
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Sta t e Historic Prese rvation Office 
Pre lim ina ry Information Form 

The Prellmlmry Information Form (PlF) is used by the Abbam;a Hiltorlal Commission (AHC) to aid in the evaluation of 
properties for listing In the Ab.balN Register of undmarks & Hltritage. The PlF Is not an application to nomlnlotl!; a 
property for J1 stlng in the register: It is only used for judging eligibility. Ustlng;ll property requires In-depth resurch on part 
of the ~plicant. AHC suff will determine if a property is e ligible before time, effort ;and cost are ell:pended. Alter a PlF Is 
received, AHC staff will review and evaluate the property as el igible or not eligible for the Alabama Register. Multiple 
photographs of the exterior and interior of the building are REQUIRED for suff to review a PIF. If eligible. an Alabama 
Register nomination will be sent to you to begin the second stage of the registration process. If you would like w nominate 
a cemetery to the Alabama HIstoric Cemetery Register, do not fill out this form. Instead. contact lee Anne Wofford (see 
contact Info on the bottom of th is page) or visit our website at hup:llpreserve3la.orglcemeteryprograms.aspx 

Harmon Farmhouse 

Scheider Historic LLe 

Replacement porch, ca. 2000 

Please see attached 

Induded to fa irly 
no t accepted) 

, , 

Return t his Form....,d Attu hmenu to: 
Alabama Historical Commlnion 

Attn: Lee Anne W offord 
468 S. Perry Stree t 

Montgomery, Alabam a 16 110·0900 
)),4 n O·1659 

_ . reserveala.or 

Chambers 

256-310-6320 

Anniston. 36207 

Documented, See Attached ,. 

. , 
lb.. , finish. or 



location: 

Significance 

Harmon Farmhouse 
34034 us Hignway 431 , Welch Community, Chambers County 

34034 US Highway 431 , Welch Community (Roanoke PO). 
Chambers County 
UTM: 16/653873 E 13663943 N 
USGS Quad: Five Points 
Section 4. Township 24N, Range 27E 

The Harmon Farmhouse, constructed circa 1875, is architecturally significant as a good 
example of a modest post-Civil War Chambers County farmhouse. The house is 
representative of a third generation dogtrot form dwelling and is relatively unaltered. 

Narrative history 

Design and architectural details suggest that the house was constructed circa 1675. Due 
to budget limitations of this project, a search of the property title was only able to trace 
the ownership back to 1956 when the property consisted of an assemblage of three 
formerly separate farms: "The Muldrew Place or farm , ~ ~The Buckalew land," and the 
"lee Place or Farm .~1 The latter appears from circumstantial evidence to be the subject 
property. Pierce lee purchased the 144-acre "Willis Jordan place- from the estate of 
John T. lee in 1926.2 The 1956 transfer records the property as conta ining 145 acres. A 
1924 obituary for Willis N. Jordan indicates that he had lived for many years on a fa rm 
three miles south of Roanoke.3 Jordan is listed in the 1900 census living in the Hickory 
Flat census district and that district included this area. 

Jordan was born in Georgia in 1852 and died in Randolph County, Alabama, on 
December 5, 1924. He was married to Harriet Jane Arnelt and the couple had four 
children . Harriett died on April 2, 1666." The 1910 census lists W.N. Jordan , age 57, as a 
salesman in a dry goods store living in l anett with his wife Catherine. By 1920, the 
census lists Jordan, age 67, living with then wife Mary in lanett. Willis is not listed in 
Chambers County in 1660, although other Jordans from Georgia are recorded at Hickory 
Flat . 

The property was acquired by Orner Harmon some time in the early 20th cen tury. Afte r 
Orner's death, his mother, Claudia Bell Harmon, and brother Arvin transferred ownership 
to Annice W. Harmon.s Annice Wheeler Harmon sold the property to Jim & Gwendolyn 
Murr on September 11, 1970. Accord ing to Mrs. Murr, Ms. Harmon lived in Roanoke. 
Her African-American housekeeper, Mae Allen , was living in the house at the time they 

1 Cnambers County Judge of Probate, l afayette, Alabama, Deed Book 132. page 517, an extensive searcn 
of the deecl lndex books fa iled to identify a transfer of tne property to O. l. Harmon. 
2 ' Jonn T. lee Estate is Settles," The Roanoke Leader, August 1926 
" Deatn or Mr. \Nillis N. Jordan last Friday ,' The Roanoke Leader, December 10, 1924 . 
• Margaret Parker Milford & Eleanor Oavis Scott, ed., A Survey of Cemeteries in Chambers Counly 
~Huguley . Al' Genealogical ROVing Press, 1983). p. 143. 

