
STATE OF ALAIlAJolA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL CO~I!>1ISSION 
725 ~IONROE STREET 

MONTGO~IERY , ALABAMA 36130 
PHONE: 261_3l84 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
NO:lljnation Form 

0l..NrY Baldwin 

,Io.LA~'\"'A 

H~"iORlCAl \".OM il~SION 

SEP I I 1985 

!'Wolf: Present U.S. Post Office lIis tor ic __ u_,_s_,_'_'_'_'_O_'_'_i_'_' ___ '.,K""."W.,ED 

lOCATIOO: Str eet and N\mer ,2c5c..:HC.""cd:...:ACvC'""CUC''---___________ ~ _____ _ 

TOhn \(GiVe directions if rurnl) -'BC'"yc..:"C'C"C.C'C'C·'--_ ______ _____ _ 

-A HAP WInt nn: l..A!.1MARK MARKl:ill ~UST BE SUW-IITIED Wllll TIllS FO~t· 

CATEGORY: Building (X) Structure () Object () Site ( ) District ( ) 

USE: Present Post Office ==""'------ Historic _,_,_,_'_0_'_'_'_,_, _______ _ 
a"'~lIp: Public (x ) Private ( ) 

o...ner ' s Name CQoergJ Send ce s Adrnipi sr rat1Qn 

~bi1ing Addr esi8 t h and F Streets, N. W. 

Wa s:hlng Mo,D C 2040:; 

INTEGRln": Original 5itc eX J Moved (J IIhcn? ______________ _ 

Frot.1 where? ____________ _ (Givc details in significance.) 

CCJ\OlTHl"~S: ExcellCJlt ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

111REATS: No (X ) Yes ( ) By What? _________________ _ 

RESTOR,\TIOO hURJ(: Scing coasidcred ( ) Underw-.lY ( ) Cot:!plewd ( ) 1-:ot planncd (X) 

SURR<:U.JDJ1-:G ENVIR.l.:N>!ENf: even land ( ) lI"oodland ( ) Scat tered buildings ( ) 
High building density ( ) Coor.lercial (X) Industrial ( ) 
Residential () Rural ( ) 

Acreage Less than one 

for (Ill categories other than a district and object !:~vc a site pInn l.:ith u North arrow, 
Show rclated huildings. 

r-or :J. district givc a verbal bound.11)' description :lnd :Ht:lch J sketCh III:lp of the Ji~trict. 
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• 

• 
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" 
y \s tJu~ landmark sigulflC" ..• '! (x) 

( ) 
( , 

~~g~'8t~1 with events, persons, or movements 
Local eX) State (J "',ltiOMl ( x l 

a good e~le of a type or style of structure 
other 

Explain; (Briefly state ,,'hy the above is true) 

SEE ATTATCHMENT 

of Construc.tion or Period of m3jor j~ortance. 1937-1939 

\rchitect or Builder (Give nror.e ami biographies, if knO\'>n) 
, 

SEE ATTATCHMENT 
Give II cOOV1ctc hut concise history of the Landmark. Include information 011 important 
j)eOplc ;md events associated with the lando:J.J.rk. (USE NillITI(N,\L SHEETS IF NECESSARY) 

SEE ATTATCHMENl' 

State so .. rccs of infonnation , siving full blbli<.>!;raphh:al <int.,: 

SEE ATTATCHMENT 

Dl:5CRIPTI (l'l : Plt:JfOGlW>HS OF TIll' L\'ill.t\RK ~ruST liE StJ&.llTIEJ II'ITI-l 11IIS ~L 

Qmlpletc as directed below [or each cMegoI". 

!:UILDI!'.'G: 

1\mbcr of stories -On"o~ __ _ Foundation Concre te Basement C'C.C''---___ _ 

110111 Hltcrial: (Note ctangcs fran 01".'" floor or win~ to another) 
(clapboard, brick, stone, I<>OJ 'hiru:!c, board and balmn, stucco O\'Cr 
wood or brick, IlII'tal, logs) 

Brick wi th ma r ble trim. Walls are Engl i sh Bond. 

