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"A MAP WITH THE LANlMARK MARKED MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM" 

CATEGORY: Building (j) Structure ( ) Obj ect () Site () District ( ) 
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( ) other 
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Wall Material: ~ »~es from one floor or wing to anoTh •• 1 -

~boac" brick, stone, wood shingle,<hOardQI bat'tnnJ stucco over 
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Structural System: (I~ e:own) 
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DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

Roof Type: ~Gambrel , Mansard, Fl at , Hipped,Combination) 

Roof Covering: (Wood shingle, Asphalt, Tile@) Slate). 

Roof Trim: c¢Orni~bargebOard, brackets, etc.) 
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other entrances (location, description) 

~ ~ IN-, ~ f4'LV- ~ h~ ~ tO~ ~~_ 
Windows:~~~~~E ~ ~r~a~ ~f ~ ~ 
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Interior: Describe mantels, stairways, wainscoting, plasterwork and any unusual features. 
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STRUCTURE : On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the structure . (See examples) 

OBJECT: On a separate sheet of paper give a complete as possible verbal description 
of the object. (See examples) 

SITE : On a separate sheet of paper give the present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during its period of importance . 

DISTRICT: On a separate sheet of paper give a general description of the district . Also 
needed is a numbered list of the structures in the district corresponding to 
the sketch map. TIris listing should include a name for the structure, a date 
of construction, a brief description, a statement of why the structure is 
significant, if it is . 

"A MAP WI TIl TIlE LANlJ.1ARK MARKED AND PHOTOGRAPHS M.JST BE SUR>UTTED WITIl TIllS FORM" 
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ROCK RUN DISTRICT 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Rock Run was a thriving industrial and mining community around 
the turn of the century . Today there are only a few of the homes 
left and the old commissary building. 

In 1874 Theodore and Alfred Boyer of Johnston, Pa., founded 
a blast furnace here for mining ore, but the furnace was not suc
cessful and passed to two other persons. Then John H. Bass of 
Bass Foundry and Machine Company of Fort Wayne, Indiana purchased 
the furnace for thirty thousand dollars and incorporated it under 
the name of Bass Furnace Company. 

Iron was hauled by oxcart . Water was piped down from the 
mountain in pipe made of logs with a hole bored through them and 
notched together . But the furnace still didn't seem to prosper 
till 1890 when John M. Garvin was made general manager. 

Garvin made improvements , enlarging the furnace and built 
a tramway. In 1904 the furnace was built larger than before and 
the name was changed to Bass Foundry and Machine Company. Char
coal kilns were built . The wooden piping was changed to iron and 
a forty gallon water tank was erected. A spur railraod track was 
built to connect the foundry to the main line. 

The foundry's largest production year was in 1919 when a 
half dozen cars or more of iron was shipped each day and the pay
roll reached more than $40,000 a month. 

After the death of John Garvin in 1926, the furnace began 
to decline. The furnace was blown in 1928 and was torn away in 
1929. Today among the structures remaining include , 

Bac~or Home - two story frame, used by John Garvin and also 
played host to any guest to the foundry. 

Davis House - two story frame,with intricate lattice work, 
built by Edd Davis, it is said that the house was moved 
from Bluffton or Langton. 

Judge Norton House - two story frame, birthplace of Fred 
Norton , local judge. 

Commissary - two story frame, used as a general merchandise 
store, al l supplies needed by the workers could be obtained 
here. 
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Eat'ly Pleasant Gal' 

By Bill Anthony 
In the laIc 1890's, Pleasant Gap was a busy cenler of 

activity. The community had several slores, a sawmill, gin , 
post ofricc, grist and flour mill and a brick rac to~. Several 
freight trains and a passengcr train made daily stops In Pleasant 
Gap. T. J. Pope, who operates the only business establishment 
in the community today, recaUs that the railroad depot and 
tdegraph office were quite busy every day in the early 190~·s. 
Four or five trains ran northeastward out of Cross Plams 
(Piedmont) and made regular stops at Spring Garden, Pleasant 
Gap, Rock Run Stat ion, Lungdon, Blurflan and Tecumseh. At 
Illl.l lime Rock Run was Ihe cente r of the mining and blast 
furnace indUstry. 

Much of Ihe activi ty of early Pleasant Cap at the turn of 
the century centered :around the Braswell Mill. The mill, 
loc:ltcd o n Hurricane Creek. was used to grind corn ond wheat. 
The old grist :1111.1 wheat mill. one of the few buildinp t.hat 
marked th e business district of this cross-roads communtty. 
still stands today. It is located off U. S. Highway 278 across 
from the T. J. Pope Grocery. A plaque in the ceiling of the old 
building today con tains the following information : "A sa tis
fied customer is ou r best advertisement. We do ou r best 10 
please you." 

