
STATE OF ALABAMA 

AlABAMA HISTOR[CAL COMMISSION 
725 MO."ROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALAB&~ 36130 
P!lOl',E: 832-6621 

ALA8AMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND !iERITAGE 
,\omination Form 

ro..M"I' Bal dwin 

NAM/'. Present (None) M= Nair HoI'5O Justonc Sunnyside Hotel 

J.(X:ATl(t;: Sl rcet and I<.Unbcr ~ortlrwest corner of Oak and Jessamfne Str eet s ~~~~~~~~----

Town (Give direc t ions if rural] Hagnol1a Spr ings . Alabama 36555 

*A M,\J' wrni TIlE J.A'\!lo\.AJl.K WIRKED m'iT BI. Slffi'.tlffill hln! 11115 ~\* 

G\n;(;()Ry; BuildinG (xl Structure ( ) Object () SHe ( ) District ( ) 

USE; Present Prhate r esidence Hi storic _"""e'C' _________ _ 

i)I'NERSIIIP; Public ( ) Priv;ne (X) 

Owner's Name Donald W. and Rita H. Mc~air 

Nailing Addre~s -cB"'e'C2'C"'--____________ ________ _ 
tlagnolia Springs, Alabama 36555 

11'.11'.GRIIT; Original Site (X) ~kl\"ed () IIhen? ------- -
From where? ____________ _ (Give de t ails in significance . ) 

CCMlITlCNS ; lixcellent (X) Good ( ) fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

lliREATS; No ( ~ ) Yes ( ] ~h~t ? _______________ _ 

RF .. ':iTORATlON II'WJ( ; Being considered ( ) Unden.lIY ( ) Ccmplet ed (X) Not planned ( ) 

SURROONDl~ ENVIRO.\)!E.\T: ~n land ( ) lI'oodland (X) Scattered buildings (X) 
High building dcnsi t)' ( ) Corrr.!crdal ( ) Industri al ( ) 
Residential (X) Rur al ( ) 

Acreage Less t han one 

For all categories other than a dis t rict and object gh'c a site plan .. "ith a Nor th arro-.· . 
Show related buildings. 

For a district give a ve rbal boundary descript i on and attach a sketch map of the district . 

• 
I 



SlGNIFlC4NCE : , 
lI'hy is t his lamb-nark signilicant? (~) associated with events, persons, or movement s ~ 

Local e X ) State () Nitional ( ) 
( X) a goo::l eJUUJqllc of a type or style of structure 
( ) other 

Explain: (Bneny state! why the above is true) 
Land devclopcrs of the l1agnolia Springs area housed prospectivc buyer s here. Good hun t ing, 
hea l thy miner al waters from the springs, and beau t i f ul surroundings att racted many wea lthy 
vaca t ioner s at the t urn of t he centu ry and af ter; Many who vacationed at the Sunnyside stayed 
to become permanent r esidents of the Springs. (See photocopy of Magnolia P1a~a sales brochur e 
of 1925.) 

Da t e of Construction or Peri od of major ilrpJrtance . 
l oca l his torians da t e at IB97 or lB9B. 

Architect or Builder (Gi\'e name and bi ographie5 . if knO\<oTl) 

Not Known 

Give a coot>lete but concise history of the l.andm.lrj.. . Inc lude information on importlUlt 
people and events associated "'ith tilt> landmark. (USE ADDITICN.\L SlO'l:."TS IF NECESSARY) 
The proper t y is f irs t recorded in 1894 as lot j of the O.S. Lyman subdi vis i on . Chri stopher 

McLennan pu rchased property 7/31/1897; sold to Edwin A. Bemis 11 {21/19oo. Loca l his toria ns 
and newspaper art icles da t e house as bei ng built in 1897 or 189B. W. H. Harding purchased 
property for S3S00 on 11/14/13 and on 11/15/13 t itle was conveyed to Frank H. Brunell who 
f i nanced the proper ty . The Hardlngs ran the Sunnyside Hotel for milny years. t~r . 8runel l 
deve l oped mos t of Magnolia Spr ings in the '20's and 30's and used the Sunnyside as lodgi n9s fo r 
prospective property buyers . So~t1me during this period, t he proper t y was deeded to the 
Hard l n9s, either as a g1f t or in lieu of salary. At their death it passed to t he Cowan's (she 
was Mrs . Hardi ngs sister) who had come to help the~ run the Hotel i n the summer of 1920 . They 
conti nued t o board 9uests and ser ve meals unt il t he 40's. I1r . G. Bernard tells us that during 
the 20 ' s he served as illluide Jor a .ar:oup gf real thv Chica.9o sportsmen who stayed for 3 mon t hs 

-State sources ot lJIi'"ormatl on, gi'VlIIg lUI blblIographlcal data : (continued).-
Rea l Estate Records - Judge of Probate , Baldwin Count y , At. ; Magnolia Plaza sa l es brochur e of 
1925 ; Photos, wri ti ngs and Pas t Cards of loea 1 hi storians; tli nu t es of Magro 1 ia Sprl ngs Corrfl1..m ity 
Associat ion ; Interviews wi t h local r esidents (we had an Open House after restorat ion and every -

'"5&l\'irnl'., " " 11 ,d '~i\\lo~'n&PrA~\U"'W ,1'Wt8!hl'MnI'M!'FJII' 'CO". 
Co~lete as di rected belo,", for each category . 

