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J. Na me 
historic Choclaw Counly Courthouse 
aOlilor common 

2. Loeatioll 
streel & numMr I I 7 SOUlh Mulberry Ayenue (Alabama !-lighway I]) 
city town Buller ___ yjcinilyof 
stale AJabama crumty Choctaw lIP 36904 

3. C lassific;!tiQo 
Ca t~ory OWDfrship Sta tuI 
_ district _IlJlUblic _1l_ o«upied 
_1l_building($) --private _ unoccupied 
_ structure _ both _ work in progress 
_ site Public Acquisit ion Acceuible 
_ object _ In process ---yes: restricted 

being considered _x.ses: unres.tricted 

"' -

4. Owner of Prol'erty 
name Choctaw Coyn!y Commjssjon 
s!ret! & number 1!1 SQUlh Mylbcn::y Ayenue Suils 9 
city town BUller -viciniIY of 

Prestot Use 
_ agriculture museum 

commercial -"~ 
educational --private residence 
entertainment _ religious 

_x -sovcrnment scientific 
industrial transportation 

_military _ other: 

Phone number 2Q$-459.2417 

(Probate Judie) 
1m 36904 

:;;. Floor Illao & site plan. UK space below to skclcb noor plan and iii!: plan otAIIACh additional sheet 

AIIAChed 



6. Pest rj pnO" CSq; lItocbed WStructlOCl' for speci[" I"jdctjnc< l 

Cond ition 
excellent 

_"..,.800d 
_ fair 

deteriolll.ted 
rums 

_ unexposed 

C heck one 
_ un.al!ered 

II altered 

Chuk one 
_"_ original site 

moved date' _______ _ 

Describe the p resenland original (if known) IlhYJiulallpurance. 

The Choctaw County Courthouse is a two· story, yellow brick. hipped·roofbuitding dating from t 906 and 
depicting strong Beaux Arts Classicism elements commonly seen in public buildings during the early 20th 
century. Dominant stylistic clements include the monumental scale, hipped roof. water table, projecting gabled 
dOTTnl!r$ (on north, south, and west) and projecting raised portico on the facade (east). Notable exterior details 
appear in the two-tiered portico, the upper tier consisting of Corinthian coluT1U15 supporting a pediment and the 
lower tier of brick pien supporting a brick arcade . Square rooftoweT$ which originally flanked the port ico no 
longer exist, though tile protruding center block of the dructure denotes tOOr location. Curved walls. at the rear 
comers of the building have been maintained. Notable original interior elements include the double stairs leading 
to the courtroom balcony and an original vaul! Additions were made in 1955 to the north and south ends orthe 
building and again in 1965 on the rear (west). Though modem in design, the scale and styling of these elemenls 
(particularly the one· story north and 50uth wings) are sympathetic 10 the appeararn::e orthe original building. 

Centrally located in the rural southwestern Alabama community of BUller, the Choctaw County Courthouse 
stand, as one orthe region's most notable architectural landmarks. The bu ilding faces east on appro~imatcly one 
acre, at the southwest comer of the intersection of state highways 17 (Mulberry Avenlle) and 10 (Plishmalaha 
Street) , A Confederate statlle erected in 1936 stands at the northeast comer oflhe building. Local historians 
believe that it was made at the Townsend Studio in Cl.ITeril, Italy for a cost of $2.420. A Confederate marker 
dating from 1939 islocatoo on the northwest comer orthe lot . A small grass·covered yard area surrounds the 
building, with an asphalt parking area located at the rear of tile lot 

In 1955, one-story hipped·roofwings were added at the north and south ends of the original building. This 
addition resulted in several alterations to tile existing structure. Several windows were covered with brick and 
first floor hall$ were faced with green ceramic wall tile (lower panion) and leJTaUO floor tiles (black/white/grey), 
so thaI these areas would match the ncw wings . Original walls appear to have been plaster and floors wood. 
A150, ceilings were lowered and acoustical tiles inSla!!ed, and original doors and windows were replaced with 
modem aluminum·framed units. One of two original chimneys (the northernmost) and four mantels were 
removed, and four fireplaces were enclosed. The addition provided ten new of1ices. two storage vaults, four 
restrooms, a Commi$5ioncrs Court and Grand Jury rooms, for a cost of over $110,000 

In 1965, an addition consisting of two-stories and a partial basement was made to the rear (west) of tile original 
buildin8 for D east of $3 17,000. Til<: new ""';ng provided additional olTl(;e and ,Co>t room f.dtities. I" an all~"'pt 
\0 blend with the original style and design. yellow brick was used. and the water table was extended to create a 
raised basement dfeo:::t Around the time orthis addition, the two front roof towers were removed because of 
continued roofleaks and repairs. 

In 1994, an elevator was installed at the jurn::tion ortlle northwest comer ofthe original building and tile 
northeasl comer of the rear addition. 

(For additional details see attached paper by Ann H. Gay.) 



