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ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
NOMINATION FORM 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - DATE ADDED: 

1. NAME 

Historic F{!irhope City Hall 
and/or Common: 

2. LOCATION 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Category Ownership 
DDis\rict OPublic 
OBuilding(s) OPril/ate 
Dstructure Death 
O site Public Acquisitio n 
OObject D In process 

Dseing considered 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Name: Fairhope Museum of History 
Street & Number: 24 North Section St. 

Status 
OOccupied 
Ounoccupied 
OWork in progress 
Accessible 
D Yes restricted 
D Yes unrestricted 

D" 

City or Town Fairhope State: AI 
Email Address:Donnie.barrel\@cofairhope.com 

5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 

Present Use 
DAgricu lture 
Dcommercial 
DEducational 
DEntertainment 
OGovernmenl 
Dlndustriai 
D Mil itary 

OMuseum 
D Part; 
OPril/ate residence 
DReligious 
DScientific 
DTransportat ion 
Dother; 

Telephone (2511929-1471 

(AUach sketched floor plan and/or site plan) See Appendix A 



6. DESCRIPTION 

468 S, Pcrr)' S(r~~( 

Mon(gomrry. Abbam" 361JO-0900 
(334) 242-3 1 8~ "·",.-.p",,,,·,, I" "'K 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the description .) 

CONDITION 
IBExcellent D Oeteriorated 
D Good D Ruins 
D Fair DUnexposed 

CHECK ONE 
D Unaltered 
~Itered 

CHECK ONE 
~Original Site 
DMoved Date Moved 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 
See Section '6 in the attached text. 
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I 



-

~ 68 S. PUr) Strect 
M"n tJ:"m~l'}. Alab~ma 36130-0900 

(3.M) H2·JIU ........ p ....... · •• u ..... 

7. SIGNIFICANCE 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the significance. ) 

PERIOD 
OPreh,slorie 
01 400-1499 
01500-1599 
01600-1699 
01700-1799 
01800-1899 

""900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·CHECK AND EXPLAIN BELOW 
Oarcheology·preh 'storie ~community planning OindUSlry 
Oarcheok>gy·h'SIOfJC C]eonse .... ation Olarldsc:ape architecture 
[}agnculture [)education Olaw 
!iaar<;hile~lu re []e-nglllHring OliteralUre 

;[la.1 []exploratKlfV"setttemenl Omilitary 
Ocommerce OIunerary art OmuslC 
OcommunlCalions Ohumamtanan N pol<tICSIgovemmenl 

Oreligion 
Oroenl'fi~ 
Osculpture 
Osocial history 
Olhe.atf!f 
Oother 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT; Oswald Forster 

See Section 7 in the attached text. 
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8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See Section 8 in the attached text. 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

~ 68 S. P~rry S(~e( 
MOll1gomc~·. Alaban'" 36130-0?00 

(3341242-3184 ~·~·"..~f<>",-.. ( •• "r~ 

Acreage of nominated property: ApprOXim"':I:':' Y---,-5~':":':'=============== 
Quad rang le name:USGS Daphne Quad _ 

Enclose map showing location of property_ (city or county map. slale highway department map, or 
USGS map) See Section 9 in the attached text. 

If the property includes more than one bui lding, submit a small sketch map showing the locations and 
re lationships of the bu ildings. 

10. FORM PREPARED BY 

I 
Email Address: Nancy_M·lford@cofairhope.com 
• Section 11 and 12 of the attached text has add i tional sanborn maps and property tax 
information. 

11 . PLEASE SUBMIT COLOR IMAGES OF THE PROPERTY WITH THIS 
FORM: 

Images are essential to the rev iew process_ They can be 4xfj color prints or digital images on a CD. 
Please see the " Instructions for Completing an AR Form" for more details on images or contact 
the AHC at 334,230.2687. 

12. PLEASE RETURN NOMINATION FORM AND DOCUMENTATION TO: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
468 SOUTH PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36130-0900 
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6. Description of Building and Architecture (Criwrion C) 

The fairhope i\!USCUlll of I I ;SlOrY (formerly knoll II as "Old" Ci ty Hall) "as con~lructcd 
from carly J 927 and compklcd in Apri l 192R, under )l.oJa,or M. F. N()nhrop'~ mayoral 
term, r und~ for the construction of F ";rhope' s first mu~ic j pJI bu; Id ing were ded icntcd 
durillg a D~,<;cmbcr 1927 City COlillcil jI,-1ccling. as shown ill the mC';-ling minutes. The 
original bu ild ing was situated on approximate Iy \/, acre _ Thl' COS! of COl lstmclion for the 
Cil~ Iia ll wn~ $4278.72. On Oclo[x,r 24. 2005. till.' Cit) appnJled reno\'alioll of\he 
I;lUi lJmg. as a mU~~l.Im. ilt ~ cost of $I .400.000. H"lf of the fin;mcing came from the City 
of Fairhope and the other ilJlf came from the fairhope Single Tax Corporat ion. Th~ 
History museum is approxirmtc1 y 5790 sf in its' currell! state. Th..: bui lding' ~ l:X!t:rior 
\\as ori ginall y completed in the Spanish "lission Rcvival St) Ie . consisr ing or a stueen 
iiniW. roll asphalt 'hillgll-. and tile decorati ve trim. ,!anted pylnll walk low-pitched roof. 
no eaye 'O,"erhUllg. and prom Lnent arched pore h. Thc Sp,mish st} Ie was i nlroduced to 

F "i rhope by bui Ider Marmiduke Dyson after" \'acmion to St. Augustine. Florida in 1910. 
Illis 5t}lc. celebrated the I· lorida Land boom that OCCUlTed ;n the I no' s. It abruptly [o~t 
popularity in during the economic woes of the 1930·s. Non-modem Sp(mish RCl"iq l 
architecllm: is \'Cry rarc outs ide the S"uthwl"~t and Florid ~. 

The City Iia ll project was blli h by 0 , Forster and Sons COllstnlc tioll COIllJXlIl,. consisting 
of Os\\alJ Forster. a German ililmigrant and his three sons. Wah,·r. Herocrt. and 
I'rcderick. I krocrt Thomas Forster '\'as the co nstruction manager for t h~ Cit)" Hall 
projcct. Ille Forts tcr~ build many o!" thc Sl'ani~h ~t}l~ bui ldings in Fairhupc, including 
th ... lin;t th~e gal; >t3\ioI18. ,md wcre ch~rtcr mcmbers ofthc Fairhope Yacht Club. 

I he original ci ty hall wns constnlctcd \\; th man, local prodllcts. including Cia) Ci t'" 
brick and tile. cO\("rcd with concrete plaster. The mU~~um ha~ clretully ",lcLled. 
pn:scn-cd. alld framed" repr~~ent"l i \'c opo*d ,;':d iollOf lh,: wall to dcn)()n~trate the 
cr31 l>manship ~nd hi~tone~1 m,!(erials u~cd dllring constrllction. The originnl wall colors. 
dny city brick. and horsehair in the plaster 3rc showll ill the framed stttio!l ofthc 
11ll1S-CUIll. 

Cia} Ci ty brie' ].. and tiks wcre u$<'d by man>' Clly "rFmrhopc budd",:; ~l1d cOl1truclOrs to 
construct local bUl ldillgs al1d \\ ~r~ ~l w used all o\'~r the U ni ted States dur ing the I ')00' s. 
Clny Ci ty bri ~k and tile wn> produccd local ly by Fairhope Clay Prodllcts Company. 
O\\lled and operated by Frank 13rowli. Frank produced his first bricks in 1902 at tllc the 
present location ofThomns Ilospitai. His first ki ln was lighted at Clay City in 1916. 
Fairhofl<' Clay l'rodu c t~ was rWl by Frank Brown and his dcsc~ndant s unt il it c\o>cd ill 
1995, 

The opening of the City Iiall was anlloullccd in an April 5. 1928 Fairhope CDurier anicle. 
rhe building contained an office do\\'nstm rs I"'r mayDr. an ortic~ t()[ the police with two 
ccll~. and a spaLe tx'hind double doors on tbe north ~idc lor the City's chemical Jild hose 
trock, Up~t ~ir~ wcre t" 0 rooms. the City Counei I chamber and the other a room for the 
,'oluntecr firemcn. In the 1970·s. a plain brick and metal fa~ade ,,~s added \0 the' "cst 
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entrance and the bui lding housed tbe City"s gl'Owing police depa!1ment, until a new 
stat ion was bui lt ill 2002. 

