
STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130 
PHONE : 832-6621 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
Nomination Form 

<XXJNrY 8 i bb 

NAME: Present Ellison House Historic ____ Va~n~c~e~H~o~u~s~e ____________ __ 

lOCATION: Street and Nl..mber 365 Birmingham Road 
--------~----------------------------

Town (Give directions if rural) Centreville , AI 3 50 42 

"A MAP WITH THE LANIMARK MARKED MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM" 

CATEGORY: Building (x) Structure () Obj ect () Site () District ( ) 

USE: Present prj vetA resj dence Historic __ pp~r~ju\laaLtBe-xraess~j~dae~o~ca. ______ __ 

OIINERSHIP: Public ( ) Private (x) 

OWner's Name Misses Rhoda and Copoje [] 1 j son 

Mailing Address __ -"Bu.ou.tJut ... e,---,1,---,8 ... ou.,-,2,",3~5,--____________________________ __ 

Centreville , AL 35042 

INI'EGRITY: Original Site (x) Moved () When? __________________________ __ 

From where? ________________________ __ (Give details in significance . ) 

CCi'lDITICNS: Excellent (x) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

THREATS: No (x ) Yes ( ) By What? ________________________________ __ 

RESTORATICN WORK: Being considered ( ) Unden;ay ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned (x ) 

SURROONDING ENVIRCNMENT: Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density ( ) Commercial ( ) Industrial ( ) 
Residential (x) Rural ( ) 

Acreage ________ _ 

For all categories other than a district and object give a site plan with a North arrow. 
Show related buildings. 

For a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch map of the district. 



SIGNIFICANCE : 

Why is this landmark significant? ( x ) associated with events, persons, or nK)vements 
Local (x) State () National ( ) 

( x ) a good example of a type or style of structure 
( ) other 

Explain: (Briefly state why the above is true) 
The ho use was built by Robert Va nc e , sherif f of Bibb County . 

Van c e-Ellison Hou s s por t r ays Vi ctor ian influence and is beli e v ed t o 
be t he f ir st brick hous s i n Bi bb Count y. 

Date of Construction or Period of major importance. 1899 

Architect or Builder (Give name and biographies, if Imown) 

Give a complete but concise history of the Landmark. Include information on important 
people and events associated with the landmark. (USE ADDlTlctW. SHEETS IF NECESSARY) 

The original owner of the house , Ro be rt Vance , was sheriff of Bibb 
Count y from 1/1900 -1 /1903 , an en gi neer for t he Tennessee Coal , I ron and 
Rai l road Company and a high Maso n. He moved to Birlningham in februa r y of 
1903 and died i n Tuscaloosa on Septem ber 18 , 19 18 . 

Joh n Tulli s Ell i so n (9/18/1865 - 4/ 17/ 1947) and hi s wife, Eva Cooper 
Ellison, (1/3/1U79 - 2/28/1975) bo ught t he h ouse and farm i n Feb., 1903 . John 
Ell iso n was a lawyer and a na ti ve of Uni on Springs , Al abama , a n d Eva Cooper 
Ell i so n was a 5th generation descenda nt of Centrev i l l e . 

The pr esent owner s , Rhoda C. and Connie T . Ell i son , are the daugh t e r s 
of John and Eva Ellison and in herited the hous e f r om thei r mother i n 1975 . 
80th wer e bo rn in the house . 
State sources of infonnation, giving full bibliographical data: 

Persona l knowledge of Rho da Elliso n 

Centreville Pr ess 

DESCRIPTICN : PHJroGRAPHS OF 11iE LANlMARJ( KJST BE SUBMITTED WIlH lHIS FORM. 

Complete as directed below for each category. 

BUIWING: 

NtDnber of stories _-'2,,''--__ _ Foundation _~8~r~i~c~k~ ___ Basement __ -'NIJQ>JnlJe"-__ __ 

Wall Material: (Note changes from one floor or wing to another) 
(clapboard, brick, stone, wood shingle, board and batton, stucco over 
wood or br~ck, meti!1., 1025) 

Red hand- made bri ck wa ll s , sol ~ d a~ d 18 inches th i ck. Two f rame bathrooms 
on th e rea r of the house a dded a r oun d 19 13-1 9 14 . 

