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I. Name 
hjstQric S, Luke's Cburch 
aodfor common Sl Francis a\ tho Poim Churl<h Traditiooal Protestant Episcopal Church 

2. Location 0 J mile nooh oepoin! Clear Post Office which is al intersection peStale Roads J2 & 98 
street & number Alabama Scenic Route 98 a1 Confederate Rest Drive 
cily IOwn pojOl Clear -yjcinity pf 
statc Alabama county Baldwin 

, 
3. C lassification 
Category 

disu;cl 
_x _ building(s) 
_ structure 

site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_xyrivate 
_ both 
Puhlir Acquisition 
_In process 
_lming considered 

4. Owner of Property 

Status 
_x_occupied 
_unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessihle 
-'yes: restricted 
-'yes: unl'estricted 

0" -

Prelient Use 
_ agriculture 

commercial 
educational -
entertainment -

-----S0vcrnmelll 
industrial 

_military 

ZiP 36564 0916 

museum 
_ park 
-----'private residence 
_xJcligious 

scientific 
_transportation 

other: 

name 5t Francjs at the Point Traditional Protestant Episcopal Church PhODC nnmbcr 334-928- 1255 
street&numbcr PO Box916 
cjty town PRim Clear ---Yicjni!Yof ZiP )6564-0916 

s. Floor Ulao & site plan. Use space below to sketch Door plan and sitc plan or 8113Cb addi tional sbeel 

Anached 
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6. Description (See Q1!jlCbcd instructions for mecific guidshDS'l ) 

Cond ition 
J( excellent 

-"000 
fair 

deteriorated 
_ rums 
_ unexposed 

C heck one 
unaltered 

_x_altered 

Check one 
_x_original site 
_moved date, _ ______ _ 

Describe the prese nt and original (i f known) physical .ppeanlllce. 

SI Luke'slSt. Francis at Ihe Point Church is a one·$tOry, frame with clapboard, gable·front building dating from 
1898 and depicting a late vernacular interpretation ofttle Gothic Revival style. Elements of the style appear in 
the steeply pitched-front facing gables, the wood shingles in the: gable ends. and the pointed-arched windows of 
the nave. The building faces west on Alabama Scenic H ighway 98, at the northeast comer of its intersection ",,;th 
Confederate ~eSl Drive, Point Clear, Baldwin Coullty. The nominated property includes the original 0.7 acres 
on which the church is located. Adjacent to the church on the north and located on 2 acres of property acquired 
in 1987 from the Mariott Grand Hotel is a Pari.h House. a frame structure dating from 1994. The two buildings 
are joined by concrete walkways and accessible by a curved drive off of Highway 98. Parking is located along 
the drive, at the north end oftke Parish House, and on the SOIIth side of the church a1 Confederate Rest Drive 
Uve oak trees and azalea bushes provide a tranquil setting for randomly placed gatden statuary, while foundation 
and border plantings ornament the buildings and walkways. 

Constructed in 1898, the church originally consisted of a simple L plan. with a large ",ctangular space conta ining 
the nave/chancel and a rear L forming the $.lcristy. Entrance was through double doors that were minimally 
protected by a small gabled stoop Buttresses were located 81 each comer (except the NW which was supported 
by the sacristy) and al the midpoint of each side orlhe building. In 1927, the porch was extended across the full 
width, and a single leaf door. featuring tw() pointe<!·arch upper panels over two rectangular lower panels, 
replaced the original double doors (1t possibly was one of the original doors) . Two square po$ts supponed the 
porch, while simple side rails and wood shingles provided ornament. Later. in 1957. w hen Mrs. Ben F. Hamel 
convened the building to I gift shop. an office and re$l room were added onto the sacristy area at the rear of the 
building. An original window, formcrly located on the nonh side of the sacristy, was llIiJizcd on the north walt of 
the addition. Other doors and windows used in the addition arc modem. Finally, the most recent alteration was 
made in 1984, when the Traditional Episcopal ChurCh enclosed the front porch to form an anterior area 
co ntaining a nanhex, an organ. and a storage closet. The original buttresses at the front comers determined the 
plane of the side exterior walls of the addition, resulting in the unusual sloped effect Later, in 1995, a smaller 
front gabled porch, reminiscent of the original, was added 10 protect the entrance. The 1927 door was utilized in 
the renovation, and the decorative wood shingles. porch rail, and spindle frieze recalled the ornamentation ofttle 
original facade-

