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Ala. h 

histone: ~laplesville Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

anator common Haplesville United Methodist Church 

2. Location 

street & numae, Railroad Street 
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state Alabama 
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4. Owner of Property 

n.~ Maplesville United Met hodist 

Strftt & numDer Railroad Street 

Chilton 

,..... .... u .. 
_ agncu.nure 
_ c:ommereml 
_ eoucat&ClNll ' _ ................ 
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6. Description 
--~~~~------------------------" ,. 
CorWiu... 
-.~ .. 
~gOOd~ 

_'alr 

Cbeci<o ... 
_d.-nora~ _un.lt. twa 
_ ruins ~.alter.a 

_ uneJ:l)QsecI 

c __ 

_ aligm..l site 
~ tnO'I8d . dam _ _ .J1L<Bu:B1l7 _______ _ 

a •• cri ... tne .. N • .,.' .... origin •• (I' kno~"1 p"pica •• " •• nn~. 

Located in the center of the stale and in lhe bean of downtown Maplesville, Lhe 

Maplesville United Methodist Church stands in Parcel #14 on Railroad Street and faces the 

Southern Railroad. The church is surrounded by vacam iOLS on the south, west. and north 

sides. Only two late 19th century modest frame dwellings remain on this street. 

The church, as it exist today, is composed of two rectangular sections reflecting the 

growth of the church congregation and the church activities. Typical of Methodist churches 

of its time and place, the original building has a simple rectangular plan with a projecting 

vestibule and a recessed pulpit area. Built in the Gothic Revival style. the one-story. 

wood-frame building stands I fOOL above ground and rests on brick piers. Latticework 

has been placed between the outside piers. The approximately 28 foal by 44 foot building 

was constructed using square nails and most of the original wood siding and mmwork 

remains. North and south elevations have three symmetrically located windows. Narrow 

pointed arched windows are crowned with two-pan molding. The double hung windows 

have 5 over 6lighlS. Curvilinear brackelS projecting from a simple molded cornice support 

the overhanging eaves of the front gable roof (currently asphalt shingles). The roof is 

further highlighted by a wood-frame belfry trimmed with Godtic details and dentil molding. 

Original wood shingles on the sides of the belfry have been covered with asphal t shingles 

and the original decorative metalwork has been removed. The original bell remains. 

The front facade of the original section has one window on each side of a central 

vestibule entrance. The vestibule roof is trimmed with curvilinear brackelS in the same 
manner as the main roof. The same two-part molding that crowns the pointed windows is 

repeated around the 3-light triangular transom and the top of the door. Replacement brick 

faced concrete steps and 20th century iron roiLing lead to the main enlrallcc. Exterior light 

flxtures are 20th century additions. Original paired double-paneled doors are set within 

simple wood molding. Smaller versions of the main windows are present on the north and 

south sides of the vestibule. 

In 1953, a 32 foot by 54 foot frame addition was added to the back (west end) of 

the building.1 To accommodate the addition. the projecting chancel roof and the three 

original windows were removed. The center chancel window opening was enclosed and 

the other two window openings were enlarged for door openings into the new addition.2 

The addition provided space for Sunday School rooms, rest rooms and a recreation area 

1 Interview. ChUrch Congregation. The researcher met with church officers and other 
members at the church building on September 15. 1992. hereinafter cited as 
Interview. Church Congregation. 

2 Windows are stored in the new addition. 



· 7. Significance 

Period AN •• of 5lgnificance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
..L 1800-1899 
-L 1900-

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture....x..... rettglon 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriCUlture _ economics __ literature _ sculpture 
..L ,nehitecture _ education _ mi!ltary _ sociall 
_ art _ engtnHnng _ music hUmlinitarian 
_ commerce _ exploratiorvsllnlemlln. _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _Industry _ polltlcSlgovHnmllnt _ transportation 

_Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dat •• 1870's to Present Builder/Architect Builder: G. W. Suttles? 

Statement of ShJnificance (in one paragraph) 

Exemplary in bo th the contexts of architecture and religion, the Maplesvil le United 

Methodist Church provides insight into the development of the town of MaplesviUe in 

Chillon County Alabama. It is one of the few remaining buildings built between 1870 and 

1890 in the lown of Maplesville and is one of the few remaining Methodist churches built 

between 1870 and 1890 in Chilton County. The original church building, which has been 

in continuous use by a Methodist congregation for over 100 years, is an exceUent example 

of the one-room, GOlhic Revival style church buildings which once dotted the rural 

landscape throughout the south . The Methodist Church was the only church building in 

MaplesviUe until 1908 and according to the town history published in 1989, the building 

was used not only as a house of worship by members of both the Methodist and Baptist 

faith, but it was also used as a school building until the first town school building was buill 

around the tum of the century. 6 The church building was again used as a school building 

during the school year of 1923·24 while a new school building was being completed.7 The 

Maplesville United Methodist Church has tJ:een an imponant contributor to the continued 
welfare and unity of the community. 

