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1. NAME OF PROPERTY                                                                                                                     
Historic Name:  
and/or Common Name:  
 
 
 
2. LOCATION                                                                                                                 
Street & Number:  
City:  
State: Alabama  County:                                         Zip:  
Is the property located within the city limits? Yes  No 
Township:                  Range:                  Section:                     USGS Quad Map:               
 
 
3. CLASSIFICATION                                                                                                       
Category:      Building(s)     District Structure   Site Object  
Ownership:   Public Private Both  
Status:   Occupied Unoccupied  Work in progress       

Public Acquisition:  In process Being considered   

Accessible:   No  Yes: restricted Yes: unrestricted     
 
 
 
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY                                                                         
Name:  Telephone:  
Street & Number:    
City:  State: Zip:  
Email:     
 
 
 
5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN   
Attach sketched floor plan.  If the property includes more than one building, submit a site plan 
showing the locations, dates of construction, and uses of the buildings.  
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6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION   See Instructions for more information.   
Construction date:  Source:  
Alteration date:   Source:   
Architect/Builder:  Contractor:   
Physical condition: 
(Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Ruinous) 

 Remaining historic fabric: 
(High, Medium, Low) 

 

No. of stories:  
Historic use of property:  
Current use of property:   
Architectural style category:  Architectural style sub-category:  
Basic typology:   Basic shape:   
Basic floor plan:  Historic Construction material(s):   
Current exterior wall 
material(s) 

 Roof finish material(s):   

Main roof configuration:  Foundation material:   
Porch type:   
Window type and materials:   
Describe alterations:  

 
Number and type of all outbuildings:       
(if significant, fill out separate survey form)  

Exterior Architectural Description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of Setting: 
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7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Criteria (check all that apply and explain below).  See Instructions for more information.  
  

Criterion A:  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the 
community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion B: Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community, state, or 
nation. 
 

Criterion C: Type, period, or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development 
of the community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion D: Property has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in Alabama’s history or prehistory 
(archaeological component). 

 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (check all that apply and explain below) 

archeology-prehistoric  community planning industry             religion 
archeology-historic  conservation  landscape architecture     scientific 
agriculture   education  law              sculpture 
architecture   engineering  literature             social history 
art    exploration/settlement military              theater 
commerce   funerary art  music             other: _______________________ 
communications  humanitarian  politics/government              

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
For each area of significance checked above, explain why this property is important.  Use additional sheets as necessary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

4 
 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES                                                                      
Use attached sheets as necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA                                                                                              
Acreage of nominated property:       
 
Attach a map showing the location of the property.  
 
 

10. Person Applying for Historic Register Designation                                                                         
Name:    
Address:     
City:  State:                                Zip:    
Telephone:   
Email:   
 
 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS:                    
Images are essential to the review process. They can be 4x6 color prints or digital images on a CD/DVD.  All 
photographs will become the property of the AHC and will not be returned.  
 
 

12. REMINDER:                    
Along with this completed application, include attachments for Items 5, 9 and 11 and send them to:  

 
Alabama Historical Commission 

Attn:  Lee Anne  
468 S. Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
 



might be subJ ec1'ed 
the Ox-.Blood 
possessions 

tougue lashing 
polish to touch 

vainly wearing. 

If/ ''!.'-allowed 
t-lio •• - prized 

earning spending money, and to Another 
later ":~:~;~~~~~b~i~C~:YCle. was that of eselling d Collier and tbe Ladies's 

esome of which we had regular subscribers . 
having less appeal to our cltentele, was the 
but , with certain misgivings, I could on 

sale to the less ltterate prospects by 
comic content evidenced by the political 

The Company erected a church 
hundred fitty yards from the Ferry's 
entering Riderwood. 

on Todd Avenue some one 
homa, the first home on 

--The Church consisted of a main assembly room with a 
raised pulpit area, and an adjoining room to the rear for 
Sunday . scbool classes. This afforded the opportunity to 
dlscon~inue church services in the school building . The choir 
area was in an alcove just ~o the right of the pulpit in less 
conspicuous seating ~han ~hat of sitting on the school stage . 

