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Chunnenugee Ridge 

ALABAMA 
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Chunnenugee Public Gardens 
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17. OESSRIPTION 

o Co od o Fal, 
CONDITION 

(Choc k Ono' 

o Unolt. , ... 

(Ch."k Ono' 

o O.lo<lOt.'." 
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D I'C IU BII: TOi l!: P III II: ' .. NT "'''ID O R IG INA L ( II kn""'n' .. .. .. "t e ...... A"I>CARA"' CI 

, 

G'!Q Ruin_ o Un .. p ...... 

The Chunnenuggee Ridge Publ ic Garden consisted of a five acre 
tract of land located on the Peachburg Road across from the residence 
of Dr. N.B. Powell. The origina l layout of the rather elaborate garden 
;s not known, but it was enclosed with a post and plank fence, was well 
planted wi th shrubery and contained a latticed pavilli on. This 
pavillion was constructed in 1851, and had a central column encircled 
with seats . In addition there were arbors and a 'Lover's Knot' maze. 

The area is now planted with pecan trees but a small (90 foot by 
120 foot) plot has been made into a garden-. 
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INVENTORY · NOMINATIOH FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(S ign ificance Continued) 

.TAT. 

ALABAMA 
C:OUNTY 

Bu llock 
FOR NPS USE ONL Y 

I OATE 

A small sec ti on of the original gardens has been acquired by the 
Chunnenuggee Horticultural Societ~ which was organized in 1938 , and has 
been planted as a garden . 
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.1:"'00 (Clloek (.1".0' "' ...... "_Pt'.'.} 
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o 15110 C."" .. ., o 17,,, C."''''y e!J 19 ... C."'",y 

'.1[( I "" C 0" T lEiS' at APpll c abl. end Known) 
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Ab .... ig inol o e .. ..c .. ' . _ 0 P.l iliul D UrN" Plonning 

o P .. hill .... lc o e",'"o.rln, 0 R.II,ion/ Phi . D OtlM. (Spoc".,) 

o Hi.loric o 1 ...... It • ., 1010ph., 

129 A'ric .. I1 .... o Irowe"',o" o Sci.".:. 
o A,chi'.ct .... o L" .... HOp. 0 $.:"Ip"". o A., A,chl,oCI" •• o Soc, .. t/ Hum ..... o Co_o,,.. o LII ........ I'CI,;on 

o '_ ....... ieo'r ... ' o Mili .o" o T .... , •• 
o Con ••• ".'io" o MII.le o T N .. o"""oli." 

STATE", E",T 01" SlCON'I'",c;: ... ,..CE 

The Chunnenuggee Ridge Public Garden was Al abama ' s first public 
garden and was designed and developed by the first horticultural society 
in the state and one of the South's earlier botanical organizations. 

In the 1840's a number of planters with lands in the area 
surrounding Chunnenuggee Ri dge moved their homes to this higher l and, 
l eaving their plantations under the supervision of overseers . By the 
early 1850's, the community was well established and two colleges and 
several churches were built. 

On the evening of t1arch 6, 1847, a group of men and women met for 
the purpose of organizing a horticultural society with the intenti on of 
having monthly exhibits of flowers and, in season, fruits and vegetables . 

At the third meeting of the SOCiety in late March, it was 
that the society wou ld layout and build a public garden and a 

resolved 

committee was appointed to select and acquire a suitable site. As this 
same meeting A.J. Downing was elected an honorary member. 

later the SOCiety dec!ded to hold a publi c fair on the second of 
~1ay. The fair, which was very successful, became an annual event knOl'm 
as the Chunnenuggee May Fair and attracted crO~/ds from nearby cities. 

By November of 1847, the property committee had acquired by 'donation 
a tract of l and belonging to Dr. N.B. Powell with the stipulation that 
the property revert to him should it cease to be used as a public 
pleasure ground. 

The site was cleared and the garden laid out by the sl aves of the 
society members. A section of the garden was set aside for growing 
cotton and strawberries which were sold to defray the cost of prizes for 
the flower shows. 

Several buildings were constructed in the garden and the annua l 
fairs continued un til shortly before the Civil War. During the war the 
gardens fell to ruins and the property was acqUired in the 1920's by the 
present O\'n1er. 
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