In 2006, Cummings Ar<:hi tech,,~1 Corporation. in Mobile. Al"bama provided the dcsign 
dr,,,vings lor the restor,ltion of the "Old" Cit} Ilall ill10 fairhope ' s History ~lu5Cum. 
Attached in Appendix A. arc copies of the bui lding's original tloor plan and neW 
mllS<."lllll !loor plan. as wl'il as notes regarding the r~no\'at;OIl . Th~ main en tr.lIlC<: of the 
bui lding ~on,;;,ts 01"\\\0 doors divide by a narrow wall se<:t ion. The doors arc protected 
by a !XJrch with a large promincnt arch to the front and two slllJller arches on the sides. 
The !XJrch has a rol l asplmit roof" ,til Mexican tile trim . The rCar (<."a~t) ~ntra1l<:C' Mthe 
bui lding consists of the 2 stories or a kmllCrcd. UV protcct<',l wlIldow system. prot~'"<:t~d 
by a "hor!. l ight~d . Stucco vwrhang in SpJni~h Modem d<:sign. 

On1.he north side of tile west entrance are two swing doors used for the tire tnlck ba~. 
Th~sc arc not the original doors to tk building. The fir~ twd: bay hOl.l~t~ ~ 1938 tire 
truck \1 hieh \l'a~ the lirst truck used on th~ Ea;; t('m Short 

The building hJS a totl,1 of 18 dOllblc htmb' WiJldows and the windo" Sjstcill on Ihe new 
Jddilion at the rear entrance. Only two of the original double hung \l'indo\\~ remaincd at 
the beginning of cOJ1stntct ion, but thc), fd l aparl and "Crr dcstmyrd all~r 1<'mplate~ "ere 
made. All of tht ()Iher windows were m"d~ tv cop)' lh~ orig '"ill wil1dow CnmtnKl ion. 

The hu i Iding· 8 imerior consists of J slab on grade foundation. with interior (claj city) 
brick ~nJ ,truCluraltile load bearing walls . The non-original r100r linish linoleum on the 
first r100r was rcmoved to e'"" pose Ihe' origi nal slab. The sec'ond story Ilour ~v\wmgs 
"ere remol'ed to e~!XJ;;c the original longue and gn>uw l100ri ng whi~h is [lOll' c()\'ererl 
,,;th pine which W~~ r~mo\'~d IrOlll ,ulQthcr buil<ling. C~rpct is tlscd in th~ second story 
'l1USCUlll add ition. The originJI beJd board wainscoting was rehabilit ated as a d~'"<:orati\'C 
fcature in the wcst stairwcll to the s(Xond floor. 

rh<." non-original paneling was r~mvwd to lul ly exp<.>~" the origin;,lmJsonry on the firSl 
JlOOf. Th~ ori gina l cap. as ,,~\I a~ otherp;, rapet trim. was replac<:d with an E1FS copy. 
Some r~PJ' r of dam;'g~d clay city tile on thc t apcr~d b\ltt resses was r~pni rcd with 
structural masomy and rcinforc~xl concrete. 

A \'auit, \\hieh was original to th~ building. wa~ r~m"\'rd Irom the Ji~t t1()Or ;l1ld the &ati: 
il houscd was rdumcd to it~ original locat ivn in the "\layor'5" orlice. The S<\fe was built 
in 1867. TIle >-afc was bst closcd in 1972 wben the city administration moved to a 
different location Jnd it had not been opencd since. On June 1<) . 2008. the mu>eUI11 
hosted a "Safe Opening (Cracking)"" celebration al1~nded hy MIlSellnl ,tarC local citIZens_ 
the media. the p0lic~ and a localloc~smith. Once open<:<\, it was \eanl~d that lor 36years. 
the ~afe conwincd contr;,b""d. kllers. 3nrl a d i ar~ Irom the 1970's. 

A signilicant attrnctioll to the museum is (he original jail" hich <,onsi ,t, of t w<) ~elb 

housing 8 beds. Herbert Forester had helped hi~ father III the cuncrete >hipbu'lding 
indu~try during W()rld \V~r! ~nd this ship buildiHg style was r~nected in the City Hairs 
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original jai1 COll struttion, "hieh r~semi;lI"8 " ~ hips qUJrters, The jail is "cry unusual 
bc<'auw 0 r its ",hip-like" st~'<: 1 wall ri> 'eted construction, 

Fairhope's Museum of Ilistory opcncd on April 5. 2008 and WJS attended by 
approx imately 1000 lucal.;il izcns_ The musc\'m is a Iribme to preser\'ing Fairhope's 
heritage and retlects the chJnges in Fai rhope from before it'~ foundmg 10 il> prc,;cnt day 
stJtus as 11 beach community and tourist ccntn. The building i!';d f rd1eCIS this lin ique 
combination of historic condition to the pre:s<:nl. as the original 1928 building has been 
prc,nvcd and mainlai ned ",ilh in the new constn,ction of the add ition. II has been II ell 
rccei>-ed by both local ci ti zens and tourists. 

As a part of birhopc's Cl'nl~nnial and the Opening Gala of the Museum, the Fairhope 
Comm;tl~e on Public Art (COI'A) held a ~ont<:SI to select t h~ watcr foulHain and art 
SLUlpt"''' Ih~t will be in the plU7Al of the MU5eI,m, The COlHest was narroI\ed down \0 3 
tin~lists: ,. Double Door 1'0 Fairhope" by Nail: "S, nchrolliL ily" b) Bru~~ LlrSell_ and 
·'/I.'lullet Run-- by Ameri -ca Jones. Citizens I,ould com~ and "it" the model , i7.ed 
rOllntain sculptures in the Council (hamlx-r 0fth~ mu,eum ;'l1d they would cast thcir ,'otc 
for Ihe fountai n dtsign they " ic' wed il~ the ll1o~1 'Ipproprimc for the museum. rhe (01' .. \ 
<'ounkd \h~ H)k> ~nd "n1l0ullc<:d the winllcr in t\'lal". 2008. Amcri' ca Jones "/I-I ullcl 
[( 1m"" W,IS selected. The fountnin consiswd of""jjl"c \Iatcr "gusher,"" amid 10 brOll/.~ 
mlillels on t hick rods" according 10 Fairhopc ' s (ity Skdc hes_ The bowl base of the 
fOllntain \\'ill be IS reet in diallltlCf with U bri>ll/e ~xterior ~n,l all inner lining of pebbles 
and cement. Th~ project ~hould be tompleted 11\ one yc~r and was fin311ecd at S 100,000 
b, (OPA'~ fund rui~jn\!, . . 
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7. SI:H~nH'l1( " r S ignific,,,,c~ 

J uSf i fica (ion "r f hr Periud ur Sign ific:Ul cc; i\ period from 1927 10 Ill(" present i, 
proposed il~ the pe riod of signi ficanc~ . with p.1nieulm signi ficanc(' giwn to t 92 7 10 t 972 
as the historical mllnicipal building contained Ih~ uniee of promment nlayors and the 
IlislOricalty signi lieancc ehang"s mild" dLl n ng cilch of their terms of officc. 

The archi tectural componcnts of Ihc build ing ilse I f also add 10 Ihe hi, l\,rical signi ficance 
as the building' s arciliteclUre marks a period of pro~p"rily dLlring Ih~ carly eswblishmclll 
of I'airhop("" as a viable ~i l y in the I 920'~ and lhe l;!ter bui ldillg additions rcflccI changes 
thaI Ihl" various mayor S illUde regardi ng Ihe bui ld ing . The building ilscI f reprc'srnt~ a 
tim", when F"irhop<: was kno\\l1 as ci ty of eccentrici ty. bom OUI of Fairh\,pc'~ utopian 
socicty roots, and thc building is in usc today pr~Sl'" ing lhe "nO' fl>und~ti "n or th¢ 
pltilt>sophO'of Fairhopc's founders. 

Thl" budding ha~ [,,;en used for munic ipal purposes since its inception and ~vcn nOw a~ it~ 
c~'IT~nl ~ , se as a hislOry mU5~Um. The history of this propcny 's dn dopmem as a museum 
also shows the importance ofpbcing thc s; t~ Olllhl" Alaballl;! Hi~lon cal Rtgistry because 
munici pal itics arc Ollcn lInd(""r p ..... 'ssure to lise their bui ldings for Yariolls purposcs. 1Iot 
always " illl histon e t{x;lI~. Thc'll i ~lt)ri c Regi~try designat ion of this bui lding "iif hdp 
prew" ~ the hi,t<)ric ,,,l\,c or lh i s bl'; lding and sct it apan from polenlial oth ~r d('signaled 
u><,., that may not captur~ tbe imponam history this bui ldi'lg has scrwd in making 
Fairhope thc community it is toda). 