7. Significance {See .nocbcd jOW!lC!jgo' for !ReCine gllldr;ljnes} 

Period 
---",""""" 
_1400-1499 

1$00-1599 
1600-1799 

~1700-1799 

1800-1899 ___ 19()(). 

Areas orS ignifiu.n(~hc(k and justiry below 
_wcheology-pfehisto!lc ~c:ommuN1y planning _ landsceope .,cNlectur. 
_1fdleoIoav-historic __ ~"" _ Ow 
_agriculture _KOIlOITIic:5 _ literature 
_ ..... rchitOctUfO _edue.1ion _ ....... 
_" _,ngin&eiilg music 
_commo<C8 _oxplGls1ionlnttl,menl -----Philosophy 
_communications _ind!iS1fy j..POliticslgovemment 

Sueci fi c d31 tS 1206-7 UUjld trlA rcbjtt'c1 Wjlljam SHull 

S ta tement of S ign ificance (in one paragrapb). 

_religion 
_sci&n<:e 
_sculplu<. 
_IOdaV 

humanitarian 
_thaBler 
_other (speci1y) 

The C~aw County Counbouse is eligible for listing on tbe Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage 
under Criterion A in the area of politics/government and under Criterion C under the area of architecture. As the 
earlit$t txtant C~aw County counhouse, it lias been the nucleus of county governmental and political activity 
since its completion in ]9(l7. Architecturally, its Beau_ Ans Classical styling and monumental scale define it as I 
visual landmark for Butler and Choctaw County. as well as the sulTounding southwest Alabama Coastal Plain. It 
funhermore depicts an example of an art:hitectura] style popularized during a period of general prosperity and 
expansion of public build ings at the tum-of-the-century and remains as one ofa few sucb counhouses to survive 
later construction boonu. 

HISTORICAL SIlMMARY: 
Choctaw County was created by the legislature on December 29. 1847, out of territory taken from Washington 
and Sumter counties. The earliest governmental activities were carried on at the counbouse in Barrytown, the 
former seat of Washington County. in Ihe southern part of lhe county. A county commission was named 10 
choose a suitable location for the Kat of government within I four- mile radius of the center of the county. 
Subsequenl aCIS on January ]9, 11148. and March ], 1848, extended tile location to a si~-mile radius and required 
that an election be held to determine the finailOCItion. T he name DUller was given 10 lhe new county seat, in 
honor of Mexican War hero Pierce Butler of South Carolina. In ]848, a frame counhousc was constructed on 
the site of the presenl counhoust. This structure occupied the site until 1906, when it was moved to the wcst 
side of the block to accommodate the new building. After completion of the new building. the 1848 structure 
was then purchased by O,C. Ulmer and moved acros.s the street for occupation by local businessmen until it 
burned in 1932 (Colonial Dames, p, 17). It is possible that the 1848 building wn actually replaced during the 
antebellum period following an 1859 fire (Ann Gay, p. l, from ALKOU). During this early period, Ihe county 
al so constructed a probate office on the courthouse square. This building apparent ly burned in 1871 and was 
replaced by a small brick structure on the southeast comer of the block which stood until the early-20th century 
(Colonial Dames, p. 17). 

In 1906, during a period of general CCOfIomic growth and expansion of public facilities, ChOClaw County began 
construction ofa new counhousc.. Architect William S Hull of Jackson. Mississippi. was selected \0 design the 
building. and HuggCl" Brothers Builders of Montgomery were cbosen as contractors An NSloric poslcard ITom 
]9(lS reveals the Choctaw County Counhousc 10 be a scaled-down version of anolher Hull building. the Hinds 
County Coonhousc in Jackson. Mississippi (replaced by the present ]933 counhousc) The design was again 
used in 1908 in the Washington County Counhousc in Chalom. though this building was replaced wi th a modem 
structure in 1964. The architect is also credited with the Bibb County Counhousc in Centreville. The Choctaw 
County CO!.lnhouse at Butler. ralher than being replaced, was added to a altered to meet changing needs and 
growth It has been the ccntrallocation of coun ty government, politics, and law enforcement since its 



construo;;tion, and it stands as the largest and most archi tecturally impressive building in the county and 
$Urrounding area. 

A Confederate statue, known as " The Confederate Soldier," was erected on the nonheast comer of the squau in 
1936 and stands as the only statue in tke county. It was made in Italy, probably at Townsend Studio in Carrera. 
Behind the counhou$e, on the nonhwest comer of tile propcny. is a Confederate marker placed by the United 
Daughters or tlle Confederacy in 1939. 

See AM H. Gay paper for details on const1\letion COSts, county offICials. aoo contractors or 1906 counhou$e and 
1955 and 1965 additi~. 
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Register-Nomination, 26, 1997) 
Owen, Thomas McAdory. History ofAJail.aDlA and Dictionary of Alabama Biography Chicago' The SJ . Chute 

Publishing Company, 1921. 
The National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the State of Alabama. Early C()!!rtOO!!5eS of Alahama 

Prior to 1860. Mobile: Jordan Printing Company, 1966. 

