
ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
NOMiNATION FORM 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - DATE ADDED: 

1. NAME 

Historic: Thomas Atkinson House 
and/or Common: Atkinson-English House, Old English House, Atkinson-Till House 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 63900 Highway 59 
City, Town: Tensaw 
State: AL County: Baldwin 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Category Ownership 
DDistrict Dpublic 
~Building(s) ~private 

Dstructure DBoth 
DSite Public Acquisition 
DObject Din process 

DBeing considered 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Name: Anabeth Jane Slaughter 
Street & Number: 64900 Highway 59 

Status 
~occupied 
Dunoccupied 
Owork in progress 
Accessible 
DYes: restricted 
~Yes: unrestricted 
DNO 

City or Town: Tensaw State: AL 

5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 

---Vicinity of: 1.0 m. SW junction Co. 80 
Zip: 36579-

Present Use 
DAgriculture 
Dcommercial 
DEducational 
DEntertainment 
DGovernment 
Dlndustrial 
DMilitary 

DMuseum 
DPark 
~private residence 
DReligious 
Dscientific 
DTransportation 
Dother: 

Telephone: (251) 937-1417 

Zip: 36579-

(Use space below to sketch floor plan and site plan or attach additional sheet.) 

sheet attached with floor plan 
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6. DESCRIPTION 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the description.) 

CONDITION 
DExcelient DDeteriorated 
IZIGood DRuins 
DFair DUnexposed 

CHECK ONE 
DUnaltered 
IZIAltered 

CHECK ONE 
cgJOriginal Site 
DMoved Date Moved 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 
Frame (heart pine) with clapboarding, rectangular (5-bay front), 2 pairs of exterior end chimneys (one 
chimney no longer exists), 2 1/2 stories, gable roof with front slope extending over full length 2-tiered 
balustraded porch; center hall plan, paneled dado, parlor mantel probably based on Plate 51 of Asher 
Benjamin's "Practical House Carpenter" (1830). Small hip-roofed rear porch in process of reconstruction; 
main stairway ascends from back of main hall ; sidelights and transoms, and probably the stair 
balustrade are also from Benjamin. 

Recent divisions of space: early 1980s, left rear upstairs bedroom divided into two bathrooms. One is 
entered from main hallway, the other from upstairs hall. Small powder room added within the confines of 
rear right bedroom. Addition of wooden handrails to front steps .. 

House located approximately 1/3 m. off road on 63 acres of property. General area around house 
cleared and planted with trees. Near house are several old and large live oak trees. 



7. SIGNIFICANCE 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the significance.) 

PERIOD 
OPrehistoric 
01400-1499 
01500-1599 
01600-1699 
01700-1799 
[gI1800-1899 
01900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-CHECK AND EXPLAIN BELOW 
Oarcheology-prehistoric Ocommunity planning Oindustry 
[gIarcheology-historic Oconservation Olandscape architecture 
Oagriculture Oeducation Olaw 
[gIarchitecture Oengineering o literature 
Dart Oexploration/setllement Omilitary 
Ocommerce Ofunerary art Omusic 
Ocommunications Ohumanitarian Opolitics/government 

SPECIFIC DATES: BUILDER/ARCHITECT: 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Archeology-historic: 

Oreligion 
Oscientific 
Osculpture 
[gIsocial history 
Otheater 
Oother 

"It was near here that the Fort Mimms Massacre took place, August 1813, Creek War." Reference: 
Dr. George Petrie, A.P.I. , Auburn, AL; author: E.W. Burkhardt,4/27/1934, A.P.I., Auburn, AL, card 
entry Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record Atkinson-Till House 

Architecture: 
Historic American Building Survey/Historic American Engineering Record, HABS ALA, 2-TENSA, 1-1; 
AL-116 Photos March 7, 1934 Atkinson-Till House 

The Alabama Catalog, Historic American Buildings Survey, A Guide to the Early Architecture of the 
State, Gamble, Rocert, the University of Alabama Press, 1987, p 195. 
"Frame (heart pine) with clapboarding, rectangular (5-bay front), 2 pairs of exterior end chimneys 
(one chimney no longer exists), 2 1/2 stories, gable roof with front slope extending over full length 2-
tiered balustraded porch; center hall plan, paneled dado, parlor mantel probably based on Plate 51 of 
Asher Benjamin's "Practical House Carpenter" (1830). Small hip-roofed rear porch in process of 
reconstruction; main stairway ascends from back of main hall; sidelights and transoms, and probably 
the stair balustrade are also from Benjamin." 

p. 37 "An unwavering feature of the Creole cottage form remained its full-length gallery, inset 
beneath the main slope of a prominent gable roof. Double-decker porches treated in the same way, 
like that of the Thomas Atkinson house near Tensaw, northeast of Mobile, may be an outgrowth of 
this formula, although analogous examples can also be found in the Carolinas, from whence 
Atkinson had come to Alabama." 



Social History: 
Thomas Atkinson and his wife (Sarah Agnes, nee English?) had real and personal property totaling 
$133,300 in 1860. With 78 slaves, they were the 6th largest slaveholding entity in Baldwin County. 
Members of the Slaughter family, who owned the house in the 19th century and again in the 20th

, 

descend from the Belt and Booth families, who have been property owners in the area since 
receiving a large land grant in 1814 after fighting with Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812. Graves on 
the Slaughter property at nearby Isola date back to the early 19th century. 

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Historic American Building Survey/Historic American Engineering Record, HABS ALA, 2-TENSA, 1-1 
Photos March 7, 1934 Atkinson-Till House 

The Alabama Catalog, Historic American Buildings Survey, A Guide to the Early Architecture of the 
State, Gamble, Rocert, the University of Alabama Press, 1987 



Asher Benjamin, Practical Home Carpenter (1830) 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of nominated property: ~63~ ___________________ _ 
Quadrangle name: ________________________ _ 

Enclose map showing location of property. (city or county map, state highway department map, or 
USGS map) 

10. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/title: Sharri Whiting. MS 
Organization: individual 
Street & Number: 82 Plantation Pte Rd #125 
City or Town: Fairhope 

Date: 12/03/05 
Telephone: ( ) 
State: AL Zip: 36532-

11. PLEASE SUBMIT COLOR SLIDES OF THE PROPERTY WITH THIS 
FORM: 

Color slides are essential to the review process. 

12. PLEASE RETURN NOMINATION FORM AND DOCUMENTATION TO: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
468 SOUTH PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36130-0900 



MapQuest: Maps 

] of 1 

http://www.mapquest.comimaps/print.adp?mapdata=FhalP5i%2tM ... 

Tensaw AL 
US 

Notes: 

-

Atkinson House located 1 m. SW 
Boatyard Rd, east side of Hwy 
59, between Tensaw and 
Montgomery Hill 

WORIOwlOF 
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This map is informational only. No representation is made or warranty given as to its 
content. User assumes all risk of use. MapQuest and its suppliers assume no 

responsibility for any loss or delay resulting from such use. 
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