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By Miss laura Pickett 

Uni on Church 

High Ridge - Bullock Coun~ 

The first r e cord of Union Church begins - "A Journal of the Clrurch 

at Union ~et1ng House Ala. n 

Constituted with six member s the 18th of April, 1835 by Elders 

John Barnett ani Peter Hughs. Presbytary on the Principles of the 

Regular Baptist Faith & Order. 

The first six persona to organized the church vere: 

Brothers viz,... Sister s viz-

Frederick Pickett Elizabeth Tilory 
Alfred Tilory Sarah Hi tchell 
James Murry 
Anderson Medlock 

Elder Peter Hughs wss elected as the first Minister - Frederick 

Pickett was the firs t Deacon -*. 
From 1835 until today, the Pickett family has been a mainstay of 

the church. Deacon Frederick Pickett led church councils for many 

years. Today, 1961 Miss laure Pickett, his gram daughter Is the sale 

remaining member of Union Church. Miss laura I s guard i an of all church 

records. She lives with her sister, Miss }lary Pickett, in High Ridge -

add r ess Fitzpatrick . (Because of the close connection of the Pickett 

family to Union Church , it s~ems veIl to pause to r eview the early Pickett 

family History - See on another sheet. ) 

Frederick Pickett came to Pike County, now Bullock (a portion of 

Pike County) from Dublin County, N, C. in 1832-33 . Joined Union Church by 

letter trom Baptist Church of Christ , J.5eadow Meeting House , Dublin Co . , N, C, 

Di ed April 13th, 1866 . 
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other early members of Union ChW'ch are recorded below: 

Hugh F. Pickett, ordained 88 Baptist preacher Oct. 1858 am 

unanimously chosen pastor of Union ChW'ch 1859 - resigned 1661 to enter 

Confederate Army and died in service 1-8y 17th, 1862. 

Andrew Jackson Pickett, son of Frederick Pickett, joined Union 

Church Sept. 4th, 1863 and was a member until his death Aug . 25th, 1911, 

serving for many years as Deacon or Clerk . 

Alfred & Elizabeth Tilory by letter from Baptist Church of Christ 

Fellowship of Pike County, Ala. Dismissed from Union Church by letter 1837. 

James Murry by letter from Baptist Church of Christ, ¥.eadow Meeting 

House , Dublin, N. C. Dismissed by letter July, 1840. 

Anderson Medlock from Pike County, Ala. - Mount Zenie {?). 

Sarah Mitchell by letter from FeUO\oI'ship Church, Pike County, Ala . 

James and Mary Andrews by letter from MOOdy Creek ChW'ch, Dublin, 

N. C. (County). 

Jo1a.ry Stubbs by letter from church called Salem, in Harlborougb 

District of South Carolina. 

After elder Hughs some of the members were: 

R. Toler 
Z. Nix 
II. C. Bays 
W, J. Pouncey 

R, F. Miss1edine 
M. V. Gibson 
James A. Mills 
J. "'. Mcleod 

The last minister was Henry Dean. 

In 1902 after much 'di5cussion on Predestination and Associat ions, 

17 members witlxlrew from Union Church to form Concord Church at China 

Grove, Ala . (about five Diles from Union ChW'ch) 
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J.'.embership count for Union Church was: 

1857 33 member . 
1896 71 member. 
1~4 46 members 
1921 7 member s 
1961 1 member 

The last meeting held at t he Union Church \l8S 1925 . 

Church property consisted of five acres, more or less. Was 

purchased trom J . H. Cr owder , the deeds show this purchase to be true, for 

Fifteen ($15. 00) dollars in 1891 . Mr . Cr owder had previousls" acquired thi. 

lam f rom Je.mes H. Hughes or Hughs . 

The first church V8S of logs . This building, as veIl as the 

second, \las on the same . side of road 8S the cemetery. Todays building is 

across the road from the cemetery . 

Tbe building Committee for the thil'd building (standing t oday) 

was composed of H. J . Matthews , Fred Burk, W. W. Costen ani Aodrev J . 

Pickett - date 1889. 

This tbil'd building stand. today , kept in ~ condition an:! 

repair by descements of member s of Union Chl.trch . 

I t 1s surro'l.1n1ed by pines am nearby is the old spring , so 

necessary in days of early settlement. 

The church cemetery 1s very large, with many graves . This 

suggests that it was used as ,8 community cemetery. Many have been 
. 

burr1ed there who were not members of Union Church (which lnclu:1ee r:Jy' 

grandfathe r am. grandmother and children. Hr. and l-lrs . Coos . Eaker Collins . 

They l i ved near Union Church and this church vas convenient to them) 
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The Alabama Historical · many old homes in the· leal landmttb. ... 'I1lese se-
Commissioo has' added Old COWlty. lecled Alabama [andmarts 
lI"mon Church tolhe AlablJM. ..• _A1tQougll.many other.smaU 1-a.r:e _~Qr;bI4o( bot~reoliD~ 
Register of Landmarks and. citio have sbown great Uon and resloration. The 
Ht'ritage. the. UniOD Sprinp ' lnter'tSt. in 1.istin8' their aid Alabama. HislOrical Com.mi!.-
Herald was informed today. landmarks with the ifu.. sion appreciates your mtet!5t 

W. Warner r'!oyd, Execu4 torieal Commission and in in Alabama's historic preser4 
Uve DireclOr 0( Alabama preservmg them for tourist vatioll program. 
Historical Commission in4 and future geMratioas. little Since!'!!ly. 
r(lnned Mn. R.T. Burks. intereSt bas been shown by W. Warner Floyd 
Sec retary of Old Union people in Bullock COlua},: 1 
Homecorrung Congregation, The letter to Mn. Burks 
who live in Troy, Ala., that from W Warner Floyd 0( the I 

the old church hid heeD Alabama Historical Comfnis.. 
added to the Alabama SUln follows: 
RegISter of old iaodmarlts. M~. R. T. Burks. Secretary 

Copies 0( the let~r to Mn. Old Union 
Burks Wen! also sent to The Homecoming Congregation 
Herald and to AUy. L.ou~ 600 Elm Street 
Rutland • • \lrs. Cecil McCall Troy, Alabama 36081 
and to the Hon. R.J. Green. 

There bas been much 
int.et'el t generated oy memo 
cers of the Old Union 
Eomecorrung Con~~aIJOIl in 
prMervlng the old chcn:h lor 
h:stoncaJ reasons . Other 
r..;stonai lalKimarlts which 
should be prHet"">'ed in .roe 
0: \.Jn tv are the old Chunn4 

t':":1.I!(&ef Garder:s on the 
p ... Jchcul'1 road. the old 

;illock County Jail and 

Dea r Mrs. Burks : 
The Alabama Historical 

CommIssion 15 pleased to 
Inform' you ll>..at the Old 
Unton Chu rch bas been
favorably ~vlewed and 
added to the Alabama f 

Register of Landmarks and 
Heritage on August it !9'i5. 
The Alabama RegISter is a 
presl.lglous listtng of rustonc, 
arcmtec!ural and arc:t'...aet)I~. 


