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1 . Name of Property 
------~-* ... -.--.----.-.--------------------* .. --.. ~-._ ....... _-_ ... _-_ ....... _ ..... _----_.-----
histodc nllllle' ___________ _ _ ____________ _____________________ _ 

other names/site numb", 

2. Location 
-----~ - ---------- --- ------.-...... -.. -................ -_._----.---------------------------------
street. number 
city or town Grove Hill 
state "lab"",,, code ~ coun t.y 

no t fo r p ub lication ~_ 

Cluke 
vicinity CC;,,-_____ _ 

code -231 z i p code 
________ _ ___ . t • ••• __ • __ •••• __ ••••••• • • __ _ ___ _ __ . _. _ . __ _ __ _ _ __ • • __ __ _ . _ • • • •••• __ .... . .......... ... 

3. State/Pede~a l Agency Certi fic ation .. _--_ ..... _ .. _--_._------------------_._-----_ ................................ _._ ... _-----_._--
AS the des ignated authority unde r the National H is to~ic Prese rvation Ac t of 1966. a s amended. I 
hereby certify that this ____ nomination ____ r e que .t f o r determination ot eligibil i t y meet. tho 
documentation standards tor registe r i ng prope rties i n the Na tional Reg i s te r of Historic Places 
and meH, the pwcedural and profe ss i ona l require ment. ~ e t fo nh in 36 CPR Part 60 . In my 
opinion. the property ____ m~et. ____ doe. no t m~e t the Na tional Re gist er Cr it e r ia. I recommend 
tha t this p[op~ rty h@ cons i dered gigni f ican t ___ national ly ___ stat ewide ___ locally . ( 
See COntinuation shee t for add i t i onal comments . ) 

Signature of certifying official Da t e 

Sta te or Pede~al age ncy and bure au 

In my opinion . the property meets does not meet the N~t i on.l Re gi s te r c r iteria. 
See continuation sheet f or ~ddition . l comment s.) 

Signature of commenting o~ other off ici"l ·O'.",~.;------------

State or Feder"l agency and hu r e.u 
------------------_ ... ............... _ .. --------... -_. ----------_._-----------------------------
------_._------------_._ . .................................... _ . ............ .......... _- ---_.----
1. hereby certify that t hio p r operty is: 

entered in the Nat ional Re gi s te r 
See continua t i on .hee t . 

dete rmined eligible for the National Reg i ~te. 

See continua tion sheet . 
determined nOt el i gible for t he National Registe r 
removed fro", the Nationa l Re gi ster 
other (expla i n), 

Signa tu r e of Ke eper Date o f Ac tion 
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County and Page #2 

.................................................................... _ . ... ............... ...... ... 
5 . Classif icat i on ••••...... .....•••••••••..•.. . ... ... .......•••.•• _--_.--_ ........ _ ..... -........... _ .. _ ....... ... 
Ownership of Property (Check A. ma ny boxes as app ly . ) 

~ prh-ate 
It public_local 

public_State 
public - Fedenl 

Category of Property (Check only one box . ) 
bu ilding(') 

~ district 
site 
structure 
objec t 

Number of Re source s wi t hin Property 

Contribudng 

2'-
No ncont r i buting 

_ _ , _ build ing, 
s itu 
structur es 
ob j ects 
Tou l 

~umber of ~ on t ributing resource s p r~viou . l y l if ted i n th~ Nat ional Registe r 

Name of related ~ultiple prope rty l isting CEnte r "N/ A" i f pr operty is not part of a mu l tiple 
property li s t ing . ) _-"'1"'-_ _________________________________ _ 
........................ . _ ............................. ........... _ .•.............. _ ..... __ ._--
6. Functiun or Use . ........••• _ ••••••••••..................... _-_. __ .-_ .. ...................... ....... ... ....... ... 
H istori~ Func tions 

Cat , 

Current Fun~ tions 

c ategoriu [lOom inst ruc tion s) 



USDI/NPS 
Property 
County and 

7. Dncription 

Page 13 

a __ ••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• ••••• _ __________ .··_ •• _____________ ._ •• _ • • _ •• _ •••• _._. __ • ___ ... 

