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B DESCRIPTION 

...x.::XCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_ fAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

K.ALTEAEO 

CHECK ONE 

X.OAIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OATC' ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Parker Memorial Baptist Church in Anniston is a large masonry 
structure built in a late Uictorian Gothic style. The exterior 1s 
of randomly coursed native pink sandstone with belt courses, sills, 
coping and steps of Kentucky blue stone . 

The arched main entrance to the building is found in the north
west corner tower. The door gives access to an interior staircase 
hall leading to the vestibule from which entrance is gained into the 
main sanctuary. The sanctuary measures 45 x 78 feet and is entered 
through three sets of double doors . 

The sanctuary's ceiling is supported by a series of 14 trusses, 
the largest having a span of 63 feet. The trusses rest on wooden 
pilasters at the walls which descend to the sanctuary floor. The large 
interior space is lighted by a massive pointed arched stained glass 
multi-paneled window topped with a six-pointed star design . Remaining 
windows in the church are varying sizes of narrow pointed arches, all 
filled with stained glass . 

The most imposing feature of the building is the 157 foot cor ner 
tower with spire . The tower has two se t s of massive doors with arches 
resting on short recessed columns. Over the arches are carved spandrels 
bearing the words "Parker Memorial" in bas relief . Nea r the tower's top, 
found one per side, are four oriel balconies, each topped with a set of 
the narrow pointed open arches. Above the freize and cornice rises the 
spire, each side pierced by a small gabled dormer. The 12th Street tower 
is similar in design and style to the taller tower, but measures 80 feet 
1n height. 

Since the original construction, a two-story Sunday School building 
and an educational building was completed adjacent to the church. Com
patible materials were used in the construction. The original church 
building remains today very near to its original condition. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PAEHISTOHIC -ARCHEULUliY· PA EHISTORIC _ COMM UNITY PlANNING _ LANDSCA PE A RCHITECTURE ~RELlGION 
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_ 1500- ' 599 ---AG RICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _ LITER ATU RE 

_ 1500· 1699 .!ARCHITECTURE _ EDUCA TION _ MllITAR V 

_ 1100- 1199 ---ART _ENGINEERI NG _ M USIC 

X 1100- 1899 _ COMM ERCE _ EXPLOAATlON/ SenLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ ' 900 _ COMM UNICA TIONS ~NOUSTRY _ POUTICS/GOVERNM ENT 

_ 'NVEN TION 

SPECIFI C DATES 1891 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ SCIEN CE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIA V HUMANlTARIA N 

_ THEATER 

_ TAANSPQATATIQN 

_ OTHER i SPECIFY) 

The Baptist Church which eventually became Parker Memorial 
was organized 1n Anniston 1n 1887, and was called the Second Bap~ 
tist Church. 

The church was later re-named 12th Street Baptist when its 
location was changed to t hat of the present building . Its third 
and last name. Parker Memorial, was given in 1889 when Duncan T. 
Parker financed the construction of a new building in memory of his 
wife and 90n. 

Duncan T. Parker, known as a pioneer of development in Anniston, 
came from Mobile to ¢he area in the late 1800's. He was active in 
banking and was responsible for the establishment of Anniston ' s First 
National Bank. 

In 1889. Parker 's son died at the age of 13 . 
Parker ' s wife died. Shortly thereafter, he began 
new church in joint memory of the two. 

Within a few weeks, 
construction of the 

Parker died shortly after construction was begun, but left in
structions with his three daughters for the building's completion. 
The church was completed at a cost of $75.000, and dedication services 
were held March 29, 1891. At the time of the dedica tion, a parsonage 
was under construction on an adjacent lot bringing the total cost in 
1891 of the church, grounds and other improvements to $100.000. 

• 
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~GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY Less than one 

OUAORANGLE NAME Anniston ------------------ QUADRAJ<lGLE SC .... l.E 1 : 24. 000 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FD A PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COU NTY CODE 

STATE CODE COU NTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mrs . Margery J . Sprayberry , Secretary 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Parker Memorial Baptist Church 6/81 
STRHT" NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1302 Kilby Terrace 237-0053 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Anniston Alabama 36201 

Em FOR ALABAMA HISTORICAL lX./·NISSION USE ONLY 
David W. Baldwin Staff ~leITl>er ____________________________ _ 

ADDill ___________________________ NwMer ________________ _ 

Architecture , Society- Religion Thematic Category ____________________________ __ 