The building rests on a concrete block foundation e~tc nding 24" off the ground. Operable fou ndation grates 
provide ventilation. Exterior walls appear to be original dapboard but likely consist of some replacement boards 
used to repair damage inculTed from a 1917 hunicane. Nave windows (four On the SQuth and three on the north) 
are clear glass and consist of double hung sashes, with. J·lile Gothic·arched upper sash over two vertical 
rectangulat lower lites. Other windows are located in the rear L and include an original III sash relocate<! on the 
I"IOnh wall oftke addi tion, I modem 16-lite casement window on the west side of the addition, and I $TIIaI1 
modem .... indow on the cast. Exterior doors include the 4·panel Gothic style front entrance and a modem six· 
panel door on the north wall9fthe sacristy. Roofing is steeply pitched mul ti.gabled and is covered with asphalt 
shingles. A Celtic cross which originally adorned the structure again ornaments the peak of the front gable of the 
nave roof. There are no chimneys vi sible on the exterior. 

I 
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The interior ofthc wood frame structure is painted while and conlains lhe original lx6 wood floors and beaded 
longue and groo~~ waUl and ceiling. Floors are carpeled in Ihe heavy traffic areas ofthc nanhex/nave/chancel 
and covered with vinyl in the $acri$ly/office. Molded trim is used al the ceiling and base orthe walls, a ! 
wainscoting and chair rail on the lower wall, and simple casings around the doors and windows. The ceiling is 
vauhed and features a slender rectangular tongue and groove panel stretching the length of the nave and I 
enhancing its linearity. Two brass chandeliers and a modem spotlight are located along the center ceiling panel. 
Entrance to the building leads to the small narthex containing a louvered closet across the north wall and an 
organ at the south end. The original baptismal and an original electrified gas chandelier are relocated in the 
nanhCll . Three symmetrically placed cased openings lead into the nave. In the nave, a center aisle separates two 
rows ofbox-1ike stained wood pews and kneelers, with seven pews per row pro\iding seating for 56 worshipers.. 
Five of tile pews are origirW and are made of cypress. while the remainder were taken from the Admiral Semmes 
Hotel in Mobile during the 1984 renovation project . The chancel area is raised one step above the nave and 
separated from it by a painted spindle-post communion rail, with a small gate leading from the center aisle to the 
ahar. The altar dates from the 1984 renovation, though it wu constructed in a style similar to the original . A 
small podium and communion stand are located on either side of the altar. A large wooden cross hangs above 
the altar on tlfe east wall and provides the interior focal point. A modem door leads from the chancel into the 
sacristy and thence to a small office am! rest room facility which were added in 1954 Heating and cooling are 
provided by a central unit which wu added in 1991 . The system was installed in the foundation crawl space. 
with air ~'ents located along the bastboards of the building and in the upper portion of the east wall oftke nave. 
Original heating \\"3.5 pro\ided by a wood-burning stove 

Plans for future alteration include construction ora covered walkway between the Sacristy and Parish House and 
possibly the relocation of the original ",ndow from the north to thc west wall of the sacristy, as well as the 
possible replacement of the modern interior door between thc chancel and sacristy with a Gothic style paneled 
door Interested church members are seeking advice regarding their rClIOvation plans . 
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7. S ignificance (Sa: j!!!"bcd IQStruchON for specific pl!dehOCS ) 

Period 
--""ehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1799 

_1100-1799 
_x_'800-'899 

,.". 

Areas of Signilicance-Cht(k and jUJtify below 
_Ireheology-prehi$toric: _community plannlnll _landscape architecture 
_llcheology-hisloric; _~nselVatian _"w 
_*!IlIculture _IKOIIOnW:s _literature 
_ x_ ardUtedl.lre _education __ • 
_!Nt _ angineering _mu.,;c 
_~mm,rc, _,xploralicnlsettlam,nt ---..PhiI<>5ophy 
_communic<rlions _industry ---P"titk:slllovernment 

Sotcifi( dates 1898 Bl1ilder/Architffl lohn de Sjlyey 

Slatement of Significance (in one paragrJlph). 

