
STATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 

HONTGOHERY. ALABAMA 36104 
PHONE, 832-6621 

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE NOMINATION FO&~ 

COUNTY __ -'CIIER).:w:;W>KEE<EE ________ _ 

PRESENT NAME = H!JN MINEJIND ElJRNllCE Sriil'STORIC NAME _____________ _ 

LOCATION (Street and number) ____________________________________________________________ _ 

TOWN (Give directions if rural ) -"Aock~~~Run~'-____________________________________________ __ 

PRESENT USE ~Not='__"in"'--U"se= ________________ HISTORI C USE Blast Funlace 

mo/NERSHIP: Public ( ) Private ( X ) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

OWNER ' S NAME ___________________________ _ 

MAILING ADDRESS 

CONDITION: Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Ruins ( X ) 

INTEGRITY : Original site ( X ) Moved ( ) 

From where? _______________________________ Give details in significance 

THREATS : No ( ) Yes ( Xl By what? Neglect 

RESTORATION WORK : Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed ( ) Not planned ( X ) 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Open land ( ) Woodland ( ) Scattered buildings ( ) 

Highway building density ( ) Commercial ( ) Industrial ( ) 

Res i dential ( ) Rural ( ) 

If there are numerous buildings in the area, could this structure be part of a 
Historic District? 

SIGNIFICANCE : Why is this important ( ) associated with events, persons, or movements 
Local ( ) State ( ) National ( ) 

( ) a good example of a type or style of structure 

( ) other _________________________________ _ 

Explain: 



1874 Date of addit i ons 

ivo:' .1 ~·,~m? li':t'" bu t ce>nc ise histo r y of the s tructure . 

State sources ('If info r nation for the abovc ; 

DESCRIPTION 
(Fo r b r idges , tre s tles , viaduc ts, t unnels , l'an.1Ls . ra ilroad lines , l,ll" objects see supplemen t 
;orm t) 

~1a;"e a sketch of the f l oo r plan of the building , showi ng dimensions. related structu r es , 
a nd no r th arrm .. ' . Also indicate f r ont of s tructu r e . 



DESCRI PTION (Continued) 

Number o ( s t ories ________________ Foundation Basemen t 

WALL MATERIAL: (Note c hanges f rom one floor or wing t o another) 
(c lapboard, brick , stone, wood shingle, board and batton, s tucco ove r wond 
o r brick, metal, logs) PLEASE NOTE TYPE OF BRICK BONDING AND LOG NOTCHI~r,. 

STRUCTURA L SYSTEM (If known) \.Jood frame( ) Load-bearing masonry ( ) Iron or steel ( ) 

ROOF TYPE: ( Gable, Cambrel , Mansard, Fla t , lIipped, Combination) 

ROOF COVERIN(~ : {"ood s hingle ( ) Aspha It ( ) Tile ( ) Hetal ( ) Slate ( ) 

ROOF TR iM: (If any) 

CHIMNEYS : (I\umbcr , location, and mate rial) 

PORCHES Fr on t Type 

Rear Tvpe 

Side Tvpc 

DOORS : Descr the en lnllW t' clnor . 

Dt'sl.'rilw olhC'r dnors . 

I-!l:-WOWS: TY1H',{ and llumbt.'r of L·.:teh floo r 

l ~TrRIOR : Des,-'ribi' mant~ls , s tain.MYs , W.linSLolinA . pl.lslcn,'ork and any unuslIal i~.ltllr~>,.. 



DESCR[PTIO~ (Continued) 

0THER : rs~ this space to describe any additions, alterations, outbuildings or other 
featu res of the st ructu re and its sur roundings. 

*A MAP WITH THE STRUCTURE MARKED AND PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THIS FORM. * 

Map, A U.S. Geological Survey Map is preferred , but if you are unable to obtain one 
a county highway map may be used . 

Photographs: Must be black and white, glossy finish and either 5 x 7 or 8 x 10. 

