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History of O~ford- School Syst m 
Webb). the Patent-T('llIcher Association (Mrs. Carl 
Pace, Mrs T J. PaJton. Mrs. J. D. Job~on . Mrs . D. F. 
Cooper. and Mrs. C H. Wakefield), and principa l 1-
6. Wright. a new i!luditorium-gym waS bUilt. It was 
used for the flnot time in the 193().-1931 school year 

The new auditoriu.m-gym was eledlCOlted and 
named Fulton H<tII in honor of H . C. Fulton, a. 
County Board member from Oxford. ThiS audita
num was constructed at an approximate cost of 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15.000.00); it WIS eighty 
feet long and Slxt)' feet wide with a seating capac· 
Ity of 1,000. 

Dodson Ha ll, the auditorium located on the sec
ond noor of the main bUild ing of the old Oxford 
College (no w Calhoun COUl"'lty HIgh School) was 
madt> Into fWO diVisions wi(h a hall way extendmg 
from the eelst to the west from one wmg of the 
bui ld ing to the other. A two-room home eCOnom
ICS department and a music room were 100at~d on 
the south side of the hallway. The north side of the: 
hallway contained a Ilbra.ry and an extra large 
room used " 5 a study haJI. 

In 1929. a bus was provided to transport students 
from Coldwater to CCHS. In 1930. students from 
DeArmanville, FriendshIp, Mechamcsvllle, and 
Eulation entered the school 

In 1930-1931. the faculty comllsled of: J. E, Wright. 
prinCipal, who also taught mathematics; Mrs . N . T 
Ool VIS, English: Miss Carrie lee Abercombie. 
Latin, 5O(ia\ studies. ~nd physical education for 
girl s; Miss Eva Godby, French and home econom· 
ICS; J. L. Nease, sdenc~; Dwight 8 . ("Ox") Clark, 
history and coach; Mrs, Joseph Bragdon. music; 
lind M 1ss LeiJa Jones. dramatics. 

By 1931. more va r i~d courses werE' offered for elec
tiv~s . Those electives included Latin. French.. 
"dvanct>d. mathematiCS. sCiences a.nd a commerCial 
course. Plans were underway to make more a.de· 
quate arrangements for taking Carf' of thPSe cours
es. Rooms with special equipment were included 
In the plans. In January 1931, a telephone was 
inltalled In the principal's oUice. The Class of 1931 
was the hnt class to graduate in fulton Hall. 

At the height of the d~preS810n in 1932. the legi.1· 
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Iaturc reduced thE' already Inadeq ate appropfi", 
tions to the schools. The Board of Education. 
under the leadership of Supennten en! C. J. AJlen. 
met on December 18. 1932, to disc ss the closing 
01 the county schools. The boar decided the 
schools would be closed on Dece ~r 23. unless 
additional funds were provided . The teachers 
were loynl. and during the rtm<'lin ~r of the yei'll 
recejved certificates or IOU's for p 

In 1934. most of the county schools ere cut short 
agaln because 01 inadequate fina ces Calhoun 
County High School WilS kept ope , beciluse the 
students paid a nominal fcc to rec lve credit and 
to graduate. In 1934-1935. new fa Ity members 
mcluded MlSS Ann Lovill. mathe atics; Marvin 
Vines. assIstance coach and oce pallons; Mrs 
Martha Jobson. dramatic arts. Th eighth gr~de 
was add<!d to the high school. 

STADIUM IS EREC EO 
During the Slln"lm~r of 193-t P. w. A workers were 
put to worK on a new football stadi m that would 
have a seating capacity 011 ,500. 11 \ as <!rected at a 
cost of several thousand dollars. A athhouse waS 
located on the north end The fie d \vas larger~ 
level$ ~nd sodded 

At the dedication game On Octobe 12, 1934, the 
stadium was filled to capacity to atch Oxlord 
and Anniston pl~y. The h!am W~5 d termin~d not 
to lose the first game. The game en cd \ .... ith a 7·7 
tie. Sparks made Oxford's tou hdown and 
Monroe made Aruustonis SCQIC T 's was Coach 
"Ox" Clark's last year with the Yell w Jackets. He 
was replaced by Coach Roy E. Tuck r 

Amons the speakers at this dedlcat! n game were 
Judge Hobbs; senator elect. A. C. Sh lton; Judge C 
S. L~yden. 