Thi s choir seating arrangement was possibly more to the 
liking of Kiss Bell, a tall woman in her thirt ie6 with a 
rather long neck, since she had sufiered considerable 
embarrassment while . in the midst of When the Roll is Called 
Up Yonder, her upper plate beeame dislodged and she nearly 
swallowed the denture, tbe discordant note emitted in no way 
adding to the harmony . 

The pulpit was 
4 monthly visit by 
Dad who was the 
Presbyterian Church, 
County. 

filLed by a resident Baptist Minister ane 
a Presbyterian Kinister. arranged for b~ 
Principal Founder of the Ridarwooc 

the first Presbyterian Church in Chocta~ , 

The con-tent and delivery of the SiermcJns by Reverend Horn. 
the Resident Minister, were 1n sharp contrast with thOSE 
delivered by Dr . Irons, the Presbyterian Xin~st.r . 

After ~ somewhat lengthy yet theologically 
by Dr . Irons, delivered in a monotone devoid of 

aound sermal 
e.,t ion. Dac 
Presbyterial remarked "They always did over ~ducate 

Ministers. tI 

Here Reverend 
attended . Reverend 
as I jogged home 

Horn held. 
Horn was 
at the 

the first Revival Services level 
a gifted Baptist Revivalist and 
elose of services on those brigh" 

34 

• 



, 

This lease contract, made and entered into on the I~ 
day of NOve", b er 1991, by and between SCOTT PAPER COMPANY, a 

/' ,.
corporation organized and existing under the laws ' of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, hereinafter referred to as LESSOR, 

and Wallace Skelton, Richard Birmingham, David McClanahan, Ms. 

- ----r r ;;e- B-,- i;r;.y ~- Ms. Larue Harris, Mrs. Jewel Skelton and Ms. Sara 

Bethany as Trustees of RIDERWOOD UNION CHURCH, organized and 

existing under the laws of the state of Alabama, hereinafter 

referred to as LESSEE: 

WIT N E SSE T H 

1. The Lessor is the owner in fee simple of the 

following described lands in Choctaw County, state of Alabama, to-

wit: 

Start at iron pin, said pin being accepted as 
Southwest corner of NWt of NEt of section 6, 
Township 13 North, Range 3 West, thence North 
141 feet to the North edge of Riderwood-Rock 
Springs Road right-of-way, thence 
southwesterly along said right-of-way 148 feet 
to point of beginning, thence North 13 degrees 
west 184 feet, thence South 75 degrees West 92 
feet, thence South 15 degrees East 172 feet to 
North edge of Riderwood-Rock Springs Road 
right-of-way, thence along said right-of-way 
in a Northeasterly direction 93 feet to a 
point of beginning. 

2. The Lessor hC?-s agreed to lease, and does hereby 

lease, let and demise to the Lessee for an initial period of fi~ 

~ years, beginning with the date of execution hereof, the above 

described lands including the church building, subject to all 

easements, rights of way and encumbrances whatsoeVer their nature 

and to the provisions of this lea E'.e , for the scle purpose of 

permitting the Lessee to use said premises for regular church or 

religious meetings and services. To such end, Lessee shall be 

responsible for all repairs and improvements to said property. The 

Lessor does not hereby assume any liability for such repairs and 

improvements and shall not be liable for any injuries to persons or 
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	Choctaw.RiderwoodUnionChurch.AR Form.pdf
	STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

