
Alabama Register 
Property Information 

1. Name 

histone JOE LEWIS BIRTHPLACE 

anGlor common TURNER SHEALY " S HOYSE 

2. Location 

• 

I.ll>.;> 

'0" 

,treel & numca, 11 58 COUNTY ROAD 488 DIRECTIONS ATTACHED 

citv. town APPROX . 5 MILES VIClnrtv of LAFAYETTE 

st:lI1e ALABAMA CDu nrv 
CHA MBERS 

3. Classification 
c.'."o,... Own.'!ln'D 

dlstnct __ ,UCIIC 

T culio inq(si ....K : n v.1I ce 
_ .structure __ :Oln 

St. IUS Pre,ent Us. 
~ oC=~=lea ....x.. agneUlture: _mus.um 
_ :.:noc=:.:cr.o __ commerCr3! _ ;ar. 
_ ,.,Of" In c: rc:qress __ edUCational Jl. ,nv.I. reSIDence 

__ 'Ite PUblic ACQuisition .1eeesslol. _ enten311nmenl _ : e Il9 IOUS 

_ :lO lecl __ ! !1 croces, ~ '(es : resttre:eo __ qavemment _ $c:entlfie 
_ :elng e:n!lIcereo _ '{ !!!S : unt.stnc:eo __ inaustrral _ :ransoonauon 

_~o _m,lit3rv _ other: 

4. Owner of Property 

nJlme ARTHUR SHEALY POWER OF ATTORNEY 

sir •• , & numca, ROUTE /I 3 BOX 245 

Cltv. :o ..... n LAFAYETTE -=x- 'IICII'':ItV 01 
AT 'Pi»" 36W6::l 

!5. Please use space below to s ketch floor plan/site plana 

ATTACHED 

• 



--~~--~~-----------------------------------------. . 6. Description 

Condition 
_ .. " tten1 
_0·00 
..JL fair 

Check on_ 
_ d.tenor.t~ _ !,maLterRd 
_ ru ins 1 altered 
_ uneIgOsltd 

Check on_ 
~ ongln.1 Site 
_ moved dale SUMMER, 1 992 

D •• eribe the pre."" and orig inal (I f known I physical app •• rance 

This one story house is on a foundation of approximately twenty 
fieldstone piers. A few concrete blocks offer reenforcement 

to the sills . The original wood frame i s covered with asphalt 
siding and aluminumsiding. 

The original house was of the dogtrot style with a chimney on 
either end . The chimney on the right , crumbled. The chimney on 
the left received an addition of a brick stem in 1910 . The front 
porch was a later addition- The kitchen was added first, and 
then the back bedroom . The ba t h r oom and back porch were added 
in the 60's . It is assumed that at the same time aluminum siding 
was placed over asphalt siding . 

The house has a new front door and most of the windows have been 
replaced . Linoleum has been put over the pine floor . The walls 
are pine siding and sheetrock . The asphalt shingled roof has 
no gutters . 

The house seems solid and to the naked eye there appears to be 
no damage to the original weatherboards. 



7. Significance 

. Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ IS00-1599 
_1151»-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Specific dat •• 

A ..... of Sl1Inificance-Check and justify belaw 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning __ l.andscape arehilKtUte _ rel ig ion 
_ archeology-historu: _ conservetion __ raw __ seience 
_ .1Igricultur. _ ~onomics __ llter1ltur. _ SCl.lIC)tur. 
__ architecture _ education __ military _ sociaU 
_ an _ englnHrlng __ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ explorltiol1lsettlement __ philosophy _ th •• tar 
_ communications _ industry __ po liticS/government _ transportation 

_ Inventfo~ . ,SIGNIFICANT PERSON ...;!....Orher (specdy) 

1 914 Builde r/Arehite ct PETER" SHEALY 
Statement of Significance (in one p.1I,.1Igril.ph) 

This house is significant as the birthplace of J oe Louis Barrow 
in 1914 . Joe Louis was the most f amous black man of his era . His 
skill as a boxer drew worldwide Pttention and helped bring respec tability 
t o the sport . His athletic ability and his demeanor helped pave the 
way for all blacks in sports . During World War II , Joe Louis donated 
prize money fr om matches to t he war effort . 
Joe ' s f amily moved to Detroit in 1926 . This is the only known 
building which symbolizes his early years in Chambers County . 
Joe Louis made a great contribution toward furthering Civil Rights ~n 
the armed forces. 

