
A.l abama Register 
Property Information 

1 • Name 

hisionc THE GRIFFITH HOME 

anOlar common 

2. Location 

,treel & numoer 1204 COUNTY HIGHWAY 25 

,olIo. 

city. lown GUNTERSVILLE -XI. viclnllv at ARAB 8 HILES 

state ALABAMA 

3. Classification 
C.teqory 
__ dlstnct 
-X.. buildlngts) 
__ 51ruclure 
__ s ite 
__ Ob Ject 

Owner,nia 
__ Duoile 

~;:rrvale 

_botn 
Public ACQUisition 
_ :n orocess 
-L ~eJng conSloereo 

counrv 

Slatu. 
.....l-. accuelee 
_ vnoccuorea 
_ worll In orogress 
Accessible 
....x.. yes : restrlc:ea 
_ yes : unrestrlctea 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name LOUISE WAID AND JAKES A GRIFFITH 

street &. numoer 1204 CODNTY HIGHWAY 25 

BLOUNT 

Pr •• ent U •• 
__ agnculture 
__ commercial 
__ educatlona, 
_ enten.lnmen! 
_ government 
__ industrial 
_ mititarv 

APR 28 1995 

__ museum 
__ parI( 

...L.. private residence 
__ religious 
__ scienlrtic 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

City. town GUNTERSVILLE s late ALABAMA 

!S. Please use s pace below to s~etch floor plan/site plan. 

SEE ATTACIIED 



6. Description 

Condition 
-L excellent 
_900d 
__ fair 

__ detenorated 
__ ruins 

_unexposed 

Check one 
__ unallereel 

..x.-. altered 

Check one 
A original sit. 
_ moved <Ute _ __________ _ 

De.cribe the pr ••• nt and ori,inal (II known, physical app •• r.nc. 

The Griffith Home is a two story (2 above 2) frame "I" house with a one story wing in back . 

The home was built in 1851 by the great grandfather of the current owner. The interior 

woodwork and trim of the house shows rustic Federal and Greek Revival influences . Originally 

an L-shaped back porch ran across the back of the house and along the ell wing . In 1885. 

the kitchen (originally separate from the house) was torn down and replaced by a second 

kitchen, created by enclosing the rear portion of the long back porch . 

The most significant feature of the house is the original 19th-century graining and 

marbelizing found throughout much of the interior. The home ' s appearance today is close 

to the original . There was major repair done in 1945 that saw new wood veneer , windows . 

chimneys and solid rock foundation . In 1957. there was renovation adding upstairs and 

downstairs ba t hrooms . and converting the back porch to a dining room. In 1975. the chimney 

in the master bedroom was replaced with brick . 

On the front there are 8 windows (4 up and 4 down) double hung with 9 panes . There is 

a 8 x 12 foot 2 story porch on the front with wood railing cut in an urn pattern. 

The double doors both up and downstairs onto the porch are grained to resemble oak. 

Both have sidelights and transom . 

The foundation was originally composed of rock piers with lattice between . Today , there 

is rock fill between the piers. The original stone chimneys were replaced by brick 

(following t he form of the earlier chimneys) in 1945. 

Behind the house is a small 4 room frame house built in 1984 on the site of the original 

kitchen . To the right is a smoke house built in 1925 replacing the original. To the 

left (east) of the house is a 1930 barn that has been converted into a 4 room frame 

house in 1985 . Behind the converted barn is a frame garaged and storage building built 

in 1985 . 



THE GRIFFITH HOME Guntersville (Arab vic,) Blount Co 

Dating from J 851 . the Griffith Home is a two-story frame "J" house with a one-story rear 
wing forming an ell . It is located on 3 acres of property at the outskirts of the Summit 
community of Blount County. Built by Robert Griffin Griffith (1801-1854), it is tbe only 
antebellum home remairUng in the community and one of the few left in the county. 

The Griffith House is eligible for listing on the Alabama Register under Criterion C. 
architecture. It depicts a folk style common to this period. with rustic Federal and Greek 
RevivaJ influences seen in the two-story center porch and the interior detailing. This 
addition of stylistic detailing to a common house type appeared in homes of the more 
afIluent of the era. The most significant feature of the house is the original 19th century 
graining and marbelizing found throughout much of the interior. 