In the fall of 1935, the seventh gra \vas moved 
from the elementary school to the high school. 
New facuhy members included: Mi s Leo.,te Say. 
junior high subjects: Melton WlOflel , occupation
al work; Miss S"rah Carter. music 

Between 1927 and 1934, 178 st-udents had gHlduat
ed from Calhoun County High Sch 1. h had led 
the attend.anc~ In the count)' from 927-1935. At 
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Ducribe the prese• t and oric'na' (ilkno'Wn) pby.iea\ appeannc.e. 

with the exception of • fence that has been erected around t he top .d ~e of t he stadium and paint on the south bath houe. 1 thinK 

-----tloed 
_fair 

the 9ta~ium is in it 1 s original condition. 
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SlIlemtoltg( SI,IIif"oc .. « (t._,..-arpll). Civil Enql.n •• rC "'It Of'01 
~h~ .. strue~ure i a unlqu. 10 I~. con.truction In IlI.t I t .ppe.ra 
th .. t It " •• con.U'uet.d by hand " I ~h etone Ind iv idua lly 1. .. \d .. n 
hll i d togeth. r " I. th olth. r concrete or _0-. tl'p. Of . orur. 1\, • 
.. 1"0 th. o nly st r uc tur, ot vhleh 1 am •• are vhich , xl't' In ox r c d 
tha t v •• bu ild by th~ depre •• lon er .. pUblic ver~ t o cce , 

The .tad1u~ V.I. used .I. the V'OUII tO t .. 11 Ox ford ho~e foot bal l aile. 
tlOIi the t.ll at 19)5 utllil th. · nl!" ~ at.dlu., Va •• r,ct. , a o n t tl 
south end of the c".pu, in 19'1, I" t OI;> 1951 until ~h ... ld70', 
vhe n the a.v .l .... nt.ry Ichoo l ".a er.et.d the atad l um VI' u •• d .I. 
I pl"Y'iround and for ~p nU,'. ilnd a ... b.IC:kdrop for qudu.,.1 n 
.nd ClUb photo., On. p41r.on"l note, vll . n r pl.y.d on It .I .. a Id 
In the IIld lind l.tll '0 '. there v ... not one bl.de o P gr .... on ~h 
tiel d, Ttlou •• Qd. of li t tle r eet had packed th. r.d ditt until 
It " a. 11k. eonc ret.. I " au l d h . vII thou.;lht that .;Ira •• "o uld ha • 
n.v. r ;r.9;r.ln o r o vn upon ,uc h a .urr.c., KOVeYl!f up unttl l •• t. r II the 
1 ~ n and 'th grid. foo tball t .... u.ed the ( Ield ( o r p r.c tic. and the 
.;Ira •• I. l ... h and green, 
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W1~~ the exception of I renee that h, . bee n .rec tad a round ttll! ~op 
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In 1934 most DE the schools of the county ~ere cut shor 

880in on account financea . Calhoun County High School was k pt 

open, b~cauae the students . in order to receive cred1c and t 

graduate. paid a nominal fee . 'J 
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Stadium Is Erected 

During this summe~C . W. A. workers were put to work on 
.' .' 

a new football stadium. "It was erected a t a cost of severa 

thousands of dQ.llsrs and ha. a soating copacity of l , SOO wi 

a bath houee on t~e north end . De1ng made of concrete, the 

are good for many years to come . The field has been made 

larger and 1s now level and sodded." 

At the dedication game, October 12 ,' our stadium was fil 

to capacity. Our boys were determined not to lose the first 

8ame. "The 8core W88 7 -7 . Sparks made Oxford ' s touchdowns 

Honroe made Ann ,- ston'a score . " 

~ong the speakers at this ded i cation game were Judge 

Hobbs , senator elect.: A. C, Shelton ' of Jacksonville , Judg" 

e, S, Layden of Anniston, and many local patron. and .upp.o.,: e.~~ta :'~ ~. 

This was coach "Ox" Clark ' s last year with the Yellow ' 

Jackets ~nd he wa. replaced by coach Roy E, Tucker , a 210-

~Bi~l~rham-Southern man , 

With the fall of 1935 opening , the remOVing of the 
.,.\It-

~eventh Grad. to~high school brought Mi •• Leonte Say from 

Ho~ard College to teach junior high subject/ , 

took over the occupational work . Hil8 Sarah Carter i'" replaced , . 