Continued on 7. Significance Page 7.1 

6 LeCroy and Dennis, Maplesville History, pages. 71. As part of a Bicentennial 
Celebration. a History Committee chaired by Mrs. Frances Thomas was appointed 
to research the history of the town of Maplesville. This research was collected 
by Editors Lorene LeCroy and Blanche Dennis and published by the Town of 
Maplesville in 1989, hereinafter cited as LeCroy, Maplesville History. 

7 Ibid, page 73. 
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See. 8 . BibVograph~c:.~l References Page .8.1 

9. Geographical Data 
Ae ... .qe of "omln.ceG prcceny :....::2:.:4".,,6,,0,,0:....::5:.:Qc:.:....::f.:t ..:._ 

Cuaarangle name Cuaarang1e sca le 

Vera.' boun_rv d •• crtption 3na justification 
Beg NW int of Main 5t: & Southern R.R . th N 200 ' t o POB 
cont N 150 ' s th W 200 ' s th S 50 ' s th E 70 ' s th 5 90's . th £ 140 ' 5 
t o POB 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/title Maryellen M. Higginbotham Preservat ion Des i gn Consul tant 

ergamuUan Preservation Design Concep ts date November 10 . 1992 

305 Woodlawn Ave. 
sentet & numDer 

eitv or town Greensbor o . 

v 

181eonone (9 [9) 370- 4324 

state North Car olina 27401 

1 1. Please s ubmit color s lides of the property with this f orm. 

12. pl ease r eturn AlABAMA REGISTER fom to : 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDINATOR 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
725 MONROE STREET 
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 36130 



6. Description Page 6.1 

Remarkably. interior alterations have been minimal and most original fmishes and 

furnishings have been retained. A simplistic design joined Wilh concern for craftsmanship, 

which was also exhibited on the exterior, is continued on the inte rior. The vestibule ceiling 

is covered with 4 inch wide single beaded boards as are the upper side walls. a 4 fOOL 

wainscot or vertically applied uiple beaded boards completes the wall design. Junctures or 

adjoining wails are covered with decorative molding. The pointed arch motif used on the 

windows has been repealed on the sanctuary entrance and the chancel walls. Paneling and 

double-swinging doors have been used (0 enclose the lriangular vestibule opening. The 

traditional one-room church plan features a center aisle, Oanked by double rows of 

benches. The hand crafted benches, said to have been made by a Mr. Gandy. occupy two

th irds of the length or the room.3 The pulpit platronn, originally recessed. has been 

extended toward the congregation to accommodate the addition of choir chairs and an 

organ. The railing in front of the organ is a 20th century addi tion. Original walnUl pulpit 

and "preacher's chairs" remain. "The chief distinctive character of Methodist church 

buildings has been the communion rail reflecting the Anglican heritage".4 This communion 

railing is said to be original, however the turned railings may reflect the plalform 

changes.s 

The 14 In root high beadboard ceiling slopes gently down to 12 root hlgh 

bead board walls. Molding covers the joining of the ceiling and side walls. The wails are 

again decorated with a wainscot of vertically applied triple beaded boards, a 4 inch wide 

chair railing. and a 5 inch high baseboard. The same 4 inch wide molding used for the 

chair railing surrounds the windows. Floors in the both the vestibule and the sanctuary are 

3 lO 4 inch pine boards. Locations for four stoves arc visible on the side wall s. In 1966 a 

central heating and air conditioning system was installed. 

3 Interview, Church Congregation. 
4 Harmon, page 128. 
S Interview, Church Congregation. 



7. Significance Page 7.1 

Historical Backeround 

The completion of the Alabama and Tennessee River Railroad from Selma. 

Alabama lO Dalton, Georgia through the central part of Alabama was largely responsible for 

the founding and early growth of the present town of Maplesville, originally named Cuba, 

but locally referred to as Maplesville Station. This callcoad, which Ialer became the 

Southern Railroad, was completed through Maplesville Station during the early 1850'S.8 

The town. originally a part of Bibb County, was surveyed and laid out by surveyor, 

Wiltiam H. Wilson in 1853. "The State of Alabama, Bibb County- I have surveyed and 

laid a town in the county on the Railroad in Section 21, Township 21 , and Range 12 East 

and called the name of said town Cuba at the place called Maplesville Depot on the West 

half of the Nonh East quarter of Section 21, Township 21, and Range 122 East it being on 

the South end of said half quarter and on the road leading to Selma and where it crosses the 

