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Alabama Register 
Property Information 

1. Name 

historic ONEONTA COMMUNITY HOUSE 

anolor eommon COMMUNITY HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & numce, 1112 JACK FENDLEY DRIVE 

c:ttv. town ONEONTA vicInitY 01 

AL county 

3. Classification 
c .. t.tJory 
__ di'tnct 

OWn_"niD 
xx..... ;lUCile 

xx.... bUilding(.!! I _ ;rrvate 
__ structure __ eetn 
__ Site Public ACQUISition 
__ OD!ect _ in orocess 

__ ::e1n9 consreereo 

Slatus 
_OCCUDrea 

XL... unOCC:UDreo 

_ work In orog'.511 
Accessible 

XL.. '(es : restrrc:eo 
_ yes : unrestrlcteo 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

CITY OF ONEONTA 

202 3RD AVE EAST 

Cltv. town ONEONTA _ VIClnltV 01 

RECEIVED 

JUN 13 1990 

Ala. Historical Commission 

BLOUNT 

P ..... nt u •• 
__ agrIculture _mu •• um 
_ commercral _"ar. 
__ eoucatlona. __ Dflvat. re,loence 
__ entenalnmen1 __ rerigioua 
Dt... government __ sCientific: 
__ inDu.trlal __ usn'Donatlon 
_ mrlitarv _Olner: 

sl;ne AL 35121 

!S. Please use space below to s ketch floor plan/site plan. 

"SEE ATrACHED" 



6. Description 

Conditl ... 
_excellent 
_good _'.ir 

xx detetlor.ted 
__ ruins 

_unexposed 

Check on_ 
__ un.ltered 
XX altereel 

Check one 
.xx... origiNiI site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

g •• crib. tt •• pre •• n. and origina' (if knownl physical appearance 

.. .. .. 

The Oneonta community bouse is a one story building of native sandstone veneer situated 
on top of a hill overlooting the town . The elevation allows a partial base.ent so that 
the building appears to be two story in the rear. 

The roof is of asphalt: shingle. simple gable except in rear where it is modified gambrel. 
There are two small stone chimneys placed midwayan each side of the building. 

Tbere are two front: entrances of two french doors each with 12 panes each. They have 
heen boarded over with plywood panels. They are set in 5 feet from the front vall in 
matching entrances that are at each side of the front separated by 12 feet ~ Right wing 
bas french door of 12 panes. O~igina1ly the front entrances were not set in the wall but 
flush with the vall and each entrance contained four f~ench doo~8 with a transoa. 

Windows are all large casement type. There a~e no windows on front . On each side of tbe 
front (main) room there are 5 a~ched windows containing 50 panes each. The two side 
wings each have 3 rectangular windows of 35 panes. The back has 2 rectangular windows of 
36 panes. one on each side of the loading bay. The loading bay has been sealed off with 
wood~ There are a total of 18 windows on the main level. Hany window panes are missing. 
The front gable and the back gaabre1 have palladian style vents of louvered wood~ 

The interior is largely original except for several spaces that have been closed in for 
storage areas in the front and in the stage area . There is a small ticket room on the 
left 8ide~ All rooms bave hardwood floors. Originally there were 2 pot bellied stoves 
to heat the main roam hut these have been removed. There are handsome beams overhead 
with a ceiling height of 15 feet. The only other original rooas were the 2 restrooms in 
the right wing and the small office/dressing room in the left wing. 

The back. po'rtion of the building has a basetlent. There are 3 small double pane windows 
and 1 single pane window. There are two entrances at each end hut both doors are missing. 
Tbe basement contains 4 small rooms with cement floor and rock walls and a restroom. 
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7. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1800-1699 
_17QO-1799 
_111~1899 

~ 1900-

.. citle dat •• 

., ••• 01 Significance-Check and justify below 
_ J1rcheal09y-prenislorlc :xx community planning _ landscape .rt;nitecture __ reUgion '.w __ science _ .rcneoloqy-nialoric __ conserv.uon --

~ mo-c' _ literature __ sculprure __ agriculture ....- Kono IX -,-, __ soc ... __ architecture __ education __ ml I .ry 
_ art _ engl"H'I"g __ music hu .... " it.ri." 
_ commerce _ exploration/setttement _ philoscony __ th •• ter 

_Industrv JtX... politlcSlgovernment __ tran.pen.lion 
-- communications -=- I n\l.nt;~n __ other (SpeCify) 

-
1933-1934 Build."Architect HORACE MD l.KR WIWlER 

Statement of Significance (in one par'l)rapht 

The Oneonta Community Rouse vas constructed in 1934 by the Civil Works Adminstration (CWA) 
Project IS-C-J78 . to provide a place for community recreational activities for the county . It 
was a place where both young and old could go for eotertainment and socializing . There 
were wrestling -atches. dances. basketball games. plays. political rallies and other activities 
held there. It was a place to go in the time of the depression when there was little 
enterta.i.mtent and recreation ava,ilable. Briefly from 1950-1955 it served as a National 
Guard Armory building until an Armory building could be built. 

The city of Oneonta in order to bring a National Guard unit here deeded the Community House 
property to the Alabama Armory Commission in 1950. After the Armory was built in 1955 the 
Community House was used by the National Guard for storage. It was leased to the Blount 
County Commission in 1972 and served as a central storage and distribution center for 
commodities . In 1988 the Armory Commission deeded it back to the City of Oneonta. 

