
STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMM I SSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104 
PHONE: 832- 6621 

ALABMtA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE NOMINATION FORM 

COUNTY __ ~CLh~a~m~b~e~rusL-__________________ ___ 

PRESENT NANE Joe Rabbit House HISTORIC NAME Joe Rabbit House 

LOCATION (S t r eet and number ) ______________________________________________________ _ 

TOWN (Give directions if rural) Approx . l~ milos orr Ala . 50 at LaFayette, .~ .. la . 

PRESENT USE Vacant HISTORIC USE Indian Museawn (Proposed ) 

OWNERSHIP : 

CONDITION : 

I NTEGRI TY : 

THREATS : 

Public ( ) Priva t e ( X ) Public acquisition being consider ed (X) 

OWNER'S NAME Darcey T. Tatum. Jr . 

MAILING ADDRESS 908 . 21st St . South 

BirminshAm. Ala . 35205 

Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fai r ( X ) Ruins ( ) 

Original s ite ex ) Hoved ( ) When? __________________________________ _ 

Fr om where? ______________________________ Give details in Significance 

No ( ) Yes ( X) By what? Vanda] ism and deter1. t1 on 

RESTORATION WORK : Being cons i de red ( X ) Under way ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned ( ) 

SURROUND ING ENVIRONMENT : Open land ( ) Woodland (X ) Scatter ed buildings ( ) 

Highway build ing d ensity ( ) Commerc ial ( ) Industrial ( ) 

Residential ( ) Rural ( X) 

I f the r e a r e numerous buildings in the area, could this structure be part o [ a 
Historic District? Yes 

SI GN I FI CANCE : Why is this impo rta nt ( X ) assoc i ated with even t s , pe r sons, or movements 

Explain : 

Loca l ( 1) State ( » Na t ional ( X) 
( X ) a good exampl e of a type or style of structure 

( X ) other One of the few , eft 1 n Ala. 

This is a prime example of a log , 2 story dwelling, that w~s 
occupied by the 6reek Indians during tho period of around 1875 
to their exodus from Alabama. If is believed that this struct
ure was built during the year 1829 . 



• o~91-__ Da l e of additions 
-~Oh-"""~ 1924 - to b. Torn away 

• !.\"t:' .1 ~· ... 'm!,lct.:- but concise history of the structure . 

8e8 enclosed write - up that appreared in the book: "Pine Log and Greek 
Ravival lt

• 

State source s 0[ infornation for the above: 

DESCRI PTIO~ 

(ro r bridges , trestles , viaducts, tunne l s , ca nal s , rai I ro.1d I ines, ~1 r objects see supplemen t 
:orm I) 

;-!a~c a sketch of 
and north arro\,' . 

the floor plan of the bui l ding, showing dimens i ons . 
AIr: ind i cate f ront of :;t ructure . ):~ 
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DESCRI~TION (Cant i.nued) 

Number o f stories -.Tw,·o~ ____ Foundation Stone piers Basement None 

{"'AL L t-IATERIAL: (Note changes from one floor or wing to ano the r ) 
(clapboar d , brick, stone, wood shingl e , board and batton, stucco ove r won~ 
or brick, metal , logs) PLEASE NOTE TYPE OF BRICK BONDING AND LOG :\OTCHI:\r.. 

Log Over-Lay Corner Construction hewned 

STRUCTURAL SYSTEN (If known) Wood frame( ) Load-bearing masonry ( ) Iron or s t eel ( ) 

ROOF TYPE: (Gab l e, Gamb r el, Mansard , Flat, lIipped, Combination) 

Gable 

ROOF COVERING : {"'ood s hingle (X ) Aspha II ( THe ( ) Netal ( ) Slate ( ) 

ROOF TRUI : (I[ any) None 

CHUtNEYS : (Number , location, and materiaL) 

(Two) Outside rock stack chimneys at each Bable End or House 

PORCIIES JJla!ffj~.~·,!!\·,If.'J.fI' __________ Type n 'I' t b t d 'a ~'r'-~ . -uog- roe we.nownsta rsooms 

Rear __________ Type 

Side __________ Tvpe 

DOORS: Describt: enlranct' unor . 

DI.'sl!rib~' olher doors . Cross brac.d~boards 

1tH:-lDOWS : TYPl'S .tllll Ilum he-r of l'oell floor 

Wood Openings with Shutters. 