Ar~hltecturA l ClassificAt ion (Enter categories from instruct ions) 
Late 19th and Early 20th Century Commercill Style 

HateriA l . (Enter cAtegories from ins t ructions ) 
found a tion briCk. concrete 
roof 
walls 

unknown 
brick. wood. concrete 

N.or8tive Descrip t ion (De.c r ibe the historic . nd current condition on continuation .heet/s.) 
. . .... _---------_ .. _. __ . __ . . _---_._------_ .. _._------------------------_._-------------------_. 
s. Statement of Significance 
-----------------_._------------.. -----------_._--------------_. __ ..... ---------------_ .. __ . __ ... 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark ' x" in one or more boxe s for the c ri t eria qualifying 
the property for National Register l i sting) 

__ , __ A Property is .s.ociated with event. t hat have made a .ignificant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history. 

S Property is as.oc i ated with the live. of persons .ignific.nt in our past. 
-f-. C Property embodies the distinctive cha~acterlstic. of a t ype. period. or me thod of 

constr~c t ion or represents the wo~k of a maste r. or po •• e , . e. high artistic 
v~lues. or repre sents 8 significant Knd di~ t inguish8ble entity whos e components 
18ck individual di.tin~tion. 

D P,operty h8. yielded . or is likely to yield information important in prehisto~y or 
hi story. 

Criterb Considerations (Mark 'X " in a ll the boxes t hat apply.) 
A owned by a religious inst i tution or used for r@ligiou. purposes. 
B removed f~om it s original loc.tion . 
C • birthplac@ or a gr.ve. 
D a cemetery. , , , , 

a reconstruc Ud building. object. 0, nructure. 
a co~emorative property. 
l~." than 50 years of 8B~ or achieved significance within th~ past 50 year •. 

Areas of Significance (Enter c8tegories from instruction~) 
Architectu[e 
COlmle rce 
Govecnment/Politic5 

Period of Significance 1843-195 5 

Signi f icant Dates 1843_1955 

Signific . nt Person (Complete i f Criterion B i. ma rked above) _'<11''-__________________________ __ 

Cultu.al Affiliation :"'1",:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

A[chitect!Builder -"'10''-____________________________ _ 



USDl/NPS Registration fo~ 
Property Name Cour t house Histo ric Di$~rict 
County and State Cla rke County, Alabama 

........... ----------_ .... _._-_._ ... _-----------------------------_ .. _---------------_._-----_ ... 
9. Major Bibliographical Ref~rences 
----------------_._-----------------------------------._-------_._---------------------------_ ... 
(Cite the book., articles, and other ~ource . used in pr~paring t his form on one or more 
cont inua tion sheet s .) 

Pr~viou5 documentation on file (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual l i$ting (36 GfR 67 ) ha. been reque sted. 
previously liste d in t he Nation.l Regis t er 
pr~vicusly de termined eligible by the National Register 
designated a N. t ion.l ~i~tor ic Landmark 
r~cord~d by ~i.toric ~erican Bui ldings Surv~y I 
recorded by His t oric Ame rican Engineering Record I 

Primary Location of Addi tional Data 
~ State Historic Preservation Office 

Othe r State agency 
fede ral agency 
Loca l government 
University 
Ot her 

N~~ of r~pository, AlabamA Hi storical Commission 

--------------.-------~------ -------------------- -------------------_._---------_._-------------
.~~ ~.~ • •• ~~~.~==C =~~~C~Z _ _ D . D •• ~ •• ~~.~~.~~.~~_~~~.~~.~_. _____ ~ ________ • __ • _________________ ._ .... 

Acr~ .g~ of Property 

UiM References (Place additional UTH references on a continua tion sheet) 

Zone Easting North i ng Zone Easting Northing , , , , 
See contin~.t ion sheet . 

Verbal Boundary Description (D~~cribr thr bound&ri~ . of the property On a continuation .heet.) 