The fU"St mill was built soon after the Civil W:at by a man 
named Stock and was located above the present building near 
what is now the railroad ITUssd. This bu ilding was later 
destroyed and the present building erected about 1868-1870. 
Stock sold the property to John McGug:an. In 1892 McGug:an 
sold the mill, merc handise store, gin, sawmill and present 
BrasweU farm .t o M. L. Braswell. Braswell ra n the mill until his 
death in 1917 when his two sons took over Ihe operat ion. A 
skilled miller was o n hand :and he knew how to set lhe rocks 10 
gel good meal and nour. It was operated by water power 
whlch was created by a turbine. The water came down the 
creek and was backed up by a dam to provide enough force to 
tum the turbine. Farmers flrst came by ox cart, but later they 
bega n to bring their grain in mule-drawn wagons, and finally 
by cars and trucks. Mrs. T. J. Pope recaUs the days when the 
mill was :ac tive and the creek Unruly. As a boy her husband 
came down the creek in a bateau, and later he came courting 
in a buggy. The mill ceased operating in 1924 when the dam 
w:ashed away. 

I! estimated that the oldest store in Pleasant 
by E. J. Esles in the 1840's. 

80 years of It 

'i";,;;.,,rC1,;aUs that his g,t:lndf:alher, William T. Pope 
.. ran Ii store a~ve the mill in the e:uly 1900's. 

state sold ~very lhing froOl needles 10 wlIgon spokes. Jake 
remembers Ihat many products such as sugar, coffee, nour, 
mc:al, l:wJ :and even crackers were stored in larg!;! barrels and 
people came from miles :around to purchase Iheir month's 
~u pply of rations. Jake recalls Ihat his &rand fathe r sold 
beautiful cloth of m:any colors and designs. Pace and Jim 
Roberts T:an another Slore near the railro:ad and depot. The 
c::trliest school was localed near what is now the Jack Jord:an 
properly near highway 278. It was later moved to the are:a 
between the bridge o n Hurricane Creek and the Walt Gowens 
home. It was I·alled Ilanks School because it was located on 
the Hanks proiJerty. BI:acks allended school near where the 
prese nt Mt. Pleasant Church is located. 

George Hanks was an original sellier of Pleasant Gap. His 
ch~dren were John, Ed and Dave. He owned a large amount o f 
property and w:as:a leader ill his community. Thc presenl Walt 
Gowens home is what was o riginally the H:anks pl:ace. 

Edmu nd Roberts was active in the early settlement of 
Pleasant Gap. Pace White (who married 0):1 Hughes) was his 
son. Another son, James Edmund Roberts, married Ella 
IJraswelL John T. Roberts married M:arsh:all Alexander. 

Rev. Silvanus Minton came 10 Alabom:a from the 

District of South <Ca rolina in 183 1. His father, John T. Minton, 
was a ta nner by trade. Silv:anus Minton st illed o n Hurricane 
Creek and established Salem Baptist Church. This church was 
one of the cha rter churches of the TaUasahatchie Assoc i:ation 
fo rmed in 1834, 

Abel Pope moved his family from DeKaib Co unty, Ceor
gia, to Pleasant Gap in the 1850's. Abel Pope was born in 18 10 
in t-lorth Carolin:a and died in 1871. He married Rhoda 
Gowens (J823-1905) in 1843. Children born to the IwO were : 
William Thomas (Billie) (1 844-1925), John Calvin, Maria 
lydia, Martha Anna (1851-1906), Sarah Elizabeth, Polly Ollie 
Ann (1856-1952), James Waldon (1860-1947), Frances Erna
line (1862-1914) and Louiza Jane (1869·1947). 

William Thomas Pope was the oldest son of Rhoda and 
Abel Pope and moved to Cherokee County with . ~is parents 
from Georgia in the 1850's. He was born in 184.4 ~ DeKalb 
County, Ga. He married Rose Rebccca Jane HardlO In 1863 at 
Rock Run. Children born to the two were : John H~nry 
hchon (JoJhnnie) (J 865-1939) and Thomas Alton 
(1868-1899). "Uncle Billie and Aunt Jane," as they were often 
called, lived near Rock Run Station. He ran a prominent 
business in Pleasant Gap in the early 1900's. They were 
honorable, devoted Christia ns who contribu t~d to the cultural 
:lOd religious life of their county. According to Roy Marcus 
Pope, :a grand·nephew of Billie and Jane Pope, as a you n~ l:ad 
he often visited in their home and fou nd Aunt h ne smoklng a 
10ng-steOlmed pipe. She carried her home·grown tobacco in 
the pocket of het dress that reached the noor. She ofte n 
would place a coal o f flrc on her pipe and enjoy a smoke after 
meals. Roy Marcus remembers Uncle Billie laking hil!l on his 
knee and telling abuut the bllttle of Cettysburg, the Wilderness 
Campaign and other battles. Billie lost a toe in combat while 
serving in the Conrederate Army. Dillie and his brother John 
C:alvin Pope hdped cut the . trees to biild UnIon Grove 
Methodist Church in the late 1860's. 