9. GtGt:r3phical pata 

Acreage of JlOmioa"':"~P':O:""::Y==::I~.~cr~',:::=== Quadrangle name _ 

Enclose map showing location of property. (cily or county map, stale highway depatlment map, or USGS map) 

10. form Prel)3rcd By Sally Moore (AHCl nod 

oamcl!j!le Ann H Gay (Mrs Paul) 
orgMira1ion Choctaw County Hislorical Society dAtC 6/19/97 
street &. number J08 Miller Ayenue Ie!epbonc 205=159-2828 
city or lown BUlICr Slale AL zip J6904 

J I. Please submit color slides of the prDJlcrty with this form. 

Color slides arc essential to the review process, 

12. Picas£, n:turn ALABAMA B,ECISIER form and docuDlentation to: 

Alabama Register Coord Inator 
Alabama HIstorical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
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1. Name 
historic 

CHOCTaW COUNTY COURTHQUSE 

and!or common 

2. Location 
meet & cumber 
cil)' town 

1 17 S. ;1!1 1be rr y 

OllTTER . AI. 

slal e 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district X,public 
.:6"building{s) ----private 

- structure _ both 
sile Public Acquisilion 

_ object _ In process 
_ beiDg considered 

4. Owner of Property 

;venll e ( Hjgh wa y 17) 
---vicinitvof 

cou nty CHOCT ll h' 

Status Present U~e 
~occupicd _ agriculture 
_unoccupied - commercial 
_work in progress educational 
Accessible entertainment 
----"-yes: restricted Lgovcromcnt 
:i.:ies: llnrcstricted - industrial 

"' _ military 

ZIP 36 9 0 1 

museum -
_park 
----privale residence 
_ religiolls 

scientific 
_ transportation 

other: 

name CHOCTAW CO UNTY COM MISSION 

street & number 
~ity IOwn 

)) 7 S. Mu l berr y Ayenue Suite 9 

Phpne number 1- 205-4 59-241 7 
(Pro ba t e J ud oe) 

BUTLE R ___ yjcinityof zip 3 6904 

s. F loQr pIal! & s ite plan. Use space below to sketch floor plan and sile plan or allacb additional sheet 

See addi t ion al shee t attached 
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7. Significa lice (Sa; QiiAChed ioSiooioN for specific guidelines ) 

Period 
........J>rehisloric 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1799 
_1700-1799 
_111()O..1899 
)/.,000-

Arus or Significance-Check and juslify below 
_archeology-plehlstorlc _communily pl8nning _landscape archiledure 
_lrcheology-hlslOric _~l\SfHValion _ " , 
_ agrlcunure __ _ liIerature 
X.rchilectur. _education _ _ • 
_'" _englnHring _ m"" 
_"""""-_ _eJpIofalionlsettJemeni ---Philosophy 
_communlcallon$ _ industry ..::t..J>oIiIicemment 

Staiement or Significantt (in Ont paragraph). 

_ religion 
- ... ~ 
_aeu.lptur. - -, 

hurmonbrif,,, 
_!hoeale. 
_other (sp&eify) 

The Choctaw County Coucthouse, loc~ted on its ocigin~l 1847 site in 

Butler, AL has been the central loca t ion of county business 

Ind 1;1\ .. enforcement . It is the mOst visible ~ nd impcessive building in 

the to"'n, which grew up acound the aquace . The si te of celebcations 

and lynchings, It Is the majoc pceserver of county records and 

history. Tn Its yard on t he Nor t h side s t ands th e only statue In the 

coun t y . the Confederate Soldiec . made in !taly and dedica t ed in 1937 . 

lts classical architectural s t yle and size m~ke the building unique 
in the 900 squace mile acea of the county . 

Histocy: COnstCuction began In 1906 ; building occuple<l In 1907. 

Additions to building: 19')4 : 

L. L. Sra8field. Mecldian, 

One story wings a dded on the Nocth and 
South end of building 
MS, Architect; Hoody and Webb, COntractors. 

Additions to buildlog 196~: Two story ~nd h~lf basement added to 
provide additional offices, rest rooms, etc . Yello,.. b .. iclI used 
to match existing building . Large .dng added on West side of bldg. 
James. F. Hu .. d. Architect; F. B . Bear Contr-acting Company, General 

Contractoc . Judge Richard E. McPhearson. Chaicman of County Commission. 
The building is occupied by county o Yficecs an~ not under current 
th~.:ot. 



, . 

8. Major Bjbliograuhical Re ferences 
BOO'.: D COURT OF COUNTY CO'IMISSIONERS 1 2 Febl'"u ~ry 1906 pages 105 - 135, 142 f 

BOOk M MINUTES. COMMISSTONERS COURT 16 March 19 54 

Th e Choeta" .>.dvoca te . Jan. 29, 1953 and Feb. "i , 195 3 

Gay. Ann H. CHOeTAI'.' NAMES AND NOTES. Heddian, MS, Bro"'n Print ing . c1993 
Article o n interview with proba t e Judge Hun ter Phillips a n d 
1954 "ddi ti on 

Other SOUrces cited a t end o f at t ached papers . 

9. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ac re 
Quadrangle name BIlTT ER 

Enclose map showing locatioo of property. (city or county map, state highway depa rt ment map. or USGS map) 

:-lap of Butler, s how ing pho t ograph of courthouse, encl osod 

10. Form Prepared By 

nameltjtle ADn H Gay (Mrs Pall)) CUOC TAW COJJNTY !II STOB I CAL SOC J ETY . V. P. 
Pruanj z aljon CHOCTAW COIJNU HI STORIC;r. SOC I ETY date 
street & nYmber 308 Mj J J er Ayenue (Mrs. Gay) Ic!cphonc l_2 0 5_459_2828 
city or town BUTL ER Slale AL ZIP 35904 

I I. Please submit color slid es of the property with this form. 

Color slides arc essential to the review process 

12. Please return ALABAMA REG ISTER form and documentation to: 

Alabama Reg ister Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
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A Good Neighbor. .. 
Protecti ng Ou r N atu ral 
Heritage. 

Responding to economic and social needs 01 the 
community is one 01 our major goals. 

The broad 0 ppM u ni lies ah ead t Of bot h James River 
and Nahwlaare indicat iveQI tnt!lesponsiveness we 
leel for strengthening and encouraging a greater 
Involvement 

Growth 01 area economics through job expansions 
is an on-going effort at James River Improving 
educa!ional fac ili ties wit h new and expanded 
schools, vocat ional train ing, on·the- job training are 
areas 01 major Importance in keeping the growth pace 
01 Naheola ir'l step with the rest 01 the nation, 

Our commitment to lomorrow is to make break· 
t hrou gh 5 today t award, mprovi ng the lile around y s. 
Soc I al and te<: hno logical responsiveness i s the key 
to helping our community become a better place In 

which 10 live and work. 

Newideas for a beHer tomorro ..... meansanon·going 
ef fOr1 at N aheola to strive coot inuousiy for a healthy 
environment 

Protectlnllthe future oppor1unities for employees 
and their en ildren is 11 resPOfIslbi lily tlla! J ames Rivet" 
reeognizes as a primary endeavor. 
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cnOCTAW COUNTY. ALMIAloIA COUItTflOUSF. 
H .... nn H . G"y 

~" ... l al 
ta .. - C()l.lnt~· 

pt.'led nd 

.'-l'''':~ ",,110,", b .. l,'k I • .-o-.. Iorv b" IdinlC, Ih 'h 
r ho', ~ Ln S .. 'I .... , 1,1., ",,,. t,"~L'" In 1906 s!,d ,om 
u]lf'd ,n 190i. IHlliam S. H, 11 cof J,wk.on, ~_ .. n 

he ar-chltcct 
(n,l Cl·0 ... . 

", d Huee Br .. th a B" J.d .. rll cf '10/ltcoacry .... re t. .. 

," 
That 

This "",ld,n, ae ... ,. ,,) I>e ... ,·al,..i-,!o"" ,.,1" 

Juekaon, 'IS "ourthouae 5hovn on a l!ll~ po"t..o.rd. 
sl.uped lo"lldir"t h d an attach",d porch ... ilh (1\'''' '1" h .. 
t" hale"n), w"j, .il( rorlnthian e IUlllns. The 

C urlho"a.,. haa thj a .... , <'l,\~ai<'a alyling. the .1 •• ' 

: :,e 
squfI .... 
and Rbo .. 
'OURt 

p "II. "itt. lhr,l' "01 fiv", a,·d, .... ~n ",lit. f·u, not ai' J 
ClI inthian 01"111"'" >n t- e balcony, 

Tl", ~.ah'''l!It()II ('""nt)', ... 1. Co .. rtho""" hUll' in ::101'1, ;; 1 i"lII 
S . Hull or .Ja(·k,o". ,,.chite('t. II ....... ,. to be" ", l",,~~ 01- "I'~' "f 
th" Chl)<:t,,~, ,,,yn!::: ~ourthous... llull "pp"rellll~' had one IIener; 
1'1an "n,1 us."! it. fUI both Al"b ... " courthouses' I'e ,"'<,nder if 
11>",-,. "f'e m"n-, lhe I<,'""hington County Courthousl' in ("hll\o,", AI., 
d .. ~!""ed J,r H"ll, ""~ lorn down >In<l .. ,.Vlac,.o1 "·il.h llIod",-!!"1I 
illC jll 1961. 

