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"" I. Name 
historic Rosinton School (located in the Rosinton commun'kr ~ 
andlnr common • 

2 . l ocjltjon 4 . 4 miles Eilst of State Hwy S9 on Baldw.tn County Road 6'; (S9,TS,R4E 
me~l& nymber 2021 County Road 64 
city lown Rohel:"tsdale 
mle ilL 

• 
3. Clnsificatjo n 
CaCtl:o ry Ownership 

district ~ublic 

u;building(s) -private 
_structure _bo<h 

Public Acquisitio n 
_ In process 
_ being considered 

4. Owner Q(p[Qpcrt), 
name St;:>te o f Alabamoll 

street & number 
cjty toWD Moncqo",ecy 

-vicin ity of Robectsda Ie/LOX ley 
county aaldwin ZIP 3 6 567 

5 ':llu5 
;u.oo::cupied 
_ ul\OCCllp ied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
""'--yes: restricted 
XXyes· unrestricted 

"' 

. yjcjni ty of 

Prescnt Usc 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
xx educational 
_ entcrtairunent 
-sovcmment 

industrial 
_ mi li tary 

_muscum 
-PMk 
-private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_transportation 
_other: 

PhonC numbcr 

5 . Floor p la n & site p lu n . t b c wac!: below !o skCtch floo r plan and site plan or a!lacb addjtjona l sheel 

See Att<lched 
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6. Dcsc riill io D (See ij!!JChcd im[OIC!jons for smilie !'1"m!!",' ) 

Condition 
~.xcdlenl 

ESood 
fair 

_ "_deteriorated 
_ rums 
_unexpo~d 

Check one 
xxunahe.-ed 

altered 

Check oue 
~rig;n.11 sile 

• 

moved date' _______ _ 

, 
Describe the prcuul ~nd orig in~1 (if known) physical appearance. 

See a t.tachecl 

. . 
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ROSINTON SCHOOL 
2021 County Koad 64 
Robertsdale, Baldwin County 36567 

Owner ' 
Nolan p , Cooper & Carole E. Cooper 
Cooper Keal Estate 
23771 State Highway 59 
Robcrtsdak AL 36567 

cc: Dr. Albert Thoma,. Superintendent 
Baldwin Coumy Board of Education 
175 Courthouse Square 
Bay M1nel!e, AL 36507 
334-937-0308 

SUMMARY' 

AR 5119/99 

Submitted by. 
Koscllcn Coggin, Secretary 
Rosinton Community Association 
26735 Ard Road 
Robertsdale, AL 36567 
334-960- 1391 (h) 
334-943-9222 (w) 

The Rosinton School is a one-story rrame ru ral school house dating from 1919. It is 
situated \.l!l ten acres in the Baldwin County community of Rosinton. facing 8ol.lth on Baldwin 
County Ilighway 64. approximately 4 miles east of Loxley, Originally constructed in a three--
room cross-gabled T plan with central pavilion, additions in 1923 and 194 1 resulted in the present 
sidc-E form fcat ll ri'lg three prominent front _facing pavilions, Craftsman period influences appear 
in Inc exposed eaves, b"lcketed gable cnds, and porch trim, Other notable architectural elcmems 
include the wide banks of919 double hung sash windows. arranged in groupings offour on the 
center front g~b\c. two on the flanking gahles. and five on the side elevations. These reflected 
prevai li ng ~arly 20" century educational theories. whereby learning conditions were believed to be 
maximized throllgh optimal natural lighting 

Local histories record that the school was constructed during a period of consolidation of 
public schools i!1ld was the earliest in Llaldwin County to utilize state funding under the "State Aid 
Plan," One-room schools at Antioch and Wilcox and. four years later. at Holinger and Styx River 
were combined to ronn the Rosimon School. Other community improvements associated with 
construct ion ,,1' the new budding were the bridging of Mill Creek and the opening ofa new road 
leading to the school. Funding for the buil ding was provided by a $1700 loan to the BaldWIn 
County Board of Educ~tion and a S6S0 contribution from Ine State Board ofEdllcation. Early 
enrollment ligllre.1 were reporlL"<1 at 140 pupils and two teachers in a grade one-through-cight 
curricululll l3y In I, classes ""ere olferred through the tenth grade with the addition of a third 
teacher in the room designated as a library Later. wi th add it ional physical facilities, two more 
teachers were addcd When 8 consolidat~d county high school was constructed in Robertsdale in 
1925, Rosinton returned to a first·through-eighth grade curriculum (Gulledge and Kennedy 
histories) 

Today Rosinton serves as a grade K-6 elementary ,chool The building remains very close 
to its original condit iOTl, maintaining a high degree of architectural integrity, Origtnal elements 
include exterior weatherboard siding, Craftsman decorative features, 9/9 wood sash windows, 
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exterior doors fCMuring 9 upper liles/3 horizontal wood panels. interior wa ll and ceiling materials 
(probably longue and groove), and simple interior trim (comicc, picture mold , door & window 
surrounds), The wood floor is covered with linolcllm tile bUI is probably recoverable. Original 
chalk boards arc 10SL One of the original classrooms and the library are now used as a cafeteria 
and kitchen, and i! lletached auditorium was added to the campus in 1949 Additional claimooms 
and trailers were al$o added in recent years The school I> scheduled \0 complete ils final year of 
operation witil the end of Ihe 1998-99 school yea r. and the transfer of the property from lhe Slale 
Board of Educat ion 10 a pri vate developer has already been finalized for July, 1999, 