The Brittain and Davis family were prominent in the early 
economic development of Rock Run Station. Will 1. Brittian 
wa~ the father of the former Probate Judge of Calhoun 
County, Qyde Brittain. W. J. Brillain and E. R. D:avis ran a 
general merch:andise slore in the ea rly 1900's. E. R. Davis also 
served as Justice of th e Peace. 

The W. J. Brittain home was originally the Davis Pl:lce, 
built in the 1850's by Buzz D:avis. This is probably the oldest 
home of the area. Mr. Paul Davis remembers hearing stories of 
the days of the Civil War when the Settlers lived in fear of the 
Yankees coming. The young boys who were too youna to 
work in the fields would watch for the Yankees. If they saw 
Ihe Soldiers coming, their parenls would take the mules .and 
horses and valuables to the swamp to hide. The Bobby Pnnce 
family now reside in the original Ed R. Davis home, con
st ructed in the 1890's at Rock Run Sta tion. The home was 
built in the Victorian Style of Architecture. 
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COMMENtS ON AND CORRECTIONS TO A FEATURE ARTICLE IN THE ANNISTON STAR , 
SEFTD-mER 5, 1976 au TIlE ROCK RUN CHARCOAL IRON FURNACE, CHEROKEE 
COUNTY. ALABANA " 

The featur e article i s well prepared and substantiall y factural. The 

writer is to be commended fo r assemblage of information whi ch largely exists 

only i n hearsay outside of the family and r eco rds of Dav~d J. Jarvin and. 

more ioportantly, the records of his brother, John M. Garvin. 

Few people are living today who remember the "Rock Run furnace in its 

gr eatest years and of these , none had association with the economics, t he 

trials and the pride in making charcoal iron tha t, fo quote Walter Jones. 

State Geologist of Alabama "brought the highest price on the Sheffield 

England ma r ket" . Such an accolade i s not only to the efficiency of the furnace 

nor alone to the analysis of the product but also to t he men . supervisor 

or laborer whose integrity was sealed in every cast. 

So thanks i s extended to those who have contributed from their 

memories or l egends but it must be also said that true history is a story 

of facts and it is for this purpose t hat these comments and corrections are 

made. 
M 

It is unfortunate that J~IGarvin's first employment at Rock Run should 

be described as "helper boy" since nothing could be more distant from the 

truth. In a sense this i s pardonable since probably no one living today was 

present at his appearance so recourse must be made to old documents in 

possession of the Garvin heirs. 

If not the first, Rock Run was certainl y the second charcoal furnace 

in Cherokee County with Round Mountain vying fo r t he number one position . 

Literature available today does not prove the point. After the destruction 

of Rock Run furnace early in fhe Civil Har,it lay dormant until 1874 , when 

it was built anew on the design of the successful furnaces in Connecticut. 

Massachusetts and New York. There followed six year s of financial and other 

failures until in 1880 John H. Bass , president of the Bass Foundry and Machine 

Company of Ft. Wayne, Indiana bought the property. 
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Again there followed nine years of local mismanagement with none of the 

financial return of ~hlch Rock Run gave so much promise . In late 1889 

Mr. Bass went to the .salisbury District of New York to seek a manager for 

his ailing Alabama operation. There he found and employed John M. Garvin~ 

a charcoal furnace supervisor, young but with ten years experience at the 

Millerton. New York furnace. 