A. T;lIldil1~ of lI islor;eal l::H tl ls and I'eopl<' COllnet led t l) the Old Cit), Hall; 

]926- ]')3-4 
The bui ldings architccturc mmh a penod of r r<lSp~ri l )" of Ihe f 920' s. During this till1("" 
Manly Nonhrop was tlw Mayor of birh,,]JC, being elecled NO"cmocr l. 1926 and ending 
hi~ ternl in 19,H. ~ byor Nor1hrop was instrumcll1al in thc cSlablislunmtoftht Ii!"';! 
IIlllnicip:\1 bui lding :md authorized. along wi th the Cit) Coullti!. the ¢"pendilure of 
$4278.72 l'Or construction of Ci ty Hall. During his adminiSI"'! ion lh¢ f'Oliowing historical 
events took placc; 1) the first strel"\S ,\ae payed. under (h ~ Pu\";ng Venture No. I l'lan. 
1) (he first muniCipal sewer system was in~lal l ed. 3) ~ new powcr plmn "'as constructcd 
f'Or $25 1 1.80 in 1926 and hum~d ;11 \ 927. Jl1 d 4) wmer meters were installed. Mayor 
Northrop alS<.> he lped ~~I;lblish a ]J.1rking ord inance. a five dollar road lax for male 
dl ; Z.t""Il~. ~gcs 18·45 ye~rs old. Onc of thc mo,t significant F ai rhop<: hi~lorica l C' cms. 
occurred 011 September 29. 1931. was the Bayfr"nt Parks w",rc gh'en to the City of 
Fairhop("" by the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation and the" harf was dceded to the City 
on O~\()ber 7. \932. The l3uyfr011l Park and fairhope \Vharfhavc been critical «) lhe 
F ;Iirhopc economy. first l'Or commereial purposes kill),,"!! as the red" h"rf then I "ter as " 
tourist and recreation attract ion ~no\\"n as tilt Fairhope Pier. The wharf had a rail system. 
111C I'coples Railroad. 'I hieh camed p~s",ngtr5 and goods from the Wharf to the location 
in th~ cenlcr of 10WI1 al Hancroft ,lnd F ,,;rhope A VCIlIIC (19] 4-(923). 
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1 9J ~ - 19-18 
In 1934, there Was;\ chang~ in the udminis lmlioll. Ilo\\11rd Rugc W35 elected w13yor of 
Fairhope on October 3. 1934 and served unti l September 19.\8, 1\1a) or RllgC was a vcr\' 
[lI'pubr k atler and guided Fai rhope through the y!'~rs aftile (jrC3! Depres>iull and World 
\\'«r II. Some of the In"ny ;!ccoll1pl ishmcllls dur ing RllgC' s ternl were: the construction 
of a modern water tower in 1935. the rebui lding of the Fairhope I'ic r after the 1936 
hurricane and 11 new electric g,'ncralioll plant. and an enlarged fire ';Ialion in 1937. 
Th(' Mayor was apfX1 inted ac t a~ the S ur<:rinl~'nd,:nt Qf M lill ie i p~1 Ut i I it ;cs in Scplcm!x- r 
30. 1939. The cnbrg~d ti re slalion '''IS changed from an O!ltdoor iealHo to an indoor 
tire slmion Ihm had a capacity for \\\0 tire trucks. (uITeml),. the original bui lding indoor 
fire stmion is housN\ in thc Fairhopc History MuseuIll. along with the lirst fi rc truck in 
Baldwin Count) , 

Other ch;mge~ Ihal occurred while Mayor Huge was ill office includc the inSlallJtion of 
storm water se"crs and chick~n, ducks . (Uld turkc)s werc forbiddcllto "nm at large" in 
tOWl 1. I'he policc departmc llI also \\'cllI through changcs a, a l3urrau of Idcllli fi eation 
" as "'tabli~h<'d to rc'~()rJ linger, p~lm and limlpri nl, 01' , ri minals and the Town I> brsh~ll 

became Ihe , hid' o r Police The tir:;1 ",a> Jack TiluS, who «>Slimed Ihe rok on O-:lOber 
7,19.tO, 

19~8- 19S.t 
/l.o!a}or Anlhony J. Klumpp Sr. known as r. J, among the lOLa\<;. .",,, cd d, Fairi]()p"s 
I>!ayor fmm September 10, 19.t8 unli l \lay 10, 195.t . TJ was Ihe owner of Klumpp':; 
tl-Iotor Company located al the comer of Bayvkw Jild Fairhope Avcnues. TJ was kllO"11 
as a vcry succcssfu l tOW11 busincssman. DlIring his reign as mayor. the uti li tics began to 
takc a new locus as a slIpcrimenden1 was hircd to run the City's elect ric . water. sel\ cr. 
Slreet maintenance. park> and beach sy"em. On January 3. 1950. the City al'l'ml'~d the' 
,ale of$800.0oo tTl ga~ r~VCnue bonds 10 linam,,, a new gas d i ~\ ribulion system. In Ihe 
>ame year, Ihe F'l irhope Water Works and Sewer Bo,1[(1 were incorporated , A new 
sewage treatmcnt plant was built in JUIIC 1950 at a price of $95,000. In J95.t. thc first 
monthly garbagc fC\?s were set at one dollar. Atler the M~} 10. 195.t town council 
meet ing. Ida) or Klum pp submitted his lcucr of rc, i gn ~lion . 

J~5.t - l~60 
Ed Ovel1on had beell 011 thc TOW11 Coullcil for tweh'c ycars and had nCI'er misscd a 
meeting "hcll he was appoi llled mavoroll "' lay 14. 195--110 iinish OUI thc telll of Mayor 
Killmpp. Ed and his \\ifc. Jul ia. wcn' Ihe oWI\~rs oflb e: hi storic Colonial Inn which they 
opened in 1909 and Ed Ol'erlon operal~d u r~al eSlale bu~ines~ . Mayor Overton was" 
ramou~ ",!i lor III lhe yacht ing communities ~lung the Gulf Coast. 

Some ufthc many accomplishments during his admini,tration im;lude: lhe li rst mCr<;ur) 
\'apor street lights werc instnlled in Ihe do",ntown Fai rhope: Ihc tirs t ""wage disposal 
sySkm wa;; ; n,; lali ed. a oalur,,1 gas ~)"slem \\'a~ inSlali <!{1. Cil y Ilall was n:fu rbished and 
ncw SlreCl pa\' ing ~Ild water systcm impro\'eillents wcrc made. Fly Creek was dCI doped 
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into a harbor "hieh is now the locat ion of the F"irhop<! Yucht Club. In 1960, Ed Overton 
retired and Joe Schneid~'r W3S his r~pla'Clllen1, 

1960-196-4 

Joseph J. Schneid~r W~~ elected 1\1ayor on September 22, 1960" itll Ont "fthe highe~t 
number of votcs cast during a Fairhope munidpal dcc tiorL Prior to be,oml11g ~hyor, Joc 
Schneider was an Oklahoma Nmil'c and moved to F~ i rhopc in 19-45. In I'airhopc. he "as 
the ownC'r of Joe Schneider !md SOil>. a loc~1 COnS1wclion busincss. Much construc tion 
and buildn1g octurrtd during IllS "dlllinistrmion. SOIllC of the projtttS compkt;;d 
indud<!d 23 'niles of city strcets werc rcsurfm:ed, three miles of n"", elly , t,,:<:Is wcr~ 
bui h, Ii"c miles of n<!w scwage Jnd \\"a1erlin~s and a lle\\ million-gallon water tank was 
cons1ruc1ed. A ncw ciec1rical Subs1ation waS COIl,twded 011 V ()Ianta at a CO,t of S 70,000. 
ThC{C was a Cit) gar~gc and m~inl~nan~c btli lding constructed on S<x tion Street. 
Restrnon-,s \,er~ built at the be"ch and a1the b~llpark, a modcrn tmek \\3, buJit:ll th~ 
high ><.:hoo l ,t;l(\ium. ~l1d a mile of paving was added to the ocach area parking lots. TI1C 
new municipit l airport was dedkated in 1963 at a cost ot'$1 02.000. It was during .\1ayor 
Schneiders tenn that all e.~ t cn"ion ami til{.' T- ~haJX' sediol1 were addcd to the J' airhopc 
Pier. The ["-end ofthc pier h,,~ b<:cn u~~>J for lishing and vicwing purposcs eler since. 
The fairh(,pc I. ;brary wa, obtained from thc Single ["ax Corporation and was d~d;<'at "d 

as a municipal library. New books were purchased and the huilding \\a~ e~p'll1dcd . 

Dcspi'c the build ing and gro\\1h pc:riod. !\Jayor Schneider Was Llnsucccs,fll i in his nlll for 
re-cle<:tionin 1964. 

Rich;ord (Dick) Maeoll wOllthc 196-4 Ma,oral dCct ;on after serving 4 )ear> on the City 
Counei I. j lc was a business ownct in F airhop~ . (\\\1ll ng an ,! opera! ing the Fairhope 
Finanel' Company. Dick )"lacOll \\,,~ abo J mcmber of the Grecno :>.-lasonic I.odge and a 
pa<:t president of th~ f airhope Rot~ry Club. 111 1967, he was the president of till.' Ra id",!" 
Count; Mayor's A,sociation and scrwd Oil the legislative committee "rthe AlabamJ 
Lcagucs of f>,·lunicipalities. 

During his mayoraltcnu, thl' ~i t y c"n"'tru~lcd thc ~oncr~tc Fairhope r.·lunicipall'icr. the 
Linle Lc:tguc and Rahc R ulh baseball IMrks. and thc munic ipa! tl'nnis tourts. 
C"'1~tructi(l1J of th~ ~cwilgc treatmcnt plant was begun and thc City of Fairhope beg~n 
purehll>ing power from ,\labama Power Company. It was during 1I,b)"or Macon's tcml 
tbat thc Cit~· administration moved out ofth.: Old City Hall building and imo a ncw 
building. The ?olicc Departmel1t r~H,,"ned at the Old Cily I Jail. 

