
STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COHMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130 
PHONE: 261-3184 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE 
Nomination Form 

CXJ..NIY Calhoun 

NAME : Present Gunnels- Wingo House Historic Gunnels House 

LOCATICt<: Street and Nunber ,2:o25"--E",.,,.:..:tc..::0.~k~S"'t-,-. __________________ _ 

Town (Give directions if rural) ...:::Ox:::~_=o:.:.r.:cd '_, -,A:..:l:.:.:.:b=.m=.=-.<.~.:c6=20,,3,-________ _ 

·A MAP WITH THE LANI:MARl( MARKED KlST BE stJH.IITIED WITH THIS FO~1" 

CATEGORY: Building ( x ) Structure ( ) Object () Site () District ( ) 

USE: Present Family Dwell ing Historic Family Dwelling 

OONERSHIP: Public ( ) Private (X ) 

(),.,'I1er's Name H- Calvin and Patricia i~i ngo 

Mailing Address 225 Eas t Oak St . 

Oxford. Alabama }620' 

INTEGRITY: Original Site (X ) Moved () When? ______________ _ 

From where? ____________ _ (Give details in significance .) 

C=ITICt<S: Excellent (x ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

THREATS: No (X ) Yes ( ) By What? _______________________________ ___ 

RESTORATION WORK: Being considered ( ) Underway ( X) Completed ( ) Not planned ( ) 

SURROONDING ENVIJ«N.lENT: Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density ( ) Conmercial ( X) Industrial ( ) 
Residential ( X ) Rural ( ) 

. 
Acreage -less than one" 

For all categories other than a district and object give a site plan with a North arrow. 
Show related buildings. See v'ap B 

For a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch map of the district. 



SIGNIFICANCE: 

"'hy is this landmark s ignificant? (x ) 

(x) 
( ) 

associated with events , persons, or movements 

Explain: 

Local (X) State ( X ) National ( ) 
a good example of a type or s tyle of structure 
other 

D. P. Gunnels wae a key figure 1n the economic 
end cultural development of the erea . 

(Briefly state why the above is true) Hia eon , H.C. Gunne l s was espec ially 
important i n the field of education on the state and local levels . Also, 
the Gunnels Houae 1s "Cal houn'County ' s best example of Got hic Revival 
domestic architec tur e end possibly one of the more 8ignl~ic8nt extant 
examples in enti re state .' 

Date of Construction or Period of major importance. 1860- 1870 

Architect or Builder (Give name and biographies, if known) 

Give a complete but concise history of the Laruhnark. Include infonnation on important 
people and events associated wi th the landmark. (USE ADDITICI'IAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY) 

SEE ATTACHl '..cNT I 

State sources of information, giving full bibliographical data: 

SEE ATTACHHU;T I . A. 

DESCRIPTICN : PlKJl'OGRAPHS OF TIlE J..ANl1>1ARJ( MUST BE SUBI-IITIEl WITIl TIllS FORM. 

Gomplete as directed below for each category. 

BlJIWING: 

NLlJlber of stories __ l_~:..... __ _ Fo~qdationBr1ck and rock p1e~sementpa:;! :!:R;!::: ~:i;kof 

Wall Material: . house . Had original (Note changes from one floor or W1ng to another) service room! . 
(clapboard, brick, stone, wood shingle, board and batten. stucco over 
wood or brick, metal, logs) 

V..in House- Clapboard 
Xi tchen Ul- Br 10k 

Struc tural System: (If kno.,,) 
Wood [rame (X ) Load-bearing masonry (X ) 

Br 10k 1'1 to hen Ell 
Iron or Steel ( ) 



DESQUPTION (Continued) 

Roof Type : (Gable , Gambrel, Mansard, Flat , Hippcd,Gombination) 

Roof Covering : (Wood shingle, Asphalt, Tile, Metal, Slate) 

Roof Trim: (Cornices , bargeboard , brackets, etc.) 

Porches : Front (type and description) 5=bBl" front porch raised on brick piers with 

lattice work between . The porch is ornamented by scroll-cut trellis supports with 
brackets eDd connected fla tw ogd baly strade . 