Deed book 132, P 517. 
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acquired the property and had been doing so as long as anyone could remember.6 Mae 
walked back and forth to Roanoke each day to work for Ms. Harmon. 

The Murrs sold the property to its current owners, Jimmie L. and Betty Moore in 1979.7 

The Wetch Community is a rural crossroads located approximately for miles south of 
Roanoke along U.S. Highway 431 at its intersection with Chambers County Road 276. A 
Post Office was established here in 18B1 and it operated until 1933. At one time, at least 
two stores were located at the crossroads, with houses scattered in the immediate 
vicinity. A school was located in the community in the early 20'" century but it closed in 
1926 when it consolidated with the school at Five Points. The community historically had 
separate churches for its white and African·American residents.s The Central of Georgia 
railroad , now abandoned, ran parallel to the west side of the present-day highway. The 
highway itself originally ran through the community along the west side of the ra ilroad. 

Description 

The Harmon Farmhouse is a one-story frame third generation dogtrot form dwelling with 
a high-pitched side-gable V-crimped metal roof. The house has a boxed cornice with 
returns , flanking exterior end brick chimneys on low stone bases, and a stone pier 
foundation . The house faces southwest and has a three by two bay core with a full·width 
rear shed extension. A less than full fayade shed porch with wood posts is modern (ca. 
2000). The fayade has a central entrance flanked to either side by single wooden 4/4/4 
triple hung sash windows. The entrance opening has seen at least two generations of 
blocking down and has a modern wood door. The north elevation of the core has similar 
windows flanking a chimney with a small loft window at the attic level with a vertical 
board shutter. A sing le replacement window (ca. 1950) centered within a partially infilled 
window opening similar to those at the core is centered at the rear extension. The south 
elevation of the core is similar and the rear extension has no openings. The rear 
elevation has an entrance at its northern bay that is flanked to the south by a small 
window opening with no sash and a single 6/6 wood double hung sash window. Exterior 
weatherboard siding boards have beveled edges. 

The interior plan of the core consists of a formerly open dogtrot flanked to either side by 
sing le rooms. The rear shed extensions each contain a single room separated by an 
extension to the dogtrot. The southern room has an exposed ceiling and exposed walls . 
Remaining rooms have flush tongue and groove board ceiling and wall finishes. Interior 
walls al the dogtrot are finished with weatherboard siding. Wood floors are exposed 
throughout. Each of the rooms at the core retains a simple wood mantelpiece. 

Construction and design details indicate that the core of the house and perhaps the shed 
room at the north side of the rear were constructed at the same time, circa 1675. 
Simultaneous construction is suggested by the lack of a vertical break between the two 
sections and the similarity between its historic window openings. The southern shed 

8 Interview, Mrs. James MUfr, Welch, Alabama, March 25, 2011 . 
7 Deed book 0 224, p. 629. 
e Margaret Keelen Newman, There to Here and Here 10 There' A Travel Guide 10 Chambers County. 

Alabama. (N P.: By the author, 1996), pp 85-86 
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room was likely added in the late 19th to early 20th century. The intermediate dogtrot 
extension is something of a mystery, as it is separated from the south extension by a 
vertical corner board. No similar board is found at the north extension, although there is 
a clear break in the siding at the upper level of the elevation. This could indicate that the 
dogtrot extension was originally open to the east and that the end wall was added later. 
The ghost of a possible shed roof along the core at this area suggests that a shed porch 
may have originally been located at this space. The presence of exterior siding within the 
dogtrot at the core suggests that it was originally open, although there is no evidence 
that its end walls have been modified. Both ends have door openings that were blocked 
down in size at a later date, suggesting that the door openings may have originally not 
contained doors. 

The building is in generally fair condition. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
Scaled Drawing. Electronically Reduced, See Graphic Scale 
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