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1. NAME OF PROPERTY                                                                                                                     
Historic Name:  
and/or Common Name:  
 
 
 
2. LOCATION                                                                                                                 
Street & Number:  
City:  
State: Alabama  County:                                         Zip:  
Is the property located within the city limits? Yes  No 
Township:                  Range:                  Section:                     USGS Quad Map:               
 
 
3. CLASSIFICATION                                                                                                       
Category:      Building(s)     District Structure   Site Object  
Ownership:   Public Private Both  
Status:   Occupied Unoccupied  Work in progress       

Public Acquisition:  In process Being considered   

Accessible:   No  Yes: restricted Yes: unrestricted     
 
 
 
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY                                                                         
Name:  Telephone:  
Street & Number:    
City:  State: Zip:  
Email:     
 
 
 
5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN   
Attach sketched floor plan.  If the property includes more than one building, submit a site plan 
showing the locations, dates of construction, and uses of the buildings.  
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6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION   See Instructions for more information.   
Construction date:  Source:  
Alteration date:   Source:   
Architect/Builder:  Contractor:   
Physical condition: 
(Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Ruinous) 

 Remaining historic fabric: 
(High, Medium, Low) 

 

No. of stories:  
Historic use of property:  
Current use of property:   
Architectural style category:  Architectural style sub-category:  
Basic typology:   Basic shape:   
Basic floor plan:  Historic Construction material(s):   
Current exterior wall 
material(s) 

 Roof finish material(s):   

Main roof configuration:  Foundation material:   
Porch type:   
Window type and materials:   
Describe alterations:  

 
Number and type of all outbuildings:       
(if significant, fill out separate survey form)  

Exterior Architectural Description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of Setting: 
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7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Criteria (check all that apply and explain below).  See Instructions for more information.  
  

Criterion A:  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the 
community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion B: Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community, state, or 
nation. 
 

Criterion C: Type, period, or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development 
of the community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion D: Property has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in Alabama’s history or prehistory 
(archaeological component). 

 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (check all that apply and explain below) 

archeology-prehistoric  community planning industry             religion 
archeology-historic  conservation  landscape architecture     scientific 
agriculture   education  law              sculpture 
architecture   engineering  literature             social history 
art    exploration/settlement military              theater 
commerce   funerary art  music             other: _______________________ 
communications  humanitarian  politics/government              

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
For each area of significance checked above, explain why this property is important.  Use additional sheets as necessary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Allen Plantation 

Alabama Register Nomination 

Statement of Significance, continued 

 

 

 

The Allen family men of Cromwell have fought in many American battles.  Men have fought in 

the American Revolution, War of 1812, Civil War, WWI & II, Korean War, Vietnam, and the 

Gulf War.  The Plantation home as been used as a regular meeting place for the Daughters of 

the American Revolution  (DAR) and the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC).   

 

Allen Plantation is a true treasure for West Alabama and Choctaw County.  It has survived 

many storms such as timber being hit from tornadoes in the summer of 2011.  The Allen 

Plantation has survived and the current owner plans to continue this heritage by doing a 

complete restoration to the property.  The owner plans to level the home, add a new metal 

roof, new plumbing, replace rotten wood, new electrical wiring, new HVAC ductwork and 
units, new insulation, new exterior and interior painting, remover sheetrock and preserve the 

heart pine walls, restore heart pine flooring, and landscaping.   

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Allen Plantation Home (ORIGINAL):  1841-67, Removed in the 1960s 

Existing Allen Plantation Home:  1897 

Smokehouse:  1841-1867 

Shed:  1841-1867 

Chicken House: (1867-1920s, not sure on this date) 

 

Allen General Store:  1867 

Allen Grist Mill:  1867 (no longer extant) 

Allen School House:  1867 until 1900s; burned in 1950s and rebuilt; burned again in 1990 and 

rebuilt.  

Cromwell Feed Mill:  1960s 

 

BUILDING MATERIALS 

Allen Plantation Materials:  Heart pine flooring; heart pine tongue and groove walls and ceiling, 

heart pine lapped outside board siding, hand carved rails on front porch; handmade bricks.  

