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STATE OF ALAIIAMA 

ALABAMA HISTOR I CAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA 36130 
PIIONE: 261_3184 

ALAB~~ REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
NOlnlnation Form 

IWIE: Present WOQdstock Ifnited Keth . ChurcKistoric Methodist Episcopal Church South 

l1X:ATIct<: Street and Nllnbcr ::":;'.;:~~::!~~~~~~ 
TCftoTl (Give directions if roral) 

~A ~AP WlTII nlE !A\'!J.IAAK HARKED !4JST BE 5UEMIITID 

CA1'EGORY: MIdmg {X} Structure () Object ( ) Site () District ( ) 

USE: Present Worship Services Ilistoric _____________ _ 

OINERSlIIP: Public (I ) Private ( ) 

Owner 's Name Tom Burns , Chairperso:1, Administrative Council 

Mailing Address P . O. Box 97 (lives baCK of church building) 

Woodstock , Alabama )5188 

IN'J'ffiRI1Y: Original Site (X) Moved () II'hen? --------
Fro. >, .. here? ____________ _ (Give details in significance.) 

CCtIDITICNS: Excellent {I} Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

TI-lREAlS: No (l ) Yes ( ) By ",1mt? _________________ _ 

RESTORATICN 'fiQU(: Being considered ( ) ttnder...':,l.Y ( ) Ccmpleted (Xl Not planned ( ) 
gee page J of IUst-ory Book enclosed , 

SURROONDING ENVIRCnIi'NI': Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings (X) 
High building density ( ) Coomercial ( ) Industrial ( ) 
Residential ex) Rural (1 ) 

ge. enclosed picture of Church building ~nd parsonage 
Acreage I acre. more or less 

,for all categories other than a district and object give a site plan with a North arrow":'-\ 
~ related buildings. See pict.ures of JXlrson .. ;;e and church ••.. Parsonage ~eIt 

of church on front of IUst-ory Book . 
For a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch II3jl of the district. 



SIGNIFlCA.>;CE : 

IIny is thi s landmark significant? [x) a~socia tcd with events, persons, or movements 
Local (x:) State (5) N«lional ( ) 

(X) 
(X) 

Is now 

a good example of a type or style of structure 
othe r 
&. has been in continuous use fo r almo~t 

100 yedrs . 
Explain: (Briefly state "'hy t he above is true) 

S tructure Country Gothic Style; origiaa l structure •• :i ee pages 6 of 
enclosed History and "ddi tional sheets of information enclosed , Eor 
more detailed information . 

Date of Construction or Period of r.tljo r ~ortance. Built about 1893, be£ore 1900. 
See enclosed information 

ATchi teet 0 1). Builder (Give name and biographies , if knOl>'llJ 
All that is know'.of the Architect and builders is given in the History Book 
a nd additional sheet s . !listor)' Book writt en for Centennial anniversary 

December 18 1 986 . 
Gi ve a c~leto but concise history of dIe IA'l!l<imark. Include infonr.ation on i~rtant 
people and events associatec wi th the landmark. (USE ADDITICNAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY) 

E:nclosed lUstory Book of Woodstock Ililited Me thodist Ch.urch 

written for Ce ntennial Annive rsa~/. De£. 18 , 1986 

State sources of infonnation, givlng full bibliographical data: Deeds, Count y Courthouse; 
Ilorth Alabama Conference lI.ecords; Tuscaloosa Distric t and Local Church lI.ecords 
o~ Charge Gonf erencesj 1988 P&rsinger Aut o_biography . 

DESCRIPTICN : P1JJTOGRAl'HS OF lHE LANI'H\RK ~lJsr BE SUBMn-n-:n \\'ITH 11-llS r·OIN . 
Enclose d an early photo and a recant photograph. 
Complete as directed below for each catcgory. 

BUll1lING: 

Number of stories 1 Foundation Brick Pier s Basement Crewl Space 

Wall ~bterial : one h'ing to another) 
~:~;:~:~,.:j:"::; -~;r'.;-shingle, board and batten , s tucco over 

Structural System: (1£ knOWll) 
Wood frame (X ) l.oad-bcariItRJGa.sonry ( ) 

Goppar Clad' Steeple with ball. 
Iron or Steel ( ) -- - --



DESCR1J"T1ON (O:mtinued) 

Jl.oof Type: (Cable, Gambrel , M:lnsard, FIllt , Hipped,Cornbi!1ation) 

Roof Covering: (Wood shingle, Asphal t, Tile , Meta l, Slate) 

RDof Trim: (Cornices, bargeboard, bracket s, etc.) 

