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468 S. " or ry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 3613\l-09ll0 

(334) 242-3184 ~·",...pr ... rw.l' .• rj( 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
NOMINATION FORM 

1. NAME 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 
Cit Town: Y 
State' 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Category Ow nership 
DOistrict DPublic 
0Building(s) [BPrivate 
Dstructure DBoth 

Count: 

DSite Pu blic Acquis ition 
Dobject Din process 

DSeing considered 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY· DATE ADDED: 

Status 
[Boccupied 
Dunoccupied 
OWor\( in progress 
Accessible 
DYes: restricted 
D Yes: unrestricted 

0"' 

-Vicinity of: 
Zip: liS 3:L 

Present Use 
OAgriculture 
DCommercial 
DEducational 
OEntertainmen\ 
DGovemmenl 
Oindustria l 
O Military 

O Museum 
DPark 
[rlPrivate residence 
OReligious 
DScientific 
DTransportation 
D other: 

Telephone: (25"011,,- Z9'?.5: 

Zip:3?gZ.-

(Attach sketched floor plan and/or site plan) 

I 



• 

6. DESCRIPTION 

..\68 S. Pcrry Streel 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 

(334) 242-3184 ,,· .. ·"-.pr .... "· .. I •. org 

{See attached irlstrt.Jctions fo r specific guidelines on completing the description,} 

CONDITION 
[}if Excellent DOeteriorated 
O Good D Ruins 
O Fair O Unexposed 

CHECK ONE 
O Unaltered 
(tlAltered 

CHECK ONE 
0'Original Site 
DMoved Date Moved 

DESCRIBE "\HE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 



~68 S. P~rry SIne! 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 I 

(334) 242_3184 ~~'''' . p, ... " •• I, .Of~ 

7. SIGNIFICANCE 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the significance.) 

PERIOD 
OPrehlSloric 
01400-1499 
0 1500-1599 
01600-1599 
01700-1799 
01800-1899 
01900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFtCANCE-CHECK AND EXPLAIN BELOW 
Darcheology-prehistorlc [)community planning O ir\dustry 
Oarcheo logy-histoflc Oconservation O landscape architecture 
Oagnculwre Oeducalion O law 
!Earchitecture O engineering O literature 

\ Dart []exploratlonlsettlement Om~ltary 

Ocommerce Dfunerary art Dmusic 
Ocommunieations [3human itarlan GaPoliticsigovemment 

SPECIFIC DATES: BUI LDER/ARCHITECT: 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Drelig.on 
Dsc.entiflC 
Dsculpture 
0'social history 
Otheater 
Oother 
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468 S. Perry Street 
:'. Iontgomcry, Alabama .16130-0900 I 

(334) 242_.,184 ""~.p, .... ,,,.I •. n'l: 

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of nominated property: ]../0 \:' 50S' 
Quadrangle name: II/&jntV'4 . 1fI"/t<lf1 !21 

Enclose map showing location of property. (c ily or county map, state highway department map. or 
USGS map) 

If the property includes more than one building, submit a small sketch map showing Ihe locations and 
relationships of the buildings. 

10. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/file: Md';>ln!G fIm"'fr-h. 
o anization: 
Street & Number: r AI 

City or Town: EiJ.i .... .o/U[ 

Email Address: 3 ;'c"..v"rl",/itJ &&v))".JJ,i..7 

Date: S-I Z / UlC"fl 
Telephone: ZSI ?iD Z.y9~ 
State: 141 Zip: 3?,S-$? 

11. PLEASE SUBMIT COLOR IMAGES OF THE PROPERTY WITH THIS 
FORM: 

Images are essential to the review process. They can be 4x6 color prints or digital images on a CD. 
Please see the " Instructions for Completing an AR Form" for more details on images or contact 
the AHC at 334.230.2687. 

