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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - DATE ADDED; 

1. NAME 

Historic: Barc[ift [on 
and/or Common: 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 68893 Main SI. 
City. Town: B[ountsvil[e - Vicinity of: 

County: B[ount Zip: 35031-

CATION 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
DDistricl D pub[ic l8Ioccupied DAgricu[ture DMuseum 
(8:Bui[ding(s) i:'!lprivate D unoccupied Dcommercia[ Dpark 
Dstructure DBoth OWork in progress D Educationa[ D Private residence 
DSite Public Acquislt[on Accessib[e D Entertainment CRe[igious 
Dobject D [n process i:'!lYes: restricted DGovernment Dscientific 

O Being considered 
D NO 

D yes: unrestricted D ndustria[ DTransportation 
O Military f8!other: lodge 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Name: Juan and Shirley J. Ortiz. Jr. Te[ephone: ( 
Street & Number: 6499 Goodwin Rd. 
City or Town: Pinson State: Al Zip: 35126-
Email Address: 

5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 

(Attach sketched floor plan and/or site p[an.) 



6. DESCRIPTION 
(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the description.) 

CONDmON 
D Excelient 
0 Good 
D Fair 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
D Deteriorated 0 Unaltered 
D R u ins []Altered 

D Unexposed 

0 0riginal Site 
D Moved Date Moved 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 

The Barclift Inn is a T-shaped two-story frame dwelling with a cross gable industrial metal and asphalt tile roof. 
The building faces east and has a five-bay wide by three-bay deep core with a three-bay deep by one-bay 
wide rear wing. There are two one-story shed additions along the south side of the wing. The house sits close 
to the front property line and the remainder of the site is covered with grassed lawns with some mature trees. 
A contributing frame garage is located to the south of the house. A full-height, two-story shed porch with 
square wooden columns extends across the full-width of the fac;:ade . A one story shed porch with wood posts 
and insect screening extends along the north elevation of the rear wing and wraps to the rear of the core. llle 
westem bay of the porch has been enclosed, as has the portion along the core. The building is dad with plain 
weatherboard siding and has a simple boxed cornice. A stone pier foundation is concealed beneath modem 
aluminum skirting. The principal entrance is located at the central bay of the fac;:ade and is flanked to either side 
by wooden Craftsman style double hung sash windows. Similar windows are found in all elevations of the 
second floor. 

An exterior brick chimney is centered at the north elevation of the core and is flanked at either level by single 
windows that are similar to those at the facade. The south elevation of the core is similar. The lower level of the 
west elevation of the core is obscured to the north of the rear wing by the infilled porch. The enclosure is clad 
with wood novelty siding and has a single wood six-aver-six light double hung sash window at its northern 
bay. The lower level of the west elevation to the south of the rear wing of the core is obscured by an addition. 
Two Craftsman style windows are located at the upper level flanking either side of the rear wing. The lower 
level of the north elevation of the rear wing has an off-center entrance flanked by two one-over-one light 
double hung sash windows. The upper level has two single nine-light casements windows to the east and an 
off-center double nine-light casement window to the west. The eastern opening at the double window has 
been infilled with a window air-conditioning unit. A double six-over-six window is centered at the rear elevation 
of the wing and is flanked by single six-over-six windows at the porch infill and southern addition. The two 
eastern bays of the south elevation of the rear wing are flush with the plane of the south elevation of the core 
and the two western bays are recessed. The two western bays contain a single and a double six-aver-six 
window and the two eastern bays each have a single six-aver-six window. 

The interior floor plan at the core consists of a center hallway flanked by parlors at the first floor and a center 
hallway flanked by bedrooms at the second floor. The staircase rises along the north wall of the stairhalt to a 
landing at the west wall and then returns in the center of the hall. A small closet is located to the south of the 
stair at the first floor. A bathroom addition extends from the south wall of the stair into the south bedroom at the 
second floor. Interior finishes typically include wood plank ceilings, narrow crown moldings, plaster wall 
finishes, molded door surrounds, plain wi ndow surrounds, plain baseboards, and wood floors. Modem 
plywood paneling and vinyl floor coverings have been installed in several rooms. The rear wing has three 
rooms at each level. Single rooms are located in each of the two additions to the south of the rear wing. 