	Additional information

	Historic name: Riderwood Union Church
	Common name: 
	address: Main Street/County Road 9
	city: Butler 
	state owner: AL
	name owner: Irene B. Ferry, Sara Bethany, as Trustees
	address owner: 507 County Road 9
	county: Choctaw
	city owner: Butler 
	zip: 36904
	township: 13N
	yes limits: Off
	no limits: On
	range: 3W
	section: 6
	Latitude:: 32.129737
	Longitude: -88.323475
	zip owner: 36904
	USGS map: Lisman
	Site: Off
	Object: Off
	Buildings: On
	Public: Off
	Occupied: On
	In process: Off
	No_2: Off
	District: Off
	Private: On
	Unoccupied: Off
	Being considered: Off
	Yes restricted: On
	Structure: Off
	Both: Off
	Work in progress: Off
	Yes unrestricted: Off
	Tele Owner: 205.398.3452
	email owner: N/A
	Construction Date: 1925
	Source 1: personal knowledge
	Alteration Date: none
	Source 2: 
	Architect/Builder: E.E. Jackson Lumber Company
	Contractor: 
	Physical Condition: Good
	Remaining Historic Fabric: High
	No: 
	 of stories: 1

	Historic Use of Property: Church
	Current Use of Property: Not in use
	Architectural style Category: n/a
	Architectural style sub-category: n/a
	Basic typology: n/a
	Basic shape: rectangular
	Basic floor plan: open
	Historic Constrcution material(s): wood frame
	Current exterior wall material(s): wood 
	Roof finish material(s): shingles
	Main roof configuration: front gable
	Foundation material: brick piers
	Porch type: attached
	Window type and materials: 1/1
	Describe alterations: n/a
	Number and type of all outbuildings: n/a
	Exterior Architectural Description: One story, wood frame church with front gable roof of asphalt shingles.  Attached front gable portico with turned eaves and an oval shaped decorative glass in gable.  4 square columns support the portico.  Central double wood door with arched window over the door.  Flanking 1/1 windows with arched windows over each of them.  The building is rectangular and features two rooms on each side of the rear of the building.  
	Description of Setting: The church is on the north side of County Road 9 in the Riderwood community.  It is located approximately 8 miles from Butler.  Residential houses are nearby on County Road 9.  The church sits on a site approximately 1 acre in size.  
	Criterion A  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the: On
	Criterion B Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community state or: Off
	Criterion C Type period or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development: On
	Criterion D Property has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in Alabamas history or prehistory: Off
	archeologyprehistoric: Off
	archeologyhistoric: Off
	agriculture: Off
	architecture: On
	art: Off
	commerce: Off
	communications: Off
	community planning: Off
	conservation: Off
	education: Off
	engineering: Off
	explorationsettlement: Off
	funerary art: Off
	humanitarian: Off
	industry: Off
	landscape architecture: Off
	law: Off
	literature: Off
	military: Off
	music: Off
	politicsgovernment: Off
	religion: On
	scientific: Off
	sculpture: Off
	social history: Off
	theater: Off
	other: Off
	other signif: 
	statement of signficance: Riderwood Union Church is eligible for the Alabama Register for its religious and architectural significance.  This church is an excellent example of an early 20th century church in Butler County.  Churches from this era and earlier are disappearing from Alabama's landscape.  This nomination should serve as reminder to the significance of this church in the community.  Since 1925, this church has played a vital role in the Riderwood community.  The church is definitely historic to the community as an important landmark.  E.E. Jackson Lumber Company constructed the building on what was then Todd Avenue.  The interior features the original wood walls and they have never been painted.  It still has the original sliding doors leading into the Sunday School rooms.  The original piano is also still in the church.  A kitchen and bathroom are located at the rear of the church.  Although the church has not held church services since the mid-1990s, the building holds community events.  The church consists of a main assembly room with a raised pulpit area and two adjoining rooms for Sunday School classes.  The choir area was in an alcove just to the right of the pulpit.  The Baptists held services for 2 Sundays, Methodists for 2 Sundays, and the fifth Sunday reserved for Presbyterians.  This was truly a community church.  
	bibliography: See attached.  
	acreage: 1 acre
	name applying: Irene B. Ferry & Sara Bethany, as Trustees
	address applying: 507 County Road 9
	city applying: Butler 
	telephone applying: 205.398.3452
	email applying: N/A
	state applying: AL
	zip applying: 36904


