
Alabama Register 
Property Information 

1. Name 

histonc ONEONTA FEDERAL BUILDING 

ano:or common ONEONTA POST OFFICE 

2. Location 

street & nume!! r 210 2ND AVE E 

CltV . tewn ONEONTA 

Siale ALABAMA 

3. Classification 
C .. teqorv 
__ Clistnct 
.xx.. builaing\s) 
__ structure 

-- site t 
__ :lclect 

OWnersniD 
XX puellc 

__ ::rtvate 
__ ~otn 
Publ ic ACQuisition 
__ :n crccess 
_ _ =el"g cons Ice reo 

_ yiclnlty 01 

COUnTY 

Status 
XX occuolea 

_ UnOCClJDleO 

_ worK In orogress 
Accessible 
..xx. yes: reslnc~eo 
_ yes: unreslrlc:eo 

no 

4. Owner of Property 

-RECE\VED 
JUN 20 \994 

"Ia. ~I Com,,,issio 

• 

BLOUNT 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commerCial 
__ eoucatlonal 
__ entertainment 
XX government 
__ ina us trial 

mllitarv 

__ museum 

_pant 
_ private reslCl ence 
_ religious 
__ scnmufic 
_ _ Iransoonauon 

clner: 

name U S POSTAL SERVICE - MAJOR FACILITIES OFFICE 

str lH!1 & numeer 1407 UNION AVE 11TH FLOOR 

C I ~'I . lown MEMPHIS viclnltv 01 TN 38166-0331 

:). Please use s pace belo~ to s ketch floor plan/site plaD. 

SEE FLOOR PLANS INCLUDED 



6. Description 

Condition 
10L eJi:celient 
_ gOOd 
_fair 

_ deter iorated 
_ ruins 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_ unaltered 
~ altered 

Check one 
XX original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

C •• cribe the present and original (it knownl physical appe. rance 

THE ONEONTA POST OFFICE IS A ONE- STORY, WITH FULL BASEMENT. BRICK POST OFFICE BUILDING 
CONTAINING 4,938 SQUARE FEET ON EACH FLOOR. THE SITE FRONTS 138 FEET ON THE NORTH 
SIDE OF SECOND AVENUE AND EXTENDS BACK TO A DEPTH OF l35 FEET . 

THE EXTERIOR OF THE BUILDING IS RED COMMON BRICK LAID IN AN ENGLISH BOND STYLE . THE 
WATER TABLE AND CAP ARE HAMMER FINISHED WHITE MARBLE. ROOF IS BUILT-UP TAR AND GRAVEL . 
THE WINDOWS ARE DOUBLE HUNG WOOD SASH WITH 8/ 12 LIGHTS . THE SILLS AND LINTELS ARE 
ALSO WHITE MARBLE , HAMMER FINISHED . UNDER EACH WINDOW ENCASEMENT THE BRICK ARE LAID IN 
HEADER COURSE . THE FRONT ENTRANCE IS A SEMICIRCULAR ARCH AROUND A BRONZE EAGLE. THE 
HEAD OF THE MAIN DOOR IS A SIMPLE PLAIN LINTEL WITH PILASTERS . THERE ARE TWO LAMPS 
POSTS ON THE FRONT STEPS. 

THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING IS TYPICAL OF MOST POST OFFICES CONSTRUCTED DURING THIS 
ERA . THE CUSTOMER LOBBY HAS BRICK FLOOR WITH WHITE MARBLE BORDER BASE AND WAINSCOTTING 
WALLS AND CEILINGS ARE PLASTER WI TH PLAIN MOLDING . THE WORKROOM HAS HARDWOOD FLOORS . 
PLASTER WALLS WITH HARDWOOD WAINSCOTTING . 

IN 1965 AN ADDITION WAS MADE TO THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE POST OFFICE WITH MATCHING DESIGN 
AND DETAILS CHANGING THE FRONTAL APPEARANCE FROM A BALANCED BILATERAL DESIGN WITH 
CENTRAL DOOR WITH TWO WINDOWS ON EACH SIDE TO TWO WINDOWS ON ONE SIDE AND FOUR WINDOWS 
ON THE OTHER . I 

IN 1991 A HANDICAPPED RAMP OF BRICK WITH MATCHING METAL 8ALISTERS WAS ADDED TO THE FRONT 
AND ONE OF THE FRONT WINDOWS WAS REPLACED WITH A METAL DOOR TO ACCOMODATE THE RAMP . 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

THE ONEONTA FEDERAL BUILDING NOW KNOWN AS THE ONEONTA POST OFFICE WAS BEGUN IN 
1937 AND DEDICATION WAS HELD AFTER COMPLETION AUGUST 6. 1938 . ONE OF TWO WPA 
BUILDINGS REMAINING IN ONEONTA , IT IS THE MOST ATTRACTIVE COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
IN TOWN . THE BLOUNT COUNTY ACTIVITIES BUILDING NOW AN ANNEX OF THE LESTER MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH . IS THE ONLY OTHER WPA BUILDING . IT WAS ADDED TO THE ALABAMA 
REGISTER JULY , 1991 . 

