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Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Street 

Montgomery. Alabama 36130 -1. No: 4. Preteot N,mehl 
Mt. Hilliard Me . Church ~ 
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2. County • 
Bullock 5. Ot~ Name") 

3. Location of Negln;"n 

6. Specific Location 16. Themetic Ce!egorv 27. No. of Stories 1 

" Society, Religion 28. BI5emanll Ye.O 
., 

Chunnennuggee Ridge Road 17. o.I'(S) or Period NOl£l • , 
15 m1. s.w. of Union Springs 1856 ~ 

29. Foyr'ldalion Materi.1 

7. City or Town If RUI1II . Township S. VicinitY 18. Style or Oe5lgn 
brick piers 

Union Springs Greek Revival (country) 30. Wall Construction 

8, Site Plan with North Arrow 19. ArchltlJCt or Eng1nlMlr 
mortise & tenon 

-.QjQ 13.;r..1lJ:!:. f' RD.._ I " 20. Contractor or Bulid.r 

31 . Roof Type &. Malerlel 
gable tin 

',. "0"' IV 
32. No, of Bay' ~ ; 21. Orlgin.1 UN. If apparent Front 2 Sid, 3 

church services • 
33. Wall Treatment • • 

F~1"1r ~ "" 
22. Pra~nt u~ weatherboard Ir- ;; 

church services 34. Plan Shape '.1' snappea . i 
C ~1\oII" .~ 23. Ownership Public£) 35. Change$ Additlon[l .-, 

~ -
9. Coordinate. Private 0 (Explein AlleredO 

24. Owner'. Neme & Add,.n, inNo.4tl M""'" 0 R 
L'I. Lol'g. If known Ala. West Florida Me. 36. Condition 
U.T.M. Raferenc. Conference Interior gQQd ? OJ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I P . O. Bos 700 . Andalusia , Al Exterior 2;Ccd 

ZOM E,.dng Nonhil'g 25. LOCIiII Cantlie! 37. Preservation Vt1~ T 
'0. Sit,O Structure 0 Montgomery . Al . 272-9677 Underw,y? NoKl 

Buildil'g Dc Object 0 Elizabeth G. Black 38. End,ngered? ve.O ~ 
11 . On N'lion,l V"O 12. On AI,. vuKl 236 Carol Villa Drive . By Wh,t1 No19 ~ Regiuer? NoD< Aegiu'r? NoD 26. Locetlon of Addltlonll 0", 

13. P,rt of Eltltb. VI. 0 14. Dlllrict V"O 39. VI.lble from Vt1~ ~ Hist.Olst.? NoD< Pottnt'l? No Kl INventory files (survey) Public Road? NoD 

15. Name of Eltabli.hld DI.trlct 40. Acreage, Lot Size 

~ ? 
yo 

41 . Further Descrip tion of ImpOrllilnt FtlIturl. The church has a por ch across the front 

~_/ 
~ 

with 4 square columns . The facade has two mai n entrys with no 0 
~ 

windows. At the rear and to either side a r e two classrooms (1953) • 
forming the T shape. These rooms were made from timber used to buil 

z 
~ 

the old Masonic Lodge which was in back of the church . The i nterior 

l/h010~ 
.. 
"-

has a central pulpit with 3 rows of pews. There is one chimney on 
the east side of the church and the six windows are tall and plain 
re.C'.tamwiar desian . 

42. Hiltory .nd Slliniflclilnc, 
Mt . Hilliard is one of the few rural churches s t ill standi ng and still act Ive 

since the 1850 ' s . It marks the spot of the great Revivals of that period . Named for 
Henry W. Hilliard . who opposed the firey secessioni sts during the decades before 1860 , it 
provided the foundation for the founding of Methodist Churches and Colleges io Texas in th 
"Rnn ' 

43. Description of Environmlilnt .nd Outbulldlnga In the cemetery are buried veterans of 5 wars from 18 12 to 
WWIl . 
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~ 

~ • 
~ 

44. Sources of Informetion 45. Prepared By 46. Phone K 
Survey files 

< 'f/~" /~? 
~" Staff Member 49. AIIYI.lon Oatal,1' 

