
NAME: 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL CmtMISSION 

ALABAMA 

725 MONROE STREET Hi" 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36131J',·TORICAl CC)Mt'1 

" , 
PHONE: 261-3184 

REGISTER OF LANDMARKS 
Nomina tion Fa rm 

CUJNTY Calhoun , -. . 
(1) Margaret Woodr\lff Library OJ' l-largaret Woodruff Library 

Present (2) Var ios8 Club House Historic c("2:.:)-.:.V"ar"L,,," os:::.:.:.:c:C"l.::u"b...:H.:.:o:.:u:.:,~e:..-___ _ 

LOCATION: Street and Number Anniston and Alexandria Road 

Tmm (Give directions if ruTal) Alexandria. AL - 10 miles North of Anniston, East of 
. U.S. Hwy. 7.31 

·A ~IAP WIlli 1HE LANfMARl( MARKED MUST BE SUBMIITED WITIl TIllS FORM" 
(X)(l) 

CATEGORY: Object () Site () District ( ) Buildmg (X )(2) Structure ( ) 
(1) Under r.estot:ation . . (l)First free public library in CEllhoun Co 

USE: Present (2) Coumunity club house and 

~HIP: 
apart,ment 

Historic~2)Community c lub h o\H3 c sinc e 1961. Prior 
use - pr\vate re:I~(]enc'e . (Firs t' mention o{'J\"()uBe 

Public (,) Pr~vate (X) on deed as l89Q.) .; 