Boundary J ustif ica tion (Expl ain ~hy the bound. ries were .ele~ted on a Continuation sheet.) 

---------------------_ .. _-_._----------------.-_ .. --- --.- -----.-----------------------~------- -
11. Fo~ Prepared By 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_ ... 
name/title Mary Kay Bu~alda, Research Coordinator s nd Susan Enz~eiler, AR and NR Coordinator 

organization AI.bama His t orical Gommia,ion date, __________________ _ 

.t~e~t , number 468 S. Perry Stre et t e lephon~' __ J','J',',)'_',,',',-,',',',''_ __ _ 
cit y or town-1',",",.""",.,.,.,,, __________________________________________ _ .t ate~ zip code -'".",,;, ________ __ 



USDl/NPS ,::~~~~~~ Prop .. ny 
County and 

Additional Doeum.,ntation 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Submit the following item. with the completed form, 

Continuation Sh .. ets 

~,. 

A uses map (1.5 or 15 minute •• ,il') indIcating t h@ pr op .. , ty·' loeltion. 
A .k~teh map for hi'torle diltrlctl Ind prop.,rti ... hiving llrse acrelS' or numeroul 
rnOure ... 

Photograph, 
Repreaent l tlve bllck and while photograph. of the property. 

Additional Items (Check with the SKPO or fPO for any addi t iona l iteml) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Property Owner 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Complete thil itam at the requelt of the SHPO or f PO . ) 

StrUt' numb .. ' _________________________ _ t .. l~phone ________ _ 

ci ty or t"""' ______________________ _ nne _ __ zip code 
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The Courthouse Historic District enc ompasses three blocks of the downtown core. i ncluding the 
co~rthouse . The buildir.gs included in the distdct are f ound on Main Street f rom Jackson S treet 
to the courthouse. Court Street f r om t he c ourthou . e to Cobb Street. and Cobb Str@e t from t he 
cou~thou.e to Jackson Street. Twenty contributini and five non_contr i but i ni buiding~ comprise 
this distr i c t. Main Street is the ma jor ,oadway in the di.t.ict .nd mn$ p~ rpendicu18r to the 
courthouse. which marks the ~es t ernmost boundary of the district. The major i ty of the 
building. hce Mair. Street and date from 184 3 to 195~. Most buildings a re one story t a ll .... ith 
• fe~ t~o story buildings. Most are built of brick .nd have simpl~ det.iling. ref l ecting typical 
commercial sty le. as seen in small town s d~ring the pe riod of signif i cance. Cobb 5t,eet ~a. 
hi'to,ieally res iden tial and most build ings here a re one story frame construction . The most 
prominent buildings in th~ di st ric t include the courthouse . bu i lt in 1955. the building at the 
nor t hwest ~ornpr of Court and Cobb Streets. 122 ca. 1 9~O. and th~ Al9ton-CObb Hou9~. 126. ca. 
1851; . 

Upon approaching the district from the ea.t. one i . impre •• ed by the wide expanse of Main 
Street. Parking in the m~di.n of Ma in Stree t and along the edges of the stree t contributes to 
the wide feeling. and the .bs~nce of street trees enhance. the urban atmosphere. Side~alks are 
of concre t e and are in good c ondition. and almost all of the buildings a re occupied along Main 
Street. The sethacks are typical of commercial buildings from the period o f ,ignific.nce. ~ith 
most very close to the sidewalk. Va r ious bu.ine sse s a r e gathered he , e. from auto r e pair shops 
to a l arge grocery s t ore. A. One t ravels ~p Main Stree t. the Courthouse become. the focal point 
as it . i ts directly perpendicu l a, to Main St r ee t acro •• Courthouse Square . In the c ~ r.t e . of th@ 
informAl square stands a monument to f a llen s~rvic@men of Wo r ld War I . The courthous e itsel f is 
the largest building in the district and the most mode rn. built in 1955. The t~o _ Gtory brick 
building is typical of civic architec tu,e of the 1950. and i •• prominent l . ndm.rk ~ithin t he 
county. COurt Street intersects the Courthouse Square. ending .t Cobb Street to the north. Th~ 
mlrks the transi tion bet~een historical l y commercial .nd resident !.l bui ldings . At the corner of 
Court and Cobb SHeets. re~idential bu ildings app~.r. Most 8re of frame construction ~ith the 
e xception of 121. a two_story brick house. The district includes one block of Cobb Street from 
Cvu,c Sl,e~L lo J4c ~.on SLreet and in~lude. what were Q<i5in~1Iy <e.'den~e •• nOw m~.tly s~rvin5 
a. commercial buildings. including th~ Als t on_Cobb HOU5~. Ca. 1845. purcha sed in the 1'.1706 by 
the Clarke County Historical Society and now operated a. a museum. 