An Oneonta Park and Recreation Board was organized November 28th. 1933 by the Civil Works 
Administration. Original plans called for a community house 40 by 80 feet constructed of 
stone. a swimding pool and a park of 5 acres at an estimated cost of $30.000.00. Work was 
completed by fall of 1934. Both the American Leg~on and the Civitan Clubs sponsored 
recreational programs for the community including wrestling matches. basketball games. plays 
dances. beauty pageants etc. The recreational programs sponsored by the WPA were employed 
and the Community House served to prov~de healthy recreation and entertainment in those dark 
days of the depression. It served as a social and recreation center to 1950. In 1950. Mr. 
Nick Carter who had served on the Park and Recreation Board convinced the city of the need 
for a National Guard unit. The city of Oneonta deeded the Ca.munity Bouse and property to 
the Alabama Armory Commission in 1950 to entice them to locate a unit here. The National 
Guard used the building as their armory until 1954 when a new armory building was completed 
close by. During this period the only alterations the building suffered were new more secure 
entrance r eplacing the original french doors and serveral small storage rooms were partitioned 
off inside. The National Guard continued to use the building for storage until 1972. except for 
the basement which they leased to the American Legion in 1951 to use for its meeting place. 
In 1972 The Armory Commission leased the building to the Blount County Commission and it operated 
it as a commodities storage and distribution center. In 1988 the Armory Commission deeded 
the building back to the City of Oneonta and it has since used it only for storage . 

The community center is the only CWA building in the county. It is a visually pleasing building. 
The native stone in combination with the large arched casement windows gives the building a 
unique lightness and at the same time a feeling of strength and endurance. Except for the 
Oneonta Post Office. which is a WPA building. it is the most beautiful government building 
in the county. 

The architect was Horace Hiller Weaver. born 1885. Collinsville . AI. A registered architect. 
he practiced from. 1920 to 1947. Bis field was commercial arch,itecture. He was a member of 
the American Institute of Architects. Only other known example of his work in Blount County 
is the annex building to the Lester Memorial Kethodist Church in Oneonta. 



=8-.~M~a~j~o-r~B~i~b~l~io-g-r-a-p~h~i~c-a~I~R~e~f~e-r-e-n-c-e-s---------------~ 

BLOUNT COUNTY DEMOCRAT 1933-1934 INTERVIEW WInl JACK FENDLEY. FORKER MAYOR 
CITY OF ONEONTA KINUTE BOOK 1 OF ONEONTA. AL 
INTERVIEW WITH NICK CARTER 2-21-90 WPA RECOROS FOR ALABAMA. ROLL 794 
PICTORIAL REPORT CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION OF ALABAMA 

9. Geographical Data 1933-1934. VOLUME ONE 

Acre.qe ot nomtnat.a Drooeny _ _ ..16,,1'-_ _ _ _ 
Quaofllft9le name ONEOTNA 1:24000 

SEE COpy OF DEED ATl'ACHED 

10. Form Prepared By 

namel lrtle C. WARREN WEAVER. COUTNY RECORO CLERK AND ARCHIVIST 
BLOUNT COONTY COHHISSION 

organization BLOUNT COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

P. O. BOK 45 
Slrftl oS. nume.r 220 2ND AVE E tereoncne 274-9111 EXT 306 

Cltv or town ONEONTA Slale AL 

1 1. Please submit color slides of the property with this form . -

12. Please return Al.ABAMA REGISTER form to: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COHHISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL CO MMISSION 

725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 36 130 

September 6 , 1990 

Media Con tact: 

Helanie Bet z 

Ph on e: 205/ 242-3 184 

FOR UC1EDIATE RELEASE 

RE LEASE 

The Alabama Histo r ical Commission announced recently t hat the One onta 

Commun ity House has been added to the Alabama Registe r of Landmarks and 

Heritage . 

Situated on too of a hilL ove r looking the town , this bu ildi ng was 

cons tructed In 1934 by the Civil Wo r ks Adm i nistration to or ovide a community 

rec r eational center du r ing the Great Depression . :to r ace :Ulle r I . .,reave r . a 

Local architect from Collinsville, Ala . , was responsible fo r the design . 

"Soth young and old utilized the facility fo r such diverse activi t ies as 

wrestling matches, dances, basketball games, ?Lays, poli t icaL rallies and 

beauty pageants , " said ~elanie 8etz , Alabama Register coordinator. "The 

building then served as a National Gua r d Armo r y f r om 1950 until 1955 . " 

Primarily used for sto rage since 1955, the building has retained most of 

its original ext erior and interior features including its native stone ve neer 

and large ~rched casement windows . 

The Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage is a prestigiOUS statewide 

listing of buildings , st r uctu r es, objects and dis tr icts that possess 

architectural and historical associations. 

The Alabama Histo r ical Commission 1s the official state agency 

responsible for preserving Alabama's historic resources . 

. :ll II 





F LAWERENCE OAKS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Mr. C. Warren Weaver 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

125 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130-5101 

August 1, 1990 

County Record Clerk and Archivist 
P. O. Box 45 
Oneonta , AL 35121 

Dear Mr . t.,teaver : 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
261-3184 

Thank you for submitting the nominat i on for the Oneonta Community House 
in Oneonta to the Alabama Registe r o f Landmarks and Herita ge . The informat ion 
that you provi ded is complete and r eady fo r review at our next Alabama 
Register meeting. After this meeting, you will be informed of the decision of 
the Review Committee . Please l et me know if you have any questions before 
that time . 

Your interest in histo r ic preservation is app reciated . 

Since rely , 

Melanie A. Betz 
Alabama Register Coordinator 

mab 