Rear (type and description) Sbed porch 8t r ear cpnneciine to ell . The msin 
portion at' tbe r ear porch baa been enclol!lcd . 

Side (type and description) 

Doors: Main entrance (location, description)centrel , wide double-l eaf door with sioe
lights snd tr ansa. framed by channel ed archi tr eve . 
Other entrances (l ocation, description) Centrd, wide double-leaf door with transom 

leeds f rom original rear porch into main central hallway . Singled , psneflcd door leada from 
rear porch to basement stairway . Three other doors f r om original rear porch into brick el l. 
Windows: Types and nunber of each floor of facade 

Ner row, double-sash, 6/6-- TWo on l et floor; tbree on 2nd floor 
Types and number per floor for sides and rear 

Double-sash . 6/6-- East Side--4 Vitchen Ell-5 
West Side--5 Tw~;window openings in Kitchen Ell heve bare. 

Rear ------2 bther 
Interior : Describe iM!ltels, staiIWays , wainscoting. plasterwork and any Lnlllsual features . 

SEE ATTACm~ IT 

Other: Use this space to describe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
features of the structure and its surrolUldings . Original structure altered by 

1.Bath installed between house and kitchen ell 
2 . Bath snd closst installed at north end of upstairs hall 
~ . v.ost of back porch enclosed 
4.iHndow added on west side 
5 .Two cement block rooms added to original ell 
~' .. ~~~-r e.I/-""~l reh7ln:ed ,.to d'",~ r /'..::.s/4e ;'I"D'~ 
? /lrr~'" rt:J4t:e/.f /,t!'" _ tI'~.,d' ~" ....... s."7rl'llu, ~ e c/'t!'rs Q "d' d / q $"S /;'$tP~';"d, 

On an additional sheet make a sketch of the floor plan of the building, showing 
dimensions if possible . 
nus IS NOT REQUIRED! SEE ATTACHMENT III 



DESCRlPTION (Continued) 

STRUCTURE: On a separate sheet of paper give a compl ete as possible verbal description 
of the structure. (See examples) 

OBJECT: On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the obj ect. (See examples) 

SITE: On a separate sheet of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during its perioo of importance. 

DrstRICT: On a separate sheet of paper give a general description of the district. Also 
needed is a numbered list of the structures in the district c"orresponding to 
the sketch map. TIlls listing should int lude a name for the structure. a date 
of construction, a brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it is. 

"A MAP WIn! TIlE !.<\Nll>lARl( MARXEll AND PIDJ'OGRAPHS MJST BE SUJt.lITIFll WIn! TIllS FORM" 

Map: A U.S . Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain 
one a county highway map may be used. 

SEE V~PS A, B, and 0 

'Photographs: Black and ""'hite. glossy finish,S x 7 J or 8 X 10, is preferred. 
SEE PHOTO FCLDElI 

FORM PREPARED llY 

Name H. Calvin Wingo 

Address 225 Lest Oak st . 

Town Oxford , Alabama ,620, 
Organization Calboun County H1.a t orical Society 

For Alabama Historical Camlission use only 

STAFF <DMENfS: 

Date ~/C$' 

Telephone .::8~",1:..-..:O.::29",8=--___ _ 

MAP ~~E: MAP ______________________ _ 

U, T, M. Reference 
--~sting ---- -- fbrthIilg-- ----

Thematic Category ______________________________________________________ ___ 

Added to ALABftNA ~GISTER ________________________ _ 

NATIONAL ~GISTER Potential 



( . Attachment I 

History of the Landmark 

In 1 ts present 3-othlc Revlv::tl f'or:n . th~ hOllse "lOuld appe!i!' to date 

rrom someti me between '950 and ' 970 . Quite likely, the center portion 

pre- dates the Clv!l 'lar and became the nucleus aroll!1d which the 

structur e as it exi sts today was buil t . Architectural re~nants , a mante l 

and several doors , su-:o'(€st that a'}r eek Revival structure was the orl~lnal 

form . The iaentity of the first o'mer of the orl~lnal struc ture 1s 

uncertain . 

Dan i el Perry 1unnels acquired the property, probabl y 1n the 1850 ' s . 