BUllllING : 

~r of stories - --'11---- Foundation -"'r1"·,;k~ __ _ Basement _ ____ _ 

\\'all Mater ial : (No t e changes fran one floor ar ""ing to another) 
(clapboard , brick, stone, ,,"00<1. shingle, board and batton, stucco over 
wood or brick, metal, logs) 

Cl apboard of hear t of yellow pine . 

Struct ural System : (If lmOMn) 
Wood frame ( ~ ) Load-bearing masonry ( ) Iron or St eel ( ) 



HISTORY OF THE LANDllARK (Continued) 

each winter, bringing their own whis~ey in a wagon load of trun~s. 
that by t hen, guests t raveled as far as Foley by t r ain and cawe the 
way by wagon. In the early 1900's guests arrived by boat (the doc k 
foot of Jessamine St . ). 

Ill' t el l s us 
rest of the 
is at the 

The Sunnyside also served as /'agnolia Springs I'1iljor meeting pl ace and 
eating spo t. r~rs. Challenor, daughter of the late Dr. Howe, sta t es that he 
at t ended I'1ilny d dinner in the dining room during the early 1900 ' s. As t he areas 
only doctor he was ~ dignitary on ever)ones list. It continued to be a popular 
spo t for Sunday dinner for local residents until so~time in the late 40's 
or early 50's. Local Creole familes have told us the Sunnyside was known fo r 
gOOd fish and purchased a good portion of thei r catCh. We have talked to 
severa l Creoles who worled here and they all tell us the meals were served at 
one very long table t hat ran the length of the 31 foot dining room. The 2 sides 
of t he f ireplace in the dining room kept it warm on cool days. It. the Grt'3t 
Ila]\l and the porches. they tell us, were the hub of relaxing and vis i ting f or 
the gUlls t s. 

• 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

Roof 'JYpe: (Gable, Gambrel, Mmsard, Flat, Hippe<i,Canbination) 

Roof Covering: (Wood shingle , Asph.:olt , Tile, Metal, Slate) 

Roof Trim: (Cornices, bargeboard, brackets, etc.) 

Porches: 
across front 
the 

Front (type and 
and east side. All 

!)idc (type M<I dcscription) 

lbors: M:lln entrancc (location, descriptionl Large hedrt pine ghss-paned door wi t h 
transom abo~e, flanked with large w1ndows Which am surround. opens to Great Hall. 

OUler entrances (lociltlOn descTlption) 1) opens to dining room from front porch; 
2) door opens into kitchen from side porch; J) door with stained glass surround opens between 
brea~fast/sun room and back porch. 

Windows: Types and rnmIDcr of each floor of facade Front: 3 on lower level, 2 dormers abo~e. 
East side: 5 10l.0er level, 4 above. BdCk: 3 windows, l stained glH~ windows plus stained 
glass surroundT9Jle!OIfflI1 .\.Oit/M, ~"li f~ms~ fIl~v~idc,!eWsMllr 5 lower level, 2 abo~e. 
Majori t y are original and are heart pine, but some ha~e been replaced. 

Interior: Describe mantels, stain.-ays, ... -ainscotj.og, plaster.o.oork and any unusl).l!l featu(~s. 
Wall, and ceilings are beaded heart yellow pine in all robms e~cept dining room, kitchen. flrst 
floor back bedroom and bath and master bedroom. where they are plaster and wallpaper. All wood 
has been restored to original finish e~cept in Fdmily Room where it is painted. Floors t ongue 
and groove heart pine. !lost woodwork is Nre curly pine. Leaded glass French doors in Great 
Hall. 3-sided fireplace has original curly pine roantle in Great Hall. Doors afe solid hear t pine 
with transoms. The ceilings are 13 feet on the first floor, and 10 feet on the second. TW1l 
stairnells lead to sep.Jrate sections of second floor . Most of the gas light pip i ng still 
remains in walls and ceilings . One of t he dining room fireplaces has a rare hand-carved 
cherry mantle (not orignial). 

Other: Use this space to describe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
f eatures of the structure and i t s surroundings. See Site Plan for dimensions. 