 

Allen Smokehouse & Shed: heart pine logs (tongue and groove); pine board ceiling; tin roof 
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES                                                                      
Use attached sheets as necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA                                                                                              
Acreage of nominated property:       
 
Attach a map showing the location of the property.  
 
 

10. Person Applying for Historic Register Designation                                                                         
Name:    
Address:     
City:  State:                                Zip:    
Telephone:   
Email:   
 
 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS:                    
Images are essential to the review process. They can be 4x6 color prints or digital images on a CD/DVD.  All 
photographs will become the property of the AHC and will not be returned.  
 
 

12. REMINDER:                    
Along with this completed application, include attachments for Items 5, 9 and 11 and send them to:  

 
Alabama Historical Commission 

Attn:  Lee Anne  
468 S. Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
 


	STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

	Site: Off
	Object: Off
	Public: Off
	Occupied: On
	In process: Off
	No_2: Off
	District: Off
	Private: On
	Unoccupied: Off
	Being considered: Off
	Yes restricted: On
	Structure: Off
	Both: Off
	Work in progress: Off
	Yes unrestricted: Off
	Criterion A  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the: On
	Criterion B Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community state or: Off
	Criterion C Type period or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development: On
	Criterion D Property has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in Alabamas history or prehistory: Off
	archeologyprehistoric: Off
	archeologyhistoric: Off
	agriculture: On
	architecture: On
	art: Off
	commerce: Off
	communications: Off
	community planning: Off
	conservation: Off
	education: Off
	engineering: Off
	explorationsettlement: On
	funerary art: Off
	humanitarian: Off
	industry: Off
	landscape architecture: Off
	law: Off
	literature: Off
	military: Off
	music: Off
	politicsgovernment: Off
	religion: Off
	scientific: Off
	sculpture: Off
	social history: Off
	theater: Off
	other: Off
	Historic name: Allen Plantation
	Common name: Allen Plantation
	city: Lisman
	Buildings: On
	yes limits: Off
	no limits: On
	township: 14N
	range: 3W
	section: 3
	USGS map: Lisman
	address: 671 Choctaw County Road 7
	county: Choctaw
	address owner: 8800 Pine Forest Road, Apt. 11303
	name owner: John Allen III
	city owner: Pensacola
	email owner: allenjt3@yahoo.com
	zip owner: 32534
	zip: 36912
	state owner: FL
	statement of signficance: After the Choctaw Indians were removed from the area, there were four early families who settled the Cromwell area.  They were the Allen Family, the Ford Family, Pierce Family, and Benjamin Ezell (freed slave of John Ezell of the Desotoville area).  Lather the Guthrie Family and Shearson Family settled this area.  On January 1, 1838, Benjamin Allen and his wife Hulda crossed the Tombigbee River in a wagon to what is now Choctaw County, AL with the family from North Carolina.  They settled in the Halsell community.  Benjamin and Hulda had 15 children.  His oldest child, Richmond Allen and his wife Sarah with their son James moved into Cromwell about five miles away in 1867. This land became the Allen Plantation.  The original deed says the 870 acres of land was sold from John Hughes and Jesse C. Roberts of Lauderdale County, Mississippi in January 1897 for the sum of $3650.  Over the years the plantation expanded to over 8000 acres.  Plantations were usually stereotyped as having slaves to work the crops and be involved in all the agricultural tasks on the property.  The Allen Family had large families of generally eight to nine children.  With so many children, they all worked the farm and started businesses.  This area is blessed with good farming, timber land, and good water.  The Allen's farmed cotton, cattle, timber, hogs, and chickens.  Still today the plantation farms Long Leaf timber and does commercial hunting.  Leo Allen, co-owner of Bent Creek Lodge, which hunts on the plantation, was the first commercial hunting lodge in Alabama.  It has been on ESPN, The Outdoor Channel, etc.  Leo also farmed cattle with his father J.T. Allen, Jr. up until 1998.  Family members have started different businesses such as the Allen General Store, School House, Grist Mill, Allen Gin Company, and a feed mill, all on the plantation.  Later on the Post Office was located in the General Store.  The Grist Mill and Allen Gin Company were both located on Yantley Creek.  The railroad was also significant for the plantation.  In 192, the Alabama Tennessee and Northern was completed from Mobile to Reform.  In 1948, the Frisco bought the railroad, and now it is Burlington Northern.  The Meridian and Bigbee Railroad was built in 1936 from Meridian, Mississippi with a turntable and depot at Cromwell.  The railroad helped move cotton and timber from the Allen Plantation and the Cromwell area into larger populated areas such as Mobile.                                                                                     --continued on attached sheets--
	bibliography: Source for House Date:  Writing on wall by W. A. Brown; Choctaw County Historical Commission (deed shows the purchase of the property); and the stories told from my family passed down of the 1841-67 buildings & property deed from 1867. Source for Alteration Dates:  Aunt Ann Allen who lives across the street from the house currently says that she can remember after getting married that she lived in the house for her first year of marriage.  She says a room was changed into a kitchen.  J.T. Allen, Jr. said as a boy the room was his and his brother's bedroom.  He and his wife added sheetrock in the rooms later on.  Architect/Builder:  Allen Plantation Home:  Thomas Walton Allen, Sr. and W.A. Brown;  Smokehouse, shed and chicken house:  Richmond Allen and Thomas Walton Allen, Sr. Contractor:  Allen Plantation Home:  Thomas Walton Allen, Sr. and W.A. Brown; Smokehouse and Shed: Richmond Allen and sons
	other signif: 
	acreage: approximately 20 acres (the farm land that touches the house is approximately 4500 acres)
	name applying: John Allen III
	address applying: 8800 Pine Forest Road, Apt. 11303
	zip applying: 32534
	state applying: FL
	city applying: Pensacola
	telephone applying: 251.533.2350
	email applying: allenjt3@yahoo.com
	Tele Owner: 251.533.2350
	Construction Date: 1897
	Source 1: Writing on wall by W.A. Brown; see bibliography
	Alteration Date: 1898; 1930s; 1955
	Source 2: Aunt Ann Allen
	Architect/Builder: Richmond Allen & Thomas Walton Allen, Sr. 
	Physical Condition: Excellent
	Contractor: Richmond Allen; Thomas Walton Allen, Sr. W.A. Brown
	Remaining Historic Fabric: High
	No: 
	 of stories: two