The house has been maintained very close to its original condition. [n 1885, 8 ponion of 
the L-shaped rear porch, which ran aJong the ell wing. was enclosed to create a kitchen. 
Major repairs were undenaken in 1945, when new wood veneer and windows replaced 
deteriorated ones, rock fill replaced lattice between the rock foundation piers, and the 
rock chimenys were replaced with brick ones. fn 1957, upstairs and downstairs 
bathrooms were added, and the remaining ponioo of the back porch was enclosed to 
create a dining room. The remaining rock chimney in the master bedroom was replaced 
with brick in 1975. 

There are several outbuiJdings on the property, though none of these dates from the 
origina1 structure. A four-room frame guest house was built behind the main structure in 
1984. on the site of the origina1 kitchen. Adjacent to this is a smokehouse built in 1925 to 
replace the original. On the east side of the house is a 1930 barn which was converted to 
a four-room house in 1985. A frame garage and storage building was constructed behind 
the bam in 1985. 

The Griffith Home has been owned and maintained by the descendants oftbe Griffith 
family since its construction. 





S. Major Bibliographical References 

HERITAGE OF BLOUNT COUNTY 

LOUISE GRIFFITH WAID (INTERVIEW) 

9 . Geographica! Data 
Acre81gt! of nominated prooerty _ _ ~J~A~C~RE"",S,-__ 

Quadrangle name BROOkSYU,J.E Quadrangle scale 1;24 000 

Verb.' bound. ry descrip t io n an a iu . tifleation County Revenue Commission Office aap , 08-01-09 
A lot 300'x400' south of ~ight of way of county highway 25 

Sect·ion 31 Township 9S Range 2£ in swt & SEt of NWt 

10 . Form Prepared By 

name/title c~ Warren Veaver County Distorian-Arcbivist 

organization Blount CQunty Histp r ical SQc1et~ dale 

street & numoet 220 2nd Ave E (P 0 Box 45) 

c ity or town Oneonta state Alabaaa 35121 

1 1 . Please submit color slides of the property with this form. 

12. Please return ALABAMA REGISTER form to : 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
468 SOl.1TH PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130-0900 

, 



7..- Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_140~1499 

_1500-1599 
_ 1500-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 18DO-1899 
_1900-

Ar ••• of Slgni'icanc......ch.ck and jus tify b.low 
__ arc:heology· prehlslonc __ community planning __ landscape ilrchitecture __ religion 
_ _ archeology·historic __ con'.I"I.llon __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ lIteralur. _ sculpture 
..l archltectur. __ educaUon __ military __ 50elall 
_ art __ engin •• ring __ . music humanitarian 
_ commerce __ explOt.tlorl/settlament __ philosophy __ the.ter 
__ communications __ Industry __ politicS/government __ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dat.. 1851 - 1995 Builder/Architect ROBERT GRIFFIN CRTFFITB 

Statement 0' Significance (in one paragraph I 

Built in 1851 the Griffith house is the only an t ebellum house remaining in the old 

community known as Summi t and one of the few left in the county . The builder, 

Robert Griffin Griffith ' s (1801- 1854) ancestors were born in Wales England . He no 

doubt found the beautiful hill and valley country reminiscent of his homeland . The 

Griffith family have been prominent farmers and merchan t s owning and occupying the home 

since it ' s construction. Curr ent owners are Louise Griffith Waid and James Griffi t h . 

Mr s. Waid lives in t he house alone and having no heirs she is concerned what wil l 

become of the old home afte r s he is gone. 

-



Alabama Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 300900 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
July 24, 1995 

Contact: Susan Enzweiler 
(334) 242-3184 
FOR IKHEDIATE RELEASE 

Griffith Home Listed in Alabama Register 

The Griffith Home in Blount County, Alabama, has recently 

been added to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 

Built by Robert Griffith, it is the only antebellum home 

remaining in the community and one of the few left in the county. 

The structure is a two-story, frame "I" house depicting a folk 

style common to the antebellum period. It has rustic Federal 

and Greek Revival influences. The Griffith Home has been 

maintained close to its original condition by descendants of the 

Griffith family. 

The Alabama Register is a prestigious statewide listing of 

buildings, structures, objects, and districts that possess 

architectural and historical significance. It is administered by 

the Alabama Historical Commission, the official state agency 

responsible for helping Alabamians preserve their historic 

resources. 

I I I 
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