12. PLEASE RETURN NOMINATION FORM AND DOCUMENTATION TO: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
468 SOUTH PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36130-0900 



Chark~ M. Nd'ion House 
Significance 

Architecture - This style of house with double porches and sunshades was not prcvalent 
along this coast at the time this house was built. I talked with the granddaughter of 
Charles Nelson and she infonned me the lower poreh hwl a sunshade at one time. She 
was a great help in remembering details about the original structure. This house is very 
wdl recognized by the community for its uniquc design. 

Humani tarian - The Nelson family not only gave their time while living in this 
community but also donated land for public usc. Now a very well know landmark is 
Mary Ann Beach, This parcel serves as a bay front park 50 aU residents of the area can 
enjoy Mobile Day. , 
Politics and Govcmment - Charles Nelson was head of the roads commission for 
Baldwin County and was a le:ukr in th~ community by serving as one of the first county 
~ommissioner when Baldwin County adopted a commission style QQvenunent. 

Social History - Charles Nelson was actil'e in the community but his wife Mary Ann is 
much more easily recognized in the social history ofFairhopc and the surrounding arca. 
She wa.~ a member ofFairhopc social clubs and is also n:eognizcd oceause of her name 
being On County highwa>' 27{MaT)' Ann Beach Road} and Mary Ann Beach il""lf 

I 
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Charles M. Nelson House Description 

I. Numbcrofstorics - Two 
2. Foundation- Concrete Block PiUars 
3. Interior Framing - Wood frame 
4. Exterior Wall Material- The original is pine lap siding \/,··x6·· in 2007 repairli were 

made with y,"X6" CYPRESS siding. 
S. Extcrior Wall Trtatment-
6. Porches- The front of the original structure has two porches. onc up and one main 

Icvel. The ~i7e is 10·)(25· each. They are covcred by the front hip of the main 
roof. During restoration the rear kitchen re"ealed a porch off the solllh side and 
was rebuilt and screened. On the kitchens· north side it was discovered that 
entrance was an old fireplace. Due to the driveways location a porch was rebuilt 

\ 8·xlr with a plain leaning flat roof. An addition wa~ dnne 2007 appx 16'x40· 
which has a porch on the front 8ide that is ~o\"ered by a hip roof beneath the gable 
of the addition. 

7. Number of Rays- There UTe three bays or venical divisions (\\'3.1.15) on each floor. 
8. Roof Type and Co\·ering - The main House has a double hip roof the decking is 

I 'x6' pine boards with Classic rib sted OVer. The original TOofwllS pine shake 
and was replaced in the 1940's. The rear addition (Kitchen 1914, and 20(7) has a 
gable roof with a nat roof to the south side. The Master Suite additioo has a gable 
roof with th~ porch having a hip roof. In all additions truc measured cypress 
tim~rs W~re useo.!. in cOfllltruction the decking is I 'x6· boards. There is no 
plywooo.!. or sheetrock in this house now. 

9. Roof Trim- The main house has cornices with a crown type molding on the upper 
edge. The remainder of the house has expos.<d ris.<rs. (true 2':\6') 

10. Chimneys- The main house has ooe brick ~himney in the cemer with three 
fircplaccs.(Fo>·cr, Living Room and Dining room. 

II. Doors- The main entrance is on the wcst side of the original house. It has a double 
door with a three light transom. Each pine door panel has g1a'!S with two panels 
below. The nonh side of the kitchcn has a glass panel pine door with two raised 
wood panels below the imerior side has detail trim. The south side entry to porch 
has a S· double glass panel cypress door with two raised panels below. The west 
entrance to the mastcr suite has th~ same door as the south porch enlrance. 

12. Windows- All windows are the '<illn~. 3·4··x5'6'· double hung with two panes in 
each sash. Trim is cypress '/"')l 3 Yo" insidc. Outside trim is pine with cypress 
surround t{J fill to siding. During the restomtion 2007 aU 'windows were replac~d . 

