




STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL CCMvIISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGCMERY, ALABAMA 36130 
PHONE: 832-6621 

.ALABAMA. INVENTORY"AND WORKSHEET FOR LANThIARKS 

. COUNTY Autauga 

PRESENT NAME Daniel Pratt Fal1ll Gin HISTORIC NAME ________ ~ ____ _ 

LOCATION (Street and number) Prattville City Hall, 101 W. Main Street, J:rattville. 

'I'<l'IN (Give directions if rural) --=-P.::.;ra:::.t:..:t~v.::i=ll:=,;e::..;,,-,-,A1:;;a=b,,,ama=~ ____________ " __ _ 

PRESENT USE D:.;i:::s:.:pl:::;a::;.y ________ HISTORIC USE -"'C~o·=.ctt."o"-!n.:.:·.'G""ID""'_ _________ _ 

OWNERSHIP: Public (XX) Private () Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

OWNER'S NAME City of Prattville 

MAILING ADDRESS 101 W. Main Street 

Prattville, Alabama 36067 

CONDITION: Execllent () Good (:xx) Fair (') Ruins ( ) 

INI'EGRITY: Original Site () Moved (JOD ~ -""PobUrut,j;jaJ.j.hlJ.le .... __________ _ 

Fron.where? . _______ Give details in significance. 

1lIREATS: No (ll) Yes () By What? _________________ , 

RESTORATION WORK: Being considered ( ) Underway'( ) Completed (:xx) Not planned ( 

51JRRruNDING ENVIROl'MlNI: Open land (.) Woodland () Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density () Corrunercial () Industrial ( ) 
Residential () Rural ( ) 

If there are numerous buildings in the area, could this structure be part of a 
Historic District'? 

SIGNIFICA}[;E: Why is this important (xx) 

( ) 
(XX) 

associated with events, persons, or movements 
Local (XX) State (:xx) National (xx) 

Explain: 

a good example of a type or style of structure 
other--Good example of an important fal1ll implement. 

(Expand on the significance of the building. If architecturally significant, 
give details being very specific. Additional data on what aspects of the 
community's development the building represents, or a specific event, trend 
or person related to the building's importance.) 



DANIEL PRATT FARM GIN 

Significance 

The antique farm gin on display in the lobby of Prattville City Hall 
was manufactured in 1844 by the Pratt Gin Company. It is a rare example 
of the type of gin used on small Alabama farms in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

The gin, measuring only three by five feet, could be operated by one 
man, or a rule. 

The gin was owned for several years by Bush Hog Continental Gin 
Company, the descendaIlt of Daniel Pratt's original factory, before the firm 
donated it to the City of Prattville in 1975. 

Daniel Pratt, a native of New Hampshire, came to Alabama in 1833 and 
built Alabama's first cotton gin factory at General John Albert Elmore's 
plantation near Elmore Station, which at the time was located in Autauga 
County. 

Later, he built a gin shop on leased land at McNeil's Landing on 
Autauga Creek, two and a half miles downstream from what is now the City 
of Prattville. 

Pratt purchased the site of present day Prattville in 1835. He built 
the Gin Factory still being used by Bush. Hog Continental Gin Factory in 
1838. 

By 1844, Pratt's Gin Company was manufacturing 200 gins each year, and 
was one of the leading gin companies in the nation. 





o 
ALABAMA HISTORIC INVENTORY 

j 

Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130 

1. No. 4. Present Name(s} ~o.C-";~("'l 

Danie1 Pratt Farm GinAD;spla..y 2. County 

Autauqa 5. Other Name{s) 

3. Location of Negatives 

6. Specific LocationPrattvil.l.e City Hal.l. 16. Thematic Category 

101 West Main Street irechno1oqy ,Aqricul.ture, Ccmrerce 
17. Date(s) or Period 

1844 
7. City or Town If Rural, Township & Vicinity 18. Style or Design 

Prattville 36067 
8. Site Plan with North Arrow 19. Architect or Engineer 

20. Contractor or Bllilder 

Pratt Gin 
21. Original Use, if apparent 

farm ain 
22. Present Use 

Historic display 
23. Ownenh ip Public [!] 

9. Coordinates Private 0 
24. Owner's Nama & Address, 

Lat. Long. if known City of Prattville 
U.T.M. Reference 10l W. Main St. 

