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1. NAME OF PROPERTY                                                                                                                     
Historic Name:  
and/or Common Name:  
 
 
 
2. LOCATION                                                                                                                 
Street & Number:  
City:  
State: Alabama  County:                                         Zip:  
Is the property located within the city limits? Yes  No 
Township:                  Range:                  Section:                     USGS Quad Map:               
 
 
3. CLASSIFICATION                                                                                                       
Category:      Building(s)     District Structure   Site Object  
Ownership:   Public Private Both  
Status:   Occupied Unoccupied  Work in progress       

Public Acquisition:  In process Being considered   

Accessible:   No  Yes: restricted Yes: unrestricted     
 
 
 
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY                                                                         
Name:  Telephone:  
Street & Number:    
City:  State: Zip:  
Email:     
 
 
 
5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN   
Attach sketched floor plan.  If the property includes more than one building, submit a site plan 
showing the locations, dates of construction, and uses of the buildings.  
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6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION   See Instructions for more information.   
Construction date:  Source:  
Alteration date:   Source:   
Architect/Builder:  Contractor:   
Physical condition: 
(Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Ruinous) 

 Remaining historic fabric: 
(High, Medium, Low) 

 

No. of stories:  
Historic use of property:  
Current use of property:   
Architectural style category:  Architectural style sub-category:  
Basic typology:   Basic shape:   
Basic floor plan:  Historic Construction material(s):   
Current exterior wall 
material(s) 

 Roof finish material(s):   

Main roof configuration:  Foundation material:   
Porch type:   
Window type and materials:   
Describe alterations:  

 
Number and type of all outbuildings:       
(if significant, fill out separate survey form)  

Exterior Architectural Description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of Setting: 
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7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Criteria (check all that apply and explain below).  See Instructions for more information.  
  

Criterion A:  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the 
community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion B: Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community, state, or 
nation. 
 

Criterion C: Type, period, or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development 
of the community, state, or nation. 
 

Criterion D: Property has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in Alabama’s history or prehistory 
(archaeological component). 

 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (check all that apply and explain below) 

archeology-prehistoric  community planning industry             religion 
archeology-historic  conservation  landscape architecture     scientific 
agriculture   education  law              sculpture 
architecture   engineering  literature             social history 
art    exploration/settlement military              theater 
commerce   funerary art  music             other: _______________________ 
communications  humanitarian  politics/government              

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
For each area of significance checked above, explain why this property is important.  Use additional sheets as necessary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



John Gerald Bradford, Sr. was my grandfather.  I have spoken many times with his sister and my 

great aunt, Tommie Dee Bradford Kennedy.  She lives alone in her home next door to the 

Bradford Home.  Tommie Dee will be 99 in November and is lucid and still of good memory. 

Among other things, she told me that the Bradford Home was the first house built in 

Dickinson.  She said John Gerald Bradford, Sr. brought the first electricity to town homes (a 

few hours at night) because he had a steam engine in the sawmill he built and ran.  Tommie Dee 

found him in the early morning after his death due to natural causes, in his bedroom in the 

Bradford Home.  

 

Bradford also had served as Chairman, Clarke County Board of Education and Director, 

Alabama Forest Products Association.  He was a graduate of Birmingham Southern College and 

taught in public schools of Clarke County, Alabama.   

 

Criterion C 

On September 7, 2012, I met with John Sledge of the Mobile Historic Development 

Commission to ask his opinion of the style and historic significance of the Bradford Home.  In 
looking at the photos of the home, he said that it is a pure typical style of turn of the century 

farm houses.  He also stated that it is rare in the sense that so much of the original structure 

and materials are preserved in the renovation.  He liked the design in the tin on the roof and in 

particular appreciated the “Victorian design pattern” on the front and side eave wall facings, 

saying that this feature is quite unusual.   
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES                                                                      
Use attached sheets as necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA                                                                                              
Acreage of nominated property:       
 
Attach a map showing the location of the property.  
 
 

10. Person Applying for Historic Register Designation                                                                         
Name:    
Address:     
City:  State:                                Zip:    
Telephone:   
Email:   
 
 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS:                    
Images are essential to the review process. They can be 4x6 color prints or digital images on a CD/DVD.  All 
photographs will become the property of the AHC and will not be returned.  
 
 

12. REMINDER:                    
Along with this completed application, include attachments for Items 5, 9 and 11 and send them to:  