INTER lOI{: [}es~-r i be> mantd s , :-;la irt.·.:lYs , w.linscot inf;, pI ilS(C'rI,'ork and un~' unusu.J 1 i ~~,H ur~,.: . 

The aimpliast of board construction. 
Open Tread Stairs with hand-hewnad hand-rail 



DES(RIPTI0~ (Continued) 

0THER : [se this space to describe any additions , alterations . outbu ildings or other 
feat ures of t he structur e and its surroundings . 

I propose to give this structure with some acreas or surrounding 
land to either the County of Chambers or the £hattahochia Historical 
Society with the stipulation that the structure will be restored 
to its original state and for the sole use of an Indian Nuseawn. 

I would like to see the structure restored to appear as it did when 
an Indian actually lived on the land. with its out structures and 
etc . 

*A MAP WITH THE STRUCTURE MARKED Arm PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM. * 

Map : A U.S. Geological Survey Map is preferred, but if you are unable to obtain one 
a county highway map may be used . 

Photographs: Must be black and white, glossy finish and either 5 x 7 or 8 x 10. 

PREPARED BY DATE _________________ _ 

ADDRESS PHONE _________________ _ 

TOWN ORGANIZATION ______________ _ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

Map Reference: Map __________________ Site number __________ __ 

Thematic Category ____________ -,,-_____________________ _ 

Added to ALABM1A REGISTER ____________________________ _ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potent ial 

U T 1'1 

Latitude Longitude 
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JOE HABBIT DAIIDEN HO USE 

The wlUsual Joe Rabbit Oarclcn House is so IUun(-d (ur a slave of the Darden fam ily pl antation, Joe Habbil 
D:trdCIl , who lived here lIlallY years with his family following the War I3ctwccll the States. 

It is a notahle carly type of pionccr house in Chambers County, and (Illite Iikf!ly was hui lt before tile (;ount)' 
was organized ; 11 J833, possibly by u wealthy Indian. It s basic plan is two units of a l>lory Wit! a half each, with 
an opl.:n passageway or dog-trot between, ami an outside stack chimney at each end of the structure. There is a 
su l.:all l..'d "indian cemetery" ncar the house. wllem possibly some " Indians" and 51:1.\'(.'$ arc buried. 

The logs of the house afC hand hewn and s(l',arcd , 12~ or morc wide find ahoul six iudit's thick. The crtlcks 
between tile Jogs on the interior are concealed by hand ri\'rd ba tten hoards appl il'tl horizontally. Each SL'Ction of 
the house has its own stairway to the upp(" r room. 1'111' o ld dog- tmt has 1)C(>11 closed rur Yl·ars. and a door opens 
out of it now. A room and chimncy have OC'CII added :It the other end of this middle passageway. 

The house was on the several thousand acre pl:lI1 ta tioll of Wil liam Cargile Darden (1821-1898), and Caro
line Eliznbeth "Carric" Holstun Darden (1815-193 1), a daugh ter of SW nmore and Statim lIoh,tun, early 
settlers in the coun t)'. After they marric.'ti, they built their home nearer Lara.velte. l ie was a cotton buyer, 
broker and innut'ntial merchant of Wcst I)oinl, Ca. In 1858, he was Judgt= uf the Infuior Court of Troup COUll
ty. li e represented Chambers Count)' in the legislolture. however, ill 1874. 

A SOil, Jolm Bell Darden ( 1875·1937 ), and wife, Ethel XI I..'I7. Darticil ( 1b86· 1953). came back to Chambers 
COllllty to Jive in the Joe Habbit DlIrdcn I louse, Hbout 1924, rcmodd illg it somewhat. They added the room to 
the end or the dog-trot , which gave the front of the house two pon·llL'S. Coullty hl\ assessor at his death, his 
son, Jim Darden, who also li\'ed herl', is prest'ntly (:oullty ta.\" collector. 

To reach the Joe Habbit Dardcn I iouse, tu rn off Alo . 50 to the Idt on 1Il1pu\cd road just befoJ'e crossing 
Kellcm llill C rt'ek, for about l lh miles. TI.e plac..1! ha .. bc..-'Cn 0\\ nc..'(.\ lIy Darcc), T. T .ltum, of LaFayette., Ilhout 
thirty years. 