, 0..(...(. r ~ """-- • .Q 
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lUter the :Iar Eet':ieen t;:e Stata3 , t:"'is rc .... :..on lJeca:.:l:; "':u _loc~: 

:!oun7.y . T"lle C::'urch is beautifull:,.- located ato- t:':e ili.<.lgc allG. nea.:- t:le 

hi;~~ st ~oint in t he co~~ty . Old- ti::Jers called. t i.li 3 s,:mt SacZ'ed Gr ound--

as indeed it is 

::t . Hill i ar.i Cilurch tas caen t~le nucleus of a cOJuuni ty a.'l'::: an inspira-

:i. .. n to cany -.:30 r-13 fo:, core t~a"l a :luncL.~c.:. years . It llaa 3arved con-

tinuously as s church since tr:a 9a.:1y 185:)1 s . .:iere ic U ::.3..:':)1e 0: how 

~rad.i tion i:a!.i it t~:a .. t:1e firct religious se!' ..... i..;.} ~·{c~'e held :mde::.' t.:o 

r::n • C;le early 1350 ' 3 at ahO'J.t t.:e 

Loase - Sc .. 0.)1 dUiluillb' . a.;:; .. :..tilt ::H:' t::a 

1 

.. ' y c. 

-- , ..... ·c.: . 
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coz:.nectad wi th Old Ht . n illiard and often ti:!es 1l.$:soc i ated w1th ':loth 

r:asonic Lodge a!ld f:t . iUlli:ll'd Church '.'terG B.:lll ; Stron; FOll&a ; ::ol .!.o'"I:J.Y j 

:'rundal.o.go ; j)i3ln:..a.!~c3; Jcynold.s ; Bic:o;c :.'otei' f ; fr 1 tC.le ... t ; ,2·ra.:J·.'fell ; ?aul.me!'" ; 

:arr:'3; .ie-.. towdr ; .. eCall ; Cayle::-; S1.,::,s; :.1:itcl1 ; Se .... lt.:.·.J ; CUlvc!'" ; .risweld; 

Gu t .~rie ; E.3.x':lell i 1:00:C3 j Rough ton;: Baka:p:. aud . o--ui.-e-P-S> .. 

011.1. r.t . Hl.llia_'cl Church \'las great in in!'luellce, and it sent fo rth devout 

;Ii l g ri f.1s to , l aces far an·;' near . One of t hose was J r . J . T. Griswold who 

carried Hethodisc. to the Texas Panhandl e in 1 91 . He ciescri".led his eXger-

i ances in his baa lt f ran Jugaut tQ Ste 9::Jle . I quote from his book to give 

in':or:ta t ion abo ut old Nt . Ei lli.:t:"d Chur ch. He lr.e ntio::1s a g r e at early "oaster 

of tl~,," pul.,!!." , :'1 . 3 . i'lao.ie , who ,'tas !Jas tor of ILt . Hilliar d :hurcil in the 

ea:ly 1G70 I G, and \"[~.o "las si:~ f .Jet tall a...,d ar:.oula:-, bu; O:J t:'.2 tiJl~ he ::ad 

0:: ,. ; ~.~ ., .. _ ...... 

J ,.".,1", - ----- ... 

,.I,·i~~r , <:!:!.so rCC~· ..... lI..J 1. ... is .., :I.: , t. 

S:f3 ~ ... J :.:tirc C01..lU:l.:.tyll in ~..;~O . 

ha'ie !'ef~r!"ed to t:Iis sr~3.t re .... ival. 

It :::··l!:l.ed1atzl y afi;.~r t:.i6 g r aeiou.:;; revival", :ir . J . Tilo::nas J ri ::nol.d records J 

""-'Ie or ,.;a:1iz3d a ioung men ' s7rayer gr:>u"') to :-leet eue:: Satura.:lY ni.;ht ..• It was 

ro_·C'rred to ').s th.:lt ,'/on ::iel'fu! youn,., m"3n l 3 ,9rayer .:aeting at k t . :iilliarc. • . • 

~:-. 3': organizatio n liv'oJ::! .ac·t2'n j'c rs, and fro::]. it!1 ::e!Jb~r"s~:l"O Ca.:le 3::':: 

-, .::: 

..; ..... 



side of the ccnsi::c!'y unu :>reached earl:,.· 3er::lOr:.s in ':;: . _~ __ liara GnurC!l . 

