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Oak Grove t.1ethodist OlUrch is a one story frame end gable structure . Concrete 
block piers support large hand hewned wooden beams . The structure has beveled 
siding covering the wood stud frame. The roof is covered with metal and has 
boxed cornices and returns. 

The facade has 2 single l eaf doors with vertical panels and a small sign . 
Wooden steps lead directly to each door. The North side has 3 double hung 9/9 
windoN's and a single leaf door with steps ; the south side has 4 double hWlg 9/9 
sash lrindows. The rear of the building has 2 9/9 windrus. TI1e doors and wind~s 
are framed by simple board trim . Old shutters have been placed to each side of 
all the windows. 

The interior walls and ceiling are of narrow tongue and groove paneling, 
painted white. The original alter, pews and chancel rail with rOW'ld balusters 
are unique features of the church. Square nails were used in the construction of 
the floor which is made of wide heart pine boards. Two large square beams located 
in the center of the church support the 14 foot ceiling. A wood-burning pot
bellied stove i s located to the right center of the church. 

The only major a.lteration to the structure has been the replacement of the 
original brick piers with concrete blocks. Vandalism has plagued the church for 
many years. Gas heaters had been installed in the church, but these were stolen 
and it was decided to go back to the old wood-burning, pot-bellied stove. Old 
shutters taken da.m fram the Monterey ~lethodist Church have recently been painted 
green and added to the building. Electricity and minor modernization has maintained 
this structure in a useful condition. 
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The oak Grove "'~thodist QlUrch was built in 1872 on a two-acre site donated 
by the Grant family . The building stands today about a mile north of the Fort 
Dale Cemetery on Alabama 185 North . TIle dlurch of simple vernacular styling 
is an excellent example of the type country dlurch built shortly after the Civil 
War up t o the early 1900's. 

Oak Grove Church is located on a fOUT and one half mile portion of the 
Butler County Bartram Trail. *See #3. William Bartram in 1776 traveled through 
Alabama studying the natural settings. In Butler CoWlty, as in other parts of 
the st at e , he foll",."ed ancient Indian trails \Vhich in later years became maj or 
roads of settlement. 

Located about one mile to the south of t he church was fort Dale, the or iginal 
county seat of Butler. The Fort was erected in the spring of 1818, by order of 
Colonel Samuel Dale, Corrunandant of the State Militia. Governor Bibb had sent 
the soldiers into this section to try and control tile hostile Indians, The 
fort was used by the settlers extensively in 1818, but with the removal of the 
Indian threat, the stockade \o/as abandoned. The first court in the county was 
held at Fort Dal e in 1818 and the first store in Butler County was opened at 
Fort Dale in 1819. Fort Dale exi sted as a town until shortly after 1822, but 
because of the dense settlement of the area it continued to be important to the 
county . 

*#3 M.Jch of Butler County ' s earliest history occured along this portion of the 
Trail which was formally dedicated in 1976 as having great historical significance. 
for this county as \VeIl as the State. 
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