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STATE OF ALABA}~ 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 HONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 3610~ 

PHONE : 832-6621 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE NOHINATI ON FORM 

COUNTY ____ B~'~'~t~le~rL_ ________________________ _ 

PRESENT NAME F irst pre sbyterian Church HISTORIC NAME Hopewell presbyterian Church 

LOCATION (St r eet and number) 215 East Commerce Street 

TOWN (Give directions if rural) ~Grr£.£.nn~vLiLI~le~.~A~lua~btiam~a~3~6~0~3~7 ______________________________ __ 

PRESENT USE House of Wor s hi p HISTORIC USE Hou se of Worship 

OWNERSHIP: Public ( ) Private ( X) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

OWNER ' S NAME ________ ~F~i Lr=s~t_PLrLo~s~b~yLt~o~r~i~a~n~C~h~u~r~c~h"-____________________________ _ 

MA ILl NG ADD RES S __ ~2=_1'_'5'__"E'"'a"'s_'t~C"'o"'rMl=."_r_"c_"o_S"_t_"r'_'o'_'.'_'t~-~M"_a"_i'_'l~----"4,,0-'-9 --,O",a",k,--,S"t,-r ,,-o o"-t-'---____ _ 

Greenvi lie, Alabama 36037 

CONDITION : Excellent ( X¥ Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

INTEGRITY : Original site ( X ) Moved ( ) ~~en? ____________________________________ __ 

From where? _________________________________ Give detail s in s i gnificance 

THREATS : No ( X ) Yes ( ) By what? 

RESTORATION {.jORK : Being consi der ed ( ) Unde rway ( ) Completed ( X) Not planned ( 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT : Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Sca ttered buildings ( ) 

Highway building density ( ) Commercial ( x ) Industrial ( ) 

Residen tial ( x ) Rural ( ) 

If there are numerous buildings in the a r ea, could this s tructure be part of a 
Historic District? Yes , several old homes near by. Catholic Church in next 

block. 
SIGNIFICANCE : Why is this important ( x ) associa t ed wi th events, persons, or movements 

Local ( ) State ( ) National ( ) 
( x ) a good example of a type or style of structure 

. ,,- ( x ) other Original bui Iding that burned on this 

• I 

site used as dead-house for Fede r a l sold iers 
Explain: during occupation of Greenvi I Ie. 

Site of fir st church i n Greenvi I Ie, Hopewell Pres . Church, later First Presbyter ia n. 
This church burned in 1883 and was replaced by present church in 1886 . A lovely 
brt~k church, mel lowed with age, and comp lete ly restored in 1969 • 



!. ,. 

:'::\I~·I .. ·.\\ .. ·!:: \l .. 'n tinll l':d) 
Officially dedicated 

:'.I~,· .'i l~'n~t rll .:ti<')n 1886 Date of additions Sunday School plant - 1945 

.\:'.-:: i t i', t ~'r Bu ilder ___ "U-"n"'k"n"'o"w"n ___________________________ _ 

.:1\'i' .1 ~· .. 'm?lc:t'" but concise history of the structure . 
Th is lovely old brick church was dedicated on October 20, 1886. The original wooden 
frame church had burned in 1883. (October 16, 1883) . This church is a true example 
of a church of that period with a steeple on the right narthex. The original bel I, 
purchased In 1869 is sti I I used every Sunday . 
In 1820, when Al abama was a year old, Greenvi lie was incorporated as a town . It was 
that sa.e year that 7 persons received the sacrament of Holy Communion from Rev. 
Thomas Ale xander and were organized as a congr~ationof the Pre s . Church in the U.S. 
It Isthe oldest organized church in Greenvi lie. In 1821 the first Pre sbyte ry in 
Alabama was held and Greenville was li sted as one of thefour churches of the presbytery . 
In 1825, under Rev. Geo. McWhorter, acco rd ing to record s, the Church he ld monthly 
meeti n§i. 
During the Civi I War when Federal troops occupied Gr eenvi lie, the original frame 
sanctuar y was used as a dead- house. Many of the sons of its congregation defended 
the South. 
St ate sources of infor!:lation for the above : 
Record of minutes of meetings of Session of Hopewel I pre sbyte rian Church, later First 
presbyter ian Church. 
Article s from Greenvil Ie Ad vocate. 
Booklet of the 12Bth Anniversary of The First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, Ala. 

