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DESCRIB E THE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL ilF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hitchell-\"'ilkerson-Galnes House as it exists today is a 
bNO- story st:I:ucture built in ~ stages . In the original rear sec
tion, dated at 1845- 1850 , the IIDrtise, tenon and peg syste:n of con
struction was used, with hand- hewn timbers . 'This section was of the 
= -up and = -00,,, plan 'nth central hall"ays. Today the house is 
an approximate L-shape due to the early 19005 two-story frame addition 
made at a right angle to its facade . At the same time, a full-width 
front porth and porte cochere were added . The porch ' s flat roof with 
balustrade atop is supported by rOLmd cohmns resting on bricl( piers. 
The main entrance is a single- leaf door with large gl ass pane , and 
all windows are 2/2 double-hung sash. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ll1e I'litchell-Wilkerson-Gaines House in LaFayette is sig
nificant through its associations with various locally praninent 
Chambers County families . The house as it was originally constructed 
in 1845-1850 was of the familiar two- up and two- down plan with cen
tral hallways and an end-exterior chinney at each end. 

Robert and Jane l"Iitchell mst likely built the house and were 
living there in 1860 , as Jane Mitchell was an early owner of the 
property. Around 1879 , the property "as purchased by Henry L. 
Wilkerson and his wile Catherine . Wilkerson was a local dry goods 
rrerchant and Mrs . Wilkerson was the daughter of John C. Towles, an 
early settler of LaFayette. Mrs . Wilkerson sold the property to 
Elizabeth Tucker in 1894. 

The next owners were !)r . Williaru D. Gaines and Leila Tucker 
Gaines . They added the new front lawer and upper rcx:ms and the 
front porch. A date , 1913 , made of tiles embedded in the drive
way indicates the approximate time of the additions . 'The original 
stai1:way and the wide floor boards of the original upstairs rear 
portion of the building remain, as does a rear detached kitchen . 
Gaines was a leading LaFayette physician . and was responsible for 
establishing the tCMn ' s first hospital . 

The property passed fran lJr . Gaines ' second wife . Hel en Rob
:inson Gaines. to the present CJNners . 
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