IIJf M." arrived at· Rock Run on January 1, 1890 as manager and "'ith the 

driving force and acumen which characterized his life in Alabama, he started 

the furnace on the road to success. By 1895 he had modernized the plant, 

installed a steam engine driven electric gene~atorJ replaced the tram line 

to Rock Run Station three miles away with a standard guage railroad and 

built railroads to the mines. Other additions were made such as cast iron 

pipes from Pump Log Hollow Spring to a 40,000 gallon storage tank above the 

furnace to supply clean clear wa~er for the operations, company houses 

and the fire plugs throughout the community. This was only the beginning 

of achievement which led to another statement by Dr. Walter Jones almost 

a half century later that "J. H. Garvin's name is emblazoned in large 

letters among the famous charcoal iron makers of Alabama. II 

The statement that the D. W. Gilmer loghouse was the fi!st at Rock 

Run to have electric lights and inside bath is obviously incorrect. When 

J.M. installed the electric generator the plant, company office and the 

two executive homes were wired for electric lighting. Other homes were 

added later. Not one to take halfway measures, he also had baths installed 

with flush toilets in the executive houses as they are called on the early 

property inventory list. As a matter of interest, J.M. lived in the home 

next to the office all of his life at Rock Run. This was known as the 

manager's house and not the bachelor's house as some have said. The other 

executive house on the hill was occupied by D. J. Garvin, assistant manager, 

after his marriage in 1903 until 1926. After J.M . ' s death, Dave Garvin moved 
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his family to the manager's house which they occupied until 1932 when they 

moved to Rome, Georgia. 

To return to the 90's. With the growing success of the furnace oper-

ation, Mr. Bass decided to incorporate Rock Run as a subsidiary of the Bass 

Foundry and Machine Company. According to the records of the Alabama Secre-

tary of State, the Rock Run Iron and Mining Company was incorporated on 

December 28, 1894 with a capitalization of $400,000.00 . The incorporators 

were John H. Bass, President, John M. Garvin, Vice President and General . I~ ~~ ~' ') \. ~ ~ 
,,~ Manager, Frank L. Lightfoot. Sec'ty T,reasurer. 

7f ~ ~ . ~ 
Records show that much 

.~ ~ ~ ~~ confidence was placed in Rock Run since J .M. Garvin had authority to buy 

~ ~ !'j and sell lands and equipment, borrow and lend money, in fact to operate more 
":~\ ~ " 
"', y ) 
. :r \ ~ 

For 

'~ 'I"J .:\ or less autonomously . 

;1 ::... ~ ~ By 1895 the operations were expanding and J .M. was "spread thin" 

} \ J)- relief he brought in his brother David J. Garvin as bookkeeper and to manage 

.~ .:;: ! ~ office affairs. D. J. Garvin, six years younger than J.M., had also gained 

~. 1 \ ~ experience in the Salisbury Distric.t but in the area of accounting. As time 

:::s "-~ ..JoJ ~ ~ elapsed, he took over more and more of the supervisory. financial and 
, Ii N , 
... . { -J contractural operations with the big decisions left to J. M. Highly competent, } J ~ he always operated in the broad shadow of his older brother. 

~ oJ """'" ~ It is interesting to reflect that J.M. so valued the quality of the 

i .s ~ N 
~ \ ~ , ~ ::rn~::r:r:::c:i:a:U:::t:a:: ::~~:: :::1::::. a fU:: ::m:l::a:u:::b::~ist 
~ ~ ~ ~ to his compassion and regard for this employees and their families that for 

""")( '" ~ ~ ~ .~ J years a full time doctor was employed. 

, \. . tion and operation of a grade school at company expense. 

The same spirit caused the construc-

Many living today 
,- '\) , ~ g ~ ) } will remember learning their three R I S at the Bass Institute of which Mr. 

-<. ~ ~ ~Evans Buns was principal for 25 years. ADD: 
~.~ '{ Then came Rock Run T s golden years in the first two decades of the 20th 

~ ' \ century. ~'hile the fires of other charcoal furnaces dimmed and turned cold, 

at Rock Run they burned the brightest. The furnace at Tallapoosa, Georgia 
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was acquired and charcoal kilns were built or purchased at Cedar Bluff. Alabama 

and Cox, Alabama . A limestone quarry for flux stone was operated at Ooltewa~, 

Tennessee . ~lining operations were even more widespread. Supporting the 

local economy were a cotton gin. flour and grist mill and a saw mill ~nd 

thousands of acres of land were farmed. Railroad boxcars unloaded on a spur 

directly to the commissary platform and ice was brought in and stored in the 

ice storage house nearby. 

Four trains a day . two up and two down, operated on the Selma, Rome 

and Dalton Railroad with a connection three miles away at Rock Run Station . 

so that poor roads were no deterrent to communication with the outside 

world. Mail service was twice daily--first by horse and buggy, later by 

the more progressive ~~del T. Truly Rock Run was urbanized rural living. 