1972-2000 

Itl 1972. Jamcs (Jim) Nix \I:lS dcc!cd mayor und ,cr\~d 28 )"e~rs. making h im the longesl 
serving mayor in Fairh(,p'-'· S IlJ ~tory. lie saw the City's potential and made ,mmd cit> 
finances hi~ priomy before beginning othcr projec1s. During his administrat ion. the Clt)' 
p(lrehascd the old Delchamps Shopping Center and t(m\"ert~d Jl into a , ;ty cOll1pk~ and 
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libmry. Some other proj ~ct c()!npleled during Ih is tune inc IudI': the new sewage 
Ir~almell 1 plant wa~ comple1Cd with new sewcmge lift stJtions; a new wmer syslem; new 
>oflball ~nd soccer fields; upgrading Ihe electrical syslCll\, the Fairhope Wc!tOIl\C Cemer. 
the Quai l Creek Golf Course, and Ihe Ni:-:: Sen ior C,·nln. 

Mayor Ni~ "Iso b"d city sC[\' iccs like garbage and trash collection (including recycling) 
put undcr Plibl ic Works. All these sen ices had been prn iously hand led by pm'ate 
eOlllraClOr firms. The Public \V,)rk;; Dc'partmcnts were greatl) ~xPJ1Hled duri ng \1.1yor 
:-.iix·s admin istration. 

One of the mostnowblc accomplishments of l\1a~ or Nix's ttrm in o!li~, Was th ~ Ci ty "I' 
Fairhopc l3eaut ification program. During his ( rst tmn of t)!li~e, the :-"Iuyor tra,,:kd to 
Europe. "here he sa" q"aint li liaS's Il it h hea"llr"IIl",,~rs ~nd tr~~s. l ie notk~d the 
resident's pride in Iheir town~. Upon retumin£ 10 I'nirhop>:, r-,'tayor Nix hired a 
hortic<11iuralist (now the City's Mayor) and began beautification projeelS suelt as tree 
lined strcets and flowers plnnted along downtown ,trcets , This Cit} ocautificat ion 1<""" 
not only added to tlte citizen ' s pride in their city but also rut th" ell} <)fFmrhopc on the 
map as a lOu ri S! d~s\ i n~li <)n 

2 ()(l()- Pr~"'11 t: 

lim Kant was elected I\--!uyor in 2000. It "as under h i~ admini>;tr.lIi()n Ihatlh~ Police 
Department ItlOI'~xl into" new huilding , Th~ Old Cily llall was len vaC;llll in \!Jrch 
20m , lltere" W' various ideas l\.lr the u~e Or the b~iJ\Jing bU1 the Qriginal deeds !TI1 \tir('d 
Ihallhe bu il ding be used for ,\Iun icipal purposes I\ hich 1I ltimmely resulted in the building 
being rel1o\'~tcd into its current use as a HislOry Museum, 

B. Owncrs h i p and Lknlo]l lH ~n t II isto ry or tit c 1\ iuscmn: 

1894-95: Sarah Tatum sold thc area of land conlaining Old City Hall in 1895 li)r S 1 ,25 
per aen'. 

AI,ri I ] 8, 1927: n,'cd N cgutiut iunS-l\'ir. AJ . I"lch 'ille. ~ 1r C C. 13<1 Idwi 11. Mr. James 
Ciaslon and Mr. A. I L ~-krshon appeared in regard to desire of the To,,"n of Fairhope to 
acquire the lot undcr lease to George W, Wood. as a site for public hal! and jail :md olhn 
public uscs. It "as moved and carried that Council does not 1,,,c1that th~ Colon" should 
be ~all~d upon to give all hmd Ill'cd('d by the to,,"ll when it o,,"ns bUI abOlIi balfthc land 
"ilhill Ihe w" 11 limits , bUI Ihat olhers should be;<r Ihe;r p..lrt through taxat ion: that 
Cou"cilllpprcci~lcs the need of the to"11 and ils tillancial condition and 'li113gr~e to 
deed the Inlld to it. (subject to extingllislmlcnt of the rights oflessee) at a rair valuation. 10 
be reached by agreemcnt or arbittmion, and a"t~pt the Town's obligation therefore 
spread o\w a r~w;ol1~ble time to be agre~d OIl amI at allow rate of interest , Mo' cd and 
~arri ~d Ihal a c01l11l1ilte~ lx appointed to confer wilh the officers ofthc town 011 the 
mmtcr ~nd report bJck to Council. President appointed J. G. Lorcnz~n , F.e. WolrOIt and 
E.1l Gaston. eommiltIT, 
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M "f 2, 1927: [)N'U N ego. ia!i(ln ~ - COn1mi Itee from To" n Council cons; sti ng of l\ lr. 
l3aldw;n a]1(I .\lr. Melville being present maller of negotiation betwCCn Colony and Town 
for 101 under lease 10 Mr. Wood. taken up . RCJXlrt presm tcd from {;Ommi\l~<', Town 
commiucc r(;portcd their opinion i1 \\ould b.: agreeable to T 0wn Couned to accept J 

c "n\'~y,!JlC~ ofth~ lot in question. subject!O ~n llual payment equal 10 the rem figured in 
I he U5U;' I "'<oy . less tJXCS UpOIl improvements thereon. if taxed and Wilh rn crsionary 
clause in case 110 longer lIscd for public purposes_ 

It was m(l\ cd and carried thai it' legally pr:lCl icable COIl\"eyance be made subjcrl to annual 
p~yll1cm cqu~llo the r~m determined in usual wa\', less Slllll ~'{jl!31 10 taxes OIl 
im pro\"~mcnts if taxed on usual basis. but in 110 case to exceed the rent. 

Augu.,t 10, \9J5: fleet! (St'C Appcndi~ TI) The propeny where the history nHlseum is 
locJtcd was cOlwc)'cd by dcr<i by the Fairho JX: Single Tax Corpomtion (FSTC) to the 
Tol' n of Fairhope with thc cOlld ition thm , holild the prop<-'rty conw) ed cea~e tu he l1;;cd 
for municipal purposes the titk .>hall rn'CSI in ~r~nlor. or ils ~u<:~C~5()rs. The Deed was 
signed by Manniduk~ Dysoll . Vice-Presi'klll of the FSTC ,md E.E1. Gaston. thc sccretary 
tin th~ FSTC Th~ d~~d was recorded 011 November 14. 1956 undcr W. R. Stuart. the 
Judge of I'wbme allhe timc . 

. \ 101." S, 2UO I ! Mayor Kant respondcd to " r~4u"",1 from th" F airh" !", I I istorical Museum 
regarding Ih" u'>e of the l'olice Buildin:; for hQllsing the '\1\l~C\lm The '\1,lyor indk~tcd 
that Ih ~ City Council would b~ discussing [he possibilit ~· of thc building restoration 
sometime du ring 2001 . 

Jlll~ B. 20Ut: Mayor Kan t adJn:swd lh e: Ci ty cOlm~ll r~qu~sting [0 ~ppoi nl 

COlln t ilmcmrn, r:<; Anders. Ford. and Gemle 10 look into the future of the old Police 
Blllldl11g. Coun~ilmembcr QUilll mO"cd 10 grant the request. S~conded by 
Coun~ilmcmber Andcrs. motion passed unanimously. 

A pri I S, 2002: Old J1\ i I Committce. rc'y ",:~ti ng the p<)s~ihk us<: <)r the (lId j~i l locawd at 
14 North Section Street a~ an an museum. art i ~b in residence/studio, t\uthori ~ing .\la ~'or 

Kmu to negOllatc with Nail on se~\lring Alabama Collcction to be a part of the museum, 

Councihnember Gentle. Chairperson of the Old Jail Committee. reported and mmed 10 
grant .\ layor Kant the aut hori~~1tion to n~goli :ttc \\ ith Na il (In ~cc llring Alabama 
Colh:ction to rn, ~ pml or the nm5eum for Ihe pos>ibi lily of using the old jail located at 24 
North S~cllon Sireet as an art museum. artists in rcsidence/st lldio. S~condcd b} 
COllncilmember Anders, motion passed unanimously, 

i\.tayor appoinled Paul ine Anders 10 g~t ,,,,neone frOIll th~ F.;lstcm Shore Art Center and 
Ii-om the Fairho!", Hi>toric~l ~luseum to work together to ensure thal 1he endcavor with 
Nail wil l not hun the Eastern Shore Art CenH:r and the (exist ing mu:;.:um located at t h~ 

Faulkner Campus) Fairhope Ilislorieal rvtuse llltl. 
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i\ 1 " Y 28, 2002: A Resolution ,mthorizing 1he City of Fairhope 10 appoint a Uoard of 
Directors 10 c\'alume propoSll ls for an Alabama Artist -s Museuill 'las withdrawn. Ma;or 
Kant slntcd thm several City Counrillllcmbcrs would like more llll"m"l!;,,,, lJI,fore 
m:lking a dc"i,ion On "hm lu <.In wllh [he Old Police l)ep;lr1mcnt Building located at 24 
North Section Stred. lv1ayor Kant stated that results of a survey lhm was conducted a 
year ago rcv~alcd thm the majority of the citi zens wanted a museum placed al lhis 
location. -I 'he sun C) did nOi spec; f) "hclh<'r the r;t;J.cllS w,mkd ~n art or 11l ~toric 
museum. "...Iayor Kant (urther ,!;lwd Iha! Ihe Cily Council is trying to look a\ all options 
for Ihis local101l. Mayor Kant swted thaI lor lhe ne:-'l 30 to 60 days the citizens arc 
cilcollragcd 10 present the ir requcst/collccrns in writing or call the Cil! Coune'; I rncmlkrs, 
rhc Ci ty Counei I can thcn makc a dccis ion to benc ti t the '\ hole t011l11lWllty n()t JUSt (mG 

person. 