Th" Cho("U .... Co ,,,,t)' Co u rthous", o.;nb m>t t' .• rll .Jo~'n, but "ld,,j 
to "\el' !.h,· ~'~"r~, am! "llho"gh mo<lifi~rI "'.i11 ",·t";,,,, tht:' d,g" 
ty .lnd style- of the ori(lnnl. rt has been the centrel lO'lticlII 
"f coun\7 b.,,,; "" .. 8 , lel"l trlln,..action$ 'nd 1" .. ('"f"r~ .. m ... o! ",,01 
the IIl,'~e-.t ,.od mOllt impr .. llaive b"ildill'l in 'h", 'o~n "'1, II .'-." 
up around It. Th" lIitl" or cel .. brations ann j ",hi"Ca ts th 
prellt'rVer of count\, • .. c,rds nnd hilltory . 

Tn ;I.S T""d on the "ortheast sid .. fac;n'!!" lIigh~'IlY I'" st n:l 
th .. "nly .tlllu'!' i" tll!' ,'ounty, thj Confed,.ralc S, 'n 0','. mtl<Je 
Itlal~ I'robllloiy at T""" ... ".:I !';tudio in C.rrl·r·", n.<, .tnt'''· ~'.!I 
ert'ct'!'01 in It:lfo an i dediC/ned Q' olf",jpnHP 't,...,. al "J In 
HI,", "',1.' o. or the prejeot "aa $2,420. 

,,, 
Butler 
THE Cl!O 

e~('ell .. nl h,atory of U , e fi,'s, t .. ,) "ood .. ~ 
~'r tt .. n by JOIO .. ph!n .. D&.",by l,'ans, 1s fo n 
TA~ C)U"TY BICE:iTE1I:NIAL BOOK. .\laball" Dcp 

Ar .. hives and lis )I-Y •• Y" t\,<, Clo, til'" r ~nt cur' 
ISr9 a"j ac.", n lS71. 

0<1' the '''"I!' In 
in AI 'IiOI 

rttl. nt t 
o .. .- lUI ned 

Th" !~O; Co"rl!>o"",· 10 buLll on the '>ril'\",,1 te ,r h 
18~8 l·hO('I<I.,", ("o"nl~ Co"rthouse. Althl,,,.;h tb" COH"I', "'1'. C e"-ted 
0" D'·C,'II!'el' 29, IRli, the first ("ourl 1I"8a 0);8 ,,'.'1',. held 'h~ 
B .... ·rr\on I"(I- .. Ic>r~· 10' build,,,,, ""hich had I:o .. pn liasl.,,,,tcHl :'U!, 

tv'a c,Ho'lho"a" 'Inti! Cho,-!.a" "''''' ("r<"at<'"d. Si,,'·{> it took 8.V I' 

1I0nth" l<o 101.111<1 Ih,' n''''' (')'01"""" C""'! ~USl" in flutle), It ,,'''a not 
)c'upi<'d "n\11 11118 

Clo",'I ... s I'. 't.,rul I .",,,; Pl"ohILt<" ,,,dge ,"'h,·" th.· 1906 co.d r. 
was let for '~l:!. Ii; . C,uoty (0111"';" _mer" ~-. 1''' J. II. ~·ald. ~. 1/, 



Ford. 't",,{'s Sill:' "od ,. ,. Po.,.,. . A op " inl ", fI X w". , b. (" I, , 
,,, po, r , • hor hui lding. 'l"h .. ori(in,,1 onl r",_·! ('81I<d • • . , 
cal' 0\"0' I- ,d I .-loo.'s, 0 111"1 roc>"" I." h'" " s,,,'"' i!in!i:, r i ,"II 
flo , , bt· and, I ~ " ", Orll1'in~1 'P I an ' .... rO'!' acd! i. ". 

,,1 " • 
Th. 

u. I r. 
.. ",1 arc;;hit<;> ,,1 OIt: 1,.. n,1 slz III k 

r"" of tho ("""nty. 
,i • Ih ~O) ao,.,." .1 

1955 addition to 1906 buildi"Jl: OIl !It.ry Yel'~ bl" k 
"'in~B ,,':=:le-1 to the ,"ortll and 5(>uth aide·s, l.t. Ira. leld of 
H .. rldl81 I': w.a archite '. 'Io()dy "nd "",,bb (B-~' ....... ere <: n 
tn"tH- H~rt.rPh 1 .",,,,Pr,hateJ,d,, ... o~nt "" •• 101 
.... a "'. r ""n I lla.11 , O. T. C~"k '4. S. ""'I anu F. IE 
\fl' ..,.10, 

~"·ilir" ... pinlls -'Iiled , 'hl""-IItor), b 1, ul:lit n 
t ..... s "lh alo\." This ""I. ao<lit ... cl, on'" s, r:, ,,!na: ,'n I .. 
" "I, A,,,j t .... :!;"uth aid", ot tb·· 1906 t,uildinJ'. ~"Dr'" ","",.-I.,,, ..... r .. 
loro_k'd UI' fe>r .. tldll.loII, first floor ~ .. \J" had I ..... " ('''1'''.' 
w"ll til .. ,,, .. taIINI. "nd ter .. ;\z<o til", n"Or8 L'\id 80 rlOE I."ild 

),,;r; fI,,<i nt·" "i"". 0" rirst floor would .,aleh. 
Th(" addition of 6.000 S'lUar., feet pro'-i,led telL , .... offl. 

t,,·o t"rn*{' ""ulls, four restroo •• , ~O.,miBs-'-on{'rs C)U)-t (lod ~r"nd 
J,,,' .-' .,n, T, fj",d 'o"t "'>18 ,,',.,. SIID.OO' . 