_rel",ion 
_lJcience 
_fCulptuJe 
_$C(:iall 

humanUrian 
_thuter 
_other ($petify) 

"The SI. Luke's/SI. Francel at the Point Church is eligible for listing on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and 
Heritage under Criterion C, in the area of architecture. The building depict s a fine example of. late·period 
vernacular G~lhic Revival style church. Its nineteenth century styling and construction are treasured by the 
convnunity, and it is additionally imponant in being the first Episcopal church (as well as one of the first 
churches of any denomination) constructed on the eastern shore of Mobile Bay. 

lIislorkal Summary: 
The congregation of the original occupant and owner of the building (5t Luke's Church) was formed in 1896 
"The land was donated and the church building erected in 1898, remaining active as such until 1947 During 
World War n, the congregation diminished and the building was vacant from 1947·1956. In 1956, it was 
deconsecrated and its interior disassembled. The following ~ear the buildin8 was sold by the Diocese to Mrs. 
Ben F_ Hamel, who utilized it II.S a gift Ind antique shop Mrs. Hamd enlarged the sacristy area to provide an 
office and res! room facility_ Finally, the Traditional Protestant EpiSC{)pa! Church acquired the propeny and 
consecrated il for religious services beginning on November 29, 1984_ During this period, the porch assumed ilS 
current appearance, and interior was restored or reconstructed as close to the original as pos.sible. The current 
congregation is increuingly active II.S a parish. 

See attached snicle on 51. Luke's Church (florence Dolive SCOII. 1971) for addi tional details . 

• 
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8. Major Bibliographical References 
~Baldwin Edition", Mobile Press Register' MarCil 12, \978 
Baldwjn Pms Re&isler: March 19, 1990 
EaslCt Sbore Courier: October 31, 1984 
Ledgers of 51 Luke's Episcopal Church Now located in 51 James Episcopal Church, fairhope. Alabama. 
Morley, Dr Charles. Minister. 51. f rancis at the Point Church. 334-928.1255 
Rowe. Ann Member, SI. Francis Illhe Point Church, 334-344-3735. 
Scott. Florence I)Qli~e. Bal1)es Wbarfand Point Clw. Mobile, Alabama: GulfSlalcs Engraving Company, 

1971, 
Slater, Sarah. Member, 51. Francis at the Point ChliTell . 334-928-7413 

9. Gtoenpbjr.! !>ala 

Acreage of ndmina .. ,:",:..:p,~o."":rt,Y==~O~7~~:":'====_ 
Quadrangle name _ 

Enclose map sho .... ing location of propeny. (cily OT county map, state highway depanmenl map, or USGS map) 
t\tlached 

10. Form Prcuared By Sally Moore (MIO and 

njllJl(/tjtle Sara Slater 
orwanjl.ltjoo S. Francis al tbe Pain! Tradj.jooa! Pro!e51an! Epjsmoal Cburcb 
s.ree. & nymber 204 SQu.b Mobjle Suw Api 102 
'ily or lawn f ajrhope SIAIe A!. 

dale Oclober I 1m 
telepbpne 334-228-7413 

II. Plcase sulunit color slides of the I'ropcrty with this (orm . 

Color slides are eSfoent ial to the review process. 

12. Please return ALABAMA REGISTER form and documentation to; 

Alabama Register Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 

I 
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J. Name 
hisloric ST t.lIK E· S CHU RC H 
and/or common ST. FRANCIS AT THE POINT TRADITIONAL PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

or ST. FRANCIS AT THE POINT CHURCH 

I 
SCENIC (~~ (SE\ 5 . 36, TG ,RIE ) 

3. Class jfication 
Category O wnersh ip 
_ district -public 
~bu'lding(s) £.private 
_ structure _'xn" 
_~ite 

_ object 
Pub lic Acqllisition 
_In process 
_being considere<:! 

Slacus 
,.X.,occupied 
_unocclIpicd 
_work in progress 
Access ible 
.xyes: restricted 
-----yes: unrestricted 

"0 -

Present Use 
_agricu lt ure museum 

commcrcial _ park 
educational -private residence 
entenainmcnt ...x.rcligious 

--&overnment - s~ i entific 

industrial _ transporta1ion 
_ military other: -

4.0wnerofPrOllerty ST . FRANCIS AT THE POINT T RADI TI ONAL PROTESTANT 
name EPISCOPAL CHURCH phonc number34 4~928~1255 

street & number P .O. BOX 915 
city town point Clear, Alabama ... yjcinityof Ztp 35554 

~. Floo r p lan & site plan. JJse space below to sketch floor plan and site plao or attach additiona l sheet 

S EE ATTACHED SKETCH OF FLOOR PLAN. EXHIBIT 1, ""d 

of S I TE PLAN . EXHIBIT 2. 