The Co~rthouse Historic Di strict con t ains good and intac t loca l exampl~ s of comme rcial buildings 
and residences from the period of signi ficance. The district has integ,ity of l ocation . design. 
material workmanship. fe e l ing .nd ass ocia tion. and se tting . 
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-------------------------------------------_ .. _---------------------------------------------_ .... 
INVENtORY 

1. S! corner Jackson' Main. ca. 19.3. Urban Commercia l. One .tory. brick c~ercial building. 
The $tor~ entrance i. locatad It the .ngled corner. The building retain. i t t original 
storefront. Thl.1 i, I zetal parapet on the angled corner . The July 29. 1943 illut o f the CI.rke 
County De~c •• t reported the groundbreaking for th i s building. ~ay ing it wa' being erected on 
the lot formerly occupied by the Cunninghsm Hotel . (C) 

2. SE corner Jackson' Main. ca . 1916· 1930. Urban Commercia l . One story . brick commercial 
building. Th. Itort entranCI h a tin8h haf and h flanked by llr8e 8lan picture wi ndow, on 
e ither .ide. A metal awn ins .tntche. aCrO," the hont of the buUdins. (C) 

3. SE corner Jack.on 'Main. CI . 1916 ·1 930 . Urban Commercial. One Itory. brick commerci.l 
building. A metal and gla~s garagf bay doo r 1! to the lef t of the faCade. and the maln entranCi/ 
is a .inSle l.af door between a t hree· part display window and the glrs Se b.y . (C) 

4. SE cornlr Jack.on 'Hlin. c •. 1916·1930. Urbsn Comme rcial. One .tory . br ick commercial 
building. The StOre Intranc. i. under a projec ting squa re awning. A lin8le l •• f doo r •• tV,. al 
t he entrancI which i. flanked to the hft by a large three- part gla .. dhplay window. (C) 

5. S 5ide Hain between US ~3 'Court. ca. 1886·191~. Urban Commercisl. Two ,tory . brick 
c~erci.l building. The buildin8 i. three bay. in widt~ •• nd it' storefront ha. been altered. A 
tall .. eul parapet adorn. the !tont hcade. (C) 

6. S .ide Kain between US 43 , Court. c •. 1886·191~. Urban Commercial. Tvo .tory brick buildirg 
h.~ • plain parlpat of .heet ~tal. It i. thre. bay I in width and the .torefront hi. bl.n 
altered. (C) 

7. S side Hain betweln US ., 'Court. ca. 1866·1885. Urban CommerciI). Ona ,tory. Cr&Me 
cOImercial building. thlrl 11 a ... 11 cornIce ICrOI. the t op of the buildins. The flr.t floor 
has been extendvely alee rId inc Iud Ins the application o f a new fa cade . (NC) 

8. S .ide of Hain bltwoen Courthou.e Square and Jad:oon. co .~. Urbln Coome reial. The one 
Itory brick buildin& .erve. II the lCA srocefY .tore . Three linsle lelf Sll" door •• r. on the 
f .ont rlcade which had a metal Iwn i n8 8u$pended ~ver the leve l o f the door •. A br ick parapet 
wall rise l above the .wnin8 with .n extended portion of the parapet con t .inins the lCA .lgn. 
(NC) 