1965 "ddltlon: A \'; .. 81 "'in1{ "osting $317,000. ,n l,·:li,q( t ... , 
.,j .r;,'~ 'Uld .. ILnif b!l""melLt, "',,$ add .. d on Lh,' j'.\"k c,f 'hp lHr~l<I' 
Ll!,( tu I'r",'"I .. ".!dltlol\"l offi" .. ~. r,·"t rooms, .. re. " .. II"" \.0,- '1. 
..-n~ """,1 to Olnt"1l tho .. xlllting bl.l;ldin~. Jaol"!;. F. Hurd of Ol 
Emj.JIl...-t'lin" ('"rP01'a! ion WII'! Archit .. ct. f. B. Ikflr COli! rlll·t n~ 
C"nl"'''1 "11:< I hI! ro .. n .. rnl Contracto1·. 

H dlhrd E. Hc-f'hrarson w,.s Probate Judge ,,,,d 'halrOla" cf th 
C""nty"cmOlI •• lon. Boa"d of Commiss;one!"s: Dist,'i I 1, .1. !' .. 
parr. WI Oi'llde\ 2, C. R. E>:'I!ll; Di'l ri' t 3, ". II. ~1I'1'I!t! 

n sl" 1 \, l,,,,.d,· Moaley. 
Th fh -t H' w",. C,,,"1.1'uct.ed "ith f.de,' 

"" sr, \(' Puhli, horks lIl'eel ltiCof'. A.tt 

'" 
19M 

"' 
ah"tt lind ~l!'" "lO~ add,·'" 0 

Ford. Pr ,oal' ,r ,dg". 

ARCH I TECTURAL DETAILS 

.... 
, 0 J' 

~n'n ('ntranc<' r", inl! lIilh"·II;' \7 has .. ttac~<,d 
. hl''''(' "r( h... n' I • ., rrO"t, nn' (In "",.'h de, ,,,,d 0 
abli .... ,h .. 1.0' aland r"UT Cr""1. ,_olum", w It (",r 
;,,1 •. D. 'raIl' d,,_t!1 ,",ork lind .... th • "a. 
III' III, but ~u rqd • .,.d .. ·itt. 0:00.-1 n .. laT rca d. 

Relor .. 0<1 i(Or.! hi!' rcwf with C-rm r ... ~d.,,,·,, 

'I III 

", 

, 
<h 

h r Pu 

d 

.. .. p 
l>\'ln ,. 
I ,. .. 0 , 

:'",It tI"d ;'.at. i .. 01 ,he !",iJd;,,!!. On .. )f he or Tal" 

.. 

.. , 
hi., .. ' I." brel1 •• .-:I. ;;qu"-r, ro f T"."r -r"" .. ". bon 

II i !!:hway l' " re , '.,war:! du<, t "O( f 1 ,,\ .... " 1 1'<'0 .. 1 I;. or I.. 1 
1965. 

,.t. mn.'~. 

,,,')11-, n )/\ 
alld -'118,,1(·1., I" 1906 'Jul),,,.'!I' th " WE're 

"'I(d-1;' ",,,j ,[ building I\n.-l on .. on 5')111 ",d I' 
•• 

b 

• 



• • 

ably r~'!r (Ir"l'iac ... -lth .. "nt .. _s insidoe, t .. -<) f ,,,', _hia,,1 
rve r"'1 ~-- ••. Tn .. :-rod!, -him",,), has b .... " • v I, '1,,111 

... fI ~l"I' ~rr II ,HI f r"1'1 ... c .. ", .. ,,<,10 ... <1 in 195~ II d, III 8'. 
10'111 Clll first fLlor hall. 'r .... " brick- ide ,i 

Io' r inlaid .)", d. hi,1> in 1·15~. 1\"0\' .. th .. t 1.. ., ",.,,. 
", .. II ... r " .. , ... 1 nth .. 191'0' ... itl, ,h"k .... ad-cra.n 1''''' I n 

, 
I • 

a: 11111in61 ''''11ract call .. d for marbl .. r or •. I~ .. 
h .. I DI ",t ~,·t h,,:1 to b .. aodifi<."d due to ""lit •• e it 

o. 