In those days Fred Norton was head bookkeeper and payroll clerk. He 

and his family lived next door t o D. J. Garvin. He left Rock Run in 1926 
V!Ci~1 

and later became Probate Judge of Cherokee County. _. Rutherford was in 
i= c;J I ~ C\ ·s . A,...'O-~.~.L/ 

chargez::L the, machl,?e shop and 41 pl~~jlma~enance . . 
:.::l~dl-(r"jA... a..-:.'-; d ...--t' • ..<./.) / At... ",-Q .• "u._h.ill/-, ,,-U r/ .4-/u ~"')'('-.:f<!-L a....( c/ ~ ""'/ / 
. 1/ & j. 0 Dr. Charles Williams was the,$ompany doctor. Frank Mitu,e 1 

was called the IIwood sheriff" . He was in charge of buying yood for the 

charcoal kilns. He mar ked the cord wood with paint so it couldn 't be sold 

twice to the furnace hence his nickname of yood sheriff. In addition. he 

l ooked after the renting o,f company farm land. D. W. Gilmer operated the 

commissary and was the postmas ter. 

But even in the brightest years the future loomed dark and foreboding . 

For years, because of its high quality iron. Rock Run was able to hol d its 

own against the improving economy and technology of the coke furnaces. It 

held its ground with such customers as the Mesta Machine Works of Pitts -

burgh ~ Pennsylvania who made r olls for, . believe i t or not, the coke iron s teel 

mills. 

Other da rkening clouds , the most worrisome of which was the 



disappearance of wood for charcoal, the energy food of 

and charcoal were hauled from further and further away 
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the furnace. Wood 
ra'\ 1 

by ~l . It is again 

interesting to note that J. M. Garvin, following the lead of the conser-

vationists of the early twentieth century urged federal and state tree 

planting programs. This was but a voice crying in the depleting wilderness. 

On his own and his brother's lands trees were planted with the resulting saw 

tmber stands of today. 

The real punch was delivered in World War I in Alabama with the estab-

lishment of army cantonments at Anniston and Montgomery. With all of the 

coal in Alabama, the army used wood for the heating and cook stoves. War 

time prices were fixed on almost everything. Despite the pleas of the 

furnace operators, cord wood already a high cost resource, doubled in price 

against a fixed price iron product. 

In 1919 came the next blow. Rail rates on ores, wood , charcoal and 

pig iron which had been frozen . were increased three and one half times 

after the war. 

So began the death dirge dim and distant but increasing in presence . 

To say that Rock Run died with J. M. Garvin is a total injustice to his 

foresight and genius. He had looked ahead and warned, but J.R . Bass had 

died several years before in his 80's leaving t he ownership in his own company 

and Rock Run to others. On January 1, 1926 J. M. wrote a long letter to the 

new president of the Rock Run Iron Company outlining the warnings of the 

economic situation at the Rock Run furnace. In itself, it is a classic 

historical summary of the demise of the charcoal furnaces of the nation. 

Most of the great ones were gone. Rock Run alone remained even though 

operating at half capacity. 
:>,1'1. 

The Bass heirs seemed no longer interested in the furnace so .ta". suggested 

a sale to the "Pittsburgh People" but nothing came of this. The last and 

most heartbreaking alternative was the scrapping of the plant. Thus, 8S 
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though seeing the final end to a life's work, J. M. Garvin died of a heart 

attack in his sleep in March 1926 at the age of 60 . 

Dave Garvin, not D. W. Gilmer, took over as Vice President and General 

Manager and remained 1n charge even though the Rock Run Corporation was 

formally dissolved December 29, 1927. The last pigs were cast Christmas 

Eve 1928. Only the cotton gin and saw mill were operated until 1932 . 

It must have been a sad Christmas. 

There now remained only the last alternative outlined in J.M . 's 

summary of January I, 1926; to scrap the furnace and divide the proceeds 

among the heirs of John Bass and J. M. Garvin. D. J. Garvin was left in 

charge of this task, heartrending because of all of the men and their 

families who had depended on Rock Run for their livelihood and their 

dreams. So widespread was the operation that it took over three years 

to dispose of the various plants, railroads and buildings leaving only the 

land and houses. His work sorrowfully done, D. J. Garvin moved his family 

to Rome, Georgia in 1932. 

D. W. Gilmer remained as caretaker for the Bass heirs of the lands and 

houses. The last of these and the mineral rights were sold in 1946. 

Thus seems to end the Rock Run furnace story. However, it only seems 

because iron, like any element. is indestructible. It may change form but 

it is still iron. Who knows but that today there is still Rock Run iron with 

us. It may have been melted and remelted, cast and recast, rolled and 

rerolled into our b~idges, automobiles, household appliances and every-

where about uS. The integrity of the men cast into Rock Run iron cannot 

be eroded nor destroyed. It remains always. 