~\.'f"yor Kant alw stated th"l unother proposal for the old j~ il was reecil cd , A citizen 
proposed to donate S IOO.GOO to the Ci ty if the jail was cOIl\"Crtcd to a chi ldrm's k"rning 
center. 

i\1ay 29, 2002: I\b)'()\" Kant hi red Raner and ,o\5>oc ialcs, inc .. a s!n,clllral engineering 
lirnl localed in Mobile AIJb;lma. to conduct an inspc<:t ioll of the f'olke Uuilding. 'Inc 
cost of the insp<X:tion was $1076.25. 

JUM lU, l002 : Over 150 citiLe'lb :tt!c-ndnl the Cit) Cuuncil m~ding to "~lness the Cit) 
(ounci r $ final cl.,~iSiO" (lll the A lab;"na A n Collc~liQn. /I.'l<l)'Or Kmll thanked the dlizcns 
for attending lhis me~ling. llnclthanked the ciliz~ .. ns for vuicing their opinions and 
concerns aboUlthe Alabama AIl Collcrtion. Ma)or Kant statcd t ll.1ttllis was not a public 
hearing. i\1ayor Kanl further st:llcd that "c should keep birhope_ Fairhope und ~upp0n 
lhe F~irh(}p" an i ,;1; . and , f ,;<,meonc ,hma[cd something W the Cily Ih~y should not expect 
something in r.,turn. I\layor Kam also stat ed that after contacting the Alabama League of 
:'hlni~ipal i ties oll tlte proposal 10 provide sp~cc to an IInist. and in lieu ofpu)ing rmt the 
artist would donatc art work to thc Cit),. t\ person at lhe Lcagu!: ad yised Ihat ther~ an: too 
many unknown facts. and recommended g~uing an A110mey Gen.,r.1r~ OpmiO!l onlhi~ 
proposa l. 

CouHcillllemocr ChrislcnocIT)" moved on the following 4·part mOl ion: 
• To complctd:- dissolw and disband the cili~en~ t"'nm'l!e~ . ~Irective 

immcdiatd) and put thi~ mattcr ba~k und~r llw hands orlhe Clly Councd Jail 
Committet'o Chairpt:rson Counc i lm~mb<:r Bob gentle. councilmcmber Ford and 
Councilmembcr Ander.; , 

• Rcmo,,, trom consideration any and " II ("\IIT~nl propo",ls fUT possible use of the 
Old Jail bui lding. 

• To do our job. as an elected body. of securing hard factual JIlunlkrs on possible 
renovation costs of the wonderfu l old structure. 

• Slow dO"Tl . lislen \() uur cllizCllS and this counci I shoili d delennine "iable 
options IQf the use ofth.: prop<!rty. 
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Coullcilmember rord second~,{\ Councilmembcr Christenberry's 4'rart motion. 
COlUlcilmember Ford stated [ h~t we ~h()uld fOCllS and sh()wca$c t h~ FairhOj)e ;mists. 
Coun~ilmcmber Ford abo lhank~d the F;lirhope ~rtist for making Fairhop·c whm it is 
loday. 

Coun~ilmembcr Anders addr~ssed [he Ci ty COllilcil s[,,[ing thilt the commit1ee should 
C011linile and fim ,h thei r work. and milke their n:port on the Old Jail building. Mayor 
Kant stated thJt this committee was nevcr otTIc ially established by the City council. '1l1~ 

proposed resolution to arpoim a Board of Directors to c\ alttatc pn)jl0;;als lor an Alabama 
Artist' s Museum was I, ilhdrall'n on 2g J\oJa). 2002 . 

The ,"ote 011 the 4-pJr\ motion was as follo\\'s : A YE·Gemlc. Ford. Quinn. Kant. and 
Christenberry. NA Y ·Anders. 

Septemher B. 2002: Dr. Cl("<)rg~ Gilmore ~dJre%eJ lh~ City Counci l to otr~r a proposal 
tn the City C<)lln~ilIOf lh~ Old City J;!lI.loc;ll~d ;11 24l\'onh Sectio 'l Stre<:t. i-Ir. Gilmore 
st,ned tnilllhc Singk Tax Corporation has retched IWO bolla fide offl'rs ofmcr a half 
mill ion dollars each forthc old jail sile. FSlC know thm the City is unable to ('llkr into 
such transactions. ·J11erc-fOrt'. FSlC asked the Cit) to return thL' old jail ~IlC to the FSTC 
in order to make Ih~ lea~e availahle for purch(lSC. When th,: old j ail site is returned to 
FSTC FSTC h~rb)' rkdge to return to the City ofFJirhopc all net rroceeds from the &lle 
of the lease fpr th~ new lib r~ry eomrkx. 

Dr. Gilmore did not know \\hatth~ lcasec would do lI'itl l the old cit~· jail. hut olJtcd that 
lhe Icasee ,,(Juld c<lmmunic~te \1 ilh the Ci ty or F "i rhop<'. Jnd would rreS~f\' ~ whmel'er 
could be pr~~~·r\'ed . 

COllncillllelllbcr Gentle. Chairperson of the O ld Jai l COlllmiuec. stmed that the c<lmmiuec 
is working on geuing to the footprint of the original hu ilding. and lh~n will l<>ok allhe 
oplions for the hUl lding. An environmental Slud) ~t i ll h~ ~ to be done to Ilddre>s all 
Lnvir<)l1Jnen\;lI i~suc5. 

Coullcilmcmber Ford expressed conccms of the amoullt of the net profi t. rhl'r" rna) be 
cll\'irollmcntal issues thm II ill cut the 'let profit. such a~ buried fud tanh_ hringing (he 
huild ing up to cod" and salvaging "hat call he pre$~ned. Counci l !l1~mber Ford also 
in'luired if there wa:; a \im~ li nnt on these otT<:rs. 

Dr. Gilmore stated !hatthcr~ \\as no time limi( on these offers. 

Charks W. Ham. FSTC S~trelary. addressed \h~ City Councll and ~xpr~,scdthn! the 
FSTC would pick lip the bi 11 of the clwirolUllcntal concerns. ~ !ayor Pro·temp 
Chri,tenberry thJllked the FSTC. and cxrrcssed that the City Council will take (h is 
proposal ullder consideration. 

I 
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i\'O\"cll1b~r 1:5,2002 : Gcnice Johnson. Cil] Clerk for Fairhope Alabama re"ei\cd a 
sworn statcmell\ (Appcndix DJ tIled on ochal r Oflh" FairhoJX' Sillgle Ta~ Corpordtion. 
under Ihe prO\ ision § 11-47-23 (1975). The Sl~l~m",nl rekrcnced on or nbolll Dcrcmocr 
14. 1927. The FSTC ~xc""lcd a decJ 10 the CilY of Fairhopc eonvC) ing Ihocir inl~rcst to a 
piece ofpwJX'rty. which was being us.cJ by the FairhoJX' Polic~ Dep~r1ment~, lheir 
adminislmlivc offices nnd jai I SlIbjCtl to the (('mlS or lh~ De~d. :mlong other condit ions. 
th,' FSTC convcy~d lheir inler",l wilh the e~prc~sed writtcn conJition that should lhe 
property ewr ,~a~e to h", u$<'d for ll1unicipJI purposes. the title should rcv~rl and r~V~SI in 
the gral11or. The FSTC allcgtJ thallhe Lity ofFairhopc h3d failed to use the prop;:rl)' lor 
ils express stated purpose thereby causing Ihe pmr~rty 10 re, ~rt <Ind reWSI \0 Ihe FSTC. 
rhe Swom SlalLmcnt "a~ ~ign~d b)' George Gl lmore. rr~~ident of FSTC. 