Porches: Front (type and description) !l:oncrete. Blocks anci "teps , iron piFe 

handrai1s~ 

Rear (type and description) Doesn"""''-'a",",.l,y'-_ _ ___________ _ 

• 
Side (type and description) Goncrete steps, iron rails , handicapp 

Ramp 

fuors: ).\ain ent rance (location, description) Wood 96X)O double; front with gothic 
design wi ndows, over door 

Other entrances (location , description) Side- 83X36 door , wood a nd 9 pane 
glass top 

\I'indo .. ·s: Types and nunber of e~ch floor of facade 

Types and nunber per floor {or sides and rear 
Gothic: , clear glass 3 windows per side; 2 Got.hic, clear glass windows in 

alcove . 

Interior: Descril>e mantels, ~tain;ays, wainscotini' plast erwork and any unusual feat ures. 
Double beaded tongue & groove ceiling on a 1 walls . 42 w Wainscoting & ceil
ing now covered with acoustical ti l~ •• top upper wall light green; bottom trim 
wainscoting, dark oak pain t; Floor covered tongue & ~ Pine. , painted and 
now plywood .It: indoor/outdoor carpet . See l"ictu r es '1.-~~;e. 
) hang ing global and 1 ceiling global lights 

Other : Use t his space to descr il>e any additions, alterations , outbuil dings or other 
features of the structure and i t s surroundings . 
!tote: ~el!! pages 3, 4 and 11 of t.he History Book enclosed 

en an adciitional ~heet make a sket ch of the floor plan of the building, showing 
dimensions if possible . 
TIllS IS Nar REQJlRED! 
Sketch of the floor plan of the building enclos&G 



Ot:SCIU?TIOO (Continued) 

SffiI..IC'llJR.: en a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible vcrb;)l description 
of the structure. (See ~les) 

OBJEcr: ()l a separate sheet of paper give a coq>lcte as possible verbal description 
of the object. (Sec examples) 

SITE: On a separate shcct of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during its period of importance. 

D~-rRlcr; On a separate sheet of paper give a general description of the district. Also 
necdlXl lS a mmJbered list of the structures in the district corresponding to 
the sketch map. This listing should include a name for the structure , a date 
of construction, a brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it is. 

-A ~W' WIm mE LA\ll>\ARK M-\RKED At..'D PHJI'CX:RAPHS KIST BE SUIMITIE) WInI nils RJRM" 
Maps enclosed 

Jobp: A U.S. Geological Survey Map is preferred , but if you are unable to obtain 
one a county highway map may be used. 

Photegrnphs : Black and \oo'hite, glossy finish,S)( 7, or 8 x 10, is preferred. 

6ne early picture jnd one recent picture enclosed 

F(R.! PREPARED 'BY 

~ Mrs . Mary lIenderson 

Address Rt. 1 Box 197 Woodstock , AI )5188 

Town WoodstOCk , 

Organitation 

.tzor ltayes 

For Alabart\:l Historical Ca!lnission use only 

STAFF o::nlENJ'S: 

Date July 20 , 1990 

Telephone 205-9J8-20~2 

• 

MAl'REI'El\OCE' MAl' _________________ _ 

U. T. M. Reference 

Thematic Category ____ _ ______________________ _ 

Added to J\1AB.I\\IA REGISTER _ ___________________ _ 

NATIONAl REGISTER Potential 



1990 

ADDITIonAL IMrOiMATIOn or I nTEREST COMCERnIMG 
TICS WOODSTOCK UNITED t<1ETHODI ST CHURCH by 1-4ary Menderson 

Jesse Oole Persinger was the Methodist l>1inister that helped to organize 

the- Methodist Espiscopal Church ~outh at Woodstock in 1886. Jl'rom his Auto

bio.graphy printed in 1988, he says'" When the appointments were announced in 

lea6, I was assigned to Woodstock and Elocton Mission •• • • • . • when I arl:'ived 

in Woodstock I found W. E. Martin and his wife expecting me, and they inform~ 

ed me that I would live with them as a member of the fam11y. This I did for 

a year ; no one could have been better to me than this good man and his wife. 

rnera was no organized churCh a t Woodstock, but several Methodist fami-

lies in the community, a small railroad village, and at Green Pond, two miles 

further on up the railroad , so I gathered these together and organiud a 

church in the lower story of the Masonic "all; this floor was also used as a 

school house . " 