Stl"l..lctural SystCIII: (If kno",n) 
Wood lI":llllC () inaJ-bc:tring lI'I."lo;onrr \, } Iron or Steel (X) 

I 

• 



DfSQUP'TlOO (Continued) 

fIoof Type: (Gable, (j.1Il,brel, ~hnsard, Flat , Ilipped,Combinati.on) Gab l e , Flat 

Roof Covering: (Wood ~hinglc, Asphalt, Tile, Metal. Sl1lte ~ 
Slate 

Roof Trim: (Comicc$, bargeboard, brackets, etc.) Boxed cornice. 

I'on.:hes : Front (type and description) Fu ll port i co 37 by 7 f eet . Four Do r ic 
colullUls and two engaged pi last e rs with full entab l ature and 
pediment 

Rear (type a.nd description) Loa ding dock wi th flat roof a nd 
Englis h Bond brick wal l s. 

Side (type and description) --''';,h'!'',------------- --

fuors: ~l3in entrance (location, dcscnption) 
SEE ATTATCHMENT 

Other entrances (location, description) 

\'i\ndows: Types and nlWber of each floor of facade 

Types and mnber per floor for sides and rear 

Interior: Dc~cribc tn."Ultels, stairw~ys, wainSCNH1<!;, plasten'-'Jrk amI :my uriu:;ual features . 

SEE ATTATCHMENT 

Other: Usc this sp<lce to describe any addition:, altl'r.ltions, outbuild.ings or other 
fcature~ of the ~tructurc and its surroundings. 

SEE ATTATC~ENT 

tb an "J.Jition"l sheet m.,ke a s~ctch of the ClooT plan of the hlllidini: , :ohowing 
,1iml'llsiOllS ir [lO<:sible. 
nils IS ref ~11Ul)! 

~ 
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D£SCRlPT1OO (Continued) 

STR1JCl\JRE: en II separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible' verbal description 
of the structure. (See examples) 

SEE ATTATCa~NT 
OBJECT; ~l a separate sheet of paper give a c~lete as possible verbal description 

of the object. (Sec examples) 

SIn::: \XI a separate sheet of paper give the IJresent description of the site and 
how the site is believed to h:1ve looke<.l during its period of ~rtance. 

DfSTRICT. On II separate sheet of ~por give a general description of the district. Also 
needed is II nlmlbered list of the structures in the district corresponding to 
the ske t ch map. This listing should include a name fOf the structure, 11 date 
of construction, II brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it is. 

, 
*A I-W' WInI TIm lA.'QWU( M-\RKED A'J> PtmOQW>IlS MJST II.E 9JB'.{1Tl'F.D WIlli nus FCR\P' 

Nap: A U.S. Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are lnlblc to obtain 
one II county higlr.,01Y map may be used. 

Photographs: Black and ",'hite, glossy finish , 5 x 7, OfaX 10, is preferred. 

;:{)R'.! PRf.PARED BY 

!\ame ___ ~J"oChCn,-,S"lC'Cd,gc',---_____________ D::ttc 30 AUBUSC 1985 

.Wrcs$ _---.:B~O~.:..;1~8~2~7 _____________ Telephone 438-7281 

T ___ -',~lo~b~lCl~.'_ __________________________ __ 
~o 

Org:mi:ationMobile Historic Development COTmlission 

::Or Alabama llistorical Ca:mission use only 

STAFf ClJ.MENrS: 

~'.1.P RFJ."'ERB\CE: HAP \I S G S Bay Minette NQrth Ouadram:le 

u. r. M. Reference "-~-'.IL-2.IL 
t:astlng 

~.(!!:\,'lt ic C.'l t!.'gory ___________________________ __ 

AJo.lt'o.l to ALAIVNA ~EGJS11'.R ________________________ _ 

~~TIOXAL RfGlSrER Putcntial 
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ATTATCHMENT 

Explanation of Significance 

The Bay Minette Po ~ t Office is a physical manifestation 
of Franklin D, Roosevelt's Wo r ks Prop;ress Administ r ation in 
Bald, .. in County. Alabama. Built at a cost of $66,000 in 1937, 
the Post Office is one o f the finest examDles of architecture 
in Bay Hinette. By no means a local creation or variant o f a 
popular style, the building I.,as designed and masterminded out 
of Wash i n!';ton, D ,C , by t he supervising architect Louis A. Simon . 