It ',las he who then re-,odeled the house into its 10thlc Revival mode . 

The '}unnels family increased sl~nlflcan tly during the 18'50 ' s ",,1 th the 

births of seven children . 

D. P . Gunnels was a l e3d in7 merchan t . planter , a~d investor i n t!1e 

Ox~ord area . He was born Oct~ber 6 , 1S23 near Bold Sprina , ~anklin Gounty , 

:leorgia . He ' .... .,:-a£ the son o'f.' Nathan and ~'iancy ( Hunt) ':tunnels , natives 

respectively of 'HIkes and Franklin Counties S-eorgia . :7athan lunnels 

moved to Franklin County early in life and became a planter by oc~upation. 

He WIlS a officer 1n the lar of 1 S3~ and w as a mellber of the 'Jeorg ia 

Constitutional Convent i on . Foli t1c'3:l1y 0'" the Glav Bnd "iebster faith 

(''fhlg Farty) , he ",as a person o f sOlie influence 1n the vicinity 'here 

he live d . 

D. F . 'tunnels HRS re~red on hi f3th<:"r l 
5 far~ , and rec~ived an aCRdemic 

education . I n 1045, be moved t::l Boi11n~ Spr1n~s in Calhoun GOllTIty (known 

as Benton Co un ty then) in Al~bama . ?or s€I!.Teral :vears he w"s a clerk in the 

merca: ntl1e establlsh~ent of ?J . Caver . Afte r some t i me , he purchased an 

Intp.rest '.i ith his e!:lployer , and still later became 901e owner of the con

c ern . Gunnels :'loved to Oxf'ord in 1 ~54 , v:he re be continued in t he mercsn-

( I ) 



• • 
~ tile business until 1~7? Ho lever , ~rom 1852 until the cloge o~ thr; war 

in 'B~5, h~ found it expedient to suspend ~h~ ~~rcantl1e bu~lne9~ . 

Durin" that pariod , he enterpd th'" p.:nploy of the OxfoY'd Iron Company . 

In !'act, it was Tl'n~els who sold thl'; property located north of the to'-'fl 

of Ox!'ord to the Oxford Iron :ompany . The purpose of the company 

was to 'TI1ne 1ron are and manufacture pia iron ..,hleh das shipped to Sel:na 

to the Gonfed"rate Ordna nce Department . The s1 te oJ. .... the Oxford Iron ?tlr-

nace later beca~e the nucleus of the foodstock Iron Comrany and the 

city of Anniston . Althou~h the ','far g'.'1ept a"lay much ot' '}unnels ' s fortune , 

h'? ',(: 8.9 able to prosrer 1n thF' post- .'Iar era . Aft~rJ 1~72 , he cevoted "nost 

of his time to plantln~ . 

Amona his other servlces to the co~~unity , 1unnels served aS Int~ndBnt 

(?:a.vor) of 0 xford .'hen 1 t ''''as i;1corrora ted for a second time in 1 eriO . 

~his second incorporation resulted rro~ the break- up of 3enton ~ounty 

and the formation of Calhoun County . He also played 8 leadlny role 1n 

the !'ound1n,- !"'!f Oxford College 1n 19'17 r:'Ind became a ,:,rustee of that 

lns t1 tution . "":unl"el!=! ·1~.!: one of the e""!.rlle8 t rnembers o!" the 0 yford 

r.~pthodlst Episcopal Church , South and c')ntrlbuted to the construction 

of the 1872 edifice ~hich still serves the com~unity . 

~hrou~hout his life , }unnels pl~yed a rro~ln~nt role in t~e econo~ic life 

of Oxford . He was a lC9.din~ lnvestor 1n the 21ue SFrln,! :,ex~11e :~111 1n 

1°85 . In 1~90J he 1."I'1S !\ '{ey !'17ure 1n the .... ormation of the Oxford Lake 

Electric 7rolley L1ne . In thp late l~OO ' B, his son- in-law joined hl~ 

in =t merca,:ntl1e establishment known 8S tt ::;'unnels find 'larnock . tt And, 

he ls '391d to havQ P!'ected thp flrst brick ntore in Oxford in 1R!\9 . 

