
Alabama Register 
Property Information 

1. Name 

histone Sardis Bantist Chur ch 

and/or common Sardis Baptist Church 

2. Location 

"ECEIVED 

Five miles fr9m Union Springs, Alabama on Alabama 2235, in the 
street & numo., Sardis Communl ty. 

SEt" Sec . 20. To\msh~p 13, Range 23 , Cabauba Land Dist , State 
citv. town of Juabama and VICtn'rv of 

Sm of the SE'i!' ; SE'i!' of the SEt o f Sec . ZO , Township 13 , Range 
state 23 ecuntv Bullock County 

3. Classification 
Cat ... " OWfMf"SniD 
_ I2lstnet _ PUOIIC: 

~ bulldi"~. ' ..L ;::nvare 
_ structUre _ botn 
_ 5118 Public ACQuisition 
_ ob,ect _ :n crocess 

_ =el"9 consloereo 

Status 
_ oecile/aa 
_ u nOCCUQlea 

..1L. war. Tn 0(09"'. 
Acee.s.b'. 
_ yes : reStnc:ec 
_ yes : unrll,tnctea 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

Pre...,t u •• 
_agncunure 
_comm~I.1 

_ eouatlons, 
_ emena/n",."' 
_government 
_ inaustnal 
_militarv 

Sardis Baptist Chur ch 
Sardi s Baptist Church Building Fund Committee 

strHt & numDar 

citv. tDwn 

c /o Mrs . Pauline Cook Banks , Treasurer 
Rt . 3 , Box 201 
Union Springs , Alabama 36089 

VIClnltv aT 

5 Please use s pace below to sketch • floor plan/Site plan • 

_muuum 
_pane 

_religious 
_SCJermtic 
_ t~nsoartatJon 

_omer: 

J;::t., . &>...z;::v 

~ ! t 
• 



6. Description 

c ..... u_ 
_ •• cetlent 
.1L good _'al. 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ...1L Unilitered 

Ch--=. one 
L originl. lit. 
_ m.... .. •• __ J.,.u,,1 .. y"---'2<o3 ....... ~1:.92..9",1,,--_ _ Nins _ Itteted 

_uneJ:posed 

The building is one- storied, Greek Revival , thr ee to five feet above 
ground , brick pillars on rock and/or cement , mortise and tenon frame , 
wood plank wall . 

Po rch : There is one porch , cover ed by the extension of the main roo& 
and 6uyported by f our columns . There are two pilasters . 

Roof : The roof i s tin gable with ful l entablature . 

Porch : There is one uo rch . There are t wo double , two-panel doors opening 
from the po rch . The two back doors .were closed outsi de because of 
vandalism but inside the building , they appear to be usable . 

·,'!indows : There are eight 18- panel windovls , most with original glass . 
'l'he windows have the original shutters . 

Walls and 
Ceiling : 
rails; the 

The ceiling is wide plank; the 
floor is wood plank _ 

walls are , l aster \'lith chair-

Hard\"/are : Some door knobs and original hinges are missinb ' 

Repai rs: Follol'/ing vandalism during the 1930 I s , a fer: concerned citizens 
of the community formed a coomittee to save t he church . The response 
from many in Alabama , Georgia and Ken tucky, t o the efforts of the 
committee enabled the co:.unittee to begin restoration . The following 
re? airs have been nade since August o f 1989 : 

Exterior : 

Rotten sills removed and replaced . 
Back doors secur ed . 
fi ve pillars rebuil t wi th proper cernen t footings . 
Rotted porch planks replaced. 
Loose roof and rafters fastened . 
Columns jac1:ted up and new decking pl aced underneath •. 
Trim , flashinG , freize , so f fi t were repaired. . 
rlindovl panes r eplaced . Shutters re!)aire rl an : rehun g . 
Exterior of building pain t ed. 
Grounds cleaned and landscaped . 

Interior : 

Rotten floor±n9.repl.::.ced·. 
Loose-ceiling ooards secured . 



7. Significance 

-... 
_ pNnlatorie 
_1400-1419 
_15OD-1599 
_t~l'H 

_1700-1199 
L.. l~1'Sl9 
L llO~ 

Are •• of Slgnificanc.....check ..... J"atity beto. 
_ .,cJlItOk)gy~m.tonc: _ community ptanning _ landacape architectwe..:L.- reUgian 
_ srchecMogy-hiatoric _ conservation _ la. _ ........ 
_ agriculture _ economics _ IIt.,.tur. _ sculpture 
..x..... architecture _ .ctuCiluon _ mlltt.ry .L socIaU 
_ art _ engineering L music humanit8ri11n 
_ commerce _ txplOl'lltiorulenlement _ philosophy __ 
_ communlc.tions _ induatry _ politicS/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specjl'y) 

Sp.ciflc d.... Cir ca 1841 Unknown 

The Sardis Baptist Chur ch is significant in historical hlabar.1a because 
of i t s de f i nite Greek Revival architecture '.'/h i eh has not been alter ed in 
its 150 years of existance . The church is inactive a t this t imebecause 
of its condition , but it has been active i n co~munity religious , social , 
and musical life . 