Their descendants U::lQ relatives :::;ttll c:ler1sh .. ~ . ::ill:::'arrJ Churca lJ.~d 

often retU!"n to ti.10 GJurce of t~.eir reliGious :-.a.'ib,g9 . 

:'he John EcCreles..i fu;:tily iG a:lot:u';L' fa;;111y ,';itil r'J'Jts in Lt . :Ulli:u-d 

,'rilo flaved to Tex:Jos and WilO have bee'l inGtru.;;tei1.t.:ll in foun:iing .. et:-Oodist 

C:,urc~;cs a:ld CalleJes or SC_'Jol.,j in :'e:<as and in o:;~'3: 'Cart~ of the (orld . 

L.::t..·W fa':lilies and i'::lJ.iv1dual.::; have .::L.ilar storie.3 to tell. .:t . Eilliard 

Churca haG been a source of ::ltre~1gt:: a'>!:i ins '9iration for those subGta!lt1al 

citizens who still 11"9 in tae i:u:1ediate vicinity and ':Ihose concern and. de-

votion a r e recognized by the \"Iell - ke'9t ap:pearallce of the old ci1urch ';lith 

its original -;Jews and furnishings . 

?he na:ne !,:t . Hilliard is o. historical sic:-!.1ficance iJ.G .... ell a,s religious 

i::l"'Oortance . :'he villa,:;e, th~ 01':1 ?ost Office , and ~he Church were !l:?;;l3d 

for ~:enry ',/ashi::1.gton i:illi.::.rd, "Oronlnent in .~.l ab3.J3. {.;.)li,,-,-cs , :l..'1d in, 'J~J. 

il~ th~ ::ation, for -:';/0 ~:~c<l .... e.;3 befo:::-t;- t ~e ',tar ::c,;,;·:e!. ':.~0'1 3t.:t~e3 . In ..1.345, 

only 3ac~c:ss!'ul '!:lig iJ.l 1: •• <3 st.l";;.c 0 .. 

P't~t'l Politic:; in Alflb"':-:!a , by Lero.:; !Jnr ',an . 

. ' S:......:.·/l:1 ... 

, accor ... i:J.'; to 

t:'<:le . .. .. , 1 . ' ,,- __ .. .loar .1 set 

trice in or oJr to e:{')la':'n his views co t!::.l -")-g 13. :la,_i,;-11 ..:.J1torJ called 

fo.:: fi..i.lia!!: LO',';;:des "snee:; to -~ _ '" 

"S..;111 ":ecl':nl~\g joint :;,sC'.l!JSiO.:3", acc(j~· J..;!lLo tJ Jor·.d.l: :111: ca' . .:.l fro.~ 

" 0;: ::. • A - ....... 
.'1 t:~ ~:in _'r1 .m:i:) , .. - . -.. x C i:C I 1;1 

0" .... iO.1;:.::; t " 7i _ _ 1y, 0" l - .- ::.c ~ .. - '. J. ~3 .. , •• - ...~ .. . . . , , 
~ 

t 1 " lC:'; • .li~ , .. 
~,lC 

,,: 
3t o. a ')u~ "ei, " .;.:i ~_ 1 en·' . '-.-..> ... •• . ., .. 

n 

,-



cooL :J.lldi _calculb.tin.g. Eilli ard ~ 

al.~ resi, en::; o~ th~ vi_l.::..;c of Lt . :iill:'::..r"':' , O:le of .... l<JLI ~ein .o • .rs . 

!::.'l~'rie~ G::-i.:::w:lla LO::lr.:!' , .Ii: ... loved .,.t: . Eilli.:lrd ~:1-: l!.v 1 "or n":'::trl./' on,.;: -

flun.:i::-<!:t ycal'3, told !'!1~ Jba.~J 0_' h:::l" i.:lI::i l y th.:lt .iauce~" .:Ln3.Jlf , foZ' ~l ri 

tim.! stay u in Lc li~t.l.; vilL.~ . ~u .. t .. '} C~:\.l:'·~_. 

snol:cn in t:t . nilliard ;ilurch , or at tois 51 te , d 1n '" t :l0Ge t wo decades be -

fore t:,e -:Iar 3et"fe3n th..; States -,'{hen feeling ran high and whzn he c.:l.'~l'Iassed 

the district and the state in or de r to express his poll tical a n d religiou s 

i:ieas . 