Structural System: (If Imown) 
Wood frame () Load-bearing masonry ( x ) Iron or Steel ( ) 

• 



DESaUPTION (Continued) 

Roof Type: (Gable, Gambrel, Mansard, Flat, Hipped,Canbination) Hipped with protruding 
gables. 

Roof Covering: (Wood shingle, Asphalt, Tile, Metal, Slate) Gray asbestos shingles over 
original cypress shingles . 

Roof Trim: (Cornices, bargeboard, brackets, etc.) Boxed cornice, gables have smal l 
balconies with t urned balusters and ornate trim. 

Porches: Front (type and description) Cent er gable supported by plain columns , 
pilasters on brick base, runs full length of f acade. 

Rear (type and description) Scroened porch wi th t u r n ed balustrades. 

Side (type and description) __________________ _ 

Doors: Main entrance (location, description) Center of facade , sidelights an d 
transom , some stained glas s , applied moldings and decorative t rim. 

Other entrances (location, description) 

Windows: Types and number of each floor of facade 
2nd floor -six , s~sh, 2/2 with brick arch . 

1st f loor-four, sa sh , 2/2; 

Types and number per floor for sides and rear 
south s ide-1st floor-6, sash , 2/ 2 - 2nd floor - 4 , sash , 2/2 . 
north s ide-1st fl oor-4, s8sh, 2/2 - 2nd floor-4, sash, 2/2 . 

Interior: Describe mantels, stairways, wainscoting, plasterwork and any unusual features. 

Original ha r dware with designed plates , por cela in and metal knobs ; 
eight mantels , 4 up and 4 down - mantel in parlor has oval mirror , Doric 
colonettes - mantel in l iving ro om has r ec t angular mirror and Ionic 
colonettssj windows and doors have flute d trim with corner blocks; some 
wainscotting and other fine woodwork. quarter turn stairway with turned 
balusters and new el post ; all walls are plaster; ori gina l pine floors 
upstairs; upsta ir s rooms ha ve original narrow board ceilings ; downstairs 
ceilings a re sheetrock. 

Other: Use this space to describe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
features of the structure and its surroundings. 

Original 
windows . 
1914. 

fr on t porch replaced in 1910 . Seco n d story do or replaced by two 
Two frame bathro oms added to the rear of the house in or around 

Ch an additional sheet make a sketch of the floor plan of the building, showing 
dimensions if possible. 
TIllS IS NOT REQUIRED! 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

STRUCTURE: On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the structure. (See examples) 

OBJECT: 

SITE: 

DIS1RICT: 

On a separate sheet of paper give a complete ,as possible verbal description 
of the object. (See examples) 

On a separate sheet of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during its period of importance. 

On a separate sheet of paper give a general description of the district. Also 
needed is a numbered list of the s tructures in the district corresponding to 
the sketch map. This listing should include a name for the stTUcture, a date 
of construction , a brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it is. 

'A ~IAP WIlli TIlE LANJJ.1ARJ( MARKED AND PIUIOGRAPHS /oIJST BE SUlJoIITIED WIlli 1HIS FORM" 

Map: A U.S. Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain 
one a county highway map may be used. 

Photographs: Black and white, glossy finish,S x 7, or 8 x 10, is preferred. 