STATEMEI\'T OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rosinton School IS eligible for li sting on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage 
under bit~ria II and C. in the areas of education and archi tecture. As a result of a consolidation 
program and possibly Baldwin County's first school to utilize the "SMe Aid Plan."' it depicts the 
succe,s of ~rogrc,., ive ideaol03Y in p~,blic education. Attempts to educate a wide segment of 
society rcsu !tcd in the consolid31ion of one· room rural wh()ols and the con.tn,ction of spacious. 
modern facili t ies. Archi tecwrally, the bu il ding reflects bOlh the influences of the popular early_ 
20th century Craftsman style and the prevailing educational theories whereby the quality of 
physicallacilit i e~ were considered a determining factor in the quality of educa tion. The ,chool 
maintains a high degree of arch it ectural and historic imegrity and remains as an increasingly rare 
architectura l type, At the present time, ownership is in transition. and the building is currcntly 
threa te ncd by modcrn de\'elopment. 
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7. S ig n i fica nee (5« auxbs;d 'Q1'O!CU0!l5 for Srs:cj!ic M"ddjnn ) 

P~riod 
-",e~lStoric 

_ '400.1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1799 
1100-1799 

_,800-t8S9 
2.,.)4900-

Ar~:u of S ignilit~ nce-Check 3nd justify below 
_afcheol<>!T1_p<e~i$lQnc _community planrung _landscape arcM&CIufI: 
_~archeoIO!jy_hlSlonc _~conservation _~'ow 

_~agricultu' e _~economic5 _~I~eralu' e 
_ arcMecturl .lU>e<iucation _~milit~ry 

., _engineering _~m"'" 
_ commerce _e.pIo'~tiO<\lse!lJltmenl ~osoplly 
_ communicalions _indUSlly ~ovemm.nt 

Sper mr lIm;'! 191 9 Buildcr/Arcbj lw 

Statement of Significance <i n one p3ragnph). 

See a ttached 

, 

_~'eljgion 
_~science 
_~sculpture 

lilLsociaU 
humanoUlrian 

_theme' 
_othe r ($peQfy) 

I 
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S. i\liljor Bibljog rap hica! References 
Interviews: 

Ellison, Irma (92 year old .esident of Rosinton) 
E1hion , F.B. (67 ye ... r old resident. of Rosinton) 
Ryan. Jeannene 

Gulledge , I'-ene, handwl-~tten hlatary 
Ba!dwln Register , July 13, 1998, Saving the Schoolhouse 
Gulf CO<lst Newspapers, August 19. 1998 , Last W.:lltz for Rosinton 

,. Geographica l Data 

Acreage of nominated property , 
Quadrangle name South 1/2 

Southwest 
Southwest 

10 acpgs . more or les s 
of the SQutheast 1/4 of tho Southwest 1/4 of 
1/4 and North 1/2 of t he Southeast 1/4 of the 
1/4 of S9. TS:;, R4E of Baldwin County 

.. 

Enclose ma.p $ho......mg location of properry. (city or county map. ~ta(t highway department map. or USGS map) 

See attached 

10. form Prepared By 

n~m,",llrI" Rosellen Coggin , Sec["sary 
organiza tion ROSl.ntOn COmmllOl.tv Association date 212319<1 

!elephone 314 -<16 0_ J 39) 

, I 

strcet &oumber 2613~ A.r:d Road 
cjlyor!Pwn Robertsdale mte ~! zjp 36567 ' 

3 3't -1<t3· 'I A;l,). (""J 

I I. Please submit color sHdcs of the property with thjs form. 

Color slides are essen!iallO the revicw proccS$. 

12. Please retyrn A1.ABAMA REGISTER form and documentation to: 

Alabama Register Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
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Rosinton School is a onc story frame building. The original bui lding consisted of two school 
rooms and a library. It was the first school in Baldwin County to be built on the "Stme Aid 
Plan". Our school faces south and sits on iO acres. more or less. of property. The bnilding is 
still CUITCtllly used as an active school house and has been kept remarkably well. 

The foundation reSI on brick piers. The height varies from 3 feel. 4 inches on the front 
South\.\'Cst comer to 10 inches on the back Northwest comer to about 1 foot in an inner back 
eomer to 1 foot , S inches on the Southeast comer. 

