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o M"y'" I1SI o.i,i ... J Sit. 

The Confederate Memorial Cemetery at Mountain Creek 
is on wooded, rolling hills. Two large granite boulders 
mark the approaches to the area. 

There are two actual cemeteries, several hundred yards 
apart, each is enclosed with a chain link fence. There 
also are a pavilion o r auditorium, a granite obelisk in 
memory of Jefferso n Manl y Falkner, and a map of the site 
set in a frame. Cemetery #2 is the larger and the gate posts 
are columns of cut stone. There are three flagpoles in 
the center of the cemetery and these are used in Memorial 
DaY ceremonies. Cemetery #1 is down the road, off to the 
right. It has no special gate o r markers, and the headstones 
face away from the road. 

All the graves in both cemeteries are in orderly rO\9S 
and DOSt are marked with plain , rectangular marble head
stones. The grass is kept trimmed and neat. Trees which 
would have disturbed graves if they had continued to grow, 
have been cut down. Some OI the markers are replacements, 
• although most are original. The graves are in order by 
date of death and burial, moving from left to right and 
the front to back. However, both cemeteries were used 
simultaneously as the burial dates overlap . 

The dates range from the early 1900's, shortly after 
the So ldiers' Home was started, to 1933. The earliest grave 
in the larger cemetery is that of Jefferson Manly Falkner, 
who died on May 18, 1906. His t o mb is also the one exception 
to the general simplicity and uniformity. His tombstone 
is much larger and more ornate and is at the front of the 
graveyard on the 1eIt. 

Most of the stones have a number or some indication 
of grave registxation, the name of the veteran, his company, 
date of death, and age. There are some women buried there, 
the wives and widows of veterans, and their graves have 
similar inro rmatio n. 

The cemeterie s are all that remain of what was once 
a small community. The Old Soldiers'Home had small cottages, 
a hospital, an auditorium or meeting house, and a dairy 
among other struc tu res; the cemetery has always been there. 
It was needed almost from the inception of the Home. 

When the last o f the veterans and their wives were 
bur i ed, the place became run down ( it had been gradually 
closing down as fewer and fewer people remained). The 
buildings evatual1y came down. Then in 1966, the UOC and 
the State or Alabama renovated the area, cleaning and 
straightening. The fences were put up, the pa v ilion and 
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and obelisk erected. The map, which is engraved in stone, 
is based on information from G.C . Kicke r , the Adjutant 
at the Home . 
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The Confederate t-temorial Cemete ry is important to 
the people of the State of Alabama, as a part of their history, 
as well as an example of cooperation between independent 
organizations and the gover.nment. The Cemetery was and 
is a joint project of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
and {he State of Alabama. 

Early in 1902 Jefferson Manly Fa~kner offered 
the State forty acres of land at Mountain Creek, in Chilto n 
County, to establish a home for Confederate veterans . 
The offer was accepted. The Uoc voted to adopt the Home 
as Division work and money was pledged , which was to be used 
to help purchase food and clothing. Heretofore efforts 
to establish such a place were hindered by the lack of finances 
and the disapproval of many veterans . They felt that pride 
would keep men from taking charity . 

In 1905 a separate committee of the UDe, the 
Mountain Cree k Home Committee, was formed and funds from 
the UOC were disbursed through this committee . Before its 
formation, funds had been paid directly to Mr. Falkner. 
The State took care of all general expenses for the Home, but 
the care of the sick and the provid ing of extras became 
the province of the UOC . 

In 1906 the Legislature was requested to provide 
funds for a trained nurse, and this they did . In 1911 an 
additional ward for the hospital was built and many repairs 
made t o the old ward. The UOC furnished beds, mattresses, 
supplies and linens . 

In 1912 at the annual Memorial Day ceremonies 
it was noted that many of the graves were marked only with 
wooden headstones, and that these were r otting . Therefore, 
at the next convention meeting money was appropriated for 
86 marbie headstones, and thereafter all graves were marked 
with similar monuments. 

In 1916 Dr. J.D. Eiland and his wife came to the 
home. Dr. Eiland be9ame the ' commandant I of the home, as 
well as its phyisican, and his wife took on nursing duties. 
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Thro~9h the years, until the r.id 1930 ' s, the 
UDC and the State worked hand 1.n hand to provide and ca r e 
for the veterans ' , their wives and widows . Again, in 
1966 \'~hen renovation and resto rat ion was undertaken, the 
UOC anc t he State worked together on the projec t . 
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tiona! His tone Preservation Ac t of 1966 (PubliC L"w 
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U.S.G. S. MAP 
Series_L~'_ 

Date __ .I952. 

Quad. _ _t'leJ"re.. ___ _ 
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Latitude 

NW 3,20 43' 25 11 

320 43 I 2511 

3;tJ 43 '06" 
32" 43'06" 
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Longitude 
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86" 28 'Q7" 
86" 28 ' 07 11 

86" 28 I 35" 