Hr •. Joaeph Bragdon in music . 
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Calhoun County/Oxford High School Football Stadium, Oxford High School Campus, 310 
East Second Street, Oxford, Calhoun County 

Dating from 1934, the Calhoun County/Oxford High School Football Stadium remains as the 
earliest and most intact structure associated with the historic Oxford educational campus and is 
believed by local residents to be the only structure in the community to be built by the Depression
eTa Civil Works Administration. Accommodating 1500, the stadium contained concrete seats, 
with rock-faced risers separating the rows and a rock-faced wall supporting the rear. A bath 
house was situated at the north end. The stadium was dedicated October 12, 1934, and served as 
the school's primary outdoor recreational facility until construction ofa new stadium in 1955. 

Established in 1911 , following the 1907 passage of state legislation calling for the creation of a 
secondary school in each county, the Calhoun County High School acquired the facilities of an 
earlier institution. The Oxford College, which operated from 1867-1900, had completed a two
story octagonal building in 1868. Later, in 1908, two-story wings and a second floor auditorium 
had been added, during the years that the building operated as a public elementary school, the 
Oxford Grade School. Following acquisition by the Calhoun County High School, the campus 
went through additional periods of expansion during which the original building was replaced with 
new facilities. In 1929, a bus was provided to transport students from nearby communities, and, 
by the 1930 school term, a new gymnasium/auditorium was added to the campus. 

The early 1930s presented hard times for the state's educational system, as econom.ic depression 
affected all aspects of society. Calhoun County High School was one of the few schools in the 
county that continued to operate throughout the period, remaining open only by means of 
coUecting nominal fees from its students. In 1934, the school acquired funding for a new football 
stadium through the Civil Works Administration, providing much-needed employment for local 
workers, as well as a new athletic facility. Believed by local residents to be the only example of 
CW A architecture in the community of Oxford, the stadium depicts an outstanding example of 
federally funded Depression-era recreational architecture. Its use of native rock also reflects the 
popular early-twentieth trend in utilizing local materials for construction. 

Later additions and alterations to the campus occurred during the 1950s and 1 960s, resulting in 
the vast, modem complex that exists today. In 195 I, with construction of a new high school on 
the historic campus, the facility became known as Oxford High School, and, in 1955, a modem 
stadium was added. Today. the 1934 CWA stadium remains as a landmark in the community. 

Sources: 

Bentley. John F. Draft nomination and correspondence. 
Ca1houn County High SchooUOxford High School, Tum of the Century Reunion 2000 Souvenir 

Book. Oxford, Alabama, May 5-7, 2000. 
Rogers, William Rogers, Robert David Ward, Leah Rawls Atkins, and Wayne Flynt. Alabama: 

The His/ory of A Deep South Siale. Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 1994. 



CALHOUN COUNTY/OXFORD InGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL STADIUM 
Oxford High School Campus 

310 East 2"" Street 
Oxford, Calhoun County 36203 

Owner: 
Oxford City Board of Education 
c/o Louis Higgins, Superintendent 
3 \0 East 2"" Street 
Oxford, AL 36203 
256-831-0272 

Contact: 
John F. Bentley, Councilmember 
City of Oxford 
C/o Oxford Cleaners 
520 Main Street 
Oxford, AL 36203 
256-831-0721 (w), 256-831-1763 (h) 

Dating from 1934, the Calhoun County/Oxford High School Football Stadium is a concrete and 
native rock structure built by the Civil Works Administration as a Depression era federally funded 
public works project . Seating 1500, it contained seats made of concrete, with rock-faced risers 
separating the rows and a rock-faced wall supponing the rear. A rock-faced bath house was 
situated at the north end. The Calhoun County High School stadium was dedicated October 12, 
1934, and served as the school's principal recreational facility until construction of a new stadium 
in 1955. 

The stadium is eligible for listing on the AJabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage under 
Criterion C in the area of architecture. Believed by local residents to be the only example of 
CWA architecture in the community of Oxford, the stadium depicts an outstanding example of 
federally funded Depression era recreational architecture. Its use of native rock also reflects the 
popular early·twentieth trend in utilizing local materials for construction. In 1951 . when the name 
of the school was changed. the stadium became known as Oxford High School Football Stadium, 
until the new facility replaced it in 1955 . It remains today as a rare example of its type and as a 
landmark in the community. 