C _ 81n l we ....... - 1 .. (,,,0,..,.. County T,,'[ ,\.8 .... 0\ 
-\<(1."'''. ya he r 0". n h.& orrice, part of til .. 19<6 b 
"'.r ,:: .. <1,1 ... 1 ... L \ oj h) "8I'halt tll,.. 

a h r sto.>r:- 1>"11,,,.,'. or _ -:16 
r I wit "k/"hlt"l,r"~ tll"-"""O litO!' • 
h t-.. h 19:~ dd.t,·~.,,,·,.od.·lli,,tj. 

JJ Idin, 
he 10 r 

allY 
Idl n 

"'l're 

'". 1,1" h .. fr • "1,'1":. ar .. double, ,nr> ',\,re •• 

1 

O1'",-h. e, IIhi h 'mit,' "bovc h .. a ·;:on.-:l f:oo,. to "Silk" 0<1" allli 
.. t h '0'" .. 0'. 1,.1,,,,,), '11 .. bal,",,,:,, .. hid, raef'. Ih .. 
J,d~"'1 l.o,·",·h, 'Kt~I.ds the .. nli" .... cit I: -·f th .. court lOa, 'h 
bod: .. alii .. n t .. \roes' SId, "f th .. 19{16 budding b .. h;"d th .. 
Jud~"s' h'"e-h. '- th ", .. id,· lind "", "T'" ,,,.,,' d. :> .. ts (If' .. ,.1 
nr .. Lr ·k. inl"!<' "'e plss'p,'. 

!C),I f :"1,,1' I: l ),' I ~ll .. "11.",11' 
ell;"'I1 1'1'" ably )" .. ,,01, til". r(>plllc.<1 01 '"' " I ~I 

r'lII <1,)I,n'l 

" 

)001-" nltd Ii;"d" .... : nO (,)"gl""I" ,. ... , .. ;,,; ""1'1",. .. <:1 .. ,Tt. ,,1<1111 
""m C""m,·d """s \n 19"". 'lom .... i"d"~',, i:"l 1906 buildin!C ~'e_ 
hrkk<"1 up tlnd 11101<1.·.1 ".'"l[t>J "'('" ~<>rll, ,~nd Soutll nTr,n,- .. ,JUOIS 
~.. I-(,.,o""d "h,'" ~,;" •• " .. r" ""Idh:! in If!5,·,. 

Th"rl> >lr" ",111"1111'"" duonl ')11 til .. ' )'th, SC.llth. Ell ami ;""'~T 
Idd" or th" pr, .l·n! ,_'oL1rth~us,,". 

V"ult' O'-'I11""tl 1906 ~·."\"IL .t-ill .n <I'w 
~or'nf·J'.'O"'·. I~, 1906: """I:' Ij:roJnd, just ","r,b p,''''; 

main t'ntr"n<"" :;.t huilding. >n Hi!!>,,,''')" 17 
PI 'I"" 19:,(' ,,,lditiotl: In hill I ,n."!,, 1'1" ,,.1, "rr " 
Pla'I'''' r), 196~ 'Iddllj!l": " .... ,. ent .. " ... " '), r It SI,· 

4Sh Iff's ·utl'lI.""e on South .. ",.t .id b 1di.ng 

, .. 
,101)\ h" Cho I. .. " t; lIr ty B '", t .. nr ,I Bt. k. h 

(;),,,,1 Bb ,·tol Ill, II ?lIImlasion J"l T, 
0" ~.tc",-d ,,11 'win~ Jnckson, 'I" "'~, rho.,,, e 1,,11 

hy The !lotolrap Co.pan)", 19n~ 

R". re S ..... el ", Jr, 'BIllldin, l:aba ••• c,ur 0 
"' .. "hlnlil:~o" "ouut,-" fWit,h ph.t sl, " .. .\laball.4 I" e 
!'!IIr{-h 1997, ... !l8 #<: p",,'.80-1<:. 

G ,Ann H. ""Jude" Hunt .. , Phillip.' 1 .. I)/,s 198 
"".I "eh",,,,, .. Co ... "I" Co, ... t_h, ""","". hot In 

::ICla" Same. amJ sot .... '!"ridi"n,!{! 8, ~wn rlnt 
(;c, ,-199J. 1'"".,. Ii. 62-63 

"0 O. Court f County C",""",;"si",w,- I b, I 6, .lit .. 

]011-135, 42 /l.!ld foIL»';", pa","!Ii 
II ck foI. Min"t .... C" • .,i •• i"ners Cou,.1 I~ '1'1r<'!, 19'4 

h ... ("holta'" ,\,Ivo toT ... 1 '\\>1';1,19 S"l't., Ii) an,]:, 
Dr-c. ]906 
~9 ,)"11. ",,,15 Feh, 195. 



.. 