FORM PREPARED BY 

Name _...JHtu:lhOO.drl18aJC;.. • .....JEo..1J.J..1 l.i 5S0000 ______________ Date _-"LlO"/<.;2"'9:<,,1-/7:t.li8 ____ _ 

Address Route' Box 235 Telephone __ 9_2_6_-_4_7_'_7 ___ _ 

Town Centrevill e 

Organization __________________________________________ __ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

STAFF o::M>IEi'ITS: 

~ REFERENCE : ~ Bibb County Hi ghway Map 
--~~~~~~~~~--------------

U. T. M. Reference No UTM available 
ZOne - traSting ---- -- "llOrthIi1g-- -- --

Thematic category _____________________________________________________ ___ 

Added to ALABPMA REGISTER _______________________________________________________________ __ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potential 



ALABAMA HISTORIC INVENTORY 
l,No. 4 . Pr.5ent Neme!d 

2. County El lison House 
BiI:¥> 5. Other Name!sl 

3, Location 01 Negatly" Vance House 

6. Specific Loeetlon 16. Them8l1c category 

365 BiImingham Road Art-Art:hitectw:e 
17. Dneh) or Period 

899 
7. City or Town If Ru ... " Township 80 Vicinity 18. Style or Oesl~ 

Centerville 
8. 5111 PI." with Nonh Arrow 19. Architec::t or Engineer 

20. Contractor or Build,r 

2 1. Orillinal Ute, If .ppaflnt 

Residence 
22. Present UN 

Residence 
23. Ownenhlp Public 0 

9 , Coordln"81 PrlVUI0'" 

24. Owner'. Name & Addrea, 
let . t orog. Mi£I~'!Mlh:xla & COnnie Ellison 
U,T.M. Reference Rt . 1 , Box 235 rn I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Centerville AL. 35042 

ZOM Eastlng Northing 26. Lcx:el Contact 

10 . Site 0 Str1Jc:ture 0 
Suilding {d"" ObJec:t 0 

11 . On Nat lonel V.sO 12. On Ala. VII~ 
Realn.r? No td" R ilter1 NoD 26. Loc:etlon of Addltlon.I Data 

13. Pert of Enab. Vno 14. Dintlc:t VII 0 
Hilt. 0111.1 No"", Potent' I? No 13' 

15. NlITle of Established Oistrlc:t 

S~rlption of Important F"lurel Structure has almost-full-length front pon 
wi hip roof and central gable supported by groups of 3 slender colmns 
resting on brick. supports. Ebof has projecting gables wi gingerbread 
arrl baloonette wI balustrades. 'l\.o frame bathrocms added to rear c . 1 
and original front porr:h replaced c . 1910. A 2nd story door was repla 
by 2 winda.Is . 

Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130 

~ 
z • 

27. No. of Sloria. 2 ~ 

28. Blsement? Vno 
n g 

No 9" , 
• 29. Foundation Materi, l 

Brick 
30. Wall Construetion 

Brick. 
31. ROO:;Vpe & Materl,1 oatil 
Hip w . protrudinq es 

32. No. of Bays ~ 

FrontS Side 4 
, 
• 33. Well Treatment • 3 
z • 

34. Plln Shipe 3 • 
35. Chal"lges Addition ~ .: 

(Explain Alltred~ 
lnNo. 41 1 _ 0 

36. Condition 

Interl°rGExxl 
E~terl0Gr:xxl 

37 . Pre5erv8l10n Vu~ 
Under_y7 Noe( 

3S. Endengered1 VI~g. 
Sy What1 No 

39. Vilibl. f rom vn~ 
Public: Road? No D 

40. Ac:reage, Lot 5 121 

'" 0 
~ ~j / • 

~~.~ 
z 
~ ;: 

~2 . HluoryarK:ISlgnlflc:.anc:e House was buil t by Robert Vance , sheriff of Bil::b COunty. It has a Victoric 
influence and is beliee:rl to be the first brick house in the OOl.IDty . The Ellisons bou;ht 
the house in 1903 , and it is now occ.-upied by 2 of the Ellison daUJhters. 

43. DlK:rlpdon of Environmtlnl end OUlbulldings Rural setting with a small log outbuilding. -
~ 

n • a 
~ • 

44. Sourc: .. of InforlTlltlon 45. Prepared Sy 46. Phone I AR TlCIltinat..cix:xl fonn 
t2t't!"8 

48. Stiff Member 49. Revilion Oue(s) 

D. Baldwin 
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