Dr. Persinger retired in 1936, after 53 years of active service. the long --

est period of any minister in the history of The Ilorth A'J.abama Conference , 

which includes the Woodstock anurch . ~e was active from I S8) to 1936, as was 

stated in his obituary when he. died in 1953, at age. 90. tie. had been a member 

of the Morth Alabama Conference for 70 years when he died . (from his book) 

In further resesrch, of Methodist Churches in Bibb County, we conclude 

that the Woodstock Me.thodist Ghurch building is the oldest Methodist Church 

Building in Bibb County, having had continuous worship services in the same 

building, with structures inside and out side , still the samB as when the 

building was originally built about 189), after the land was purchased. It 

1s the oldest Methodis t Church building in Bibb Oounty , Alabama wit., the 

same, original struct.urea liS mentioned above. 

We. have not found a record of the exact date tha building wall. built . 

Tha land was purchased in 189), according to the deed given in the enclosed 

ftdstory book of the church. We have been told by older people in the co~ 

munity that it was built about the same year as the Baptist Church nearby, 

both built by the same bUi lder . We know it was built before 1900. You will 



continued page 2 Woodstock Church informatio~ 

find in the Charge Oonference minutes enclosed wh~re t hay reported the Wood

stock Church ~ouse and Church furniture q grounds and Parsonage and furniture . 

Mrs . Gertrude Burns, born in 1894 and th~ late Mrs . Eule "amilton , born 

in 1893 tell s us the Church was built by the same man at t he sam~ time as the 

Woodstock Baptis t Ohurch . These ladies were both active in the work of Wood

stock Methodist Ohurch . Mrs . Eula Hamilton, before her death when we inter-

viewerl her, that her older brother and sister attended the church service on 

the day it · .... as dedicated . Mrs /'!amilton 5erved as )!ostmaster of Woodstock 

Post Office. fro!llJ 1939 to 1955 •• She had worked in The 1/ .• 5 . Post Office for , 
20 years before she became PostMaster . She said her f ather, William Ellard, 

helped with the building of the church. 

Mrs . Edna Killian Wade, was a member of the WoodstOCk Baptist Church. 

5he says her grandfather was one of the carpenters who worked on building 

th~ Methodist Church. K& was 5 . I. Kancock, who died in 1899 . 5he said 

her grandfather , ~. W. Rolen told her of the meetings th at used to be held 

toge t he r wi t h both churches' members attending. They would alternate the 

meeting places each Sunday . 

Mrs. Gertrude. Burns, · .... ho was born in IB94 and her two daughters , Willie 

llichols, and l~erle. It.ayes, have bellll members of Woodstock Methodist Church for 

67 years , having joined in 1923. The first Tuscaloosa District meeting of the 
Churchs' Woman's 10reign Missionary ~ociety, met in this church in 1908 . 
£nc osures : 
1986 Centennial Mistory book 
19B9 Church report of the Church today 
Maps of area 
Early picture of the church 
Recen t picture of the church 
Floor Plan sketch of church 
~~ge of other important imformat~on pertaining to the Church. 8 aha~~~l~ister ofcLandrnark! ~n ne~i,ta~e Bomination fg,m urCa Oy Ietin ot- entenn a Ce ebrat oi'[, ec. IB, 198 



SOME OF CHURCH DISTRICTS AND CHARGES 
1899- 1986 

~o records round of changes in the distric t iru whick Woodstock 

Church has served. It il in the Tuscaloosa Distric:t of The North 

Alabaroa Conference . 

Th~ following is a list or som~ churches serving on the lame 

Cha r ge as Woodstock; 

1899-1900 Woodltock , Johns, 'dger and Greely with J . W. Cowan, P. C. 
D. L. Parish, Presiding Elder and C. R. Walters, Secretary . 
The first Quarterly Conference met Jan . 13, 1900 at Ad" er . 
They ' reported three Sunday Schools at Adger , Woodstock and 
Johns . Toul amount of money from all sources during the 
year was $747 . 75 with 180 members up from 152 the year be-roAl 
Kine members had been received by certificate and two removed 
by certificate and two had died. They were !(rs. Hester Thorp 
and .J. Y. Hamilton. 

April 21 , 1900 , ucond QU8rterly Conference, R. S . Moore was 
elected as Secretary, met at Greely, Ala . 

Third Quarterly Conrerence met, July 21 , 1900 at Johns . Rev . 
Ji . W. Tucker , pastor of N.orthport and South Siell was visit
ing and gave the worship . Dr . JI . C. Jone.s was elected Sec . 
Thay h8d three Epworth Leagues-- J"ohns!Sumpter, Adger and 
Woodstock . A rourth Sunday School hild been organited at 
Grealy . 

