
Alabama Register 
Property Information 

1. Name 

hlstonc Mount Zion School 

and:or common Mount Zion Community Center 

2. Location 

street & numoer Mount Zion Road 

RECEIVED 
NOV 7 1994 

Ala. Historica l CommiJ$ion 

fbl../ecl -J-o'l-<!--9S-

Clty.lown ..L VICIMV 01 Greenv ill e 

stale 
Alabama 

3. Classification 
C.a te9 0 ry 
_dlstnct 
L. bUlld ing(5J 
__ SlruClure 
__ stte 

__ c ojeet 

Own.rsnio 
~j)UOIIC 
_;nvate 
__ ~otn 

Publi c ACQuisi ti on 
_ :n oroces! 
_ :eJng c:onSloerl!O 

counrv 

Status 
_ OCCUO l80 

_ unoccucliea 
_ 'NOrK In oroqr~ss 
Accessible 
..L yes : re5lt1c:eo 
_ yes : unresmc!ea 

no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Butler Co unty Commissioner's Court 

street & numoer Court Square 

crrv. town Greenville _ viemllv ot 

Butler 

Pr ••• nt Us. 
__ agriculture 
_ commerCIal 
2.... educational 
~ enlen;lIn menl 
__ government 
__ industrIal 

mllitarv 

_museum 
_ pane 
_ pm.le residence 
_ _ relig ious 
__ sCIentific 
_ _ transoonation 

other: 

state Al abama 36037 

!S. Please use space below to sketch floor plan/site plan. 
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6. Description 

Condition 
_excel~t 

_ good 

~ talr 

Check on. 
_ delenoraled _ unallered 
_ ruins .L.. altered 
_unexposed 

Cheek on_ --=- orig inal s ile 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

D •• eribe the pr •• _nt and original (II known I physical appearance 

... 
1$ 

The Mount Zion School is a one story structure located on a 
two acre lot. It was built on a conventional foundation about 
three feet above ground level. It is a wood framed structure with 
painted weatherboard on the exterior. There is a single ridge , 
h' f'P'-J roof with asphalt shingles . 

It was originally a two room school. The wall dividing the rooms 
was removed. A stage on the east end of the east room was also 
removed . There are cloak rooms on each end of the building. The 
original building had no restrooms. Some of the origina l chalkboards 
are on the -walls. The building originally had six windows on the 
front and twelve windows on the back wall. The flooring is pine. 
The walls and ceiling are painted pine. The building was heated 
by a pot-bellied stove which was located between the two rooms. 



-.-=~~--------------------------------7. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140~14S1t 

_1500-1599 
_ 1$00-1899 
_1700-1799 
_18OG-18M 
.£... 1900-

Ar ••• 0' Significance-Checlt and justify below 
_ archeOlogy-prehistoric _ community ptanning _ landscape archlteclure _ religion 
_ .rch.ology-hlsloric _ conservlllion _ low __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
_ .rchltecture ....t::::.. educaUon _ military ~ soclaU 
_ ort _ engineering _ music humanlt.rian 
_ commerce _ explofatioOisenlement _ philosophy _ th •• t.r 
_ communicat ions _Industry _ politlcSfgovernment _ transportetlon 

_ Invention L other (specify) 

e. 113 4 rchitecl R l l 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Mt. Zion School building was built to provide a site to 
educate Black children who lived the the easter n part of Butler County . 
Alabama. This building is an example of the public school facilities 
offered to Blacks in rural areas prior to the racial integration of 
schools in Alabama . The building has served as ~ center for social 
activities for the. community as well as an educational center. 
Preservation of this building will serve as an example of a typical 
rural, Black school ·in the segregated South of the 20th century. 

In 1926 2 acres of land in the SW! of the SW! of the NEI of 
Section 3 , Township 9N., Range 15E. of Butler County , Alabama was 
bought for $200 . 00 by the Trustees of a new school. Lumber was donated 
and the property was donated t o the State of Al abama. Around 1934 
Riley Brothers Construction Company of Greenvi ll e built the two-room 
school. From 1934 until the mid-1960's , the bui l ding served as a school 
for Black children in grades one through six . Since the school 
closed , the building has been used by the commu nity for family reunio ns, 
a summer feeding program site, gro up meetings and a variety of community 
functions. 
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. S. Major Bibliographical References 

U01'ub/d1eJl """,-nusc.r'pT b~ qe.d:.r"de"Po FCL,b 0>, +he L,'ST='j 
0+ -Iloe SC.kOD I ('nc.iudQJ ,," .c, Ie ') 

9. Geographical Data 
ACre8I!Jeofnomlnaledprooerty 2 acres in Butler Co unty, AL 
QuaClrangle n8me Quadrangle scate 

V.roal boundary d •• crlption .. nCl jus t ifi cation 
Commencing at the southwest corner of the southwest quarter of the 
NE quarter , of Section 3 , Township 9 , Range 15 , running north 140 yards , 
thence east 70 yards . thence south 140 yds . • -fhl''''<'~ w . ... t70 yds . to the beginning 

10. Form Prepared By 

nameJ1/tle Charles Newton 

organrzation date October 25, 1994 

P. O. 80x 246 
street & numoer I'leonene 382-8700 

cit" or town Greenville state Al abama 36037 

1 1. pleas e submit color slides of the property with this form . 