PREPARED BY DATE ___________________ _ 

ADDRESS PHONE _________________________________ __ 

TOWN ORGANIZATION ________________ _ 

For Alabama Historical Commission use only 

Map Reference : Map ___________________ Site number ___________ __ 

Thematic Category 

Added to ALAB&~ REGISTER ____________________________ __ 

NATIONAL REGISTER Potential 

U T M 

La t itude Longitude 
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F .. . m 10.300 UN IiEO STATES DEPAR TMENT OF THE INTER IOR "H~: (Ju1t 1969) NATIONAL PAR I< SERVice . , 
NATIONAC REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

~NP> INVENTORY - NOMINA.TION FORM 

E.'"' O H , 

(Type ull entries - complete applicable sections) 

II.NAME , 
Rock Mine and Furnace Site , "., 
0 , 

STREET " Nt' ""VMBIilI'l, 

CITY OR TOWN' 

Rock Run .. 'OOE 

A" I 
13. I 

CATeGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSI8LE 

(C".~I< On .. ) TO THE PUOLI C 

o 0 •• "1.,, o Iluildlng ,0 P"b llc Public Acq"l . I' ion: 10 0"",,,,,1.<1 Veo: 

~ 511. o S .. u"." •• :® Pr j",,,. o In P,ou .. I~ Unoccup i ed 0 R •• "icl.d 

0 Oblec' 10 8o.h o Ihi"g Conoicl.f.cI o Pre.e,,, .. , ... ,, worl DlI U .. , •• " lct.d 

in 0.°11 •••• 0 N, 

. u .. (e,." 0., "M, .. •• , 

0 AGr icu ltura l o Go" •• " ...... , 0 Pork o T'onlp"""';011 o Com",.nlo 

o Comme.cial o Ind "",lol 0 Prl ... ",. R •• ld."ce CO Other (SpecIfy) 

o Ed,,<:Ol lo .... 1 o Milito • .,. 0 Re ligious Nat in lIse 
o En •• rla l"m." . 0 M~ •• ~", 0 Sc l .", j' ic 

I'. ~lF _., rr 

~ : 
~ ins , 

~ " 
'RO:~ '~~~ . 

n, 

Alabama I 
[S. 10F LEGAl 

· 0" 0 .. 0.: '-<E' . "' ! ~r, r, th , 

em 0" 'ow. , n 

iE~M¥:iATION IN E: I 
Alabama 

i6. 
TOT'-L. 0'" •• ,HIVI; ... , 

Site., 0, - p, ", ,tion 

I~ _TUM 10" '.d.,,1 C s,," Oil Co."', o ,,,,I 
"0" 'Y"" 

East A Re, " ' and r ; on I ~ 7 ~~ 0 lrd . P o . Rox 'IA~ ' ~ I"" OR ' OW., '" coa. 
r- ~ Ann;<ton ." I-

~ 



• 

p. OflSCRIPTfON 

CONDITION 
o G ...... 

(ell.clr On.) 

2D D.,.<1 ...... . d 

I 
o Un .. p .... of 

Rock Run is a small town . It doesn't have a post office or a police 
department, nor does it have a fire department . It is a nine mile trip to 
Forney, the nearest town . The town of Rock Run has one. church and a 
population of perhaps 150 - 200 . 

• 

The blast furnace was begun in 1874 . There was a la rge commissary 
which stocked everything needed in those times . The warehouse was a 
two story structure . The community, a t that time , had a pos~ office . 

All in all, Rock Run was a thriving industrial and mining community . 
After the mine closed and the furnace was shut down , the population 
bega n to decline . 

Today, the only remnant of the original town is the commissary 
bulldlng . 
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-;:. ........ 'r ll..A"iCE 

"':""00 (Ch.cI. Uno Dr More •• """",,.op, I.,O) 

0 P, •• Co lum oi .... , I 0 16'1'1 Conlu.y o 18 ." CO""" )1 IXl 20,h CO"'""y 

o lS.11 C.nl~')1 o 17 ,11 C.nt .. ..,. m 19 • ., C.n l~rr 

SPECI 1' , C D o. TEl l ' (11 .IIppl/cobl. ond Kn ..... n) Furnace started 874 
..... E .... 01'" $'CO N''''CANI;II; (Ch.d. 0"0 IN' M<J, • • 0 Appropr/a.e) 

Ab ... 1"no l o EcI"c .. lI .... 0 Poli.iu l 0 Urb"" Pl ...... i .. ' 
o P .. hiu .. d " o Engi .... ' i"g 0 R .. I,g ion/Plli. 0 0 .... , (SP'leUr) 

o H'olo.le !2 I .. " .. .to.,. looop ll)l 

0 A,ric"l ..... 0 In .... "'," .. rJ Scl.""o 

0 A«,hitoClu,. 0 Lo .. cI.cap. 0 Sc"lp'",. 

0 An A<eh"OCl,,'. 0 S .. c,.r/ H ......... _ 

0 C .. mmo,c.. 0 Lit.",,,,,. . , .. tI"" 
0 C_m"nl co.lo .. o 0 M, H ... ,)' 0 The,,,o, 

0 Con .. ,vo,io" 0 MU"e 0 l,o .. ,po"."o .. 

S TAT I.:M':N T OF .. 'GN' .. 'C ... .;CI: 

The blast furnace was started by Theodore and Alfred Boyer, of 
Johnston , Pennsylvania I in 1874 . Under their management it failed 
in less than a year , because of financial difficulties. 