Pu~ house is on original si .. but water to./er has been reroved. Carriage house, on original site. 
is ;n the final stages of res toriition by owner. Only addition to the house w~.s done i n the 
early 20's (kitchen and back bedroom on first floor and .,..aster bedroom arEa). In areas where 
house had been "modernized", owners have restored with authentic period pieces -- cherry mantle, 
stained glass, ceiling fans, lighting fixtures, etc. Extensive termite damage in rear of house 
was corrected with pine customed milled for breakfast /sun room and bac k wall of family room 
(see photo) wa5 corrected with pine customed milled to I"<Itch original wood. Sa l~aged wood was 
used in porch restoration. 

0:1 an additional sheet make a ske t ch of the floor plan of the building, sho>."ing 
dimensions if possible. 
nus IS NOT ~IRED! 

I 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

STRUCTURE: On a ~cparate sheet of paper give a complete as possible Yerbal descrip t ion 
of the s truc ture. (See examples) 

ORJECf: 

SITE: 

lHSl'RICI': 

On a separat e sheet of paper give !I coqllete as possible verbal descript ion 
of the object. (See cxamplcs) 

On a separate sheet of paper gi\'c the prcsent description of the site and 
how the site is bdieYoo to have looked during its pcrioo of importJJ'lce . 

On a separ~te shL~t of paper glve a general description of the district. Also 
needed is a numbered list of the structures in the district corresponding to 
the skeu;:h IMp. This listing should include a name for the structure, a dnte 
of construLtion, a brief descnption . a statClllCnt of Io'hy the stmcture IS 

\l1:nific3nt, if it is. 

M:.Jp: A U. S. Gco logical !:iul"Vey ~bp is preferred , but if you ~re urlJble to obt nin 
one a county higm.ay In'Ip rnay be used. 

Photographs: BI:lck and ~'hlte, glo~sy fini:>h , S x 7, or B x la , is preferred . 

FORM PREPARED BY 

N.'UllC __ --JO"." •• "',''-'I'C,~a~.''_''ci""''''"C,4;f;6.'"' a"h' , _________ 'Datc Deccl"bcr 28 . 1081 

Address _~g.'"'cJ1JZ"'L-_ _________________ Telephone ?QS-96S-Z810 

TOWII [lagl'o] la Sprln<;ls 

Organization ________ _ ____________________ ____ _ 

For Alabama Historical Commission usc only 

STAFF CUNINfS: 

~~~: WW __________________________________________________________________ _ 

U. T. M. Reference 
-~-==---;'tUruu.ug 

Thematic Ca t egory ___________________________________________________________ __ 

Added to AI.JIBiIMI\ REGISTER _______________________________________________________________ _ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potential 

• 
• 
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STRUCTURE DESCRIPTlOII 

(See Site Pl~ns for dimens i ons) 

The s tructure is a raised Gulf Coas t Cottage, though it is considerably 

lar ger than most other structures of this type in the area . It is const ruc ted 

of materials na ti ve t o the area at the time. \lood is all ye ll ow heart pine. 

Walls and floors ar e two and t hree layers of pine thickness . Bri ck is of red 

found in other ea r ly bric~ of the an'a and brier mason says ; t was probably 

ITI(Ide clos e to the site. It has a sand base II"Ottn . 

\ The exterior walls are all painted clapboard . During restoration . clap

board was removed f rom rear of house which had suffered extensive damage. Th( 

salvagable wood was used to repair deteriorating spo ts in the front and on the 

sides. New clapboard was sel&ted to ITliHeh the origiMl f~ r the rear . The 

roof was originally hand-hewn wood shake shingles -- some were uncovered duri nQ 

r estora ti on . The porch exterds ~cross the fr ont of the house and dow,' the east 

side. Th~ ceilings are headed pinr and the f l ooring heart pine. All posts, 

balusters , rails and newell pos t s are original. 

The exterior has been restored as authentically as owners could ascerta in 

us ing pho t os da t ing to the early 1900's . A notable eXdllllle is t he front porch 

roof which had been flattened to look "rodern" by a previous owner . Photos were 

used to measure the pitch and restore to original dimensions . 

The house sits appl'exim.J.te 600 fee t f rom the Magnolia River . which can be 

seen from the porch. Jt is surrounded by large old live oa k t rees . It is 

situated at t he beginning of Magnolia Springs well-known arch of Oa ks which 

extend past the structure ~nd down Oak Street. 

• 
• 
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Replaced wood wall in family room 



South end of dining room 



Restored bathroom 



Front First Floor Bedroom 



Curly pine woodwork 



North end of Great Hall 



South end of Great Hall 



Breakfast/Sun Room features stained 
glass surrcund. Walls are customed 
mi 11 ed pi ne. 