The interior framing is wood frame. '111e eXlCrior wall material is 5 Y, inch lap siding. [t is the 
original boarding. 'Illerc arc Ihree gables facing south that dcpictthc original center seclion and 
Ihen the additions that were added [mer. [n 1923. lhe two classrooms were added on the We,t 
side anp in 194 [ the addition or one more classroom was added thc E3st ~i de. The porchc~ and 
simated between the original gable and the side gables and are set in to cOlll1ect the bui ldings . A 
snap shot is enclosed to show Ihe roof shape and is presently covered wilh 3 tab shingles. It 
previously had a lin roof. There is one chimney which is located in the middle go.ble ond looks 
to be the center of the original btlilding. 

Either door on either side of the middle gable has been used ~ a "rna;ll enlr,mee". The door to 
the right of the middle bay " "JS at one lime considered the "main entronc,," because the schOOl 
office was jUSll0 Ihe len as $oon as one enlered the building. The door toda~' to the len of Ihe 
middle bay i, used because ill'Tller:; direCI[y into the cakt<'ria. The offices are no longer located 
in the main bui lding. There arc four doors 10 en!!..'!" from the front side of the building. They ar() 
the original doors. They ha"<' nine panes of gla,s;it the top and threc pan<,1 ~ horizontal on the 
bottom hair. All are single doors w;lh simple wo()<llnm. 

There are eight single windows across the front that me,tSure 8' 7 Y," x 40", with 9 panes in each 
lOp and bottom sash. The trim around all "indo,,"5 is simple wood. The rooms facing west have 
two sets of five single wi11(lows wilh the $;,me measurements.. The windows t;.eing north have 
two sets of five with the &arne rne~surement. The room facing east also has lhe five single 
windows witb Ihe ~me mea>urement a> the others. There arc smaller windows m the back of 
the porches that measure 7" x 28" that are single windows. double hung with 4 p~nes ~r top and 
bottom sash. There is one more set of windows that measure 8' 7 \1," x 40 V;' a double hung. 
double sct with 9 panes per lOp and boltom sash. 

The interior features [2' 5"' ceilings. It has sh<Je molding ;!round top. Drop down I y, fOOl for 
the picture frJme molding and the lap siding is also contiHued on lhe interior wilh 4" wide 
I>o~"h. Simple wUO<i lljJl' ;lIuumllhe d"",., ami wi",Ju"'~ rru,,, the i",ilk. The nu ... "j"g j, tik 
It looks like the base Oflhc original light fixtures arc used wi th "naked bulbs" but were no 
globes covering the bulbs. 

Th~ property IS dotted with l~rge pine and oak trees. ;\ few dogwood and smoller trees here and 
Ihere. The b"i[ding is lands<:aped \\ith shrubs along the front and sides. 
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Statem ent of Significance 

O<l(ing from the beginning of construdion in 1919 ~nd ready for ~l\ldcnls in 1920. Rosinton 
School united two communities which was just the beginmng for this growing comml.lnity. To 
those of us who have \)&,n reared in this special place called Rosintun and au<:ndcd Rosinton 
School, there is a pride that is not found as onen iI5 one might think. As we expressed this Hl our 
"Purposc" for organizing OUI non profit asSOC;<I1ion. we will also stile to you .. 

The inilial purpose of Ihe corporaliOIl is 10 preserve the oriJ.:inal SIn/elllfe oflhe 
Kosinloll School building as a hislOrical sill' and dC\'rlopinJ.! a/aei/ity Ihal 110/ 
only preserws Ihe his/my of community, bw which Is Il I'isllol reminder of 0/" 

,[ic!. heritage/or JUlure gell<'rilliolis. Also. /0 eslabiisn WI emily 10 preserw Ihe 
Wllues and help Ihe c()mmunily keep in Inuch wilh il.\' rom lIS we progre.ls in/() Ihe 
21 SI C~nll1ry and maintain a l'is1lal remintier wl'icll shall rel're.,·enl a standard 'if 
nl"illg for lite cili::ens of Ih~ Rosimol! ConUlJI/IIiry 

We do llotlJa\e the Ilamc of the actual builder or architect. but we do know it was con~t ructed by 
the Baldwin County Board of Education and the State of Alabama contributed $650.00. It has 
b<.>{;n under the ownership of the State of Alabama and will change hands to private o\vnership 
July 1.1999. Acopyofthedccdisal1aehed. 

By Quitclaim Deed. our school was givcn ovcr in a '·Iand swap" by our then Governor Fob 
Jamcs. and Statc Superintendent of f:d ucation. Ed Richardson in a deal with a local rcside~t 
before any onc quite knew what was going on. Our school was "sold out" from undemeath us 
B~ause of its historical value and because it is on its original site. wc feci ;t should bc prescrvcd. 
Now. whether it will be possible for the school to remain ··on s;te·· will be the diflicult Pilrt. Ifit 
has to be moved, so be it. just as long as it is not destroyed. Pka<;c help If at all JX)~sible we 
would like to keep it intact and on site. If nothing CJIl be done towards Ihat regard, il wonld be.1 
tremendous hOllor to at least have it marked as a Hislorical Sile by the Stme of Alabanm. We 
ar~ looking for information. advice. options, recommendat ions. anyth ing thm can be offered as a 
solution. Plcase ~Idp! 
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