 
Alabama Historical Commission 

Attn:  Lee Anne  
468 S. Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
 


	STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

	Site: Off
	Object: Off
	Public: Off
	Occupied: On
	In process: Off
	No_2: Off
	District: Off
	Private: On
	Unoccupied: Off
	Being considered: Off
	Yes restricted: Off
	Structure: Off
	Both: Off
	Work in progress: Off
	Yes unrestricted: On
	Criterion A  Associated with historical events and activities relating to the property that are important to the history of the: Off
	Criterion B Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community state or: On
	Criterion C Type period or method of construction represents architectural features that are significant in the development: On
	Criterion D Property has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in Alabamas history or prehistory: Off
	archeologyprehistoric: Off
	archeologyhistoric: Off
	agriculture: Off
	architecture: On
	art: Off
	commerce: Off
	communications: Off
	community planning: Off
	conservation: Off
	education: Off
	engineering: Off
	explorationsettlement: Off
	funerary art: Off
	humanitarian: Off
	industry: Off
	landscape architecture: Off
	law: Off
	literature: Off
	military: Off
	music: Off
	politicsgovernment: Off
	religion: Off
	scientific: Off
	sculpture: Off
	social history: Off
	theater: Off
	other: Off
	Historic name: Bradford-Wilson Home
	Common name: 
	city: Dickinson
	Buildings: On
	yes limits: On
	no limits: Off
	township: 9N
	range: 4E
	section: 7
	USGS map: 
	address: 740 Brooksville Road (w 1/2 of lots 2, 4, 6 of Block 2 Town of Dickinson plot; record book 42, pg. 143 Office of Probate)
	county: Clarke
	address owner: 2029 B Airport Blvd. #317
	name owner: John Edward Walters
	city owner: Mobile
	email owner: 
	zip owner: 36606
	zip: 36436
	state owner: AL
	statement of signficance: B. The Bradford-Wilson Home is eligible for the Alabama Register at the local significance for Criterion B for its association with John Gerald Bradford, Sr. (July 5, 1903-March 12, 1973).  C. The Bradford-Wilson Home is eligible for the Alabama REgister at the local significance, Criterion C because it is a pure example of a turn of the century farmhouse.  The house retains integrity and much of the original fabric of the home has been preserved. Criterion BJohn Gerald Bradford, Sr. lived in the home during his youth, along with his parents, brothers, and sisters.  As a mature adult, he lived there with two of his brothers, and died in the home. He was a great-great grandson of Thomas Bradford, Jr. who was a patriot of the American Revolution and a pioneer settler of Clarke County, Alabama.  His lone grave site is on the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.  John Gerald Bradford, Sr. was state senator for Clarke, Washington, and Choctaw Counties during the administrations of Gov. Chauncey Sparks and Gov. James "Big Jim" Folsom.  Bradford authored and sponsored the "Bradford Act" (also known as the "right to work" law) during the 1943 legislative session.  The law established the State of Alabama Labor Department.  In addition, it required certain reporting requirements of Labor Unions to include financial and organizational transparency.  Labor Unions were prohibited from collecting additional sums of money (those over and above regular dues to join and remain a union member) in order for workers to keep their jobs--thus, "right to work."  The Bradford Act was adjudicated before the state courts including the Alabama State Supreme court, Federal courts, and the US Supreme Court.  In large measure the Bradford Act was upheld, and is significant today as companies seek to locate in Alabama (as in other states) because it helps to fairly balance the playing field among workers, labor unions, and management.  I have copies of newspaper articles documenting the above facts if needed.  I'm sure one could Google "Bradford Act" and "right to work laws" to see these and many others.  See attached list.  John Gerald Bradford, Sr. was my grandfather.  I have spoken many times with his sister and my great aunt, Tommie Dee Bradford Kennedy.  She lives alone in her home next door to the Bradford Home.  Tommie Dee will be 99 in November and is lucid and still of good memory. 
	bibliography: 1) Interviews, Tommie Dee Bradford Kennedy, sister of John Gerald Bradford, Sr. conducted over the period June 1, 2010 and August 30, 20122) Newspaper articles (see attached list--can provided copies if needed)3) Interview, John Sledge, Mobile Historic Development Commission, September 7, 2012
	other signif: 
	acreage: .5 acre
	name applying: John Edward Walters
	address applying: 2029 B Airport Blvd. #317
	zip applying: 36606
	state applying: AL
	city applying: Mobile
	telephone applying: 251.654.5591
	email applying: 
	Tele Owner: 251.654.5591
	Construction Date: 1900
	Source 1: Tommie Dee Bradford Kennedy
	Alteration Date: Renovated 2010-2012
	Source 2: John Edward Walters
	Architect/Builder: Enoch Bradford
	Physical Condition: excellent
	Contractor: Enoch Bradford
	Remaining Historic Fabric: high
	No: 
	 of stories: one

	Historic Use of Property: residence--farm
	Current Use of Property: residence
	Architectural style Category: n/a
	Architectural style sub-category: n/a
	Basic typology: 
	Basic shape: rectangular
	Basic floor plan: center hall
	Historic Constrcution material(s): wood frame
	Current exterior wall material(s): pine lumber
	Roof finish material(s): tin
	Main roof configuration: cross gable
	Foundation material: concrete blocks
	Porch type: attached
	Window type and materials: casement, wood
	Describe alterations: painted interior/exterior; removed storm windows, replaced plumbing, wiring, new brick sidewalk
	Number and type of all outbuildings: tenant dwelling, storage building, new outdoor bathroom
	Exterior Architectural Description: Home constructed of heart pine lumber. Porch columns, decking and siding are pine boards.  Window panes are glass.  Tin roof (with designs on tin) was salvaged and painted silver.  One brick chimney.  Porch runs across the entire front of home.  Home has original front door.  New brick sidewalk and outdoor bathroom.  Victorian designs on face of four eaves.  
	Description of Setting: Rural settlement of Dickinson. Home fronts main traffic artery connecting several other rural communities, several of which lie east of the home and along the Old Federal Road (aka Old Line Road, designating an old boundary between the Creek and Choctaw native peoples).  Functional railroad is within proximity and visually available to the home site.  Logging and farming are prominent in this area.  
	Latitude:: 
	Longitude: 