(over) 

I 
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6. DcsC'ript jon (Sre !lilM,bed jos!rucljoD5 for $Ilcclfic ~lIidcljns:s ) 

Chtck onr 
....:L..originaJ site 

-• 

Condit ion 
~excellent 

-,<ood 
_deteriorated 

rums 
unexposed 

Ch«k one 
unaltered 

...JI:...8hered moved date' ___ ____ _ 
fair 

Ocnribr the prrsfn' Ind original (ir known) phys ical aPlluranct . 

SEE ATTACHED SHEET BEGINNING "CARPENTAR GOTHIC " 

, 

I 
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7. S jen i fica Dec (See att ~dx:d j!l5lructjoru [Of lPC;Cjlic £u jdel jncs 1 

Period .' Aru$ of Sign ificanct-Chu k and jllJliry be low 
---.-PIehislotlC _,ucheology-p<ehisloric _oommunify planning _landscape archilecture 

1400-14ei _"cheology-hisloric _consernlion _", 
lSOC).15ei _.gricu~ure _economics _literature 
II1OG-17ei ...lI.,rchitlCtu" _Mlucalion _mil/lary 
t7DO_l7ei _art _engine.mg _music 

.....L1eoo.189S _commerce _up!orallonlselllemenl .-.....Ph~050phy 
' 900- _communications _ind1lS1Iy ~11ti<:sJ!lovernmenl 

.1L"ligion 

--"~ 
_sculplufe 
_aociaV 

humanOlian 
_dlealer 
_ gdl" (specify) 

Spumedalel erecLed 1893 l!u jl<krlAuhjl t(t ynknown Builder _ John Dc Sj l lle~ 

SI_Urncnl of Si&; niriC3n tc (in one p aragraph) . 

, 
Allhough Bald",;n County is currently experiencing a period of rapid growth. il was for 

mlny yeal"$ sparsel), populated raml-coumry Buildings erected prior to 1900. composing II very 

small percentage of new existing structures The Carpenter Gothic architectural style orSt 

Fraocis Church is especially treasured in Ihis area The building was tile firSI Episcop.'1 church. as 

well as one orthe flTst churclles of any denomination. built on thc Eastern Shore of Mobile Ua)' 

The congregation or the origina l oceupam and owner of the building (SI Luke's Church) 

WH$ formed in 1896 The land WM donale<! and thc church building ere.:tcd in 1898. remaining 

active as such until 1947 

Durin~ WWIL Ihe congregation diminished and the building was "acant from 1947·1956 

In 1956 the bI.,ilding Wi$ deconscaated and 115 inl<:rior disassembled 

In 1957 Ihe Diocese $Old tile building and the Sacristy arca was enlarged 10 provide an 

office artod restroom for a gill shop O(:Cupaney 

rhe Traditional Protestant Episcopa l Church acquired the properl)' and consecrated it for 

religious purpos~s agai n on November 29, 1984 It has been increasingly active as a parish sin~e 

thJt date 

• 
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8. Major Bibliographical References 
" 

B<ltt;Jcs Whar f " Point Clear: Florence 
Hobile , AL , 191I <lnd Richard Scot t ; Inter state 2 , 

iJ.<J(~r f-.,;J... -.r;;:r. I 
L.edg~ rs of St.,I{ Jam{'s Episcopal Church , fairhope , AL 

Baldwin Ed i tion, Mobile Pr{'ss R(>gister : March 12, 1978 
Eastern 

Bal dwin 
Shore Couri('r : Octob('r 31 , 1981. 

Press Register : March 19 , 1990 

2. Geographical Data 

Acreage Ofnomin":":d~P:,o:p~.:rt~y:.::======::::= Quadr.ngle name 

, 
Endose map showing loc~ti on of property. (cit :,' or county map, state highway department map, or USGS map) 

, 

, 

I I. Please submil color slides of tbe property wilh this form. 

Color slides Ire essential to the review process. 
,..J..-J:-.., ..... --.. #~~ __ 

t2. Please return A1.ABAMA REGISTER Corm and documentation to; 

Alabama Register Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 



Carpenter Gothic (also known as Country Gothic) best describes the appearance and 
feeling of the Church Building. It has a steeply pitched roof and pointed arch windows orthc 

period. A Celtic cross adorns the peak orthe rOl)f Country tooches include fish scale shingles on 

the gablc, and some gingerbread has lapboard siding painted white and contains the Narthex, 
1\ ave, Chancel. Sacristy. and oflice SCIssor trusscs elevate the center portion of the ceiling, A 

center aisle leads to the altar buil t In the style ofthc period, though recelllly hand made for the 

bl,ilding Original to Ihe building are an oil chandelier (now electrified). a baptismal font. and five 
pews made of cypress O1her pews were originally in the old Admiral Semmes HOiel in Mobile, 

The bl.lilding seats 56 in the pews with space lur a few more in the Narthex. 