;..'",'crnhn 2:', 2002 : Councilmcmber Gent le Jskcd 10 be heard on Ihc foll0"ing requ~st 
nOl\>I1 Ihe pr inted agenda. The FSTC requested thm the City Council pru,';d~ a tkcision 
tonight on thc Old Jai ll3uilding loemcd at 24 North Section Streel. Councihncmber Ford 
moved 10 hear CouElcilrnemocr (j~ntle. Wl·om.kd by Counciln1cmber QlI inn. motion 
pnsscd l1nall i mou~l y. 

C ounei Imcmber Gell1k mo,'~d to authorize /"Ia' or Kanl to wnl~ a kller lhanking the 
FSlC for Iheir offcr to pay the City $500.000.00 !(}f lh~ Old Jail Building. bllt to reject 
Ihe FSTCs offer and request Ihallhe Old Jai l COm1))ilt~e be allowed to coll1illuC their 
study a<; sialed in Ih~ June 10. 2002 minutes. Quoting from lite minUlcs tlte foilo\\ ing 
"Coun"lmemocr Quinn recommended and moye to ascertain the cost of hiring a 
profes~ionill company th~l do~s rcstormion and renovation of okler hulldin~~ to ac~e:;s 
the struclural and Clll ironmental conccm~, and" hal u,e, would be appropriJtc for the 
Old Jail building. Stl'ond~d hy Counl'i lmembcr Gentk. mOl ion p;ls:;ed unanimousl". 
Once !laid company lS IUe~led the City Counc il wili \'ote on authorizing M3)Or Kanlto 
em", into U COlllraCI witb S<l id company", S~condcd b)- COll1leihncmOcr Ford. Tha" is 
no lime limit plJccd 011 the Old Jail COIllmil1c'c . ·!lIC mOlion pasMCd by Ihe l'ollo\\ing 
votes: A YE-Gclltk. Ford, Quinn. K~nL and Ander8. N,\ Y -(hrl stenbcrry, 

(oun~ i IIll~mher Ford and Cuunci hnclllocr Anders furthcr expressed Ihat Ih~y appreciate 
FSTC', on<:r ,md agr~e thaI Ihe Cily and FSTC must work togelher on deciding the best 
usc for Ihe Old Jai l bui lding. Councillllcmbcr Ford cited other propL'rlies thai were 
purchased by Ihc Cit} ycars in ad\ancc and iniliall) pur"h~sed ti.>r on~ idea. but O\'er the 
years thc ncrds ofthc Cil)' had changed. ~i\d [hose prop;:r1ics are ocing us.cd for 
~omcthin1; cI~e. H""e,'n Ihe kader~ of the Ci ty are look ing lOWJrd the- futurc. 

Councilmelllocr Anders poimed out Ihat Ib" Old Jai l building ha.s nOI b<:en ap pr;li>ed. 
The Dced oftbe building SlateS thm t h~ Cit} shalll,.eep the bui lding: as 101lg as the 
building is ocing u,ed for municipal purpuscs. CurN:ntly the building is ocing USed for 
Slor.ll::e. Ih is is not tlte beSII.l5e for the buildirlg. but the building is sti ll being uscd by Ihe 
Cit) for lllunicip;!1 purposes. 

May 23, 20tH: (Se" App~nd i .~ C) Letter fi-om [I.'lmc S. Barter.P.E. 10 \la),oT Kant with 
photos of the building prior to rello'·atioll 
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./ u tl~ B, 2003: C:Qullcilll1~lllbcr Gcm lc. Chairr",~(ln of the Old Jail Committee. and his 
comll1ittc~. Counciime.rnbcr Anders ;md C()un~ i hnCll1ber fo rd, reponed that the 
CO!llmi!l~~ tnvisions \\'h<1\ the exterior of the Old JaillJuilding should look like. An 
e~hlbil by W~lcol1 Adams Vcmcuil1c Architects was prcscJll~d _ The new look for lh~ 
building is actually and old look. The Old Jail Committee r~-';Oll1ll1cnds that the fn"adc of 
the building be r~l"med In ib t 927 look compicte with orange cIa, tile roofing and 
stucco "alb. Counei I member Gentle shared the follol' ing ideas lor th~ lI';C of \he Old 
)"il building. lie expressed that the location lor Ih" Cit)'s clock, \Current ly Joc,,!<:d on the 
comer of Section Street and Fairhope ;\1'C!lllC i~ 11m owned by the City of Fa irhope. 
Councilmcmbcr Gentle r urther ,tated th"t the bui Iding could be used as a people eenter 
and could he used 'IS Ihe cn1r<UlCe to the new library. Councilmembcr l'ord cxprc!'.Sed thai 
Ihis ,,,-)uld he a good locmioH for a r~irhope Ilistorical Mliseum. Cnuntihm:mhcr Anders 
gnvt Ihe City's financial report and ad,kd Ihat "we r~c0n1rncnd that th~ city r~storo: the 
fa\ade of the Old JaillOld Cit, Hall "ith the Ill''''''y we gd i"'O'll the State orA labanm tor 
capital imprO\cm..:nts. Wt b~l thnt n:~torin g the fapde would enhance downtown and 
add 10 the dO"'ltOWIl'~ ~conOl11ic strength by keeping the arC'a ch:mning. \V~ d<) not have 
Ih~ money at this time 10 restore the interior. bUl thc outside should Ill: improved at ollce . 

• Iu ly 14, lIJOJ: Councilrnembcr Anders. Chai rper~m oflhe FitlilllCia l Committee. and 
her committee C"tlll~l l mcmbc, G~n t lc. Councilmember Quinn. ~nd staffmcmbcr Rose 
Fogarty. mad~ a report ,ecommending the following in additions to o(h~r items: 

• Rcconuncnd that 1>tunicipal Capital Imprmtm.:nt Fund~ be used to restore the 
nl~Jdc of the Old Ci ty Hall 

• Recommend !h~tthe City of Fairhope allow Gulf Artspace In uSe the' ()Id city h,,11 
unt il bu~h time a:; the City is ready to restore it for anotlltr usc. (Due to th" le,,~e 
between the Fairhope Single fax Corpomtion and th~ Cit} of F~i rhop<:. it is not 
allowable.) 

Simc-on Cox~" ith Gulf Artsp~ce addressed the City Council requesti ng jX'rmis,ion to 
uS!.' Ih~ Old Jai110ld City 1 lall property rvr their continuation of Gul f A rr$p~ce' S 
progr~lns. The Old Jail/Old City Hall will be- used On a monlh to month· tcmpor"r:> basis. 
in an elTort not to eontlict \lith the l-STC Icasc. Gulr Artsp~ce is currently using the old 
l\'tn I'rocc$sing building located at --115 Fairh"pe A 'ellue. Gul r A rtsp:lce will im"c to 
\acate this lo<:r!t;(m :-'Iardl 21){)4 f()r th~ const1llclion of the new libmry·. 

Cit) Attomey. Marion E. Wynne (Tut). stated that because ,,[the ,nert d:HlS~ by the 
FSTC the pl'Opcrty would revcrt back to th~ FSTC ifnot u~<'d for mllnicip~1 purposes. 
Even though thc kasc to Gulf Arts pace """ld be on a tcmponuy basis, Mr. Wynne 
advised the Ma}or and COun~i l not to lease the property. FSTC has already I3krll the 
slep a<:crd ,ng their ri~ht if the property is not used for municipal pl1fpOS~S 

lI-layor Kant statcd thai we do not want to gin) bhe hope lh~llhe City !los other bui ldings 
that ean be llsed. and that It is lime for Gulf Art~pacc 10 find thciro\\1! fac ility. 
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Councilmemocr Ford read a kuer r rom Louis i\-Iapp supporting a Fairh()p~ Hist"ric 
Museum next to the Wekome Cemer and Mr. Mapp will c,)]llribute $100.000 ror tlli~ 
proje<:l. 

Counci lllll'mocr Chri stcnocrry expressed that he had r~t'" "cd call, ti-om 50 I C J (Not t'lT 
1',,,t,t nrgan i7,nion) organi<:aI Lons ask ing h"w could th~y sign up tor gelling city 
bui ldings. Councilmember Chrislcnocrry stJtcd lhm we needed to be c:udul aboU1 
giving the impressiollthat til..: City has buildings 3\aiiabk ror 50 1(e)3 organizal ions_ 

Councilnwmbn G .. ntk con ti nued to asl.. thal funds be placed lIlllle budget rur the Old 
JaillOld Cily llal l buildings. Counci l member Anders 1ll0HXl lhatthe $95.000.00 in tile 
\-Iullic ipal Cap it ~ I I mprovclllclll FUlld be lIscd to rcstorc Ihe fa,ade of the Old ]ail. 

Ati(lf further di <;C"S~iOll _ Coullcilmemocr Andn, \\ i lhdr~w her mOl ion_ C ouncilm~llllx'r 

All(kT~ th~n Ill()\-.. d to <.k lcrmin .. how much it ",,,uld CO,l to restore lhe f"\,ade of the Old 
Jail. Second~'(! by Counc ilmClllbcr Ford for the purpose of discllssion. 