Railroad which is represented by the next plan .... "9 "Old Maplesville", was a siage coach 

lown located approximately 3 miles to the east near me present community of Isabella. The 

old town of Maplesville gradually declined after the post office was moved closer to the 

railroad at the Maplesville Station.10 According to Abraham's History of Bibb CountY. 

there was 8 Methodist Church at "Old Maplesville" called Dunlaps Church. References to 

Dunlaps Church disappeared from local records after 1850" 

Maplesville and the surrounding area became part of Baker County which 

was created by legislation in 1868. This new county was fonned from territory taken from 

Bibb, Autauga, Shelby, and Perry Counties. Baker Chilton County was renamed Chilton 

County in 1871. 12 

8 Ibid. pages, 6 &7. 
9 Ibid. page 10. 

10 Maplesville History, page 62. 
11 Johnson, page 75. 
12 Owen, page 249. 



7. Significance Page 7.2 

Religious Context 

Methodism began in Alabama in 1808 with the arrival of Matthew P. Sturdivan~ 

Alabama's fIrst duly appointed elder and missionary. The Alabama Conference of the 

Methodist Protestant Church was organized in 1829, and the Alabama Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South was formed in 1867.13 Most early church records of 

the Maplesville Melhodisl Episcopal Church, South were los1 in a flre; however, present 

church members relate lhaltheir church was formed during Lhe 1850's. The dale coincides 

with the date of the disappearance of references to Dunlaps Methodist Church in "Old 

Maplesville". The frrsL services are said to have been conducted in a "brush arbor' at a site 
located at the crest of a hill on the Selma and Talladega Springs Road, across from Byrd 

Creek, and about a mile southwest fro m the new town of Maplesville. This site is referred 

to locally as the "old camp grounds".14 This same propeny of approximately 3 acres, was 

purchased September IS, 187 1 [rom a Mr. and Mrs. G. V. Dansby by Trustees W. A. D. 

Ramsey, G. W. Brand, and D. G. Waterworth for the use and benefits of the Maplesville 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 15 The Methodist Cemetery was also established at 

this site. The earliest readable tombstone inscription reads "I. P. Ward, Born August 3, 

1835, Died May 9, 1863" 

Among existing church records, are copies of one page from the I 87 I Quarterly 

Conference Record Book, copies of eighteen pages from the 1879-81 Dunnerly 

Conference Record Book. and The Sunday School Minutes for the year 1896. According 

to the 187 1 Conference Records, the Maplesville Methodist Church was listed as being in 

the Maplesville Charge, in the PrauviUe District, and in the Alabama Annual Conference. 

The Presiding Elder was the Rev. A. H. MitcheU, and the Rev. W. A. Montgomery was 

lhe minister for the Charge. D. 1. Waterworth was listed as lhe District Steward. The 

Minutes of the 1st Quarterly Conference for the year 18791isl the same information and 

aJso listed the names of other churches within the Maplesville Charge: MaplesviUe, 

13 

14 
Bicentennial Bulletin. 
Interview,Church Congregation. 

15 Chilton County Deed Book 17. page 385. 



7. Significance Page 7.3 

Mt. Moriah. Isabella. New Hope, Salem, Plantersville, Pleasant Valley, Pleasant Grove, 

and Pine Hill. Minutes of the 4th Quarterly Conference for the year 1881 list the church as 

still being in the Maplesville Charge and Prattville District and the Rev. A. H. Mitcbell 

continued as the Presiding Elder. The minister for the Charge was at that time the Rev. J. 

W. Menefee, and D. I. Waterworth remained the District Steward. 16 Only five of these 

churches are still active today.17 

Absence of notaLions mentioning assignments to Maplesvil le in ministerial journals 

after 1881, indicates that the Maplesville Methodist Church might have been assigned to 

another Charge, most likely the Plantersville Charge, as it is tOday.18 On July 16, 1887, 

church Trustees D. J. Waterworth and E. W. King purchased a 40 foot by 210 foot lo t, 

beside the East Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia Railroad, from Mrs. Nancy E. Goodwin 

for the sum of $40.00. 19 According to local tradition, the existing church building was 

dismantled at the cemetery site, each part numbered, and then reassembled at the present 

SilC.20 Mr. G. W. Suules is reported to have been the carpenter and to have been assisted 

by Mr. H. C. Bearden. TIle church building is also said to have been relocated to its 

present site facing the railroad because train passengers reported being disappointed when 

passing through a town and not seeing a church. The Methodist parsonage stood behind 

the church until 1920, when it was sold, dismantled, and the lumber used to build another 

house.21 

The Alabama Christian Advocate of April 24, 1913 listed the following deaths of 

Maplesville residents: "Mrs. D. J. Waterworth through whose influence Maplesville 

Church was built, dies at her home near Maplesville, age 83" and"M.C. Glover 

Maplesville, Alabama April 4, 1913".22 

16 Quarterly Conference Records November 26, 1881. 
17 Interview, Pickard. 
18 Interview, Pickard. 
19 Chilton County Deed Book 17, page 386. 
20 The original windows stored on the property are etched with Roman numerals. 
21 Interview, Church Congregation 
22 LeCroy, Maplesville History. page III. 