The building rests on a concrete block luundation wall with vent ilation provided by 

opNable air grates "ith the floor being 24" above grade , 
It is all of wood framing with wood floors, white bcaded interior walls and ceilings. simple 

Irim and wains<:ot rail . elernent~ry wooden communion rail with gate, wooden pews and kneelcrs, 

Exterior walls secm to be original (with allowance for repairs made after the 1<)1 7 hUlTlcane) with 

simple door and window casings Buttresses arc located at three corners (none at NW corner) 
one centere<.l on the South wall and nOI alOng the North wall !t is assumed that the Sacrist)' 

provided the needed structure along the North wall 

There arc nO chimneys now visible on the shingle roof In 1991 a central heating and 
cooling system was installed In the original building hcal was provided by a wood burning stove 

The new system is in the crawl space "ith outll'ts at baseboard level 

Window> are wood. double hung poimed arch--sash with 2 panes in each lower sash and 3 

panes in each upper sash There are seven sl.lch windows. three on the North side and four on the 

South None occur in the 1T0m or fear ""dlls 

There arc no iire place~ or stairs 10 the bUIlding and only one VIsible interior door This 

door will be replaced with a 7' -0" four panel doo r with the LI pper pands being pointed arch to 

match the emrancc door 

The flooring throughout is l"x6" pine T&G flooring stained dark brown with carpet in the 
trafiic areas. vinyl in the Sacristy Of course. the building is full y eleclritk'1l and does have a toilet 

and lavatory in the Sacristy area 

Reference to the enclosed photo A re"eals an original building with only minimum 

protection oyer wide front doors These doors wilh the stoop protection over them and the 
pointed arch windows seem to be Ihe c,xtent of efforts to beautify {sec copy of original note 

, 
I 



datcd 1899 witlt .... hiclt Joltn De Silvey rec tiveJ payment lor it's construction $165.00 didn't 
allow much for fri ll sl) 

Tllen, in 1927. and certainly needed in thi s climate, a fuU width porch with a single four 

panel (upper panels pointed arch) entrance door was provided Very simple construction witlt 

two square wood columns and minimum rail The porch gable did repeal the bu ilding gable fish 
scale shingles feature along .... it h a matching shingle roof (see photo B) 

The period a!lcr 5t Francis acql1ired the building produceJ need for additional facilities 

and space >0 in 1984 the ITom porch was extended to include the bumesscs on the front building 
wall The space then was enclosed to make room for a Narthe~, an organ, and a storage closet 

Photo C attached, por1ra>'s this addition The attached photo 13 portrays iron fences. front porch 

and 'pi~turc windows" on the porch which was Ihe appearance ITom 1927 to 1984 

Finally, in tlte latest act of evolution, a new from porch using the original stoop design 
motif was added as prOle<.:tion for the entrance as well as for Ihe congregation_ This was 

complet C1:l in 1995 and is a most welcome embellishment (see xeroxed photo of 1995 porch 

l'dition) 

The build ing and grounds arc kcpl in e~cellent condition al all limes by II conscientious 
reClOr ve,lry and membership 

The planting is a combination of old (live oaks) and relatively new (azaleas,ctc) tastefully 

done wilh occasionally and at random, small statuary Additional gardens arc planned and 

a .... 'aiting conslruction 

,\ covered walkway, properly done, would serve to connect the Sacrist), ,,;Ih the Parish 

House and could provide a single, convenient. c()lnmon entry to the two structures as well as all 

wcalher conmmnkation, Such Ilouid penni:! the removal of an C'Xterior door i\l1d the wood deck, 

both of which arc now deluged in a heavy rain An ori~.1 building window would replace the 
steel casement on lhe front wall and provide thc opening for access to the new walkway 

, 
I 
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~~. UJ~E' EPISC'PAl CilURCI 

!'O[\T CL[ .. \R 

ht'n ';1. t."hJ.1t rOint Clt'ar "';l~ c1cscoJ. a]1 
\('dJ:l'r$ conn:rning it \,'C'fC turned Ol· .... r to tb, 

\ R('\'('l"end 1I111ialll Ifill, Rector of St. _iJme~ 'It 
!';Inhopl', rOf S,I[C k('cpinR. It .. as IhI"OL'I:h 
hIS kindness that I "'a~ .. hie to n':-"T to Ih"5(, 
]('ullers and !c3rn the hl.'ginnin!: of .. h.lt h('c~lII(, 

311 t'stahlished dlUr,h ;It Poin t Cleaf ror " 'ltunill'r of 
years. 