He './.:13 9. ~,~ason and an ')~: ?elloN . 

In 1:arch, lP1)7 , D. r . 'Junn€ls mar"r'ied Suss." Zllzabe~,h Cunnln,:ham , 

member of a plone",r Cailll.v of Calhoun C")unty . She "la'S the dau:;.hter of 

(z) 
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,,:.11s11:1 ": . 3nd ~:1.'1cy E . (Pr"ltt) :un~'ln3ham , n9.tlv~s of' S:)t:th :arolln:l . 

'.:'he cr,11dren a!' ::l . r . "I'1d 3us'Jn 1unnels tlere 1 . Taney ~ . , m • . '1' • .lllrnock 

2 . Zohn ~ . 3 . ~a'1les :i . 4 . Esther L . 5 . Elmira P . " . Harry : . 7 . HIlle ~!"ancls . 

A enerous 'l"lnn, '}unnels discovered and brouQ'ht to Oxford a Clay County 

lad n:iT-ed ~:Jyt Seith De?rles . ::lccoq-n1z1nl3: the vouna; !ll9.n ' s brl111,'nce , 

~un~els ~ave him 3 job end 8 place to live 90 thqt De?rles could ~tten1 

~chool 1n Oxford . A re~arkable pf'rson , De:1'ries lRter attended "..19,rvard 

and still later beca:ne Privy Counsel to ~ueen 'l1ctorlll . 

On .;sn . 19, 1895, D. P . Gunnels died at his home 1n Oxford of heart failure . 

Earry Cunn1.nsham :tunnels, son of D.P . and Susan, 'ffaS a noted lawyer , 

educator, and State Superintenjent of Education . ;ie ".,as born Oct~ber 1, 

1858 gt Oxford, :alhoun County . He died September 19 , 1911 at a hospital 

in Atlanta , '1eoraia . Harry '}unnels ·..,as ~ducated in the cO'll~on SChools 

of Oxford , and graduated A. B. from Oxford College in 1885 . Be also 

took epecial courses at Vanderbilt . In 1891 , he Q:r3.duated LL . B. at tr.e 

i,,'niversity of Alabama . 

Althou;.;h r:>:r~duatin,: in 113.\r,' , his ·"hole life was devoted to educational 

work . In October , 1985 , he began teach1na; as co-principal 'Jf the 

Ashland High School . Later for two years , he .,las profes"'or of natural 

SCiences and history at Oxford College . He then served a s- principal of the 

Annloton ~lgh School gnd trom 1~95 to 1898 as superintendent of 

Anniston city school . He ',las chief cler:.t in the Department of Education 

from 1899 to 1902. At that point , he ,as anointed State Superintendent 

of Sducatlon to succeed Dr . John :1 . Abercrombie , w: ho was elected President 

of the Un lv~rsity of Alabama . 3unnels ..,as again appOinted chief clerk in 

1903 , servin~ until 1907 when he ente~ed upon a full term ~s Buper

intendent of Education bv election . 

In 1900- 01 , he was a ~ember of the State House of Representatives from 

(3) 
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· ' :alhoun County . He servAd on the ~o mlttee on Education a~d w~aB the 

author of the imcortant b1l1 pr::>vldln~ f'l'!e r.Jonths free schools . 

He \o/'a6 chair:nan :>f the cO'llrni ttee on le~ls1atlon of the Alabama education 

committee and -,{as director for Alabama of the S ..... uthern Educational 

A9~oclatlon . 

I{arry 3-unnels was successively 1 st Lieutenant and Oaptain o~ Co . 1 , 

2nd lnran try Re~lmen t , Alabama :~9. tional '}uard . J'rom 1 '39-5 to 1905 , he 

was inspector on the staff of 'J.en . L . V. Clar k \':lth the rank of ··!ajor . 

He was a Democrat , a ~~ethod l st , Shriner, and Knh:ht of Fythlas . 
On November 25 , 1895 , he married Ladle Emily Goes of Commerce , '}8orgla . 

Their children were Louise Elizabeth and Edith Helen . 