7. Significance Page 7.4. 

The Maplesville United Methodisl Church purchased the 101 and house adjoining lhe 

church property on lhe south side in 1957.23 The house was renled for a numher of years 

hefore being demolished.24 The church also purchased 20 additional feel on the north side 

in 1976.25 

Architectural Context 

Most of the 19th century frame, commercial buildings in MaplesviUe were 

destroyed in fires in 1912 and 1927.26 The laslfemaining frame store was demolished 

within the last two years.27 The few remaining 19th century buiJdings are the Method.ist 

Church and a few simple, frame, one-story dwellings. 

Plans for the building of lhe Maplesville Methodisl Episcopal Church. South were 

quite probably purchased from the Methodist Episcopal Board of Church Extension which 

began publishing suitable church plans, adaptable for all seclions of the country, in 1875. 

These catalogues exhibited church and parsonage plans for nea~ plain frame buildings 

suitable for counuy seuings, as well as, elaborate brick or frame plans for urban settings. 

Individual plans were available in several sizes, with either plain or Gothic style windows, 

and with several differenl sly les for a belfry or lowers.28 Slyles for Methodisl churches 

buill during lhe 19th century "followed popular taste though often with a sligh I lime 

lapse".29 Popular architectural styles were communicated by observation and publications. 

Two other existing early Methodist churches in the Maplesville area, Isabella 

Methodisl Church also in ChUlon County and Sandy Chapel Methodisl Church near 

CenterviUe. have a form similar 10 the Maplesville Methodist Church bUl with differenl 

entrances. Isabella MethodiSl Church, a documenled member of the Maplesville Charge 

23 Chilton County Deed Book 455, page 105. 
24 Interview, Church Congregation 
25 Chilton County Deed book 610, page 700. 
26 LeCroy, Maplesville History, pages 19 & 22. 
27 Interview, Church Congregation. 
28 Kynett, 1989 
29 Harmon, page 128. 
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[rom 1871 to 1881, appears, stylistically, to have been built after the Maplesville 

Methodist Church. It is larger in size, has 4 plain symmetrically placed windows on each 

side, and 2 tower enlrances on the front facade. Sandy Chapel Methodist Church, which is 

no longer an active church, is approximately the same size as the Maplesville Methodist 

Church. 1L aJso has the same pointed arched style windows, however, these windows are 

wider and have only 3 over 2 lights. The overhanging roof is supported by curvilinear 

brackets. The front facade has a centrally located bell tower. Other decorative details were 

either removed or covered when aluminum Siding was added. The interior of Sandy 

Chapel. which has experienced little change, is similar to lbe interior of the Maplesville 

Methodist church but exhibits less detail and craflSrnanship. 

According to the architectural survey conducted in Chilton County between 1983 

and 1985 by the Alabama Historical Commission and the Chilton Coumy Historical 

Society, the Maplesville UnilCd Methodist Church building is the only 1870's church 

building of its type remaining in Chilton County and one of the best preserved of that era in 

the SLate.30 With the last of the early frame commercial buildings, a store located at the 

comer of Main Street and Railroad Street. having been demolished within the last two years 

and only two other 19th cenrury frame buildings remaining on Railroad Street. there is great 

concern for the future of the Maplesvil le United Methodist Church building. The 

Maplesville United Methodist Church, presently, has a small congregation with only 5 

active members. 

30 Interview, Klinner. 
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Maplesville United Methodist Church, Maplesville, Alabama. 

I. 19 12 Post Card showing East Facade. 

2. View of Maplesville from the east 

3. Detail of SUde #2 showing Maplesville Methodist Church. 

4. View of Maplesville from the west. 

5. Detail of SLide #4 showing the Maplesville Methodist Church. 

6. East facade of chu rch, 1989. 

7. East facade of church, L992. 

8. Detail of vestibule windows and curvilinear brackets, 1992. 

9. Nonh facade of church, 1992. 

10. West facade of church showing ghost mark of recessed chancel roof, 1992. 

L I. South facade of church, L 992. 

12. View of south facade of original section, 1992. 

L3. Sanctuary west waiL, 1992. 

14. Sanctuary east wall, 1992 

15. View of pulpit platform, 1992. 

16. Detail of pews, 1992. 

17. Detail of wainscoting and window molding,1992. 

18. Detail of vestibule entrance showing poinled arch motif, 1992. 

19. Detail of vestibule showing comer molding detail, 1992. 

20. Detail of vestibule exterior door, L992. 
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