9. SE COrner of Courthouu Square and Main . Ca . 1943 . Urbao CocmH!rchl. Thil i. I two Itory 
brick commercial building which faces west. or the Courthouse Square. The north f.cade of the 
building hal , ix dOuble h~n8 ••• h window. on the .eeond Itory and two doub l e hunS 'a,h window. 
on th ~ f irst .tory. Th. front facade ha. t hree double hung .a.h window. "ov.red with mltll 
awnin8s on the lecond floor .nd a central sin81e leaf entrance flanked by a window On either 
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county ..................... .. _. __ ._------_ .. _-_ . ................ _-_ .. _ .. _ .. _. __ ._ .. _ .. __ ._ ... ---------

side. I n an a rticle in th~ Clark~ County Democrat. July 29 . 1943. this building i. de sc ribed a$ 
being buil t by Judge Coma Garrett on the rear on the lot formerly occupied by the Cunn ingham 
Hotel. It was planned to hou se t he pOSt office on the f irs t floor with offices on the second 
floo~ . ~C) 

10. Monument. ca. 1924. Monument to fallen soldiers of World War I . ihe monument i. comprised 
of four columns supporting a covering with an eagle on the top. Under this cove~ is a slab with 
names of soldier. inscribed . ihe west face li.ts an hono~ roll of white soldier. while t he east 
hce li.U an honor roll of black so l diers . On the ban of the monumen t t he follo-.-ing phrase. 
app .. ar, -Lest We Forget". "Greater Lover hath No Man Than ihh". "Th.dr Deed. ar@ llm'lortal " . ard 
-1heir Memory Shall Neve r Dle . Tbe monument is surrounded by a small eanh be rm . landscaped 
with grus and shrub • . (C) 

12. NE corne r Court & Main. Clarke County Democrat . ca . 1941. Urban Commercial. Two story 
brick building with a flat roo f and slightly r ece ssed entranCe . Although nOt t he original 
build ing. this has been the iite of the of fi ce for the Clarke County Democra t new.paper since tt 
started in 1855. The pre&ent build ing i. the third structure to ho use the paper on this si te . It 
has been .ome"hat altered since its construction. (C) 

13. N side of Courthouse Square. Ca. 1945. Urban Commercia l. One .tory brick building with a 
flat roof. Two metal c ontempora ry doors with .ingle gla •• panes ... rv .. as the entrance and are 
flanked by two large r eces sed wood panels. There are no other windows in the front fac ade. (NC) 

14. Courthouse square. ca . 1916 - 1930 . Urban Commercia l. Two story brick building with recessed 
panels along t he parapet . ih .. store re tains its or iginal wooden recessed storefront. (C) 

15. N side Main between US 43 & Court. ca . 188 6 - 1915. Urban Comme rcial. Two story . brick 
build ing with a wide brick beltcour s .. defin ing ~ h e parape t . ih~ fi r st f loor hAS be~n extensively 
altered and the second floor is covered with metal. (C) 

16. N side Ma in between US 43 & Co~rt. ca . 1886_1915. Urban Commercial . One story . br i ck 
u u .il\li,,1!'. willi bi.c" c<OLb ~ llllg dlld " ho~i~on~a1 ~eces 6 e d pane l ac~ooa the p d npeL. The sto~efront. 

ha~ be en alte red . (C) 

17. B side Ma in between Court' Jackson . ca . 1931-1945 . Urban Commercia l . Two $tory. br ick 
c~~rcial building has three vertical panel. de fi ning the front bays. ihe building has an 
altered storefront. On .. second story front facade a re three pair. of 6 over 6 double hung sash 
windows_ (C) 

18. E side Ma in between Court' Jackson . ca . 1931_1945. Urban Commerc i al. One story. brick 
building adjo ining building 111 but set back from the road. The building now .e~ves a. an auto 
repair shop. I t has t hree bay •• the cente r bay a llowing for entrance into the building . The 
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f lanking beyl cantlin four-p.rt 11 ••• di.pl.y windows . A p.ved are a i. bet~en the building .nd 
the side",alk. (C) 