COlJn~illl\embcr Gentle stated that this ~ilo llid come to thc C()]llJnill~l' ,0 they ~an io()k at 
the cost of restoring the fa~3d~ ofth ~ building. and lh~l a drawlI1g of what Ihe eommillee 
"m' i~ ioned of" hat lhe ~.'terior of Ihe Old J,,1I Bllilding should look like was presented ,11 
thc IJst mcet illg. C oUlIc i Imemocr Gentlc also reminded thc City Council that just last 
year Coullcilmcmhcr QlI inll mo\ed lhat the Old Jail Committee look into lhe eost or 
hiring a company to determine the SlrtKtur"I'::Il" ironnwnta l eone,'ms of lhe building. 
-l1le Old Jail Committee has not done this Mayor K~nt-"tated lhat he would hke tv see 
th~ comnllll~'C' ~ dct"ils. 

Cuullcilmcmhcr Anders withdrew her mot ion 10 dClertnine how mueh it would cost to 
restore the facade ofthr Old Jail. Councilmcmlx'r h>rd withdrew his second_ 

,,"OHm he!" I~, 2(J0:;: Ordi' J<lnce adoplcd III which the Cit)' Council of fairhope 
~\IIhorized the conveyance of the :'luscum Propcny to Fnirhopc Single I 'a.~ Colony tor 
de\ clopmcll\ as a his10ry museum and in colllemplmio!l of its rceor\\eyancc to the Cil\. 
Councilman Ford introdllced in writing Ord inance ",0 1276. an ordin~!lc t' to transfer th" 
old Jail Propcny (24 South Sl'dion Slrt'd) back tOlhe FSTC tor development a, lhe 
F~irh()pc Historical MIlS!.'um. Counellm"n Chriskltbcrry !110\ cd for immcdi "IC 
consideratiOIl. ~conded by Ford Jnd the moti on passcd unan imously. 

J uu~ I I . 20U6: Larry Thomas. with the FSTC. addressed tbe Cil} Council to report (m 
lilt Fairhope Histonc Idllsl'um and the dc\"d"pm~m of ~n are~ i mm"dia\~ly b.:hilld the 
mllscm!l into a park. transportal ion hub. and future expansion of the old jail build i ng. Hc 
stmcd thm thc plans are 10 crente connccth"ity 10 the ncw library with a pedestrian island 
or J raised walkway. \Ir. Thomas reqllcsted the following: I ) Transfer the parking 101 
propcny/lcasc to Fairhope Single Ta~. from the r~ar of the Old Jail BlIilding/Old City 
11all \0 llanerofi Street and 2) R"qu~Sllhe Cily ])ep~r1menls to \\'orl.. with lhe 
intr<lSlrUcluTc. ~ll,h dcp<lrtmcn!s as the Electric. Gas. Walcr/Sewer. and I'ublic Works. 

, 
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Dcan Mosher IIilh Ihe FSTC also addressed Ihe City Counci l npr~~,i ng th~130 parking 
Sp3CCS will he taken to install a ~enlr:ll park. " pbcc downlo\\11 where people can g31hcr, 
and to in~tal1 J !iJuntain. Sponsors will fund this proj~cl and Ihe tOlal cost of the project 
is estimated nl Onc Million dollars. 

r.-1r. Th0m,,~ ~lalcd Ih~ go,1I is 10 ITIJkc it;! lh-jng museI'm. The lime schedule for 
completion WIIS estimated m one year. hoping, it will be completed inlirnc for Ihe 2008 
centennial. the fOllnding of the municipal gOl'ernment of Fairhope. 

N<J nmher 27. 21106 : Up<J~I~ on Old City l la)l . ~k Thomas reported that once the shell 
orlhe Old City ilall Jnd lh~ old Ci,i] Defense building wen: n."lllol'cd Ihe FSTC realized 
thmjusl hJving the Old City Hall Jail renovated Ilwrc would not oc ~nough spaee for th~ 

Fairhope l li storical Mu:;..:mll . '1l1crdol\: the fut ure additional port ion III !J., ~on"l rU{:t~d to 
the lear of the bui lding wi ll hecom~ a part of thL' curre"t rel1()"ation project 

,June 2:'. 2007: ('ouncilmcmbcr Quinn introduced ill writing. and mOl'cd lor the 
adop1 ion of Res.olU1ion No. 1390-07. aU1ilorizing th~ expenditure of $700_000 lor Ihe 
l\' ~\1 F3irho~ HislOri~31 MU$~uJl1_ Th~ lJlotion lias s.ccllndL'd by Cmmci lm~' nber 

Christcnocrry. and passcd unanimousl ~ by voi<'e \"l)!<' 

Jul~' 6, 2007: Preston Bolt. Jr .. an attorney for Jland Ar~ndal1 issued anopillion 10 
Nancy Wilson, the Cit)' of Fairhope Treaslirer rq,ard ing the usc of General Obligat ion 
Warmnts to oc usee! for eonstru(1ion ()fth~ Mu~,.urn ade! ilion_ 

Jul}' 18. 2007: Agr~e1l1ent "JS pr¢p~n:d for th~ Ci ty 10 make certain payments to 
Fnirhl'p<: Single Tax Colony and thJt I'uirhope Single I ax Colony. using the funding 
pro\ ided by the City and olher funds alailabil' to it. develop the l\·lu~cum. The City 
3grc~d to pay tl1<.' fSTC the total sum orScwn Hundr~d Thousand oul1~r, as 1'0110"8: 
Four Hundr~d Thou;;and on Jul: 10,2007: T" o Hundred Thousand on ,\l'gusl 10.2007 : 
<lno One [lund red Thou~aT1d un O<:wocr 10, 2007. The fSTC agreed to apply such runds 
solely 10 Ihc costs ofthc addition to the muscum in accordance II itll Ihc plans and 
specifications submiltcd to the City, Upon r~q\le5t orthc Cit)" FSTC had to ma~~ 
a\1\ilablc to the cit)' or i1s age'Hts or emplo)','c_~ s",-h boob and re~<>rds re lkct ing 
cxpenditures of the Surn, contributed by the City for the constru<:tion of th~ museum 
Upon compkl,on or <'OBStruction uf the 11-1 U$C'Ull1, and no lilter than December 31, 2007, 
the FSTC wa~ 10 convey Ihe Museum Property and all improvements located thereon to 
the Cit) for operation as 31 listor] Museum. 

A ugu;;1 1 J. 2U()7: I_arTY Thomas, Pre~ i d~nt of lhe FSTC pres<!nted a report to City 
(lHmcil memb<:r~ r~garding th~ Old Juil/,\ luscUlll Project . Councilmcmbcr Christenberry 
introduced LJrryand it was reported that the projec t was on lime and in budgct. PrivatI' 
citizcns came together to beautify the park_ Compft!>s Bank. an adjacent property own~r, 

donated" piece ofland for thc project (sc'c Appendix F.) _ Al thal time, many lJ<:oplc \\en.~ 
thanked I<)r th",r clli.>rts. Councilman ford ><lid llellry Dunlap (treasurer of tlte existing 
Fairhope l li ~tory J\-'luscum) should also be thanked and stated that Donnie Barn:1t "ould 
"be a natural" for the muscum (Donnie Garren later })c{:mnc the :>'1 useunl Dirt'etorj_ 

I 
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COUEll,i lllltlllOCr ChristLnocrry stattd that th" FSTC has donated $150.000 to the 
)I, 1 ~'seU1l1 Mr. Thoma:; mentioned that Pl a~ni ~g ,md Zoning h'15 them 011 the agenda for 
S~ptcmbcr 4. 2007. 

O~to hl'r 1. 2007: Re~()n~truc ti()n was cOlllpi e!ed. Donnie B:llITlt was hi red h" the C' lly 
of Fairhope as Museum Dir~ctor and began conslructing new exhibits and moving the 
Fairhope Il i storic~l Muscum from the hisloric "l3el! Uuild ing" into the new f,1ci lity. fhe 
n(:" hui lding lIas nanled by thc FSTC leaders "Fairhopt.: MUS~ lll1\ of II is tor) ,-

AI}!"iI 5, 2008: The CilY hdd u Gra~d Op':ning Gala forthe 11CW Fairhope Museum of 
I listory. located on North S""tion Street. Rcsidents and aren ollicials gathcred for the 
c~r~molly and to tour the twa-story rellovaled bll ilding that was funded by the Fairhope 
Singk Tax ColOn} ~nd the Cil" 01 Fairhope. 