The ext£'rior of the structur e remains unaltered to this day 
but for a loa ding dock added to the rear during the 1950s , The 
interio~ is also largely unaltered but for s o me modern wallpaper, 
lip;hting and a tile floor. The orig inal marble w~inscoa t ing and 
the f ine 12' X 5' co l or mural, painted in 1939. are still 
intact in the public l obby. As such. the Bay Minette Post Office 
is a fine local ex ampJe of the Harks Progres s Adminis t ration. 

The WPA is so recent that some may question its historicity. 
Ho""'eve,, i ts re!!\il r kable success in achieving establisherl goals and 
its contributions to Ame r ican society during a time of severe 
economic distress wil l insure its p la ce in American history. 

Architect or Bui l det· 

Supervisin~ Architect - Louis A. SiI!lon. Born in I\altimore, 
Maryland in 1867. Simon was supervising architect on a number of 
federal projects durin8 the Roosevelt years including the U.S. 
Po s t Offices in t he Bronx and Madison Square Station, Kew York 
City, and numerous Court Houses, Custom Houses, Mints a nd 
Hospitals. S imon died i n 1958. 

Contractors- Dyson and Company of Fairhope, Alabama. 

:.lura 1 Artist- Hilton Leech. Born in 1906 in Bridgeport. 
Connecticut. Leech a l so painted a mural for the Federal Court
house in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He conducted a summer art 
school on Long Island and divided his time between Canada and 
Florida , He recieved $660 for the Bav Minette Post Office 
mural, "Removal of the County Seat from Daphne to Bay Minette , 
1901," installed during May of 1939. 
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History 

On 3IJ ~lay 1936 Alabama Congressman Lister "Iill ",:rote 
from Washington, D.C, to inform R.B. Vail, POStr.'l3Ster of Say 
Minette, that he had been successful in obtainin~ funds for a 
new Post Off i ce building under the W.P ,A. Bay Minet t e ' s old, 
frame Post Office was inadequate to handle the town's mails. 

During July of 1936 a suitable piece of property was 
sought for the new building; a corner lot on Hand Avenue and 
First Street eventually being purchased . 

By fehl"ulu'Y 1937 bids were le t for consttu,: ! ion of the 
new huildinb , Pl:'lS c.alled for the s t ructure to "live brick 
walls with cast stone trimmings to be re'nfnrced with concrete 
and structural steel beam construction. The one storey buildin~ 
would rest on a concrete floor over a base~ent with steam 
heating equipment. A flat roof of slab construction was also 
in the original phns. The cost was placed at $66,000. 

By 15 April 1.937 work on the Post Office had begun by 
Dyson and Coopany Contractors of Fairhopc. The supervising 
architect, Louis A. Simon, operated out of .... 'ashinl;ton, D.C. 
The project was estimated to take 240 days. 

Over the course of construction, the plans were changed 
several times. First, it was decided to do the trim in Alabama 
Marb l e . Then a larger basement was called for and approved. 
The changes soon became el abOr.'lul; a g"b l.e roof and fu l l 
portico were called for as well as offices for the county 
agent in the basement. 

On I February 1938 the Bay ~inette Post Office opened 
for business. The official dedication took place on 28 April. 
Lister Hill and Congressman-elect George Grant spoke whi Ie music 
was supplied by a military band from Fort Barranca!>, Florida. 
Hill noted that Baldwin County had r ecieved more in government 
spending than any other Alabama county in proportion to 
population. 