:'his writer ' s Cran:iiather , John Jepcna Grisw"L ... , bou~ht lan;:l at ht . f.illia:d 

IIle:Js C:~urch , liraveyard, ::asonic Lou:, LOC3 , anj t'~et!1odlGt P.:l1'SOna6e il accord-

in~ to an old hand':rictea c.; ed date ..... 1...';)0 . '::'i:e la.!.:l "las b~uS:"t f roa ':1 . V. 
(..11\(6"4 to ~t. 

Thoc;:>30!l and it W :J.df\ t~le original ;;illi a rd pl .:tntathL fro!.! .. , 
';JnJ.c~~ t ..... c .• J.rch 

3 . "Iri s':oL! , an'1 it r>;. .. ai:'.ei in t'l~ .ris',101J ::,. .. .:lJJil~. :'J_ .19_.:'_Y O:J.~ - 'l • .!'cd 

to' )~ <1_ 0.1(;: ":!.I!I.03 

hous~ 3,:1 j in nci,,;,hbo!:'itl u cm::::t:.lni:ic..i for core than ... id 1'.1c,ch 

as the fi r st prof.,).::;aor of 2lg1isil Lita.' .1.ture at t.l:) U_.iversity 0_ , .l:lO ,J.:::!a . 

I 

.. 1 to l.lu.h':": 

·jvoc h C:lilti. u ... co . . 
.1 

!l'J."l:!.c C 'l.ree!' . ,,'\':; 

..1 .. 0 ... u::;; h 

.- . - " , 

, .. ~l of 



eJ u!1d.er v!lf::l Cor.sci~utic!1 • 

. !iJn:>l'" a 

~'/as 10:,1:.).1 , "In, ... wilen Alaba'Jtl 3.:::edeJ. f:ror. the Union an:l joine':' che Conf;:d-

erate State., 0:' Arle::"ica , he orGa:lize..:l ~~111i:lrd ' s LegLm anJ. beca.ne an officer 

in t:.e Con federate Arr'flY . 

Henry ','1 . Rillio.rJ ','las a t e t!cher , lawyer , conO'ressman , orator , Unit ed 

Sto.tes t:inister to 3elsit!.:l , aegent of trie S'!lithso:1iun Institut e , :'linister 

to 3razil nfto:r t:19 ;jar Bet"'leen the Sta'tes ;{ce."e ho :lel"Jec .or-..,ard tae euanci -

pation of sla'/ery . :"ie was also a Di91o":!lat for tilL: Conl'e'.;.e:":lte S:ates of 

laY-_linis~er 

of t:.c !.ct:!.odl~t Churcn . 

It is fil:.ti.q; t.h'lt Et . ::U.liard -:.:urCh oe na.r.l_ .. 1)::' 5'.lC.l ~ f1"'!:': , fo::' it 

!1';:1 0.:.. 

carly s;)r::lon3 in l·.t. "::1 -:"1:!..1:"d C,:urc.:. . .30 .. 1e 0: ;;l1e.;e ,:", ~.""'~; l:.c:ude .... ic:-:orstaft , 

S~0nC~r j Fic~card; :' . S . :farriGj Gf:>!'al 

.~t t ,19 L.:!c (.:.97·C> ::!e::-e are t:lrce 

a:"e S) 1.r3 of _0.3 old an.J 1. ~ 1ec , 'the 

1.l.!ilJ" 

1 .uve 

i::J..C,C ~. Li. 'o .. '-.:ant c')n ,,!'i ba tir)l1 co S'IC ~';..y m , ) l·t! ·3 t5 --' in::; .. '"" .. ; " ~._.;; :'0:'::.1 

• t. ·,1 11 rei J . ;'.i.~c:: • :=',.1.3 ' . a:c o£! 1:, t ," '. •• _1 ~.r"'i _·~co...>. i .. .Jr _J . --
it~ 1. . .. ~ C J.' .~ .;,}:u::io:: t:-.e c 0" 1" .... ) 1 :U loc'~ G,'" t • 

.,. 