As i rldicated by a st~teyTide survey by th e Al abama Historical Co:!mission J 

t he Sardis Bap tist Church is one o f t he oldest Ba';)ti s t church buildings 
st':'l l standing anywhere in Ala ; aca. In a letter dat ed Februar y '; , 198)' , 
from Robert Gacble , Architectural ]ist oriEUl of t he Al aoruila Historical 
CooilmissioD , to Dr . ~'Iayn e Flynt , llr . Gamble s t a tes " ... Of t h e ore- l a6 5 
churches \'Ie have i dentified in our recent s t atoY.'ide invento ry· of ea r l y 
houses o f \'Io rshi ~) , \'Ie regard the Sardis Church as one o f the most i m"Jo rtant 
and_also one of the cost i mmediately endanbered due t o ne~lect and aban
donmen t . II In a letter dated October 13, 19n8 , t o Pauline C. Banks , Hr . 
Ga'1lble sta tes IISardic , after all , is one of t he oldest Ba,tist church 
buildine still standing anyrlhere in Alabama - - a s a recent stater!ide 
survey by t his office ho.s deteri:1ined . " In a letter dated J.iarch 10 , 1959 
from Hr . Gambl e to .uentin Po r ch , Z':r . Ga'D.ble stat es II •• • the Good Hope Church 
(1858 )at Uchee in Russell County; and the Sardis Chu~ch (circa 1858 [ 8411 
near Union Springs in Bullock County . Both are exceptionally fine exampl es 
o f rural antebellum cnurch architectu r e f ollowing the Gr eek Revival style " 

The folloto/in g is a di r ect quota tion f r om Historic As se t s , Bullock 
Coumty , Alabama , from an articl e written by Hobson Roughton , Bullock 
County historian ; " The Sar di s oaptist ChUrch r/as organi z ed in 1837 . Although 
early chur ch rec or ds have been lost , it is bel ieved tha t the church Vias con
structed in 1841 . Nacon County Courtbouse r e cords indica te that in that 
year , John 11 . Dozier and his \'!ife deeded the Sardis Church four an d one hal f 
acres of l and for the church and ceme tery . The negotiations b ec~e final 
'"lith the payment of ~6 . 62 being made to the Dozier r"",Uy . In 1860 , an 
addi tional two thirds a cre \'las de ede d t o the Sa r dis Bapti s t Church for 
additional graveyard space . The deed VIas sign e d by J. H. Cr a\"/l ey and \O/ife , 
Lucinda , and \'Jill iam A. Hartin and r!ife , Nancy . The fratle struc ture 
exemplifies a rural carpenter ' s version of GreekRevi vc.l a rc hitecture . Four 
Columns sup ~ort a ful l en t~blature and l or! pitched gabl e r oo f. The tV/O 
"1rimary entrances consis t of .,aneled double door s , t riomed \':1. th unadorned 

Iilol ding . A series of f our shuttered rlindows aI'-? found on either side o~ 
the buildint; . 'I 

The church rlC;U:; t he focal L!oint of rur Dl l ife : f th e neriod . The 
families nho settled tr..e Sar di s community and established- the church Ylere 
frO::l Ed .t::'efield District Of, south tCarolin n. o.nd \'!ere 'Drominent in cOi'1munity 
and co unty growtn and deve_ yonnen • ~ 

( Con tinued on insert) 



8. Major Bibliographical References 
1. 

9. Geographical Data 
Acra~. at nomme. prooeny _~5,--,1"(C.l6,--,a .. c",r"e""s_ 
Cuac:lrang" name 

V.ro •• bo ...... ry d •• crlption ana ju.tiflcation 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/litle Pauline Cook Banks , Treasurer 
?und Conmi ttee 

organlzal10n Sardis Ban tist Church Buildingj dale Jul v 23 . 1991 

SUH." numaer Rt. 3 , Box 201 ,,'.onon. (205) 738- 2456 

Cltv or town Union Springs , state Alabama 36089 

1 1 Please 8ubai t color slides of the property with this for. • • 
Enclose d : l; color slides 

3 color photographs 
Artic l e , The Cl ay ton Record 
Article , Historic Assets , Bullock Co . 
2 letters , lla bama Rl.storl.caI COmmITsion 

12. Please return ALABAMA REGISTER form. to: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
AlABAHA HISTORICAL COHKISSION 
725 MORROe STREET 
HONTGOMERT ALABAMA 36130 



(Signi f icance conti nued) 

fu ture pl ans are t o complete. the renovation of the church 
building and to use it as a place of worship , f or ,'/eddings , 
funerals , community acti vi ties such as musicals , art shows , and 
reunions . 

It is anticipated that a trust \'lill be establish ed to 
maintain the building and gr ounds . 

The greatest threat to the buildin g is vandalism of the 
building and abuse of the grounds . 



DATE/PERIOD 

1841 

STYLE 

Greek Revival 

LOCATION 

Sardis 

The Sardis Baptist Church was organized in 1837. Although early 
church records have been destroyed by fire, it is bel i eved that the 
church was constructed in 1841. Macon County Courthouse records in
dicate that in that year, John H. Dozier and his wife deeded the Sardis 
Church four and one half acres of land for the church and cemetery . 
The negotiation became final with the payment of $6.62 being made to 
the Dozier family. 

The frame structl're exemplifies a rural carpenter's version of 
Greek Revival architecture. Four columns support a full entablature 
and low pitched ga ble roof. The two primary entrances consist 
of paneled double doors, trimmed with unadorned molding . A ser ies 
of four shuttered windows are found on either side of the building. 

As membership began to decline in l ater years, Methodist ministers 
of Union Springs would often travel to Sardis to conduct Sunday after
noon services. However, worship services have not been held in the 
Sardis Church in a nu~ber of years . 

139 