OJ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 36067 
Zone Eastlng Northing 25. Local Contact 

10. Site 0 Structure 0 
Building 0 Object Ii 

11. On National Yes 0 12. On Ala. Yes 51 
Register? No [!' Register? NoD 26. Location of Additional Data 

13.:Part of Estab. Yes 0 14. D istrict Yes~ 
Hist. Dist.? No~ Potent'l? No 

15. Name of Established District 

41. Further Description of Important Features This antique fann gin on disp1ay in the 
ttville City HaU is a rare examp1e of the type of gin used on small ?ra 

!\L 
Je 

. fanns in the late 19th and ear1y 20th centuries. The 3'x5' gin could 
operated by one man or a mule. 

27. No. of Stories 

28. Basement? YesD 
NoD 

29. Foundation Material 

30. Wall Construction 

31. Roof T ype & Material 

32. No. of Bays 
Front Side 

33. Wall Treatment 

34. Plan Shape 

36. Changes Addition 0 
(Explain Altered 0 
inNo.41) Moved ~ 

36. Condition 

Interior. 

Exterior GeSG 
37. Preservation Yes~ 

Underway? NoD 

38. Endangered? Yes~ 
By What? No 

39. Visible from Yes~ 
Public Road? No 

40. Acreage, Lot Size 

/ 
/"'~ 

42. History and SignificancePratt, a native of New Hampshire, carre to AL. in 1833 and built the state's 
st cotton gin factory at General John Albert ·. ElIrore's plantati{)!l near ElIrore Station. 

ter he bui1t a gin shop on 1eased land at Md'eil's Landing on Autauga Creek, 2~ miles down-La 
rtream 
in 

fran what is now the city of Prattville. Pratt purchased the site of present-day Prattv 
1835 and bui1t the Gin Factory still being used by the Bush Hog Continental. Gin Factory in 1 

43. Description of Environment and Outbuildings Prattville CitY Hall .. Uman setting. 

44. Sources of Information 45. Prepared By 46. Phone 

47. Date 

AR file 48. Staff Member 49. Revision baters)- J 0 
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.' 
, Pre~s' Cli~Pi~g se;-vi~e . . 
ALABAMA NEWS? APE"R; 

ADVERTISING SERVICE, INC. 
P.O. Box 1948. Univei'Sity~ Ala. 000 __ _ 

. This, CUp From 
PRATTVI~LEPROGRESS 

Prattville.AJabama -
issue' dated 

3 1975 f 

- Continental/Moss-GoreUn made 'one 'of the first' con-
, • to th .. l'rattviile Bicentenn;al, donating' one'oHne o,ig,nal'gins made,' 

. " '. Pratt .. ,..,TlTe gin"wQs;:~anuia<:tur~d j"rt') a44?~:Qnd as -the $ign· SGyS;.hCiS· . 
been' in- U$i! nearly ever .sinca~:: The Gin is- on di$pl.o"y. in the- PZ"QttviHe: City HQ.H. •. 
,In~pe<ti"g the device is, from left, CjMG, president C.M. Merkel, Mayor ,C.M; 
Gray, commission head Richard'G\Cu·re~and £ .. !., W(2irQnd of -c/M~c. ,. 
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GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP 

AUTAUGA COUNT' 
ALABAMA 

PREJ>ARED BY THE 

ALABAMA STATE HIGHWAY DEPA..1tTMENT 
BUREAU OF PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 

SURVEYlNG AND MAPPING D1Vl5t<:>N 
tN" COOI'ER.. ... TIQS" WITH" THE 

u. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMIN',sTRATION 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 

SCALE 

~~">-"<~"=_ ... "c~=======' __ OC""-"~==""==""'"_" ___ -="" .. ·~~~ 
'O~_~--= ~ __ . __ ~_ . . ___ = 

1965 
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GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP 

AUTAUGA COUNT) 
ALA BAWd 

PREP}.RED BY THli: 

ALABAMA STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF PLA..lIINING AND PROGRAMMING 

SURVETING AND MAPPING DIVISION 
tN COOPERATIOS WlTH THE 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTR. ... TION 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 