The house re:nalned in the 3-unnels fa'Dily until 1941 when it ·.-las sold to 

Mrs . J . L . R.ice , ', ... ho manat;ed 1 t as a successful boarding house until 

1970 . In 1977 , the property ''las sold to L . E . Clark , local real estate specu

lator . I n 1981 , Drs . Calvi n and Patr icia TIT i ngo purchased the house and 

'.-lith their son Clark have been occupvin~ and restorin~ the home . 

Sources of Information : 

1 . Thomas \!cAdory O ... ,en , Historv of Alabama and Dictionary 0:' Alabama ---- - --,-- - - -----
Bi~sra~ . Vo • . III , p . 7 15 . 

2 . Northern Alabama , Historical and ~!~~!Ehlcal . S~ith and Dela~d , 1888 , 
BIrrn1nsha~;-lla: pp . lf5=~---

3 . The Anniston Star , July 30, 1923 

4 . Annis ton The 'Tee~l,v :'imes . Jan . ?4 , 11395 

5 . 3essie Coleman Robinson Folders , AIRbama R.oob , Lvles ofe'llorial Library . 
Anniston , Ala . 

5 . ?rank Little , "History of Oxford Coliege 'l . Oxford Fublic Library . 

I' II 
7 . Historic Survey of Oxford, 1979 . (5ee attached cOPY . ) I.A . 

8 . ',!ontgomery Adv~rtiBer , Sept . 19 , 1011 , p . l ; Sept . 20 , p . 12 . 

9 . Int~rvle'.'1s with Vlsl'J Aleeta ·talker , gO'e 93 . who has alwsys lived ac eOS9 
the street from the 1unnels ~ouse . 

lO . Interview '",1th \Ir . Tull Allen, native of Oxford 901le 70 1re arG , and 
nei"hbor to 1unnels p~operty . 

fI) 
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• • Attach..,~nt II 

Interior Description : 

There are el~ht orl-1n~1 mantels 1n the house . The parlor mantel 19 cast 

iron w! tb '" fret','orl{ ~um":ler cover for a coal burnln~ fireplace . 

Five of the ....,r-oden rnqntels ,gre Iden"lc'3.1 and fe~ture a '}otblc o'.tive 
c-" -;4 iI' '' '" 

curve j they also have summer covers. One wooden mantel 18 ?ederal 1n 

style v/lth .,ide hand- carved :rrooveB . The wooden mantel 1n the 

or1g1nal dlnlnQ: room 1n the 'd tahen ell 1s }recian in tone . 

The interior woodt<lork 1s particularly notable . :'he stalr''i8V 1s 

straight run rls1n~ fr:1m the rear of the '1I81n hallway to' ... ard the front . 

It !'eatures a turned octa~onal ne\'le1 of walnut, a handral11n~ 'Jf '"alnut , 

and balusters of oak . There 1s also a 81~11ar balustrade enclosin~ tr.~ 

stairwell to the bp.se:nent ,.,hich descends from the rear of the central hall . 

The riser of one step of the '!lain stab'Hay is hinged so as to provide 

a storage area at the base of thp stairs . 'Tainscotina:- surrounds both statr'J(ays 

and original false - l'1raining rC!:lains in one area . The 'fralls beneath the main 

stai ~'.vay are sheathed vlth vertical panels terrninatinl! in .9. very 

unusual o~ive curve . "!'hege panels originally featured fa18e-~raining . 

The doors are panelled and of pea construction . The upstairs doors 

retain the false - sralnlng while those on the first floor have been palnted . 

~here are transoms over all the int~rlor doors . 

Chair r:'lils are Cound in the '!lain ~all'.-IBy, the '·d tchen ell, Bnd four 

other rooms . Deor f.'lcino;s and Hlndo-.·, f'lc1nss cont~ln mirrow o:rooved moldlnJ;s. 
The door ~oldings are of one type on the inside of the rooms and of an-
other on the outside . 

