
ALABAMA REGISTER OF 
LANDMARKS & HERITAGE 

NOMINATION FORM 

Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Str eet 

Montgomery, Alabama 361)0 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES " COM PLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Old Fort oal::e~S::i::t=e ____________________________________________________ __ 
ANDIOR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET .. NUMBER 

Alabama Highway 1185 Nor th - Ra nge 14E , Townsh i p llN , Sectio n 28 
CITY. TOWN 

5 mjles North of Greenvj lle. Old Fort Dale~C~o~m~m~Jl~nu;ut~'h, ____ ~Ba'Ult~le~r",-" ________ ~3~6~O~3~7t-____ __ 
STATE COUNTY CODE 

DCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _ PUBLIC 

_ BUILDINGIS, ~PRtVATE 
_STRUCTURE _ BOTH 

liSITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS 

_ BEING CONSIDERED 
X None 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

_ OCCUPIEO 

~UNOCCUPIEO 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
l£.VES RESTRICTED 

_ VIES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

Present use as a site is ed
ucational & is related to the 

military 'R~~~~l~lft affairs. 
----AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_ COMM ERCIAL _ PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PfItVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ REUGtOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOATATION 

_ MILITARY _ OTHER 

Mrs. Edna Roge r s ~elleh,-________________________________________________ ___ 
STREET & NUMBER 

_ _ -;;;;;;-;=,,102 Mayfair Lane 
CITY TOWN 

Oak _ VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,£TC Bu tler County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

STATE 

___ -,rr;'"WN ________ -"Ea~s~t~c~o:om:mercc::e~S~t~.C_ __________________________ _.""~ ______________ __ 
CITY TOWN - STATE 

Greenville, AL 36037 

DiREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TI'TLE 

Included in The Bartram Tra il Brochure 
~~~--------------------------------------------DATE 

October , 1979 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CtTY TOWN 

Butler County Courthouse, ____ __ 

Greenville 

-=-FEDERAL _ STATE "'COUNTY lL..L.OCAl 

STATE 

Alabama 



B DESCRIPTIO N 

_ EXCELLENT 

-XGOOO 
_ FAIR 

COND ITIO N 

_ DETERIORATED 

~RUINS (Fort) 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

~lTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAl SITE 

_MOVEO OIoT« ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENTANOOAiGiNAl OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fort Dale was erected in the Spring of 1818, by order of Colonel Samuel Dale. It was built on 
the top of a small hill , near a spring. later known as the Old Poplar Spring_ Although all 
traces of the fort have long since been removed, the site still bears the name of the noble 
soldier who was so instrumental in its erection for the protection against outrageous attacks 
by the Indians. 

Old Fort Dale, probably a stockade with strong inner buildings of logs, was similar to those 
mound posts you find in the early records located at Fort Hull, Fort Decatur, Fort Mitchell, 
and others along the Federal Road . 

All the settlers in this section had to stay in the Fort a large part of the year 1818 . Food 
was scarce and because of the danger, only a portion of the men worked the corn crop , while 
others did guard duty. Water from the old spring was obtained from the two wells which were 
dug near the fort. 

After the excitement of 1818 was over, the settlers returned to their homes and resumed work. 
The land on which the fort was built was acquired by Joseph Hartley in 1825. Mr . Hartley 
built his family a home out of logs and timbers from the fort and later the home was converted 
into a barn and is still standing about one half mile Southwest of the original site of Fort 
Dale. Several other dwellings were constructed from these logs but the old barn is the only 
surviving building and is thought to be the oldest structure in Butler County . 

The exact location of the fort is unsure , but two partially filled wells and two historical 
markers, are visible from Hwy. 185. The oldest marker, which was placed near the road by 
the Father Ryan Cha?ter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, April 2, 1925, with the 
words "Fort Dale - 1818" inscribed in the marble , is a tall JOC)nument standing 6'-O"xl ' -O" 
wide and 6-'1" thick on a base of marble 4'-lO"x2'-O"& l' - O"high . The other marker was erected 
by the woodmen of the World and presented to the Landmarks Foundation of Butler County and 
all citizens on November 25 , 1979 in ce r emonies held at the Oak Grove Church. The marker is 
of old brick standing about 4 ' -O"x3'-6" wide and about 2 ' depth. The bronze plaque with the 
inscribtion written with raised letters is inbeded in the brick. The inscribtion was written 
by the Landmark President Tom Braxton, who expressed the foundation appreciation toward the 
Woodmen of the World for their concern in the heritage of Butler County by presenting the 
Woodmen a certificate of achievement for marking a very important and historical site. 

See drawing of site and newspaper clippings. 
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THIS HANDSOME MARKER has .... n _Netecl by Woodm_n of th_ World to 
mark the slte of Fort Dale on Highwa.y 185 north. 

~-

INSCRIPTION ON THE FORT DALE MARKER that was dedlcatecllast Sunday In 
ceremonies at the Oak Grove Methodist Church. 
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