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1. Name 

h"'nc CALDWELL HOUSE 

_or common EDWARD SHI TH HOUSE 

2. Location 

slJftt &. numoer 719 AL EXANDR I A RD . I SW 

crt.. lown J ACKSONVILLE VIClnltv ot 

.- ALABAMA county CALHOUN 

3. Classification • 

C.ate.orv Owne,.nio S~tu. PN,.nt u •• 
-r dls tnc t _ ;lUCile _OCCUD I~ _ ~9nCUUUt. _mu •• um 
_ bUlld lngcsl .....x.. ;:nv. te _ UnOCC1JDleo _ commerCIal p.ane 
_ stru cture _~OIM _ wont In Drogres. _ ecluauonal x--: private re.ld.nce 
_ :lIle Public ACClui. ition Acc ••• lbl. _ enten.lnmant _ religious 
_ "::I e /ecl _ :n process _ '(.s : teSlrlcteo _ govemmenl _ sc,entl'lc 

_ : . '09 conSIDereo .4 yes : unteSInC1e~a _ lnCluSirra' _ (r.nSDon.uon 
_ no _mIlitarY _ otnar: 

4. Owner of Property 

n.me EDWA RD & VI VIAN 
. 

SMI TH 

strHf & numaa, 711 ALEX AHDBIA aD" Sill 

Clty. lown JACKSONVILLE _ vicl"" V 01 s l.'8 ALABAMA 3' .l-l 
5. P l~a se use s pace be low t o s ketch floor plan/site p lan. 
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6. Description 
-------c4 ....... ., 

Condition 
_ueeU.nf 
-lL g .... 
_ lair 

Check an. 
_ delerH)raled _ um Uered 
_ ruins ....x.... aliened 
_ un •• posea 

Check on. 
_ originill sile 

iL moved date MARCH 1984 

THE CALDWELL HOUSE IS TWO STORIES WITH AN lS-INCH BLOCK FOUNDAT I ON 

WITH HAND- HEWN PEGS AND BEAMS. 

IT HAS MANUEL VENTILATORS . 

THE INTER I OR FRAMI NG I S MADE OF WOOD. THE EXTERIOR IS THE 
ORIGINAL WE ATHER BOARDING WITH WIDING. THE EXTERIOR ALSO 
HAS ORIGINAL DECORATIVE WOOD TRIM AROUND THE WINDOWS AND DOORS . 
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.,,- ~Ignificance 

Penollll 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_laO~HI99 

_170~1799 

L 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Speci fic dat •• 

A ..... at Sl9niticanc--..checlll and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistollc _ commumty planning _lanClscape archilectute _ rltllglon 
_ .rcnlfOlogy-nis toflc _ cons ... n tion _ law _ .chlne. 
_ agriculture _ l!Conomics _ III.retur. _ sculpture 
_ .. rchitecture _ education _ mUl~ry _ socblll 
_ art _ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ expioratlol1lsenlement _ philosophy _ u.a,., 
_ communications _ Industry _ politicS/government _ Irlln.pon.tic" 

_ Invent ion _ other (Specify) 

Builde,/Architect 

Sta'em"n' of Sign ificance tin one pa,a'J,aphi 

THERE IS NO APPARENT NEED FOR MAINTENANCE , SINCE PURCHACING 

THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY ALTERATIONS EXCEPT FOR VINAL SIDING, 

THE BUI LD I NG WAS MOVED TO THE PRESENT LOCATION, MARC H, 1984, 
FROM SOUTH CHURCH STREET IN J ACKSONVILLE , APPROXIMATELY t, MI LES . 

THE CALDWELL HOUSE IS IN BETTER NOW THAN BEFORE THE MOVE. IT WAS 

MOVED IN ORDER TO PUT A NEW FIRE STAT ION ON THE FORMER SITE. 

MANY FINANCES AND EFFORT WAS USED IN PRESERVING TH I S HISTORICAL STRUCTURE . 
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8. Major Bibliographical References 

.. 
'. 

9. Geographical Data . 
Acrw~. at nomln.lea pro~eny ¥ 1 Cl.c:!r e.
Ouadrangle name Ou~crangte sc.ale 

VarO •• boUlMllary d •• crtpIiOn .. na Justlficauon 

10. Form Prepared By 

nam.Hille VIVIAN SMITH 

organIzation date 8/10/92 

street & numcer 831 Alexandria Rd. I SW teleonone 

city or town Jacksonville, state 

1 1. Please submit color slides of the property with this form. 

12. Please return ALABAMA REGISTER form to: 

ALABAMA R.£CrSTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA RISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 HONROe STREET 
HONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130 
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SUMMARY 

CALDWELL HOUSE 
719 Alexandria Road , SW 

Jacksonville , Calhoun County 

The Caldwell House is a 1 . 5 story frame structure with an 
extended center hall plan , dating from 1845 . It is situated on 
approximately 1 acre of semi - rural property at the southwest edge 
of the city of Jacksonville. Originally located in the center of 
town , the structure has been moved twice- -1976 and 1984--to avoid 
demolition . It has been altered to an extent that it lacks much 
of its integrity . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Caldwell House may be e l igible for listing on the Alabama 
Register of Landmarks and Heritage under Criteria A and C, 
sett l ement and local history and a r chitecture . It was one of the 
primary structures dating from the early community. Though it 
has been altered extensively , it retains the core of an 
antebellum structure, a type which is rapidly disappearing. It 
also deserves merit for its rol e in generating local preservation 
interest when it was threatened with demolition by Hardee ' s 
Restaurant in 1976 . The Jacksonville Heritage Association was 
born out of efforts to save the structure, but this group has not 
found adequate funding to maintain the structure. 

was built by Col . John H. Caldwell in 1845 for 
his wife Mary Greer and their three sons . Upon the death of the 
elder Caldwells , their son Ed maintained the home as his bachelor 
residence until his death in the 1930's . At that time, it was 
purchased by Dr . Ed Rayfield , and it was used as a rental 
property until 1975 when it was sold to Hardee ' s Restaurant . In 
1976 , in response to local preservation efforts , the City of 
Jacksonville purchased the house and relocated it for use as 
munic i pa l offices and a local museum and later a Parks & 
Recreation building. In 1984, the city sold the structure in 
order to locate a fire station on the property. At that time it 
was moved to its present location where it is used as a 
residence . 

DESCRI PTION 
Today the structure bears little resemblence to its original 
appearance. Vinyl siding covers the original wood, all porches 
and chimneys have been removed , and replacement shutters and 
possibly replacement windows have been used on the exterior . On 
the interior , the ceilings have been lowered and accoustical tile 
installed, the wood floors are covered with wall-to-wall carpet 
or vinyl, and the walls are covered with contemporary wallpaper . 
Original elements include the Greek Revival entrance , with 
transom, sidelites and double doors intact . The interior doors 
and door surrounds are also intact. 
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