The property passed through two more hand s and then was 
purchased by John H . Bass of the Bass Foundry and Machine Company 
of Ft. Wayne, Indiana . About 1890, John M. Garvin became general 
manager and the busines s prospered . The y constructed charcoal 
ovens and had their biggest production year in 1919 . In tha t year , 
half a dozen c a rs of iron were shipped each day . 

, 
The company employed men "to take up wood . " When the 

furnace was booming, the payroll reached more than $40 , 000. 

The furnace was blown 1n 1928 and was torn away in 1929. 

( 



ro:- '. mi" ,'CA 
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"Cherokee County Furnaces," Cherokee County Herald . December 
10 , 1969 , 

, 

. DATA 
, .-

l".AT,TI,IOIl ",NO l".ONC;;'TUO" COOROI ... AT€I 
0 

' , ~ONG::~:?:-. TU 
OIE~'NtNG ... REC,.ANGI..Ii: L.OCATING T,," PROPI1R1'Y DIlII"N'NG ,.HIl C"N-':C;'~ pon',,: ~~," pno","""" 

R 
'''>TUO. 

, Mlnul • • Socond. O.ut ••• MI,,,., • • Second . O·u I •• ' MI"", •• Second. 0_0'·" M,n,,' •• S.cond , 
HW 0 · 0 , · 0 , . 0 , . 
HE 0 · 0 · 34 01 40 85 29 37 
Sf 0 · 0 · 

0 , · 
'TO " ..... O. , ... , I A~rp 

.on ... , .NO 'DUN"" 'ON "0"'"'' 0 ........... ,. .. ON 'DUN" Nor 
I'''''' '00' COUNTY '00. 

"", 'DUN'" 

" ", '00£ COUNT ... , 'ODE 

, 

FORM leD BY 
N ...... E ,0,"'0 Tln .. ~ ' 

~" • • ... 
" PJenninq & ,t r- IO' ;:29 - 74 EastA1abama' 

TH EE T , 

700 Ouil P . O . Box 2186 , ' OA , I 'DO' 

,ton Alabama I 
I' . STATE . CER' IFICA1I0N I .V, 

A .. Ihe deliignaled Stat" L.ail;on Officer rOt ttw NII-

llonnllli!. loric Prescrvl'lIlon Act o( 19(o(i (Public t ... w 
I hereby certify nUll Ihl. properl y I. included in tho 

89,(165) . 1 here by nomimlle thl. propoerly (or inclusion NationQI I~eRillto,. 

in tho!! National Regia!e, lInd cC'lfti(y that it hAil been 

evaluah_'d lIecording to th" crit-HIII .. nd preced..uoll lIel 

(octh by tN.! Nalional Park Service. ' 1>\.> . .. commended -
level of "' Knilicance of thill nomiOllt .on i.: 

Chiof, O((lce of A rcho%ilY and IliaiCH/1; ProtlOrl'illflO#l 

Nlltlortlll 0 SI" I\.> 0 LneOl I 0 

ORlo 
, 

N"11lI: 
A'l'1'l::S'r: 

Title 

Keeper 01 The NetlO#lfll Reill,IIer 

DAle Late 

G' O IOl.0. 1 
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IF" ... 10-301 UNITED STA.TH DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 
q uI), 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATI ONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries· attach to or enc/oso w;11I m.Jp) 

1. NAME 

eo ...... o .. '" Rock Run Mine and Furna ce 81 te 
AN O'O R ""STORle: : Same 

12. LOCATION 
IT R Ii:KT ANI) NY'" IIER: 

CITY OR TOWN, 

Rock Run 
IT ... TE l COOi!. COUNT'!" 

Alabama I 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

IIOU"CI[, 

U. S. Geological Survey 
C ...... E' 1:24 000 
ATE , 967 

'. REOUIREMENTS . 
TO eil: 'NCL.UDED ON AL.L. ..... PI 

1. Properly b.aundo';es whorl roquir.d. 

2. Nann anow, 

3 . Lotilud. ond long;,ud, r .f.renci. 

IT ", Til: 

COUNTY 
Alabama 

C':herokee 

• . ' .... 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUIo'IIEA 

• 

Cherokee 

. 