1965 
CcIrMII by usc , GS, MIl AtJJlAkl. "IGtIWO\Y IIEPAJ(!lliJri 

T ........... lIIotc:ItN I"r~jodion. 19l111otU\ Al\'OO rbn Il.~'" 3O,OX! leo>: ,,;,;: buod "" "Ilbo'" tw~ ~Io, ~.'Q''' •. U' ~ 
r~""~_"''''''''''''''_~J .I''Io!~ ''',~l'6l ~oo!d, UI";~lionj"il. 
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ALAB~m REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
Daniel Pratt Farin Gin 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Autauga County 

W. WARNER FLOYD DISAPPROVE 

Comments 

~ 
Signed ______ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ________ ~ ______ Date ___ <~??~_~~~=_~=__,-~~~ ___ . __ _ 

' JEANETTE BARRETT DISAPPROVE 

Comments 

Signed ______ '~_'==t=l:::::.=. =~=.::: .. ::::..t.z:;;--==-- ,_,,-,-.-_._ .. ___ Date 

./ 
ELLEN MERTINS 

CATHY DONELSON 

Comments 

MAC BROOMS 

Comments 

i ; 
......... ./ 

APPROVE 

APPROVE / \----._,. 

APPROVE 

DISAPPROVE 

DISAPPROVE 

DISAPPROVE 

Signed _______________________________________ Date 

3 . oJ'/- 77 

&. ~ ~ 7'~ ~ .zj /a.-'~ r ~~,;.... ~ /}(,el,. ::' ''' 
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STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSiON 

72~ MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 36104 

W WARNER FLOYD 
EXEC UTIVE DIRECTOR 

Tf:LEPHON!:: NUMBER 

Mr. C. M. Gray, Mayor 
City of Prattville 

March 31, 1977 

101 W. Main Street 
Prattville, Alabama 36067 

832-6621 

Re: Daniel Pratt Farm Gin - Autauga County 
(March 29, 1977) 

Dear Mayor Gray: 

The Alabama Historical Commission is pleased to inform 
you that the referenced landmark has been favorably rev iewed 
and added to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
The Alabama Register is a prestigious listing of historic, 
architectural and archaeological landmarks. These selected , .,; -, 
Alabama landmarks are worthy of both recognition and restoration. 
The Alabama Historical Commission appreciates your inte rest 
in Alabama's historic preservation program. 

Sincerely, 

Wi'IFjpjs 



ALABA'lA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
72 5 ~lONROE STREET 

MONTGCMERY, ALABA.h1.ll,. 36130 
.APRIL 5, 1977 

FOR FORTnER INFORl"ATION COl\'IACT: 
W. WAR .. 'lER FLOYD 
PHONE: 832-6621 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The ~ltique farm gL~ on dispiay in the lobby of Prattville City P~ll has 

been added to the Alabarra Register of L~ldTarks and Heritage, the .ll..labruua Historical 

Commission announced today. 

Accordi..'g to Warner Floyd, Executive Director of the Commission, "The gin 

lS probably t..':le most significant historic industrial object in Central Alabama". 

The small gin, measuring only three by five feet, was manufactured in 1844 by 

t.he Pratt Gin Compa.TJ.y, and could be operated by one man, or a mule. It is a rare 

example of the type of gin used on small Alabaiffi farms in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries. 

Tne gin was owned fo r several years by Bush Hog Continental Gin Company, 

the descendant of Da.~iel Pratt's original factory, before the firm donated it 

to the City of Prattville in 1975. 

Da.TJ.iel Pratt, a native of New Hampsh~re, came to Alabama in 1833 ruld built 

.ll..labama's first cotton gin factory at General John .. ll..lbert Elmore's plantation 

near El.m::Jre Station, wnich at the time was located in Autauga County. 

Later, he built a gin shop on leased la.~d at Mc.."leil' s Lru'1ding on Autauga 

Creek, two and a half IT~les downstream from what is now the City of Prattville. 

Pratt purchased the site of present day Prattville in 1835. He built the 

Gin Factory still being used by Bush Hog ContL~ental Gin Factory in 1838. 

By 1844, Pratt's Gin Company was manilfacturi..lg 200 gins each year, a.~d .-las 

one of the leading gin companies in the nation. 

Floyd commended Janet and Mike Gibson for the background information for 

the nol'i"lLYJation 

##################### 
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