12. Pleas e return ALABAMA REGISTER fom to: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA RISTORICAL COMKISSION 
468 SO~ PERRY STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130-0900 



7. Significance 

Period 
_ _ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_ '900-

Specific: date. 

Ar ••• of Slgnificanc......ch.ck and justify below 
_ _ archeology-prehistoric __ commumty plannIng _ _ landscape architecture _ _ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ 'aw __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ Ilter.ture __ sc:ulpflJre 
__ arch itecture __ eduC4IUon _ _ military __ ...... U 
__ art __ enginHring __ music humanitari.n 
_ commerce __ exploratiorusettlement _ _ philosophy _ _ theater 
__ communications __ Industry __ politicS/government __ transportation 

__ Invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/Architect 



-
I HISTORY OF THE MT. ZION SCHOOL 

The Mt. Zion school bui l ding is located in Butler County. 

Alabama in School District Seven . On Ja nu ary 30, 1926 Minnie 

Cook . Lillie Freeman and lola Bell so ld two acres of l an d for 

$200.00 to Hen ry McCall, Oin Knight, Joe Bedgood and Raphael 

Davidson. These men were to be "Trustees of the new schoo l. The 

land was located at Townsh i p 9N. , Range 15E., Section 3 , SWI of 

the SWI and the NEI. 

The land wps purchased to bui l d a schoo l building in the 

comm un ity t o e~ucate and train Bl ack c hildren. With limited 

reso urces . it wa~ not po ssible to immediately car ry out the 

mission. By an act of God, some large trees were blown down on 

property owned by Henry McCa ll, Raleigh White and Mrs. Janie 

Pryor. Seeing the determination of the parent s and patrons of 

the Mt . Zion community to build a school . the property owners 

donated these trees to the community. Raleigh White hauled the 

logs to the school site. Ja mes Franklin Brannon set up a sawmill 

and cut the lumber 1nto shapes and sizes needed t o build the school. 

The men of the community sor ted and s t acked the lumber in piles 

to dry. 

The lumb er and other contributions were deeply appreciated 

by the community. However sufficient funds were not avai l ab le to 

build the schoo l . The schoo l Tru stees found it necessary to deed 

the property to the State of Alabama on Mar ch 6, 1 9~6. This 

made the sc ho ol eligible to receive stat~ funding. 
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Riley Brothers Construction Company of Greenville. Alabama 

was hired to build the school. On November 3D , 1934 the Butler 

County Board of Educati on assisted the school's patrons in 

buying 80 used de sks for the pupils. The patrons contrib uted 

S100 . 00 and a balance of S85.00 'was due to be paid by October 1935 . 

The first teachers to teach at tne new school were J . L. Odom, 

who received $40.00 per month and Amanda B. Faulk who was paid 

$30.00 per mon4h during the 1934-1935 school year. In the years 

to follow sev~fal teachers were employed there . The school 
. 

offered classes f or students in grades one through nine. Some 

classes were held in the nea rby Masonic Lodge and the Mt. Zion 

Church. The impact of this sc hool can be seen in the numerou s 

students who climbed the ladder of success to great heighths. 

Due to declining enrollment and the need for further education, 

the school was c l osed in the early 1960's . Student s were bused 

to the elementary and high schools in Greenville. 

The Mt . Zion Community Cente r, In c . was organized on December 

21, 1965. The Board of Directors were John H. Fails, Chairman, 

Robert Bennett. Henry Caldwell. John Henry Yeldell and Lambert 

Bennett. Its purpo se was to improve and promote activities for 

the residents of the vicinity and to provide a si te for people 

to gather. Repair s were need to the building and as a result 

the building was deeded to the Butler County Commi~sion on August 

23, 1979. The building is regular l y us ed as the site for family 

reunions, a summer feeding program, group meetings, softbal l games 

and a variety of community fun ctio ns. 

Resear c hed and written by Gertrude P. Fails 
• 



Mau~t Zion School 
COU"t(f. Road 65 
8u~e~ County , Alabama 
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