~Iore was to come. The l:nited States Treasury Department's 
Fine Arts Program (1936-41) had a policy of installing mural and 
sculptural decorations in certain Federal buildings. Six hundred 
and sixty dollars were alloted to provide the new Bay Minette 
Post Office with a mural. A ~Ir. Hilton Leech was invited to 
submit three desi:;>;ns for the painting. Leech WI!:! chosen because 
of the quality of sketches he had submitted in a co~pet1tton to 
do the ~iani, Florida Post Office. Thoueh he had lost in that 
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contest, Leech had done a mural for the Federal Courthouse 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Of Leech's three designs for Bay 
:.linette, the one chosen dipict e d t he 190 1 removal of the county 
seat from Daphne to Bay Minette. The Section of Painting and 
Sculpture, U , S . Treasury Department and the supervising archi~ 
teet concur red in the appr opriatness of this sketch . 

The painting. oil on canvas 1 2' Io.'ide by 5 ' high was 
placed in the pub l ic lobby over the p o s t master ' s door on 
10 May 19 39. Postmaster Vail \-.'rote to the Section o f Fine 
Arts that the mural had "occas i oned a great deal of corn:nent
prq and con." The bu i lding and mural serve pO Htal customers 
in ~ay Minette to this day. 

Sources of Information 

American Architect's Directory of 1956. 

Avery Index to Arch i tectural Pe r iodica l s. 

The Flald"'in Times, Bay :1inette, Alabama. 4 June , 2 July, 
16 July 1936. 4 February, IS April, 13 Nay, 27 M"y, 
8 Ju l y , 26 August 1937, 28 April 1938, II ~ay 1939. 

The National Archives, Record Group 121 . Correspondence 
between Hilton Leech and Ed",ard B. Row:,", Superintenden t . 
Section of Painting and Scul pture, U.S . T reasury Dept. 
Washington, D, C. 

lntervie,,· ' .... ith Davida Hastie, 8/19/85 , St ockton, Alabama. 

... 
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DESCRIPT10~ 

000r5- Main Entrance - Marble door surround, two engaged, fluted 
pilasters and entablature with dentil work. Transom with wooden 
panel below and double wooden doors · ... ith large single light. 
East facade. 

Rcar- Metal door (19505) to loading dock. 

Basement on South Facaclc- Hetal door · ... ith t ransom. 

" Basement on North Fac<lde- French doors. 

Facade- Four 8 over 12 double -hung sash. Marhel 
,--,," ,, sill. 

South Facade- Three 8 over twelve, one more covered 
with boar d. 

South B:lsemenc- One 6 over 6 and [10'0 single lights. 

North Facade- Three 8 over 12, one blind and two narrow 
2 over 2 . 

Basement North Facade- One 6 over 6 double hung sash. 

Re ar (\~est) Facade- T'<.'o 8 over 12. 

Eaves- Ribbon windows along side eaves under the 
gable roof. 

Interior 

Some remodeling; new wall~aper and tile floor in lobby. 
Original lTI<Irble wainscoBttng in lobby . Color mural, 1939, on 
north wall of the lobby over the postmaster's door. Crown 
moulding in lobby. Large, open mail room. 

Other,Additions 

Rear loading dock added in 1950s. Flat roof and brick 
construction. 

.. 
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DESC RIPTlON 

Structurc - The Bay Hinette Post Office sits on a corner lot 
bounded by Hand Avenue to the eas t and First Street to the 
north. The main facade faces ea s t . This one storey, brick 
structure is an imposing presence with it's full Doric portico 
and five bay facade. The tympanum has a round vent in the center. 
The front door surround and window l in tels and sil 1 ~ are of 
Alabama Marble. The side facades are four bays each; a modern 
trailer sits alongside the south facade . The rear facade is twO 
bays with a loading dock extending to the rear. 

The~ gab le roof tuns the length of the original structure, the 
width of which extends one bay on either side of the gable 
roof , llere the roo f is flat. Along the side eaves of the gable 
roof are ribbon windows for venti l ation. 

... 
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