The house retains its overall historic design and appearance despite modifications. An earlier tow-tier Victorian 
porch shown on historic photographs was destroyed when an airplane struck the building in the 1940s. The 
present porch was built to replace that porch. The historic photo also sows that the house once had nine-over
nine light window sash. Thee appear to have been replaced circa 1930. Interior modifications have been limited 
to a reworking of the staircase, the installation of some modem finishes, and the creation of a bathroom at the 
second floor level. The house is in generally good condition. 
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7. SIGNIFICANCE 

(See attached instructions for specific guidelines on completing the significance.) 

PERIOD 
~.Prehjstoric 
0 1400-1499 
0 1500-1599 
j 1600-1699 
[J1700-1799 
~IBOO-1B99 
[]1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE~HECK AND EXPlAIN BELOW 
Darcheology-prehistoric D community planning O industry 
O archeology-hisloric D conservation D landscape architecture 

~
gricu1ture O education Draw 

architecture §Engineering O literature 
art . exploration/setllement D military 

r:i?Jcommerce nerary art D music 
D communications D humanilarian D politics/governmenl 

D religion 
D scientific 
D sculpture 
C social history 
D lhealer 
D other 

SPECIFIC DATES: circa 1834 BUILDER/ARCHITECT: Daniel Rector 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Barclift Inn is historically significant for its role as a tavem along the Huntsville to Tuscaloosa stagecoach 
road and later as the home of several prominent Blountsville families. Constructed circa 1834 fo r James 
Hendricks, the house is also the oldest surviving bui lding in town. Although altered, the overa ll historic 
appearance of the building retains integrity. The period of significance for the resource is from circa 1833, the 
date of its construction, through circa 1945, when the exterior was remodeled to its present appearance. 

The Barclift Inn was constructed circa 1834 for James Hendricks. Hendricks had acquired the land in 1833.' 
The 1850 census records Hendricks, a fifty-year old tavern keeper, living in Blountsville with his wife Nancy, a 
daughter Assenath, and two others: E.H. Brown, a blacksmith, and A.M. Gibson, an attorney. Hendricks listed 
real estate valued at $3,500. Research conducted by William Rector Irwin indicates that only seven individuals i1 
the area had estates valued higher than Hendricks at that time.2 

"The Hendricks Tavern was a landmark on the Huntsville Road that was frequented by Alabama's elite as well 
as by others. The Battles and Clays were famiiar with 'Hendricks,."3 Mrs. Susanna Clay Withers Battle, the wife 
of William Augutus Battle of Tuscaloosa and the niece of Governor Clement Corner Clay, wrote in 1848 that she 
had traveled with her husband to Tuscaloosa along the Huntsville Road and that they made stops at Lacey's, 
Hendricks, the Widow Massey's, and McMaths. 

Hendricks is not listed in the 1860 census in Blountsville. By the late nineteenth century, the Barclift family was 
operating the tavern. The 1880 census lists Henry Barclift, a dry goods merchant, living with his wife Clara A . 
Barclift . W. F. Hendrix purchased the property from Mrs. C.A. Barclift on December 15, 1906.~ On December 3, 
1920, W.F. Hendrix sold the property to W. R. Hendrix. During the Hendrix family's ownership, the hotel was 
operated by W.F. Hendrick's wife and by Batch and Rachel Hendrix. 

W. R. Hendrix sold the property to A.J. Buttram on January 29, 1929. Buttram in turn sold it to Nettie Nation on 
February 12 of the following year. After passing through ownership by Shirley Nation, C. S. Nation sold the 
property to Emaline Faires Whitehead on August 26, 1935. R. C. Copeland purchased the property from 
Whitehead on April 23, 1945 and sold it to Dr. E.T. Brown on September 22, 1949. The house was subsequently 
owned by Worth and Irene Ratliff who remodeled it into apartments. 

, Correspondence from William Rector Erwin to Robert Gamble, September 24, 2002. 
2 Ibid. 
1 Ibid. 
~ Bicentennial Edition of the Hentage of Blount County, Oneonta, AL: Blounl County Historical Society, 1977; listing of property 



In the early 1940s, Pete Gison of Cullman -Wished to dip his wings to his friend Alma Jean Helms, who lived 
across the street from the hotel . ..s Unfortunately, Gison crashed into the porch and was injured. 