Constructed in 1889 by Peter Shealy , who " passed through slavery" , 
this f ol k house was orLninally a framed-up dogtrot on fieldstone piers . 
The 120 acre farm on which Peter built his house was purchased 
for $5 . 00 an acre from Solan 8ell, a plantation owner , who "hi r ed 
out " Peter from "Maste r Shealy ", prior to the War Between The States . 
Peter worked for Solan Bell until he saved the money to b uy property . 
After his death in 19 14 , J oe Louis was born in the house when his Mother , 
Lili , moved in to "make the crops " . Subsequent additions include 

a kitchen , a bedroom , porches and a bath . Siding was placed ove 
the weatherboards in the 40 ' s . The o riginal fieldstones support 
the sills with the help of concrete blocks . 

This nomination is a first effort of the Chat t ahoochee Valley Historical 
Society and t he Fort Tyler Association to recognize the birthplace of 
Joe Louis. A five year plan has been deve loped with the anticipation 
that t he Joe Louis project will generate an in t erest in African
American history in this region . The strategy , is as follows: 
In 1992 , prepare a nomination for t he Alabama Register; _in 1993, 

ask Civic Clubs and other organizations to purchase _an Historical 
Marker , sponsored by the Hi storic Chattahoochee Commission; in 1994 , 
nominate the property to the Na ticnal Regi s ter; in 1995 , display 

an exhibit on Joe Louis at the Fort Tyler Museum; in 1996 , determine 
the f easibility of acquiring the property for a house museum . 



8. Major Bibliographical References 

attached 

9. Geographical Data 
Ac: .... g. of nomlnatea proaeny 33 acres 

auaorangl. "erne Tax Map Inclosed 

V.rD.' bound.ry d •• crlpt ion ana jusll t ication 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/tltle Margaret Zachry . Pres jdent 

Quaorang le scale 

~o~~~.~n'~Z!'!~lo~n~ __ IF~Q~rJt~T~y~!Ue~r~'Asssscc£c~i ~a~t~i~c~n~ __________ ~d~.!~' __ -S5QQ~p~tQmber 20. 1992 

str.et & numDer 4 03 Ayenue C teJeonone 706 6436323 

city o r town West Point sta tl! Georg i a 3 '833 

1 1. please submit color slides of the property wi t h t his form . 

Slides from Carl Summers , President 
Chattahoochee Valley Historical Society 

12. P l e a se re t.urn ALABAMA RECISTE:R form t.o: 

lal~b~t COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130 

" 





# 2---LOCATION 

From the Square in downtown LaFayette go to Highway 50 . After 
you have traveled 4 . 4 miles turn right at the Victory By Faith 
Ministries , go 1 . 2 miles (paved r oad turns into a dirt road) . 
Turn left and go . 3 of a mile . The farm is on the right. 



· . 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Sa r r ow , Joe Le w i 5 ( Jr . ) ~J;;O"e~L:,O=-"U""i;-;s",,,s,<-,,o-,y,,e,,a,,,r,-,,S..:.A,,n!....:A,,,m=e,,r.;i,,c,,a"n"-"H"e"r,,,o 
McGraw Hill , New York , 1988 pp . 21-23 

Louis , Joe My Life story 
1947 , reporte d "by Grosset and 

Duell , Sloan , and Pearce , New York 
Dunlap , New York , New York , p.13 . 

Meall , Chris Champion Joe Louis , Black Hero In White America 
Charles Scribner's Sons , 1965 , p . 7 . 

Shealy , Turner , First COllsin , once removed , of Joe Lewis , owner 
of property. Interview by Margaret Zachry, August 22 , 1990 , 
on video tape and available. 