Excep" for t"/O rooms downstairs , tbe walls are 

The plaster eontains hoa hair and sand . The ~alls 

pl~ster on lath ins . 
A:rftr,,,i 

of the t·,IQ ·' rooms 

are wide plne boards . ~~ost of th E' ceilln~s 9.re wide, tontrue-in--roove 

Itboard and bead ." In the '.(:ltchen ell, the cel11nco: is plt!ster; &.(Jails '!yr. ?/.51~", 
The I·,ood·,vo rl{ throu'thout the house ls hand - planed . dn b" ,~I<. ' 

The floorin~ ls vide board, 

widths v3ry from 5 inches to 7r 
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Attachment II 

~p.neral Description : 

The structure is a rectangular, 3 bay front , with tall steeply-

pitcheo gable roof brolten at the rear to cover shed extension and 

1t/ith steep triple subordinate crosB- l!ables on the front slope of the 

roof fraoing half- story windows . There are Gothic louvered vents at the 

gable ends . The house has seven gables . It also features a center- ball plan . 

A sim i lar design can be found in A . J • Dcnming, Cottage Residences , 

Design IV, 'IAn Ornamental Farm House " (See attached illustration) . 

However, the '}unnels House follo\18 the advice of Calvert vaux and 

employs horizontal clapboard sheathing rather than Downing ' s preference for 

stone or boa~d and batten sheathing. 
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F LAWERE~CE OAKS 
EXECUTIVE DIR ECTOR 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAM A HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

725 MONROE STR EET 

MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 36130·5101 

August 26 , 1985 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Calvin Wingo 
225 East Oak Str~et 
Oxford, Alabama 36203 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wingo: 

Re: Gunnells-Wingo House 
Calhoun County 
August 22, 1985 

~
\"UII/~ 

fO' ~. '!; 
'r, . .:; 
-. ' "" 
~ :,.' 
1- ,,'-' 

/c' ... 
~It. C~l':o" 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
261-3184 

The Alabama Historical Commiss i on is pleased to inform you that 
the referenced property has been favorably reviewed and added to the 
Alabama Registe r of Landmarks and Heritage . The Alabama Register is 
a prestigious listing of historic, architectural and archaeological 
landmarks . These selected Alabama landmarks are worthy of both rec
ognition and restoration . The Alabama Historical Commission appre
ciates your interest in Alabama's historic preservation program. 

FLO/MMB/cgh 

Sine reI 1 

F. Lawerence Oaks 
Executive Directo 

----



• , , 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

I ,. 

\' 
I 

, 

!'JA/1L 

I,..OCAT I ON: 

HI STORIC SU RVEY 
1979 

Hou5.es . buildings . s ites & ru i ns 

GI 'N :~ELS HOUSE 

CITY OF OX FORO 
ALABAI"A 

225 East Oak St. (NW conner Mountain Ave. ) 

( 38) 

PRESENT OWN ER: M EO! I ct.tTk _4Itlc p 8iH 11!l'68 
/I, C. t( .. ," 1'" u .. 4 ~/"/~ ,tt 
:J~~~. ('1; /( >-1, 

-R.e8xiw 11000 8,; , e 
·o*fe ,,, i v'it 

tJ,..I'. ,~ / / 1- . -r. 1 0 'J 

4. l EGAL DESCRIPTI ON: 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Lots 2& 3 , Block 0 Gunnels Addition to dxford, Calhoun County, Alabama 
Sec 19 Tl6 R8 East. Fronting approximately iI'j' on Oak St ; 21$' on 
Moun t ain Ave . i lft' on Gunnels St . • 'U()1 on W side. . 

~!;i./;J , 

DATE: ca. 1860- 70 

TYPE OF ARCHITECTURE;. Go thic Reviva l 
• I :1 

f ~ !Je f ",t6/ 
I p'" Ii' C Clapboard; rectangu lar (3 bay front) with semi-detached 2-room brickL. ~,.., 

PHY S I CAL DESCRI PT I ON : 

el l, l~ stories over high brick basement set into hillside . tal l 
steeply - pi t ched gable roof broken at rear to cover shed extension, 
s t eep triple subordinate cross-gables on fron t slope of roof framing 
ha lf- s tory windows , bracketed eaves, Gothic louvered vents at gable 
ends,5-bay front porch raised on'brick piers with latt1ce~work between 
and scroll cut trellis-supports with brackets and connecting flatwood 
balustrade. wide doubl e~ leaf door with sidelights and transom framed 
by channeled architrave, shed· porch at rear (connecting to ell) with 
irregula r double-gabled massing breaking rear slope of roof behind porch, 
narrow 6/6 sashing throughout; center~hall plan. " ..... ~ later modifications include ~al enclosure of porch, small bath 
addition at NE rear . me'e' I~s . calhoun County's best example of 
Gothic Reviva l domes t ic architecture and possi bly one of more signifiaant 
extant examples in entire state . 