19. N lide Klin bfltwfln US 43 , Court. CI. 1886·1915. Urb.n Coamerchl. One I tory, fUM 
c~rci.l buildinl with a g.ble front roof. the building h •• & wooden plrapet with. brackltld 
entabl.ture. Thi l p.r.pet hide the f ront g.ble . The building ha. its origin.l Itorefron t wi th 
recened double lu f entnnce. (C) 

20. NW corner ef Jacklen and Ma in. ca. 1960. Urban Connerei. t. The build ins 11 new. fan fotd 
~stablishment. It 11 I one_ltOry concrl t e block building ~ith a flat roof which proj lctl over 
the front of the building. Til, fron t h cade 10 wr. pped with wind"", •. (NC) 

21. E s ide Court between Cobb • Sq~lre. CI . 19l1 _194~. Urban Commercill. Simple rlc tlng",llr. 
g~ble front HruCture of brick venur with wGoden g.bh end. (NC) 

22. SE corner Court' Cobb. c a. 194(). L. cotuse . Z stori ... Tvo s tory house wilh • croll-glbh 
roof. The twO story. flit roof portiCO f i tl within the L fonned by the projecting front blY and 
lias l.r&~ clillical columnl. TvO lmAll Sibil roofld dormers e~tend from the ~in roo f. An 
.tticle in the April 2~ . 19.0 illUt of the Cl.rK@ county Democrat de.cribe s tllil buIlding I, tno 
' 101.0. Ounn home, a commodIoul tVO-ltory .tructure of brick veneer ... of th . Coloni l l type. ' It 
waS dilculled II One of the ~ny homes beins con.tructed as part of the buiding boo~ t.king 
pllce in Grove Kill in 19.0. The llrSI collu.ns .CrOII the front of this build InS origin.lly htd 
co<~nthiln Clpitlll which hive been removed. (C) 

23. SE corner Court' Cobb. Ct . 1886-191~. Queen Anne Style . Two s t ory, frame hOUle with a 
cross-glble roof. The glble. each hlvl boxld cornices .nd returnl. The one .tory porch wrlPpiol 
.round two lide, on the hou'l hI. It.ple round column • . Mlny Idditions blVI been .. de t o the 
aar and lid". of the .truct ... n. (C) 

24. S .ide Cobb. betveen JICk.OR , Court. CI . 1916_1930. HiSh Hip Pyrl~id.1 Form, L-Cott,se. 
One story, frame hou" vitll • high h ipped roof. The shed_roofed porch wrlpS around two ,id". of 
th~ ho ..... Tne f~ont. projttctina b'r II .. Inlled b'r. (e) 

ZS. N side Cobb bet .... n Jlcklon , ChurCh . Armhtead Houoe. ca. 18~3. Creek Reviv,i Style. HaU 
Sprlddle Form. One Itory, frame houle with a half . prlddle roof. Tile ful l wi~tll porch il 
r~ce'led unde r the Dain roofline and hI. ai~ Iqu.re wood columnl . The entrlnCe i. ,ur rounded by 
sidelishts .n~ tr.n.om Ind pill.te r l . The .pr.ddle roof ia characteri1ed by • break in the elope 
of I g.bl •. SometDnee the bre.k occ ... r, on bo tll .lop •••• o~etime. only on on •. In th i e 11011..1 thl 
$prl~d le occur •• t the rear and e~tend' over 'hed rooms Idde d to the hous •. Tile 1I0u.e v" built 
in 1843 by Thomas He.rin and occupi"d by lIim until 1861. Or. Jame. Armisteld purchl l"d the houte 
in 1886 and it 1111 remained in Ilia family until the pruent time . (e) 
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26. NW corner of Cobb' Jackson, AI.ton-Cobb HOUle. CI . 1854 . Greek Revival Style, EKtended 1-
Hou.e Form. An eKample of an I-hou.e with sh.d 'Ktenlion. the Alston_Cobb HOUle I, one of four 
$uCh structu re •• tlll 'tlnding in Cllrke County. The houle is a five bar. twO atory. rr~ 
structure with cllpbolrd liding. a glble roof and t wO end eIterior chimney •. I t i. built on a 
central hall plan. with two rOoma over t wO rO~1 In the main 5ection and In or igina l one Itory. 
twO room leln_to wing IcrOI. the rear. The house ha. I f u ll -width doub l e veranda which was I 