Nat ional ~egister Potential 

Added t9 Nat ional Register ________________________ _ 
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STAT~ OF ALABAMA 

ALABA.l>IA HISTORICAL Cmu.llSSION 
72S ~10NROE STREET 

~lONTGOMERY . ALABMlA 36130 
PIIONE: 832-6621 

ALABAHA REG I ST ER OF LAND~lARK S AND Il ERITAG E 
Nomina t ion Form 

CDJNTY CALHOUN 

NAME: Fresent Parker Hemorial Baptist Ch .Historic Twelf+'o Street Sa ti s t Ch-

LOCATION: Street and Number --'1"2"'0"S'-lQ"u"i"n,.,t"a"r"d'--'A"v"e"n"u,,e'-_____________ _ 

Town (Give directions ir rural) ---,J\n"",n,,-~,,' s"-t,,,o,,-n'-'.L' ~A"-1"a",b",a,,,m",a,,---_,,-36=2,,-0=-2 ______ _ 

• A ~IAP IVl'IH 11lE LANIJ-IARK ~1J\RKED MUST BE SUR'HTrED Wl'IH Till S HJIlN* 

CATEGOHY: Building (X) Structure ( ) Object ( ) Site () Dj s trl ~t ) 

USE : Prescnt Church 
~~------------

Historic _C=hu=rc::ch~,--________ _ 

!lI>MiRSIl IP: Public ( ) Private (x) 

Owner ' s Name PARKER MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH , INC . 

Mailing Address P.O . BOX 2104 

ANNISTON . ALABAMA 36202 

INTEGRITY : Original Site (X) Mc>voci ( ) When? 

From where? (Give ~etail s in signif It.:JnCi.' . J 

COW I Tla-lS: Excellent ( X) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( ) 

nUlF.ATS: No ( Xl Yes ( ) By What? 

IlESTOI~\T10N WORK: Being cons ide r ed ( ) Undcruay ( ) Completed ( ) Not p lanlll.:d ; 

SUJ<ROUNUING ENVIIl!N>'ENT: ()pcn land ( ) Woru land ( ) Sco ttered buildings, ; 
High building density ( ) Comne rc i:.J1 (X) Indu!itn I l 
Hcs identia l (X) Rural ( ) 

ACTeage 3 !..i Acres ( all o f site) 

(;01' aU categories other than a di s trict and object give a s ite plan with a I\orth an ,Iv 

Show Te latcd buildings . 

Fo r a district give a verbal boundary description and attach a sketch IIt..1p 01· til ..... lli:-l J 



;N '" I CAl',CL: 

\hy i. 5 tlri s l ;mdlllark significant? (x ; 

(x ) 
( ) 

associ<Jled with events. persons, or movement s 
Loca l (x) State (x) National ( ) 

a good example of a type or s tyle of strucrure 
other 

i.'tp ldin: (Urjcily state why the above js true) Because of its Architectural Des ign 

and structura l materials. 

Jau.: of Cons truction or Period of major importance . Began on July 3 , 1888 

\rchitect or Builder (Give name and biographies, if known) 

George H. Kener l y , original building architect. 

J~V(' (I conq1 I ete but concise history of the Landmark . Include infolTnation on tmport:mt 
?<.;ople and CVCllts associated with the landmark. (USE ADDITI()IlAL StIEJ.:-rS IF NECESSARY) 

See Attached Copy 

:irate sources of infonnation, g~vlng full bibliogTaphical data : From Newspaper clippings, 
and pamphlets , minutes of church , all papers kept in our church safe . 

PI KlTOGMPIIS or 11JE U\NJl.1MK ~lJST BE SUllMI1TED WI'I1I llIIS FOR!<1. 

~mplctc as dj rected below [or each category. 

IUllNG: 

~lDllbcr of s tol"ies _-'t"h"r"'e"'e=--__ Foundation _-"X ____ _ Basement ------x 

va] l r.1:.1 teT lal : (Note changes from one floor or wing to another) 
(cl:tpboard, brick, s tone, wood s hingle , board and batton, stucco over 
wood or brick, metal , 10t~s) , 

Plaster, Masonery & Steel . 

::itl"uc turaJ Sys tem: (If knOhTI) 
l~ooJ (rallle (J LoaJ-bearing masonry ( Xl Iron or Steel (X) 



DESOUPTlON (Continued) 

Roof lYre : IlGahlc) Gambrel, ~hnsard, Flat, Hipped,Combination) 

Roof Covering : (Wood shingle,[ASpha1!l Tile, Metal, Slate). 