D[PENDENCI ES : 
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10. SIGNIF ICAN CE : 

Although the construction date of t his house is uncertain , its architectural 
merit i s indis putable as one of the very f ew examples in t his area of the 
Gothic Rev i val or "Pointed" s t yle for "co LLa ges" popularized through the 
works of fmd,"ew Jackson D"\~ n ing . Calvert Vaux. and others duri ng the mid- 19th 
century . In its present form , the house would appea r to date from sometime 
be twee n 1860 an d 1870 ; perhaps a few years later. One tr()dition holds that 
the cen te r por t ion pre-dates the Civil War and became the necleus around which 
the structure as it exists today was built. Because of its hillside site , 
the mai n part of the house ;s underlain by a raised bri ck basement containing 
or; gi na 1 se rvi ce rooms. As with many other Ox ford house s bu i 1t in the 1 a te 
19th century , there is a one·story brick kitchen ell at t he &e~r . ) The intt~:lAr 
woodwork is particularly notable; the turned octaqonal newel ""a'n'l(bal uste rs Of" 
the stra;ght·run stai r which ri ses from the rear of the main hallway toward 
the front and the tu)'ned ba lustrade enclosing the adjoi ni ng stai rwell to the 
basement rooms. Wa lls beneath the main staircase a re also sheathed'with 
vertical panels tenninclt ing in a .very unus ual ogive c.urve. Original mantel· d 
pieces also remain . (tJ.U$ tlf 41-1I,.,AI T~ds~ .5 ""'''''71 on PJo",,~cQf;1:f (1/1 

c::/u ~,. S a If (J ,. .. ,.... .. ,,.,. ~",/ /r.r;, # .. / wr&-.:YeuL!.I""I(", 

The first owner of the house w.s O.niel P. Gunne ls (1823-1895) , who c.me to 
Oxford in 1854 to enter the roorcantil e business . Soon afterwa rd he marri ed 
Susan Eli zabeth Cunningham . Prior to his arriva l in Oxford , he was a "merchant· 
clerk lt employed by the planter· merchant Thomas Caver , of nearby Boiling Springs. 
Throughout his life. Gunnels played a prominent role in the life of Oxford , 
be ing a leading inves tor in both the Oxford L.ke electric trolly li ne in 1890 
and, a few years eat'lier, in the corporation of the Blue Spri ng Mills . During 
the late 1800's, his son~;n~ law joined him in the mercantile business under 
the name of "Gunnels & Warnock" . 

The tall hill to t he rea r of this house is today known as Gunnels Mountain. 

Th is property rema ined in the Gunnels Estate until 1941 when it was sold to 
~1rs. James l. Ri ce. 

I ' ' /,;;,/1 4' ~ Or .• a .: t11Yf /1.1.... ... tl.l"'(j0 

Tod.y (~ , the owner5;.a- 14~r1-t-l.rk. 

II. SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 
r.- " ~~ ' Mr. Earl Clark . tH"CSf!"1. owner. 

1·lrs . Katie W. lker (age 90 ' s) descendent of Mr. Gu nnel s . 
The Oxfo rd Echo, 17 Janu.ry 1890. 
Mr . Tull Allen , native of Oxford some 70 years , neighbor to Gunnel~ property 

knew all lo ca l de scendents of D.P . Gunnels. 
12. EPIEL85~RES: 

I. 8JrI~-n-/w g 1 055 y-p1ro1:o-
2,,,,11 plio-to, (22) 
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5· map . The BOlltle 1 s A11trttTt orrrrrr- ttlo'--(Ol>x:ffuoTr tt-d , 
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