DESCRIPTION 
(Fo r bridges, trestles , Viaducts , tunnels, canals, railroad lines, or oujects see supplement 
:onn 1) 

:1ake a sketch of the floor plan of the building, showing dimensions . related s tructures , 
and north arro .... ' . Also indicate front of structure . 

Floor Plan of Bui Iding attached . 

, 
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DESCRIPTION (Cont i nued) 
Not no w in us e. 

Numb e r o f s t ories _____ O~n~. ________ Founda t ion Basement X 
--------------- A.-t'--o""n"".--tr '''m",>,s''S;-,r'7of1ormm'.-

HALL MATERIAL: (Note c ha nges from one floo r or wing t o ano the r ) 
(c lapboard , br i ck , s tone , wood shingl e , board and batt on , s t ucco over wand 
or brick, meta l , l ogs ) PLEASE NOTE TYPE OF BR I CK BOND ING AND LOG NOTCHI~r, . 

Brick ou t tde. Ins ide wains coting and plas ter. 

STRUCTURAL SYSTEH ( If known) Wood frame ( ) Load-bear i ng mason r y ( ) I ron or s t eel ( ) 

ROOF TYPE : (Gable , Gambrel , Mansard, Flat , Hi pped , Combina t ion ) 

Gothi6 s tructure 

ROOF COVERI NG : \.j'ood s hingle ( ) As phalt ( x ) Tile ( ) Meta l ( ) 

ROOF TRI M: (If any) 
Steeple with original bell e xtending above right 

narthex . 

CHIMNEYS : (Number, location . and material) 
None 

PORCHES Front Type 

Rear Type 

Side 2 Type -.E.ntJ osed 

DOORS : Desc r ibe entrance doo rS . Couble doors - s i x 

porti co 

panelled - p i ne 

Descr l be o ther doors . En t rance from narthex to church. Double door s 
pine. Single s i x panel door s to pas tort s s t udy and Sunday School. 

Sl ate ( ) 

s i x pa nelled 

WINDOWS : Typps and number of each floor Nine s tained glass windows - si x pa nel s to 
widow. Se ven wi ndows in santuary , one in each nerthex . 

INTERIOR: Describe manLels . s t airways , wainsco ting . plasten,'ork and any unusual f~atlLr~.:-'. 

Church interior ha s wln seoting 4 0" high with plas tered wall s a bo ve. Roof wa s 
rai s ed in 196B to make beamed ceiling - s i x beams . Orig i nal be ll in s teeple. 
It is thought pews are origina l one s , too. 



DE5LRIPTIO~ (Continued) 

f,,1THER: CSc: this space to desc r ibe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
features of the structu r e and its sur r oundings . 

In 1969 Sanctuary was renovated. No real structural change s were made, 
however . ee i l ing was r a i sed in nave and new pulpit for peaching of the 
Word was constructed . 

In 1945 an addition torear of Church in form of Sunday Schoo l annex was 
bull t , 

*A MAP WITH THE STRUCTURE MARKED AND PHOTOGRAP HS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM . * 

Map, A U. S. Geological Sur vey Map is preferred , but if you are unable to obtain one 
a county highway map may be used . 

Photographs : Must be black 
Mr s . R. M. watts 

and white, glossy finish and either 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 . 

PREPARED BY M-"r" s",,-,-p.;,-'.OA.o' -'G=.�c.;e"n:;.n'-______ DATE 8-26- 76 

ADDRESS _-"4"'0.!.9-'0"'aeck'-"S-"tr"e"e:.:t'-______ PHONE _..:3:.:8:.::2_-5:.05= 3c..::.0:..r ..:3:.:8:.::2_-5:.:..1 0:.:0 _______ _ 

TOWN ____ G~r~e~e~n~v~i~le=.,LCA~l a"b"a:;.m~ac_ _______ ORGANIZATION _______________________ _ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

Ma P Ref erene e : Ma p __________________________________ Site numbe r ____________________ _ 

Thematic Category ____________________________________________________________________ ___ 

Added to ALABAMA REGISTER _____________________________ ___ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potential 

U T M 

Latitude Longitude 