" ' Owner1s Name vari osa Club 
~~~~~--------------~------~------

. " 
Mailing Address Mrs. H. A. Bryant, PTesident, R~ 2, lox 280, Alexanqria , 

"AL,36250 

INTEGRITY: OrigmaI Site (x)(2)Moved (x)O ) When? Library Building moved in 1978 

From where? (1) AlexandriQ , Spr~ng .. 
Moved leBs than one block to Alexandr~a uOLfed MethodLst 
CONDITIONS: Excellent () Good () Fair (X) 

" ' 
(Gi,ve d!>tajIs in 5ignHkance~) 

Chuc.ch - tp carrY ,out pq)viaions 
Ruins ( ) 

TIiREATS: No (X) 

RESTORATION WORK: 

Yes ( ) By MMt? -------e~~------------------------(X )(1) 
Being considered ( ) lIndeNay (X )(2X:ompIeted ( ) Not pIaJUled ( ) 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: ()pen land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildillg'S (x) 
High building density ( ) Commercial ( ) IndUStrial ( ) 
Residential (x) Rural (x) 

Acreage Appr oximat ely 1 acre 

For all categories other than a district and object g1VC a site plan with a North arrow. 
Show Telated buildingS'", , -f,(, 

For a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch map of the dis trict . 

of • 

*Fred R. Martin's will. LiDrary was used as Sunday School building until church expans ion, 
when library was offered back to Vari03a Club. To prevent de3tructiD!I of library , it wa9 
moved to back lawn of club hous e . Library is about one block fl'Oln original s ite. 



SIGNIfICANCE: 
(1) and (2) 

\\hy is this landmark significant? (x )/associated with events, persons , or movements 

(2) 
(ll 

Qc ) 
Qc ) 

Local (X) State () Nat ional ( ) 
a good example of a type or style of st nlctllrc 
other First fr ee pubHc library in Calhou n County. 

Exp lajn: (Briefly state ",'lly the above is truc)(l) pirst free public library in Calhoun County 
was in continuous use from 1915 to 1958. luilt as a cultural asset for the small rural commun ity 
in 1915.. See Enclosure - History of l.ibra t'y. 
(2) Frontier Antebellum homa. 

Date of Construction or Pe riod of major importance.(l) 1915; (2) Pirst mention of house on deed 
was 1890 . 

Archi teet or Builder (Give name and biographies J if known)(l)Local c itizens dl)nated labor for 
construction i (2) See pdge 4 of abstract 0 1890 - John R. Rodgers and Mollie W. Rogers - it is 
p03sible that th i s taortga~C! could bave been made to cons truct t he house. 

Give a compl ete but concise history of the Landmark. Include infonnati on on important 
people :md events associated wi th the landmark. (USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF ~'ECESSARY) 

(1) The Variasa Club built the library as a cultural asse t for tbe small rural c ommunity. The , 
library was built in 191'. The club members acted as librar ians. Charter Re~bers ot the Variosa 
Club wer e orig inal OYlners . Char ter members were: (1) Hargaret Woodruff. (2) &teHne Woodruff , 
(3) Marie Woodruff, (4) Govan 'Woodruff , (5 ) Hat'tha Brewton, (6) Ruth Irwin, (1) Rosa Phifer, 
(8) Cora Smith. (9) Vera Smith. (LO) Mary 11a Green, (11) Mrs. &d Shield. (2 ) Lillie Atkins . 
(13) Grace Har dy . (14) Nannie Lou Meharg. 
See Enclosure - History of Library . 
(2) Mar-ho-ill o~ l~dian-Amcrican name - 3a9. Hall received ~and grant 8/2/1865. Creek Treaty-1832. 
House willed to Vari09a Club for co~unity club house by Fred R. Mar tin in 1961. (See Page 1. 
Original En;ries, Abstract of Deeds - on file with Alabama Historical Commission. ) 

State sources' of infonnat ion , giving full bibliographical data : 
1. Anniston Star - new~ paper articles. 
2~ Varios. Club scrap book (letter, articlcs , newspa~r clippings) 
3. See Enclosure - His tor y ot ~1brary 

DESCRI PT lQ~ : PHOTOGRAPHS OF 1HE LANINARK MUST BE SU[\\IIITED WIlli 11IIS FORM . 

Complete as direct ed bela,",' fo r each category. 

BUIWING: 
(1) One 

Number of s tories (2) One --'------
(1) Open 

Foundation (2)Cement Bl ock 
(1) i.~onQ. 

("J ibne Basemen t ----
Wall t.bteria l: (Note changes from one floor or \'ling t o another) 

(c lapboard, brick . s tone, wood s hingle , board and batten, stucco over 
wood or brick. metal. logs) 

(1) Studs and nails 
(2) .raced ..,itb. hardwood. No s tuds. Seals are 12" x 12" th i ck. Put toge ther wi th wooden pegs . 

Structural System: (If kno.~) 
Wood f rame (X Ji) Load-bearing masonry ( ) 

(X)(2) 
Iron or Steel ( ) 



DESillil'TlON (Continued) 
(1) and (2) 

Hoof Type : (Gabl e /Gambrel, ~i1nsard, Flat, liipped, Combination) 
Sh ingles (1) and (2) 

Roof Covering: (Wood s hingle , Asphall(', Tile, Metal, Sla.te) 

Roa f Trim : (Conl i c es , bargeboard , brackets, etc . ) 
(1) Plain cornices 
(2) Cornices , vcrgcboard, brackets 
Porches: Front (type and dcscription)(l) After libeary was moved I original concrete pot'ch ..... as 

replacod wi t h woolhm fl Mr. ( 2) Cov·!r q 2/3 of the fr ont ot: the house. A new concrete noor was 
poured in summer DE 1978. Old columns had to be replaced at the sal1le timo. 

Rear (type and description) _--=:N~o:!!ne=-________________ _ 

Side (type and description) _--"N"'o"n::" _ _____ __________ _ 

Doors: Main entrance (location. descr iption1ll1S01i d wood - oolonia l - six-.l . .. ' ''OPS in to, 
ha lf. (2)Far right and far [ ef t; s oI iJ" wool colo'1i.Jl w th s i x {>anes of IJIA:J~ in top halt of door s . 