Fourth Quarterly Conrerenc~ met ~vember 19 , 1900 at Adger. 
Sund;ay School Superintendents elected were; C. J . Blanken
ship , 'If. B. Martin and H. A. Milner . They voted to sell 
the old church house and seats at Adger and the proceeds be 
;applied to the new church building at Adger . 

The. board or Truste~ of Woodstock- Johns Charge, Tuscaloosa 
District, North Alabama Conrerence report~ that 'lioodst.oc~ 
Has Church l:I.ouse and Church furniture and grounds valued at 
lJ1J~O . OO . Deeds good containing Trust Clause Recorded at 
Centreville. County Site. Bibb County . 

00 

'0' 

.n' 
Johns , 

. Hernden, P. C. D. 
Stewarts were; P. G. Dunlap , 

- Jo;;;,;,J . c. Jones, l'f . H. Miller, S . S . 
Dr. Thos. Gross , R. S . Moon, 

Sunday School Supu . C. J. Blankenship, W. B. Martin , 
H. A. Milner . 
Total amount of money from all sources was $985.00 

'n' 
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ALABAMA HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Alabama Historical Comm ission 

725 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130 

1. No. 
17 

2. County 

1.1DI:a1JoQ.,of N~"lhles 
WAl'UI,;-TuSca~Oosa 

6. Speeiflc Loation 

Woods t ock Community 

Woods t ock United Methodist Church 
5. Other N.-n.hl 

. 16. Thematic;: C.tegory 27. No. of 510rl" 1 
28. Basemant? 

2 • 

v,s 0 F 
11. O."hl 01" Period I-_________ --'NOOC"""--I "'~ 

"CI.~;;~;-----,,~;.;CT<;;o""OC""""~lt-iaib~0~u~t~liB~B~5~------------_tL:29~.FiOU~"~d~.~"O~"~M~·='·l'~·~'~~~__I g: 7. City 01'" Town If Rural, Tow,,,hlp & Vic:inlty 18. Style or 0,,1111'1 wood-brick pillars 
Blocton uadran Ie T21S R6w 30. Will Construction 

9. Coordlrwtes Blocton Quadrangl e 

Lat. 33°12 ' 25" Long. 870 08 ' 59" 
U.T.M. R.f.rence 

.... ood frame 
31 , Roof Type & Mlleri.1 
Gable-composition 
32. No. of Bays !" 

1-=~F~'~07"=' "C':1=:c:-:"SC"",,,,-_~3'---_-I :0:: ; 

1-'~~~~~ _____________ -1~'~'~·~W~'~"~T~'.~.!'m~':"'~ _____ 10 • 
f.~~~~--------~~~~~~~~~:l~.~ woodsiding :-

34. PianShlP8 Rectan e g ~ 
Public 6iI 35. Changes Addition 0 ~E 

Priva te 0 (Ellplain Ahered 0 
24. Owner's Name & Addren, in No. 4 1 I Moved 0 §= 

If known 1-=-"''''''-''''-----'''''''0::''--1 ,. 
36. Condition f"f 

Woodstock United l>tethodist d. Inllrior goo 0. 

CO 1 1 1 1 1 1 L.1I.JIL..i.1 -,11,-1-.11-11 ~Co:::::::ng~r:::e~ga:.:t.::io:.:n~ ______ +=;E'~"~"O;' =:!;g~oo~d=,;=;;;-I il' 
:Z~o~~:... ___ ~E'~'~';~";'=;-____ ---.:N:o~n~h;~"'''--_,,-I 25. Loc.' Contact 31. Presel'VllrlO1l YH g 
10. Site 0 Structure 0 1-__ u_""_'_'_w

c
•c" _____ N_o_ IlO-I 0-

8uilding6C] ObjeetO Mr . C. C. Woods J8. Endangered? YeID:: 

~ 
... : 
:;I .~-~. 

: '. 

"'-

-. - 8v Whit? No eg f"f 

Additional Dati ~~~~ ______ ~~;-I9 
39. Visible fr om YH Q!l c: 

Public ROed? No 0 1'1 
I-__ --------c---------~& 

40. Acrellge, Lot Siu 
~ acre 

nd gables. Pointed 

PhOtO 

s a thriving community. 

he Methodists and the Baptists share ~ _parking 

45. Preptred Bv 46. Phone 

WAPDC 
48. Stefl Member 49. R!;!Vilion Dale!d 

~ 
o • • z 

l 
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