• 

1880 
1900 
1854-60 
late 1800's 
C1876 
1899 
1850'5 
C18S9 
C1899 
1891 
C1815 
C1899 
1816 

Zack Rogers, Sr. home 
Seale home 
Tom Slngle:.- home 
Sen Sml tn home 
Abbie Stan~ord home 
TrIce home 
MinnIe Ti l1man 
Nan Turner home 
Jim Ulmer home 
C"lvln L. West 
Thelma Whit.e house 
WI II iams (Horn) house 
womack Hill store & P.O. 

la86 
Choctaw County 

Wa~~e~s-Clay home 
courthouse, Butlar built 1906-1: 
1956 and 1965 

First producing oil wall in Alabama- Gilbertown 

CHOCTAW COUNTY COURTHQlJSE 

Butler 
Isner 
Mt. SterlIng 
OJ lberto,"n 
Bladon Spl'"\ngs 
G,lbertown 
LaVaca 
81aoon Sar'ngs 
eyr 11 
Gw Creek 
Mt. SterlIng 
PuShmataha 
Womack HIll 
LaVaca 

wIngs added 

19.44 

Although ALOKOLl says the cour~_house Wll5 bUIlt In 1906, It 
WIlS not. completed Ilnd occupIed unt.il \907. 

Tl1e BuildH1g Committee was cmrposed 0& H . J . Bruister, O. L. 
Gray, C. B, BU611 and Charles E. McCa ll, Probate Judge. 

"The contract was signed wltn Hugger Brothers Constr uctlon 
Company of Ioiontgomery October 9, '905, to bl.nld the na .. · court
house at II c:ost of $28,477. 101..-. T111man is movlng the ola c:o"rt
house today preparatory to sta rt- ing the bUlldlng of th e ne w one 
stated The Choctalol Advocate of April 11, 1906. 

"On last Saturday night the bric"- k11'1 wh1Ch had J,-,st been 
fired by the courthouse crew of work~en co11apsec. necess!tat· 
lng a tearing down at the kil,., and reou,ldlng. Jlm Reed has the 
cont rac:t for mak1ng t.he brlC_.·· 

Th,' P .. "'",,,,·, f;. I'~n(; "'Iv,,,·."t~ "",<1 William Dawson and 
I f. 11. l>Ougllls '" r lvud Mu"dllY , '9ht. ano be,)an laylng br1C~ C., tl"a 
~ourthouse toaay ( Wednesday'. 

The cornerstones -are ·a t. grounc " leveT at U'e '!!'1t~y fac1n .. 
H19hway 17. One cornerst.one re ads : 

Charles C, McCa l" Probate Judge 
J. A. Ward Hoses Slay 
W. H. Ford Commissioners w. S. Powe 

The secona cornerstone; 
Ben M. Jacobs, Oeputy and Acting Grand Ma ster 
A.L . 5906-A.O. 1606 

S . I, Arch'~ 

II :5 ... cta~ 
County fly .In''''nh,n .. O. " ..... ~,,<;.. ~"'ge .. ;<'_27 '" ~LC .. CL! 
:nformat1on on the Confederate (fIor .... "'er.·_ af'C V'e v::c stone mar"er 
can De found 1n the e,v,1 War cha~te~. 

Sources: Cornerstone and plaQue On b"i Id1n9 
The Choctew Advocat.e Apr,l 1'. Sept. 19, Oct. 11, 

Dec. 26, 1906 
"Choctaw Courthouse source o f h,story" by 8udd~ SmIth, 

The Mob11e Reg1ster, March 12, 1970 



.. Plaque on wall by probate Office 

CHOCTAW COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

ERECTED 1907 

RE~OOELLEG 1'155 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HUNTER PHILLIPS, PROBATE JUDGE AND CHAIRMAN 

W. C. TILLMAN. 1925-1952 
O.T. COOK, \939_19SS 
J.B. EVANS, SR., 1949-1952 
F.E. MARTIN, t931-195~ 
MRS. MINNIE C. MARTIN, \90;3-19'>, 
w.e. DANSBY, 1952 
C.R . EZELL, 1955 
".W. DOGGETT, 1952 
GRADY MOSLEY. 1955 

C . W. MARSH. CLERK & TREASURER 

L.L. BRASFIELD. ARCHITECT 

MOODY & WEBB, GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

- ---- ------

Another plaque on wall outside Probate Office 

IN MEMORY OF 
THE HONORABLE RICHARD [. MCPHEARSON 
...• (who servell as Probate Judge 

January 1959 _ April 1969) 

Erected 1974 



" . ' . CHOCTAW COUNTY COURTHOUSE BUTLER, ALABAMA 

1965 Inside IIall plaque 

Addition to Choctaw County Cour t house 1965 

Board " Commissioners 
Chairman Judge Ri chard 
District 1 , . ,. Sparrow 
District 2 c. ,. Ezell 
District 3 A. W. Dogge t t 
District 4 Cra<ly Mosley 

Di xi e Engineering Corporation 
James f . Hurd, A.I.A., Architect 

General Contractor 
F. B. Bear Construction Company 

, . McPhearson 

Constructed with federal assistance as au t horized by 
Public Law 87-6~8 of the Public Works Accele rat ion Act 
ot 1962 
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