(1n the fir~t SUIH!J)' In ~IJ", ]8·ll> tl,.. Rl'\'c'r("HI 
Louis Tud.cr of ~I()hil ... It3ftCti, in til., ~orn"lInity nf 
C')V:III:JC (nolo <-<IIII'd lIarnl<l;'ll), lhl' I"Jilll ,:1"""1" 'I: 
~ion. For the nc)[\ ~·""H, he ~lS rcsl'on~ihlc for 
,,'hHL'V('!' ~cr\'h:c~ >;,'f(' h('\(\ there; the ('-cordi do 
not say ho,,"' frequentl\,. Ill' 11.'[1 in J"ne Llf 18!)7 J"d 
the !I("\'C'rcnu John (01"",31'1 Horton conuuc:c'u sC'l'\"i.:c~ 
in thl' summcr of lb'l". 

The Reverenu C3rul!ler L. Tuo;cr h~l:.1n ~en ~e'l 
t he fir,,! Sllru,L1)' in February. 11198 anJ continued In 
the fint ~Llnll.1~· of C\'cr~' month until ~13y. 1899 . Af· 
t er that dat. .. . 011 fifth Sundays, He ..;onti"lLed tht'se 
fifth Sund3y sen-ices from 11199 to Sl'ptt'J:lbt'r 30t'l, 
1901. Also iu thc SUlllller of 1899, Ernest F.. Tucker, 
Lay Reader, held sen-ices on the first 5un,.by .n ..,v· 
en' mon t h. 

The fiTSt recorded baptisms by the Revcrend 
LouiS Tucker took place 3t Kaphan's Old Store On 
June 7 , 1896 anu ... ere as folI0><5: Sallie and 
Georgiana , daughters of George and E\';t '!ahler Darla, 
and Willie and Grahalll Stone , their sons, The Reycr' 
end Louis Tucker also performed the next thr('e hap' 
tiSIIIS, Olil'c 1"'('ed (;abe1, daughter of Jos('ph and 
Susan Dennings Gabel at ~l('aJo'" Springs S~hool 0:1 J .. n· 
lIary 3 . 1897; ~!3T\" Franc('s SlocI.IM, uaught<'r of [ILlS 

and Charlott(' Ann fu1ford Gabel and Carl !\i\rncr BaIJ· 
.. ;in, 50n r John Buck alld B.:ttil' GooJing B, ldl<.n at 
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Battles Itiharf on ~brch 7, 1897. During the next fe .... 
years, until September, 1901 , the Reverend Gardiner 
L. TueLl'r perfonncd lDany baptisms; some at priVate 
hOllies, some at .'.Icado ... Springs School and Harford 
School in (.;1\'(1.03<;. The first baptism giving the 
pl:lce 3S St. Lukes Church .... as on Apri 1 Z!I , 1900 for 
Estelle Elvera 1.3r;(,11, horn in S ... eden, t, "'nore\> and 
Charlotte Brar L:lr"~n. 

A meeting of the congregation of St . Lull'S 
Miuion, POInt Cil'ar, was held on the fint day of 
May, 1900 pursuant to notice given at the evening 
service on Sundav, April ll , and in conronnity with 
ArtiCle 9 of the Constitution and Title 3, Canon 11 
of till' C;Jnon~, Ilioccsc of Alab:u:l3. The Rcvcrt'nd 
Gardiner 1 .. Tucker preSided and A. uu'lont acted as 
secretary. The chairman having slale\l the object of 
the lIIeetinr, W.1S to t:Jke the necessary 't<'rs to be· 
cOllie tin or!,ani:e\l mis$it'n , the fo110"'injl: aCllon Io'as 
taken: (I) ll('cid('d to adort tl\(' name of St. Luk..,s 
of Point Cle,]!"; rl) Or. V. ~kR. 5<;1\0Io"all('r, A. E . 
Stllc" and ,\. du\lont "'cre el('cted truHeC5. (3) .\. 
du~lont was elected Io'arden, Ur. 1,". 'I<;R. S,hOIo"~lter , 
treasurer, and A. E. Stiles , cl('rL (~) A. duMnnt 
elected a lay delegate to the 68th Coun<;Ll of the 
lJioc('~e to be held at ~Iobi Ie, ~Iay 16, i!H10 . (5) 
Adoptl'd ATti!.:le5 of [n<.:orporalion. ((oj Reso\v('d 
thaI a ~tlp('nd of at least $25.00 a y('ar he coll('<;ted 
and raid to th.· '-!isslonarl' in charge at I'oint CleaT , 
,\lab.Lllla. 

