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[! OESCRIPTION 

CONDLTLON 

OIEIC .. ,.1i TI-IE: P R .... O:NT AND O,.'GINAL. (Utnown) ..... vlle ... 1.. ..... P E .. R ... NCE 

This building has changed very little in appearance since its con
s truction . It is of wood cons truction a od ha 5 a ga bled roof. Six Ionic 
Capital Columns support the adorned portico . Three small, square 
windows are built into the portico . 

The entrance way 1s a double door with a square transom. Large 
windows can be seen on each side of the entrance way. All windows 
1n the building are of the same design; a tria ngulated, eight-light 
window panel of star design . 

The foundation of the building 1s of brick and 1s constructed in a 
checkerboard pattern. Stone steps lead to the front entrance . 
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ti3 : SIGNIF !CA NC E 

o P,.-Columb,an : o 16.10 C.nr ... ,y o lB.h C .. n'u'~ 5{] 20lh C .. " Iu,y 

o 151h C.~'u'y o 17.1. C.nlu'~ o 191h C."I",y 

I P ltc'''' c: 0.0 TEll' (II .IIppl/c.bI •• nd Knowrt) Deed Dated ulv 6 1908 
A"'''A '' OF 5 ' CON'f"CANCE (Ch.c/r One or Mo, • •• .II PP' Op,I.'e) 

... bo.lglnal 0 Educallon 0 PoHlical o U.ban Plonnlng 

0 P,.hl .'o,lc o E"gin .... lng ISl fhllgian! Ph,. o 0, ... , (Sp.,d(y) 

o Hlora.ic 0 IndUIl<Y 101"p"y 

0 "'1l.l cullu" 0 In~.n'i o" 0 ser.nco 

0 "',chlt.c,u,. 0 La.,d.capo 0 Sculp'u,. 

0 ." ... 'c .. I •• c ..... 0 Sacral/Hurnon _ 

0 Commorc. 0 Lit.,alu,. "a,jan 

0 Communication. 0 Mi ll.o'y 0 Thoa'., 

0 C""".,volion 0 M .... lc 0 T'an.po,lo. lon 

I TATIDooENT Of" 5'CON'''ICANC l; 

Dr : David Marx , of Atlanta, dedicated the Temple in 1909. The 
1a nd wa s dona ted by Mrs . Betty Merz Heyma n . The la nd wa s originally 
a part of he r garden. The deed 1s dated July 6, 1908 , and is unique 
in tha t it is not made out to the Temple , but to three Trustees . The 
property is conve yed as the site for the Jewish Congregation of West 
Point , Georgi<l and Lanett, Alabama, and for religious and charitable 
purposes in conne ction with it . The title was to remain in the name 
of the Trustees during the ir lifetime , and upon the death of any said 
Trustee, the survivors were to name a successor in orde r that there 
would always be three Trustees in posseSSion and control of the 
property . The deed also states that in the event tha t the use of this 
property for the religious and charitable purposes shall cease , dis 
continue, or be abandoned, it shall revert to Mrs . Betty Merz Heyman 
or her heirs . 

In 1946, the late Bertha Heyman deeded about 27 feet of additional 
property to the rear of the Temple in the event the members might 
desire to build an addition to the Temple . r 

At the dedication in 1909 , a Minute Book was started . It includes 
a list of local friends who contributed to the building fund . 

Temple 8eth- El was a member of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congrega tions . 

Today, the Temple is no longer in use . The Torah (the five books 
of Moses, handwritte n in Hebrew on parchment scrolls and kept in 
an Ark), the Eternal Light , the seven branch Menorah , prayer books 
a nd other articles have been taken to the Temple in Columbus, Ga . 
Some of the records are located at Cohen' s Store , U . S . 29 , Lanett , 
Alabama . They are in the possession of Mr . Jimmy Maxwell. 
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Informa tion provided by Mrs . Virginia Smith , November 27, 1973 . 
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