13. Interior features- Most interior fearures wcrc in great disrepair due to water 
damage and lenTIite damage. Walls, floors and chair mil were saved in the foyer. 
The upstairs' walls. ceilings and floors were sav~d. Original Mantel, remain in 
the dining room and foyer. Dining room mantel is wood with mirror, the foyer is 
tile and wood. 

14. Notable hardware - original door hardware remains in working order thanks to 
local locksmith who had skeleton keys. The original fireplaces are intacl. 

15. Allerations and additions-

I 



a. Additions- master suite was added in 2007. This bu.ilding lies on the solllh 
side of the original structure and connects to it by a hallway 14' long and 
6' wide. Using the same type framing with the.'iMle size timbers 
duplicat~d the construction methods of the original structure. All chair rail 
trim was made on sile and runs throughout Ihe structure. Thcre is no sub 
floor and true I y," thick cypress tongue and groove was used for flooring. 
All walls and ceilings are longue and groove eypres~. vertical bead board 
10 chair mil and hori7.0ntal above chair rali. 

b. Alt~ratjons- In 2007 th~ whole structure was in disrepair from negieci. 
water damagc and termite damage, Although the house had residents I 
discovered severe structural damage 10 major components ofthc original 
house. During the repairs we noticed a few boards that had withstood the 
elements and were still intact. 'l11csc were dClcnnincd to be cypress, so we 

\ decided 10 usc it exclusive for all repairs. All boards wh~re lru~ measured 
and rough cut, j ust like the original structure. Floors through out the ftrSt 
floor had severe lermit~ damage that ran from the joiST th31 had been 
spliced to beams with 2x4 '5. 6'- beams had be<:n replaced with 4" that 
were unable to hold the loads. We replaced al! joist on the north side of the 
original structure and replaced the flooring with cypress. Walls Wer~ 
fl:placed with c)'press bead board and tongue and groove. The entire 
kitchen was rebuilt and th~ original flC>()r plan was followed . 

16. General SetTing- The house fru;es w~st and most of the landscaping is the same. 
Several tre.:s were cut to open a line of sight 10 the road. The addition is tucked 10 
the side and behind large li\"e oak trees. 

17. Outhuildings - In 1948 a clay block outbuilding was constructed on a slab for the 
purpose of milking oows. Thc building has a flat roof without much pitch. This 
was renovated imo a slUdio apartment with a bathroom an<.\ kitchen area. 

I 
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Charles M. Nelson House 

13232 Mary Ann Beach Road 
Fairhope, Al 36532 

Renovation 2007 
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-
OUf Mission 

Our mission in renovating this house was to repair the 
Structure so the building could endure through time and 
In the same process make it a livable house. All repairs were 
Made with true measured rough cut cypress lumber. The 
interior walls and noors were milled offsite but all chair rail 
and corner moldings were made on site. 
We hope the work will allow this house to endllre 
many years into the future. 
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Front Before 
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Front F~'_ ,,-~'. JU'-' .... 
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Rear Before 
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Rear Finished 
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Kitchen Entrance Before 

--~ 



-
Kitchen Entrance Finished 
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Front Entrance Before 
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Front Entrance Finished 
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F oyer Before 
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Foyer Finished 
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Kitchen Before 
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Kitchen Finished 
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Dining Before 
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Dining Finished 
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Living Room Before 
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Li' Room Finished 
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Upstairs Foyer Before 
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Upstairs Foyer Finished 
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Bedroom 1 Before 
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Bedroom 1 Finished 
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Bedroom 2 Before 
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Bedroom 2 Finiwe:a 
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Porches Before 
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Porches Finished 
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Layout Before 
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The Addition 
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Connecting Hallway 
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Bedroom 
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Bathroom 
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Vanity and Shower 
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Charles M. Nelson House 
Established 1898 
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Charles M. Nelson House 
Addition 1914 
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Charles M. Nelson Hemse 
Addition 1948 

Barn 
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Charles M. Nelson Hemse 
Addition 2000 
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Shed 
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Charles M. Nelson House 
2007 
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