On o,,;o\'('lIIber 21 , 1910 the ladie:; of St . l.ukes 
"Iission Io"ent on r('cord as follows: "";", the sub· 
s<;Tlben hereto . han' met to organi:e ourselves into 
a society to be ino ... n as St, Luies Ladies Mission
ary Guild. he do, each and all, pledge our 1II05t 
earnest efforts for the ~lasterts <;aus(' and particu
larly to Iooork for the benefit of St, Lukes ~Iission 
in every w3y open t o us and by e\'ery means in our 
polo'e r ... 

Their.officers were to be a presiden t, a sel;re
tary and a treasurer and they ~ere to ~eet at 3:30 
P.~1. on t he' fin t Thursday of eal;h month. Although 
the records do no t state ~ho had t hese first offices , 
there is a roll call as of January 1, 1913 Io'hi ch 

192 

• 



• 

I 
I 

I 

, , 
, 
I 

! 
I 

I 

, 
I 

• • 

included those fri-,'ods of other faiths as "I'll as 
members of St. Lul-es Ioho all ~ .. orkcd together: 'Irs . 
A. r. lIutchlng, and 'liS' Grace I!utchings, .'Irs. Ada 
'loulton, ~ln. [stel)e [Jade, :~iss Gcor~ia Dana and 
... iss Sallie ]).1n:l, ~liss Lillie S~ith, ~rs. noise 
Lowell , lin;. ,\Iice Killmpp . ~liss Lau r a ~.lnning; the 

J ~Ii sses Utic and rtllel Fry, their ~ister5-~Ir5 . GeOT)!!' 
Vau):han ;lnd Ilrs. Ilan' Rubir:!. ~lrs. Thorn;,,,, 'lfS. 
W. II'. Blac]..non , ~h"s Kate ['lade, ,'Irs. l. :"no('] . l!iss 
Coll~'cn II rodhC'c~ . ~In. Fannie '('IsDn :and '-Irs . {;('oqte 
'nana . In 1911 and 1914 Mrs. ,\ . F . Hutchings se r ved 
,LS presiden t, ~trL A<.Ia Moulton as secretary, and IIis5 
Sa11,e !lana as treasurer . These ladles :Illll man)" 
o thl'rl' 5U!;h as Miss Lena du~tont and ~1is ... Virgini<1 
Thom., ... , Ioo'ho~(" names (Ire not on t his roil. Ioo'orke<l 
<liligenlly t hrnUl/h the years t o r aise mOnl'r for tIll' 
obllgn tl ons tht,y h.1<1 ;.ssumeu , There were entertaln
mcnt~ given in \"n r ious pl3ces ; one "'as (I concert helu 
:l.t thc Bcnch !lotel ~ith Miss EI13 B:lI:hman ;111<1 tht' 
Mi sses Lit~hbach renucring vocal 3nu instrumcnl:l.l 
music. Ol her me~ns of hringin~ in moncy , such "s 
J,nm pllrtil.'~ at roih,- C1e;;,- flot!'l anu clso;hcrc , 
chic ~ en dinners , etc. , ",ere con~tantly employed nnd 
it is always ",on<lcrful 1. 0 sec Ioo'hat u€'uic:lteJ lad,es 
c a n uO when thl're is an incentive . 

From 1900 on there seeme<l to be rouch ac t ivity 
at the church and things "'ere going well until thc 
hurri cane of July S , 1916 did considera.blc d3mage. 
That W3~ overcome and then the bui Iding .35 cOlnplcte
Iy Ioo'red;ed by anothcr hurricane at II later date. 
For a whIle it "'as uncert3in ",hether it ",auld be re
buil t again but ho'" that calle about Ioo'as told Ine by 
Miss Co l lcen Brodbeck . It seeros that 11I.'r fa t her . 
Ild .... a rd Br odbed. , al t houg!! a menbe r of tbe Lu t heran 
faith, could not bear to t hink o f St . Lukes not be
ing r ebuilt. So he personally helped solicit Inoney 
for t ha t purpose and once again S t . Lukes Ioas ready 
f a T services . Dr. Scho .... a lter's grandmotheT, ~lrs. 
S . Cole , ""ho !:lade beau t iful Ba tt enbe r g lace, sold 
sOllie of t his la<;e and ga\'e t he I!:oney t o prodde an 
alt ar for St. Lul.es. The reredos ... as gi\'en early 
in 1933 b}' Hiss Grace !lu t ching5 and ~!rs , I!utchin!!s 
In mcmory of ~lr , ,\. F . !lu t chings . 