	Historic Use of Property: Residence--Farm
	Current Use of Property: Residence--Farm
	Architectural style Category: N/A
	Architectural style sub-category: N/A
	Basic typology: N/A
	Basic shape: L-Shaped
	Basic floor plan: Center Hall
	Historic Constrcution material(s): Heart Pine
	Current exterior wall material(s): Heart Pine
	Roof finish material(s): Metal
	Main roof configuration: Hipped
	Foundation material: Hand made bricks
	Porch type: Attached
	Window type and materials: 3/1 double hung; wood
	Describe alterations: 1898: added on to house; 1930s: plumbing & electrical; 1955: sheetrock & change a room to kitchen
	Number and type of all outbuildings: Smokehouse (1841-67); Wooden Shed (1841-67); Chicken House (1867-1920s); storm windows (clear glass) over the window casing
	Exterior Architectural Description: Two story, wood-frame, late 19th century house with hipped roof of composite shingles.  Projecting gable on roof.  Front facade features a central door, with three-paned sidelights and two-paned transom; four wooden 3/1 windows (2 on either side of the front door).  The porch is attached and features original railings and columns.  The house sits on a handmade brick piers.  
	Description of Setting: The Allen Plantation Home is surrounded by a smokehouse, shed, and a chicken house.  The home sits on a hill off of County Road 7 and sits in front of a large pine plantation.  Yantley Creek is about 1/4 of a mile to the North of the house.  The plantation is now roughly 8000 acres.  The Allen Family mainly operates a timber operation on the plantation.  The old Allen Cotton Gin is still on Yantley Creek about a mile to the North on County Road 7.  Two hundred yards away is the Cromwell Feed Mill, Allen General Store, and the Cotton Warehouse.  Across from he Allen Plantation home is where the Allen General Store and the Allen School were originally located.  Both the original store and the school are no longer extant.  
	Latitude:: 32.214126
	Longitude: -88.271885