Roof Trim: Qg§rnices) bargeboard, bracket s, e tc.) 

Porches : Front (type and description) __ N_:_A ___________ _ __ • _ _ 

Rear ( type and description) _...:N.:...:.;A.:..'-_____________ . __ _ 

Side ( type and description) _...:N.:...:.;A.:..'-________________ _ 

Doors : Main entrance (location, description) Qui ntard Avenue 

Other entrances (location, descriptioa) Twelfth Street 

Windows : Types and number of each floor of facade Gothic , Stained Glass & S t ee l Casem 

Types and number per floor for sides and rear Numerous 

Interior: Describe mantels, s tairways, wa i nscoting, j>las terwork and any unusual (catuTt.:s . 

sanctuary has open Gothic Trusses of Cut Kentucky Blue Stone Wood 

Other: Usc this space to describe any additions. alterations, outbuildings or o the r 
features of the structure and its surrOlUldings. 

Hand cut Native Pink Sandstone f r o m local quarry- Broken Ashlac laid in 

Portland cement. 

01 an additional sheet make a sketch of the f l oor plan of the bui lding, showing 
dimensions if possible . See Attached Brochure 
1111S IS NOT REQUIRED! 
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I IL!::iLi{IP'111)~ (ContinueJJ 

.~;·mUC'I1JRI: : O'I:t ~(.'par3tc :;hcct of paper g i ve a compl e t e as poss i ble verca l dC5cr i .1 t ,-on 
of the s truc ture. (Sec examples) 

(lijJ H : r: On a scpa rute sheet of paper give a compl e t e as possible ve rbal descri pt i on 
o C t he objec t . . (See eX:lJuples) 

SITI:: Un ~I ~ epaTJtc shee t of paper give the pr.::sent descrj pti on of th~ s itL' tnti 
110" LlII . .: sj tc 1 S be] ievell to have l ooked during it::. pe ri od oC i nlpor LdIlc(' , 

(Al a scpar<Jtc s lu.!ct o ( paper !.lVC a general descri ption of the dl s tricL. .\ls. 
needeJ b a numbe red J l :,l 0( the s tructures in the dis tric t cor re!>jJlmdlng to 
t he s ke tc h 1I\"'1p . '0115 li s ting should inc lude a nrune for t he s truc ture , .1 uale 
of LonSl ruc tlon . ;'l brief c.cscription, a s tatement of why the s trut.: ture J5 
s.Lgn.1 fj c~t . if i t is . 

*A W,I' 1>1'11 1 111E UlNIl-,IRK MARKEll ,\ND PIIOTOGRAPILS /-usr BE SUl!>IlTI'I:.D WITII 111l S FOrJ-l* 

Mlp: ;\ U. S . Geo l ogica l Survey Map i s pre fe rred , but j f you are unable to obwJIl 
l\:lC Do COWl ty hi.ghway m:lp nuy be used . 

Photol: rJphs: lUack and white . glossy f inish,S x 7 . or 8 x 10 . i s pre ferred . 

FORM l'I{EI'AREil BY 

N.:unc Mrs . Ma rgery ~prayberry (Cbureh See l y ) Date June 19 81 

AlhlTc~ s ~1,,3:.:0:.:2=------,Kc.'=-' =-l :::bLy--=T-=e:.:r:.:r"a"c"e=--_, _________ Te l cphone 2 J 7_'_' O~O:.:5:.:3 ___ _ 

TO\'. 11 Anni s t o n , ALA. 36 20 1 

MEMORIAL BAPTI ST CHURCH ()): g.lnL.lt ::'on for PARKER 

J~~ O_~«·, "£1. <.. c..~ 
'I/., IJl'cj"" l't,- A 

hJl' alxulI:.1 lli :; t oricul CommissJon use only 

ST,\H lUNEIH S : 

~'\I' RLI UU;NCE: ~IAP -----------------------------------------
U. I. M. Rt; [ ert:: ncc 

- N"oTtlUng- - -

'nwmali~ CJ l egory ________________________ _____ __ 

AJdl'd t o AlJ\IW~1 RECISll-:R _________ _______________ _ 

N.\ J'!DI\.\L REG l S'J'I.R Potenti a] 
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