Carlton and Pauline Gibbes acquired the property from the Ratliffs and subsequently sold it to the present 
owner about 1996. The Barclift Inn was included in the 2007 Places in Peril listing by the Alabama Historical 
Commission and the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Daniel Rector 

Archival sources indicate that Daniel Rector built the house and the nearby Blountsville County Courthouse of 
1833. Born to a family of German descent in Germanna, Virginia, Rector relocated to Greenville, South Carolina 
by 1821 . He is thought to have been residing there when the Greenville County Courthouse was constructed to 
the designs of noted architect Robert Mills in 1825. Rector relocated to Blountsville by 1833 and he obtained a 
land grant here on September 4,1834. His wife Sarah Hendricks Rector was the sister of James Hendricks. 
Rector later moved to Athens Tennessee, where he died in 1837. 
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9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of nominated property: .::<cJ.l _____________________ _ 
Quadrangle name: ->B"'I"-ou"'nwt"'sv][Jj"lle ..... ________________________ _ 

Enclose map showing location of property. (city or county map, state highway department map, or 
USGS map) 

10. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/title: David B. Schnejder (assisted by members of the Blountsville Historical Comm.l 
Qrganization: Schneider Historic Preservatjon, LLC 
Street & Number: 411 East 6~ Street 
City or Town: Anniston 
Email Address: dbschneider@bellsouth .net 

Date: August 5,2007 
Telephone: (256) 310·6320 
State: AL Zip: 36207· 

11. PLEASE SUBMIT COLOR IMAGES OF THE PROPERTY WITH THIS 
FORM: 

Images are essential to the review process. They can be 4x6 color prints or digital images on a CD. 
Please see the "Instructions for Completing an AR Form" for more details on images or contact 
the AHC at 334.230.2687. 



Topa Map 

General Location Maps 

Blountsville Quadrangle 

16/537722 E 13770843 N 
Created 1969, Revised 1986 
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Sjteplan 
(Not to Scale) 
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FIoorolan Sketch 
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Photographs; 

1. Barclift Inn 
2. Blountsville, Blount County, AL 
3. David 8. Schneider, Schneider Historic Preservation, LLC 
4. Juty 2007 
5. 411 E. 6th St. , Anniston AL 36207 
6. Exterior, East facade, camera facing west 
7. Photo #01 

6. Exterior, south elevation, camera facing north 
7. Photo #02 

6. Exterior, west (left) and north elevations, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #03 

6. Exterior, west (left) and north elevations, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo#04 

6. Exterior, west (right) and north elevations, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #05 

6. Exterior, south elevation, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo#06 

6. Exterior, garage, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #07 

6. Interior, 1 st floor hallway, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #06 

6. Interior, 1st floor haltway, camera facing southwest 
7. Photo #09 

6. Interior, 1 sl floor parlor, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #10 

6. Interior, 1st floor parlor, detail of mantelpiece, camera facing south 
7. Photo #11 

6. Interior, 1s1 floor parlor, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo #12 

6. Interior, 2rd floor hallway, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #13 

6. Interior, 2'11 floor bedroom, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo #14 

6. Interior, ~ floor bedroom, camera facing southwest 
7. Photo #15 

6. Interior, ~ floor, rear wing, camera lacing north'west 
7. Photo #16 



6. Exterior, East fayade, camera facing west 
7. Photo 1101 

6. Exterior, south elevation, camera facing north 
7. Photo 1102 



6. Exterior, west (left) and north elevations, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #03 
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6. Exterior, west (left) and north elevations, camera lacing southeast 
7. Photo #04 



6. Exterior, west (right) and north elevations, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #05 

6. Exterior, south elevation, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo #06 



6. Exterior, garage, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #07 
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6. Interiof, 151 lloor hallway. camera facing northwest 
7. Photo#08 



6. Interior, 1st floor hallway, camera facing southwest 
7. Photo #09 

6. Interior, 1st floor par1or, camera facing southeast 
7. Photo #10 



6. Interior, 1 st floor parlor, detail of mantelpiece, camera facing south 
7. Photo #11 

--
6. Interior, 1st floor parlor, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo #12 



6. Interior, 2r11 floor hallway, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #13 

6. Interior, ~ floor bedroom, camera facing northeast 
7. Photo #14 
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6. Interior, 2"' floor bedroom, camera facing southwest 
7. Photo #15 

-

6. Interior, 2"' floor, rear wing, camera facing northwest 
7. Photo #16 


