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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pratt Park , originally )<:nCMI1 as Pratt Cerretery , has not been used as a 
bJrial grourxl since the last known l;:urial in 1905 . Fran 1905 through 1936 , the 
grounds \·.ere neglecte:1 until the ladies of the Ameri can Auxiliary of Centre 
cleared the area and had ool1.lITU'lS erected at the caretery I 5 entrance . 

In 1959 , the amer of the property , tirs . Mary Smith , donated one acre of 
l and to the Pratt-centre Business and Professional Club of Centre . Since that 
time the cl ub has p.lIchasErl an additional f i ve acres of larrl and has oontinued 
the effort to devel op the area into a park . Pl ans for the area include buildi.ng 
an outckx:)r theater that \<Olld fit into the natural terrain. 

After the donation of the original one acre , ....ork ''laS begun to clear the 
area of undergrtMth. Gravesites \~ covered \'lith grass , sane landscaping was 
done , and erosion prevention rreasures ~e taken . 

Prat t ' s grave marker is \...ell- preserved. and is SI..lITOI..ll1d by an ornate 
wrought iron fence . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pratt Park near Centre in Olerakee COI.mty , ori ginally a one- acre cenetery , 
is the burial place of John Pratt, inventor of the pterotype . 'Ihe forenmner of 
tcxlay I 5 typewriter , the writing machine was developed. by Pratt bet\~ 1861 arrl 
1863 near the Centre area . 

As part-o;'mer of Centre.' s newspaper, Pratt developed the machine to reduce 
the massive am::nm.t of haIrlwriting require:i in his jobs as reporter , editor , and. 
lEgister in Chancery . 

Feeling that a Southerner \,ould never secure the protection of a patent fran 
Washington ,D. C. during the Civil War years , Pratt ~t to England sc:mati.rre during 
1864 . In 1866 , he secured patents for his machine in England and in France . . 

'!he first 1'!nerican patent for Pratt ' s machine was issued to Gl idden and Shol es , 
the cx:::upany who manufactured the f irst practical t"ypewriter in the w:>rld. Uany of 
Pratt I s rivals in the production of the t ype\ir"iter \~e inspired by his e f forts . 
Pratt was pensioned by Glidden and Shol es , the fiIIn who took his patent fran hL1fI . 

Pratt did patent in the Uni te:1 States an inproved pterotype al::out one rronth 
after Glidden arrl Shole s I patent was i s sued. Pratt died in 1905 an:l was b.rried 
in the cerretery bearing his name . 
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