Thc Rl'\'erend Ilo"'ard k'u}ker 1oo3S ~!inister - in' 
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charge for several yenrs to the time of his death 
in September, 1917, then the RC\'crend James F. 
PlulilJIIcr bcca .. e ~tinbler - in-chaTgc September, 1918. 
The Reverend Joseph Fulford calllc in "larch of 1929 
amI "'as succeeded by the Reverend Richard I. Brown 
"diD resigned June iH, 1931 . The Reverend William 
A. Thompson came on July 1st, 1931, ~nd served un
til July l<t, 193J when he resigned because of ill 
health. 

The first confirmation class recorded con' 
sisted of ~cllie Dana , Estelle Sclson , Volner 
McReynolds Scho ... ·alter, James Polk Slo(omb and ~'3ry 
Frances Sloto_b. This class " .. as confirlPcJ on June 
II, 1897 by II. ~!. Jackson , Bishop Coadjutor of Ala
bumn . The Ill'l\:l cla55 , also confirmed hy Bishop II. 
~L Jackson, '"as on February 7 , l899, but the records 
do not sholo in "hat huilding either one was held. 
However, it i$ recorded that on .\o\'clllher II , 1900 a 
Cl3SS Io'as confirmed by Bishop R. II'. Barnlo'cll at St. 
Lukes Church. The 13st confirmation clnss reconled 
:I~ held in St. Lukes .... as in June of 1929. It 1035 
presented by the Reverend J. II'. Ful ford and con
firllled h)" Bishop II'. C • . \.1cOo ... ell. Fro. that tillie on, 
the confirmation clas~es '"'crc held at various church
es wherever the Bishop lo'oll1,1 he . 

There were no marrialtt"s recorded 3S h,H'in~ 
taken place in St. tu).es and It is pre sUllied th3't LS 
due to the fal;! that ministers only call'll' to thi~ 
small Hisslon Church one Sunday e:lch month. The r e
fore most Io'eddings "erc held at the home of the 
bride , or some pri\'ate residence, and the lIIinister 
was brought over by special boat. 

By the time "'orld liar 11 came along and there 
w3s such a scarcity of ministers, the small Episco
pal ~lissions on the Easte r n Shore were closed and 
their lIIembers "ere obliged to attend elselohere. 
Thus it was that St. Lukes, whose rear-round a t 
tendance Io'as so small, remained closed and its mem
bers na'turallY attended the nearest one , St. James 
at Fairhope. Even though Point Clear was beginning 
as a settlement in the early part of the 1800's and 
its Episcopal ).Iission Church Io'as begun about the 

1" 



. .. ~ 

,-----

, 

, 

, 

time that Fairhope \"as beginning as a settlement , 
time and circumstances h:)\'e a '"'ar of changing 
things. So it i~ tha t those Episcopalians living 
in Point Clear think nothing of d r il'ing to FaIrhope ' s 
St . James and the be ll tnat belonged to St. 1.11kC5 
\"0.5 gh'en to St. J~me~ . 

At cone time, St. Lukes Church was u.ed as ~ 
placl.' of ~'orsJlIp br thl.' I.uthl.'ran members. They had 
first worshipped i n private homes but their group 
had grOl<n and they had also ,"orked with the Episco
palians for their church , so i t \"a~ a natural thing 
for them to do. ~ow. a church of t heir faith h:1S 
be"n built in Fairhope and they at t "nd there. 

(
For a numh"r of years the little EJli~cOJlal 

chu rch rem:lined sl l "nt \,'i th Cl osed doors, ~~I.t l!l 
1957 it "'as bought by Nrs. Bl.'n F. Hanl.'r,,·ho no~ con
ducts her attractiv" shop of gif t s \;1t:hin its walh . 

I 
I 
• 

I 
I 

I 

, 
i 

i 

, 
f 

• 




