Ot;!~r churc~>;a in tiis are3. of ..ouIlo'::': CC'.l:lty t:~ ..... t 1u.:. ... \': .10' b ~eil ..lIt 

~'1hit~ :?~oole and their na.'"les WO::'<1 on t.:13" churc~'1 roilils . I .anve .;iven proof of 

thi s by including the Chur ca Recor ds sucn as that of Old Union . Special pews 

at Lt . rtilliard were reserved for black I:le~oers . 

Afner the '.'/ar neb'/een the States , the black peopl e .lesired to have t heor own 

churches and ministers . Tae wnite ci t izens helped tae black pea 'O l e build their 

c!:U!"ches . One such church '.'filich still stands ant.: holds regui:.ar service3 is at 

Pleasant Gro ve a fe'li ailes 50util of !ii&h :.:?:idge . !:y Granl.Oi'acller , Phillip 

Pritc::ett , a!lJ. Unc l e 3ur l llras','lell helpeci th~ peo'Olo ~'l':'l::;, this churcil .:.nd 

~ncouragcd then .in the l-iet:,1odist doc trines . 

lo:;ate.: 0::1 ·~:1'" ro.3.d. "unJer th:J bluff ll , tiicifl::iaj' 82 . rhis C .ure: ','(.3,8 encoura.;ed 

Lula P::-itehott '3ris\"101d , WQulJ ::'ake :no witl~ h3.!" to ch.;ctr. on tha burial plac~3 

0": m.J::lo::rs of ou::- fa.r:ily , anci. we al:lays visited. t!ld grave of baloved .tunt Patsy 

\,/::10 ;'IdS so L1po;.'ta.'l t in my Hother ' s nup"?y child.':.oo~ . AU:1t Patsy is ".lU::-i.al in 

t!l') EcGar:z el Gene :ar:y . 

A os1o'le...;. a:::l respected '".J l ack '."Iotlan of ti.le pre3ent time an,J. mo last 

',fr:)a::: , 1::/15 , \'ras AU!'lt Zengaa str o:u <1.1"" sile is blCi ed a~ Et . Car:J~ l. S.:~ ',fa.;:; 

devo'lCly religicu3 and rca.red a 103.1'o e .:'a..1ily of 15 c:~iL.r3~1 '.'1:.0 arz ';ery suu-

s'::.mti:ll blac,: :::itize.1S . 

,I':'n . " . ,er .3Qil , 3:1 '_':;Ian, s:::tlJd r:ty life 'an a':lay • 

:;,:, ,.:"".r:i:; iLl._lli6..:i , t;,~ Jill ?ri:;c:, ;:.t ;~il ... ·, I.e Cl.J"t.,) , 3..~'! ~~:l'-1::'1.,. ')1 ~.m:.la1 
S-i:.UC,:y .. 

a. ..... 0,).1 sto~ j in front 0" O".:r ::0'.,.Je 
, .... . 



an' on~ 0:: t .. ; ·~O blo.c:': chrieti:.l..ld of t.:.:! CO!l.It;.U.lt C.J..:lJ to t .. .:: iro .. t. 

103~ 

c.:ic:-::ea ~mJ '1:.1.·ve101.1.J ca.:e 0:- all .tlno.3 . S::t: r.:'ase!1tc')' _: __ :::1 to ::ly ::!ot:1Cr ','lito 

t'.6.Je !or da , TI.·j.ss LuI:.:. , you .3...1'1 ... l·:t- . ~d.:1 i.l:J.ve ;':'ee~1 go-:)":' ';0 U3 a!ll you .• :;./8 

brou;ht us foorl ::rom your c~:u:,c:" -_i::ln"':!"S , 50 we ;'/ t you to ~lavc t:"JSS t1ft'O 

,?lutcs f ro.-n our churcn 1 6 Quarterly !,:eetillb t II 

I s ay these are God ' s princ i ples at work , anJ thiG is o.n eX.:L"l ;. l e of the 

influI}Ilces of t he small but great country churche3 in tiis sr.:all :9art of 

our bi.; and beauti fu l world ! 
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