THE ORIGINAL BUILDING COST $66 , 000 . 00 AND THE LOT $4,750 . IT WAS CONSTRUCTED ON 
THE SITE OF THE H. C. MCPHERSON HOME WITH THE HOME BEING RELOCATED AND SERVING 
TODAY AS THE BLOUNT COUNTY CHILDREN ' S CENTER. THE BUILDING I NITIALLY SERVED AS 
A POST OFFICE ON MAIN FLOOR WIT H OFFICES FOR THE COUNTY FARM AGENT , HOME 
DEMONSTRATION AGENT AND OTHER FARM ACTIVITIES IN THE BASEMENT . THE MURAL OVER 
THE POSTMASTER' S DOOR WAS EXECUTED BY ALDIS BROWN OF MADISON , CONNECTICUT , A 
GRADUATE OF YALE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS . THE MURAL , MEASURING 12 FT BY 4 FT IS A 
SERIES OF OVERLAPPING SCENES DEPICTING BLOUNT COUNTY OF 1939 . IN THE CENTER, 
FARM GIRLS ARE GATHERING COTTON WHILE ON THE RIGHT A WOMAN FEEDS HOGS AND A BOY 
HOLDS A CALF. TO THE RIGHT . TWO MEN REST. IN THE MIDDLE DISTANCE IS A TINNED 
ROOF FARMHOUSE, AND BEYOND IS A BARN WI TH CYCLONE CELLAR . AN A. A. A. TERRACED 
FIELD IS CONTRASTED WITH GROUND LEFT TO THE ELEMENTS , GULLIED AND WORTHLESS. A 
COVERED BRIDGE COMPLETES THE RURAL SCENE . IN THE DISTANCE ARE SUGGESTED THE 
CITY OF BIRMINGHAM DAM . CHAMPION IRON ORE MI NES AND BUILDINGS OF ONEONTA. 

THE SECTION OF FINE ARTS . PUBLIC BUILDINGS ADMINISTRATION , FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WAS CREATED WITH THE AIM OF SECURING MURALS AND SCULPTURE OF DISTINGUISHED QUALITY 
APPROPRIATE TO THE EMBELLISHMENT OF FEDERAL BUILDINGS . APPROXIMATELY 1% OF THE 
TOTAL OF LIMIT OF COST OF THE BUILDINGS WAS RESERVED FOR THE DECORATION . THE 
SECTION HELD OPEN ANONYMOUS COMPETITIONS, NATIONAL , REGIONAL, STATE OR LOCAL . 
TO WHICH ALL CITIZENS ARTISTS OF THE UNITED STATES WERE ELIGIBLE . 

IN 1965 . AN ADDITION OF 5632 SQUARE FEET WAS ADDED AT A COST OF $185 , 000 . , DAVIS, 
SPEAKE AND THRASHER OF BIRMINGHAM , ARCHITECTS . IN 1991. A HANDICAPPED ACCESS 
RAMP WAS ADDED TO THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING REQUIRING ONE OF THE WINDOWS TO BE 
REPLACED WITH A DOOR. 

THE BUILDING WILL BE VACATED BY THE POSTAL SERVICE I N 1995 FOR A NEW BUILDING. 
THE NEW OWNER WILL BE BLOUNT COUNTY WHO WILL USE THE BUILDING AS A COURTHOUSE 
ANNEX . 



• 



7. Significance 

Period Ar ••• of Si9ni'ic~nce--Ch.ck ~nd justify below 
_ prehistoric _ archeology-prehistorIc _ commumty ptannlng _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ 140~1499 _ archeology-hisloric _ conservation _law _ science 
_ 1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 ~ architecture _ education _ military _ soclaU 
_ 1700-1799 ....xx. art _ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_ 1800-1899 _ commerce _ explorationlsenlement _ philosophy __ th.lter 
.xx..... 1900- _ communications _Industry ....xx. politicS/government _ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

193/-1938 
Specifi c dates DEUICA'fION 8- 6- 1938 Builder/Architect NEAL A MELICK 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

THE ONEONTA FEDERAL BUILDING NOW KNOWN SIMPLY AS THE ONEONTA POST OFFICE HAS BEEN A 
LANDMARK FOR OVER 50 YEARS . THE WPA BUILDING NOT ONLY IS THE MOST ATTRACTIVE BUILDING 
IN THE TOWN ' S COMMERCIAL DISTRICT BUT THE MURAL INSIDE IS INDIGENOUS TO THE AREA. 
DEPICTING CHARACTERISTIC SCENES OF BLOUNT COUNTY OF WHICH ONEONTA IS THE COUNTY SEAT . 

I 

--



8. Major Bibliographical References 

THE SOUTHERN DEMOCRAT 1936 - 1939 
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE, MAJOR FACILITIES OFFICE , MEMPHIS. TN. , REAL ESTATE FILES 
ONEONTA POST OFFICE , POSTMASTER ' S FILES 

9. Geographical Data 
Acreaql! of namlnlteCl prooerty 41 J 0 ACRE 

Quaorangle n.me ONEONTA 

VerDal bound_rv d •• c;rlption .. no justificatio n 

Quadrangle sca le 1"- 2000 ' 

138 ' X 135 ' BLOUNT COUNTY TAX MAPPING OFFICE BLOUNT COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/ t itte C WARREN WEAVER , ARCHIVIST 

organlzatlon BLOUNT COUNTY dale 5-11-94 

street & numoer ZZO ZND AVE leteanone 625- 4284 

city or town ONEONTA state ALABAMA 

1 1. Please s ubmit color slides of the pr operty with this form. 

12. please return ALABAMA REGISTER form to: 

ALABAMA REGI STER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA RISTORJCAL COMMISSION 
468 SOl'TH PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130-0900 

, 

• 