Other entrances (location, description)(l) None . (2) Two rear dOO'l'9 - far right and 
far left; solid wood colonial; s i x panes of glass in top halt of doors. "._n" 

Windows: Types and number of each floor of facade(l) Regular double hung - two 
(2)Regular double hung - two. 

Types and number per floor for sides and rcarCl)TWo double hun~ windows on both eas t 
and wes t s ida~ . Nr) resr l"indO'-ls. (2) North - Eight: double bunp; ; South - Bight double bung ; West 
rear _ four dou~le hunSi Eas t r egu l ar doubl e hung - t wo . 

I . 

Inte rior : Describe mantel s , s tain.'ays , ",'a i.nscotin~ , pl as terwork and ~my unusual f eatures . 
(1) Original wooden walls and ceiling . 
(2) Plain mantel on South side and plain mantel on North side. both originals. 

Other: Use this space to describe any additions , alterations . outbuildings or other 
features of the structur e and its surroundirlR:s. 

(2) Front lawn has two giant aged Southern magnolias i Dack lawn has two huge black walnut trees 
and a large pecan tre€ . 
Orig inal hou~e had we rooms ",~ith B. ha ll bct\o.'ecn thelll. The chimneys are in these original 

roo1llB. Two rooms. two baths and two enclosed porches have been added t o R.ccommodat p th(> r.r oo..:in~ 
f emilies and changing t~es . Center hall was encl osed t o make a room. 

01 an adJitional sheet m..1.ke a sketch of the fl oor plan of the building, showing 
dimens jons if possible . Ske tches of floor plans ere encl ose rl . 
nils IS NOT REQUIRED! 



DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

STRUCTURE: en a separa te sheet of paper give a compl ete as possible verbal description 
of t he s tnlc ture . (See examples) 

OBJECT: 

SITE : 

en a separate sheet of paper give a comple te as possible verbal description 
of the object. (See exampl es) 

On a separate sheet of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the sit e is believed to have looked during its period of importance . 

DfSTRlcr: On a separate sheet of paper give a general description o£ the district. Also 
needed is a numbered list of the str~ctures in the distEict .corresponding to 
the sketch map. 'This listing should include a name for the s tructure, a date 
of construction, a brief description, a stat ement of why the s tructure is 
significant, if it i s . 

*A ~IAP WIlli 11iE I.ANlX>IARJ( MA.RKEIJ AND Pl-KlTOGRAPHS ~UST BE SUINI'ITED WIlli 11ilS FORM" 

?-1ap : A U. S . Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain 
one a coun,ty highway map ma~ be used. 

"ll ,) .. n 

Photogr aphs: Black and white, glossy finish ,S x 7, or 8 x 10, is preferred. 

FORM PREPARED llY 
"0 

Name _5.Mt~.-,-.-,L~.~G~.,-"S:!:c::! • .!.lc=s'!.... ______________ Date February 14, 1986 

Address P. O. Box 197 ~e lephone --"82::;°::;--'4.::.1'-77'--___ _ 
, , , 

Town _~A~I£.~x~.n~~~r~i~A~.~A~I~.£ba~m~~~3~!~2~S£0 _______________________ _ 

Organization Variosa Club 

For Alab<lm1 His torical Ccmnission use only 
, 

STAFF mMENfS: 
1 

v 
, 

U. T. N. Refe rence 
Gone - -rasting - - - i'JOTthing- - -

" lne~'tic C~tegory _____________________________ ___ 

Added to AlAJlJIMA REG ISTER _______________________ _ 

NATIONAL REGISrER Potential 

'" 

1 



• 

HISTffiY OP THE MARGARET WOOORUFF LIlIRARY 

ALEXANDRIA. AlABAMA 

The idea of a public library for the rural community of Alexandria was conceived 

by Hiss Margaret Woodruff i n 1913 at the organization of the Varies. Club. When Hiss 

Woodruf f died. the followinc March, her desire for a library was intensified. Mrs. 

H. T. Green donated land on which to build a library. The community raised funds for 

the building thr ough bazaars. socials, and public donations. The opening of the first 

free public library in Calhoun County was Aucust 26 , 1915 when a book shower was held 

in the newly cons tructed building. 

The library was maintained by the ladies of the Varioes Club until 1950. 3ecause 

of the Book Mobile and the school libraries I there was little use of the Margaret 

Woodruff Library. It was decided to expand the library building i nt o a community 

center. The Vari08a Club was in the process of raising funds and mnking plons when 

a l ocal public-spirited citizen passed &Way. Hr. Fred Martin's will stipul ated that 

i f the Variosa Club paid $1 , 000 into his esta te ond deeded the Margaret ~oodruff Library 

to the Alexandria United Methodist Church, hie h~e (one of the oldest homes in Alexandria) 

wou l d be deeded to the Varioss Club to be msintained and us ed as a community center. 

The library was moved about one-half a block t o the r ear of t he chur ch, and was 

used as a Sunday School building until the sUmmer of 1978 . At that time the library 

building was of fered back to the Var i 03 8 Cl ub provided i t W85 moved from church property. 

The V .. riosa Club and int erested citizens of the community wanted to preserve the building , 

so aiain i t was moved acros~ t he street to the &rounds of the Veriosa Club House grounds. 

Thi& is the present location. The l Ad ies of the club are in the pr ocess of r es t oring 

t he build1njl; on this site .. 
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