I 



8. I3i bliu;:r~p h y ~ 

B"oks: I 

Allums. l.arry. Fairhope 1994_/994: A Pi('lOrilillfis/ory. Virginia Ikach. Va,: The 
DOiming Company. 1994. Page 155, (MaJor Nix) 

Fa irhope Courier. Wcdncsday. NO\'l'mocr 2. 2005 
i\]obi1c Press Registl'f. Friday Novemocr I!( 2005 
Fairhope Courier. S~pt.cmh~r ] 9. 200] 
F:mhopcCourin. April S. 1928 
Hooker. Jan T" _. ,\ I unicip:'1 I'crsonal ily Sketch." Alabama League of M lIn icipalilics 
A I{lilama MUllicipalJouflwl. January. 1960. (Mayor Ov~rton) 
Hooker. Jan r" "Mltnicip~ll'crsonal i ty Sl..ct~ h "_ Alabama league orMunicj p~l ;tie~: 

A/,,/mmll '\/ullicif'{I/ JOllnw l. June 1963. (M<.Iyor Schn~l(lcr) 

C ity H:~cord s: 

I'll inutes of the R<:gular & SjXcial Meetings o f thl' C oun";1 01' T om1 of Fiiirhope, 
December 8. 1919 to 1\ lay 24_ 1926. inclusive _ (/d "yor G"lbrc~th) 

$;11nl: a~ ;Ilxl\'~, June 14. 1926 10 July 10. 1934. (.\'ia'"Or Nonhrup) 

Cit, of Fairhope Counci l /\'1 inuks_ J ul y 1934 -S~pt<:mbcr ] 938 .(,\ lay or Ruge ) 

Sam" tit k ilS illxl\'C. October 1 938-JU ll~ 1950 (Mayor Klump) 
Same tiTlc as abo,·c. Ju ly 1 ')SO-Scptcmocr 1<)56 ().,]nyor KluTll p) 
Same title as abovc. Octoocr 1956·0etoocr 1960 ().,Iilyor 0, crton) 
Same titlc as abow_ October 1 964 - Scptcmb~r 196 ~ (;"-layor Macon) 
Same titl~ as "bow_ O~lOber 1 986-S~ptembcr ] 972 (;"layor Macon) 
S~IT1" tit k 3S ~bon:. October 1972-Scplcmbcr 1976 (;"byor Nix) 

Same ti tle as abovc. Ju ly 3. 200 1 (1 Ji storical [wnts): 
Same titlc as above. Apr il S, 2002 (Historical EVents): 
Same title as abo,,,_ 1\13;' n . 2002 (1 h stori <:~1 Ewnts): 
Sam~ titl." a, abo,,,. ;"lay 29. 2002 (Il istorieal Evcnts); 
Same I; tl<: as abo,'c. lun" 10.2002 (ll istorical EWl1ts): 
Samc title as abo\'e. September 23, 2002 (Ilistorieal E, enls): 
Samc titlc as above _ :--.1m ember 15. 1002 (H i8 torical E \·~nts) : 

Samc ti lk as above. ;-./'" ~mber 25. 2002 (1 li8torical E'-ents): 
Same tl tk .1S above. Jun" 23, 2003 (Ilistorical Events): 
Same litle as abo\'". July] 4. 2003 (Ilistoriea l Evcnts): 
Samc ti llc as above. Novcmlx:r 14. 2005 (lli, (oricu.l E \ ~nt~) ; 

Samc titlc as ab<:,,'''. J unc ] 2. 2oo6{ Hist()ri~al E \ents) . 



Silll1C ti lk ~s aOOve. Nove,nbcr 27. 2006 (I I istorical EvelllS): 
, 

Same title J S aoove. June 25. 2007 (Historical h ems): 
Same titl e JS above. J ul)' 6. 2007 (Historical E,~nls): I 
Same ti ll c as aoo"c. l uI, ' \ X. 2007 (l \;slor;",, \ E\'<:n1s): 
S ~mc tule <IS aoo,'e . August 13, 2007 ( Ilistorical E"ents) , 



~. Gl'ograllhicallnrornl;. t ion: (See AU"cheu Vic init ~· M~ I') 

l'rupHI." Lucali"" Dc,cri!,l io,, : The prop .... 1y fhmt~ 10 the west on ;../orth Section 
Street. to the North i , bounded by Com pas> Bank Property. to the East by Hancrofl: and 
to the South by the City of Fairhope Welcome C,'nler. It is situated kss than a hl()t:k 
from the main intersection _ Fai rhope A, ~nuc and Sectioll St reet. of dO"llto"'n Fa irhope 
and very close t(, the onginal temlinal i'm point of the Peoples Railroad. 
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10. Pholo Log For I'rinlcd I' hotos 

I. Condson. Cmhy. Images of Am~rica Fai rl lOp<? Ch:lrlcs tr)1l . S. C. 2005 . Page 31. 

2. Oswald Fme~lm Sl~nding in Ii-om of the newly complete bu ilding. From a print til the 
1I.lu5euill files. 

3. A " ic" of the ne"ly mmplch.><l building. From ~ prim ill the City ofFairhop..-:. 
Historical MU>~'ull1 lilc~. 

4. A \'iew of the bui lding aftcr a tcn year period. Original Ii-om Simmons Collection in 
the Fairhope Histor ical 1I.luseuril Fi]c, . 

5. (;)rigina i is a M.W. Cl ine Poslc,ml from the E.D. Swift CollC-Clion in the Fairhope 
Ilistoric~l Muscum files. 
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An illlp()~in g t\ L'\V city h,1I 1 W:l~ hu llt in Ihe !"'I\)j"ltdar SPdllish Mi~s1tltl Reviv;d ,~ lyl c in 1927 
hy ltlcd contr,lunr Clsw,dd F()l's(cr, :1 Gl'rm:11l 11.l1ivl' who Clint: In Fairhnpt.: in [912. Thl.! 
i<-llldlll,uk ,-It 24 Nllrth Scctl()n Street dbn ... c rH, .. I;I.., the polIce ,,\,ltHln and CilY jad unt il 2001. 
Thl'> cleg;lIlt huddlng's ur iglll,tI 1.1\<lllc relll'lIn .. InraL! hehind ;t llIeLd (;il,,(' fnmt. (Courtesy 
A zdle For .. H.T t\ ndcr.,nll.) 
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REMOVE PLYWOOD AND PREPARE 
OPENING fOR NEW I'mmow. SEE 
'/IltJOOW NOTE ON "£XlsnNC SECOND 
FLOOR pLJ.N". 

NON-ORIGINAl.. WALL CW. 

o ----- ----- ---- ------

----------

REMOVE: THE OQOR AND WINDOWS AND 
f1WAB R£UO\'i;"THE NON-ORlCINAL 
I1.ASONffi' WALL EEloW "THE WINDOWS TO fULLY 
EXPOSE THE OR".Glw..L MASONRY OPENING. 

D 
REI,IOVE NON-ORJClNAI.. DOOR 
AND FRAME AND tN-fill TO 
FULLY EXPOSE ORIGINAL 
MASONRY OP£N1NG. 

EXISTING WEST ELEVATION (FRONT) 
a 3' 6' 
I , ' I 

g' 12' 
! r 

SCALE: 1/4" 1 '-0" 

EXISTING 
o 

[ 1 " I 
6' 

SCALE: 1/4" 

REMOVE "THE NON-ORIGINAl.. ROORNG 
SYSTElI TO EXPOSE THE ORIGINAl.. WOOD 
DECK. REMOVE: NON-ORlGWJ... WOOD TRIM 
TO EXPOSE TOP OF EXlsn~G MASONRY 
WALL. 

TIl<, 
LOUVER VENT 
AND CLOSE UP 
OPEING wrTH 
MASONRY. 

SOUTH ELEVATION (SIDE) 
g' 12' 
I 

1 '-0" 

REMOVE THESE TWO '/IlNDOWS AND 
THE NON-ORJGlIW.. MASONRY TO 
FULLY EXPOSE THE ORIGINAL 
MASONRY OF'ENING. 

REINFORCE EXISTING TIMBER TRUSSES WITH 
"SOLDIER" TOP. BOnm.!, VERTICAL AND 
OIACOUA!... CHORDS. SCAlI 10 EXISTING 
TRUSS MEM8ERS. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

REMOVE AlL OF THIS 
ONE sroR"f BUILDING. 



REMO'IE TliE 
tION-ORIGINAL ROOfiNG 
SYSTEM TO EXPOSE THE 
ORIGINAL WOOD DECK. 

HEM"" 
OOWNSPOUTS 

REliOVE WINDOWS. OPENINGS 
BE CLOSED UP WlTli /,IASONRY. 

J----REUOVE MHES, 
PIPES, CONDUITS, 
ITC, 

REMOVE All OF TIllS ONE STORY SECTION 

EXISTING EAST ELEVATION (REAR) 
o 3' 6' g' 12' 
! , ,!, ! 

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0" 

REPAIR OAW.GED ClAY 
TILE TAoEllED BUTTRESS. 

REVISION 
Mark Date 

SHEET TITl 

EXISTING 
EXTERIOR 
ELEVATIOI 

Project No. 

2005·55 
Oat e 

Sheet No. 

-2 

















This building is made o( day 
city tile and brick, and covered 
with concrete plaster. ole the 
colors o( the original oHi ce, the 
(ingerprints o( the brick Illilkers 
in the tile, and the horse hair 
protruding from the stucco plaster. 

~ •• ,,- .... uH unthl lt "0 111' In 1'I 1r; 
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