DATE 

C;:ODE 



• 
1 280000 "''' !" f-::::-Hr:~ 

Ma;>ped . edi ted, and publ ished by the Geologica l Survey 

..;~..,;. ~ , 0)' USGs. USC&GS. uSe E, u . s. So,1 Con~orvlltlon Serv,co, 
.I",) Otor. ,. Gtoo,lu: SII 'Vt y 

• I·' 



I" MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"Cherokee County Furnaces, " Che rokee County Herald, December 
10, 1969. 

, •. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA. 
..... ,..TUOIl AND ,- oNeo,r uD Il COOIOlDIN Ar ES i .. " TI TU DE AND LONG' TUOet C OOROIH" TE' 

OIlI'"'NIN<; • Rlte,.",,,,GLI 1..0C A ",N(l THE PROP!!:R T ... 0 DIt!'"'N'NG T"E CENTIt'" POIN T 01'" '" PIOIOPI/:fITV 

R 
OF LEU T .... H TIlN "'CRE' 

COIOINER LA,T ITUOE I.ONGITU OE .. .. ,. , T UDE LO NG ' TU D E 

0_"" ••• Mlnu'" Second. O_or ••• Minul •• Second. 0. ", ••• Mlnul.' S.cond. 0." ••• Minu' •• s.,"onc/s 

N' 0 · 0 · 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 · 0 · 34 01 40 85 29 37 

" 
0 · 0 · ,. • . · 0 . · 

"",",",OXI"" ... TII .o.CIOI£ ..... 1: 0 .. N O """,,, ... TED PROPE"' '' Y, 

IL" T ALL liT ATE. "NO COU NTIE S 1'0111 "IOIOP,U,TlIlS DV£FlL,A"P'N(O ,,.Anr: 0101 COUNT" IIOUNOA,."U Non 
IT . TIl , COOE COUNTY CDDE 

IT ... Til: ' COD E COUNT ~ CO D It 

ITA Til , COD£ COU N TY COOl! 

,T .. TE , COO£ COUN T Y ' COD E 

11 . FORM PREPARED BY -,., ..... 11 0."'0 TlTL" , 

An." n A«o~i" 'p 
OflGAN,Z .. TlO,., 1"« 
EastAlabama Reaional P l ann1na & Development Com m i ss i o n 1-29-74 

STflltllT 0.,.,0 ,.,U .... IIII .. ' 

700 Ouintard Avenue P. o . Box 2186 
CITY 0 " TOW,." S T" T " I COCE 

Anniston Alabama 

". STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlFIC ..... ION NATIONAL REGISTER VER IFICATION 

As the de.,gnated State Lia ison Officer for the Na · 

tiona l Hi storic Preaervation Act of 1966 ( Publi c Law I hereby certIfy that this property is included In the 

89-66S), I hereby nomina te this proper ty fo r inc lUSIon Nationa l Reitiate r. 

in Ih .. National Reit,ste. IOnd cerl ify l ha l it hltl b .. en 

"",.Iualed accord ing to the c rileria and proce<1tres let 

for th by the Nlltional P l rk Service. 1 he recommended 

level of l ignifica nce of thia nomU\IItlon is ; 
C hief, omc e o f Arche% /iY and H. s twic Preaervation 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Dale 

Name 
ATTEST; 

Title 

Keeper of The National R,,/ii" 'er 

Dllte uate 

G' 0 , 0 I .0' J 
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3. 

4. 

I .' , J 
- --- --------- - - . 

UNI TED STAres o ePA RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S TATIi: 

NAT IONAL PAR K SERVICe Alabama 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P LACES 

COUNTY 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
r:; e!:ok.ee 

FOR NPS USE ONL Y 

(Type 0 11 entries -lltloch to or enclose with photograph) 
£NTAY N U~flEA 1 OATE 

1 
NAME 

COMMON: Rock Run Mine a nd Furnace Site 
"' No/O R HISTORIC' Samp. 

l.OCAT1ON 
ST'HIIII: T AN D NV .... £ R ' 

C ITY O A T O WN, 

Rock Run 
S T .. TE , I C O D E IC O U N TV , C OOi!: 

'" 1 1 1 
PH OTO REfER ENCE 

.. .. aT a CF\E OI": E len Austin 
OATE 01'" PHO T O' 1973 

EG A,. IVE F IL ED A T! 

East Alabama Commission , Anniston , Alabama 36201 
IqENTIFICATIOl>. 

OEICIII1 8E YI £ W , OIRECTIO N , ETC . 

View North - partial view of the commissary building . 
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