lat~r .ddition. Tha front en t r.nce h.5 • doubla_le. f door surrounded by I tran.om .nd 
sidelight l . On the .erond floor . I lingle lelf door lead. to the balcony. On each .Ide of the 
door •• It both levels. Ir, two Iymmetricilly arranged f l oor_length windows. wi th tho •• on the 
ground floor being sl i ght l y llrger. It i s now the home of the Cllrke County Histor i Cl1 Society 
and museum. (C) 

27. Creagh Law Offic~. West s ide Jackson Street . ca . 1832 . 
central single lel£ entrance. Nine_ovar_lix double hung .a.h 
roof i. side gable .nd covlrad with wood shingle • . A central 
is I . hed addition .cro •• the rear of the building . ~, 

( 
HISTORIC CHARACT£R_O£fINING £L£M! NTS or THE OlSTkI CT , 

One .tory f rame bui lding with • 
window. fl ank the entrlnce. The 

chimney pierces the roof. There 

" 

The Courthouse Hi.toric Oi.trict is compri.ld of bu ildings thlt hive alway' beln c~rci.l in 
function and thOle thlt Irl now us.d I. commercial buildings but were o rigin.lly built IS 
residences. Although the dl.t r ict function. alone comme rcill .re •• the Vilull di ff erence. Ire 
striking enough to marit lap. rite list. of chlr.ctl r_defining feltur •• . Thl" f.at ura. Ire 
listed below. 

Hain Street. Courthou.e Square. Ind Court Strllt, 

Unifona .etback. of buildIng. 

Spicing betw.an building' il lith,r vlry clo'l Or non_I I i, t ent : many building •• hare 
Hawalis 

The predominant build!nl ~terial i. brick 

Buildings are typIcll of commercial bu ildings during the period of s ignificanc, 

Cobb Street, 

Slightly deeper set-blck. 
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Spicing between building. I, wider. with I residential feel 

Off_otreet plrking is provided 

The predominant bui l ding mlte rial ia wood 

Buildings are typical of resldenti~l buildings built during the period of signifiClnce 
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CkITERION C. ARCHITECTURE, 

The Covrthou,e Historic District cont.in, good .nd int.ct local example, o f I. t e 19th_centvry 
.nd early 20th-century lmall town commerci. l archi t ec t ure.The .rchit ectvre of thi. tOwn reflecu. 
the loc.l interpret.tion of the high Ityles And the development of the downtown from the IS~Oa 
to the 19~5. Hany of the building' are uti l itari. n in n.ture and hi ve no styliltic qu.litiel. 
Tho.~ .long Cobb Street. however, ve re or ig inally r@.id@nti. l 8nd reflect typic. I [e l i denti.l 
.~yle. found in small town Alabam, during t he period of s ignificance . 

CRITERION A (COMMERCE) 

The Courthouse Historie Dist ric t 11 s ignif1csnt S$ a lat~ 19th_ and early 20th-century 
co ... erci.l downtown. ClIrke County h ew rapidly from 189() to 1910 . Grov~ Hill w .. the most 
populated town in the county in 1910 <lith a popu lat ion of 3,362 . Peoph milr. ted to more urbln 
areas .fter the boll veevil invuion of 1911 , incr .... ing the populltion Hill f urther. Hany 
buildings in thl dl.tricl d.t. from th i s time of growth. 

CRITERION A (GOVERNMENT/POLIT ICS) 

The Courthou.e IIhtodc District it t1anificant for its associations with blinl that politlc.l 
and goye~nt.l Center of CI.rk County. Grove lIill h.s been the . ite of t he county courthou.e 
and j.il since 1832. All lovernmentll function, moved from Clarkesville moved t o Grovi Hill at 
that t~ and have rem.ined in Grove lIill until the present . Although the origin. I courthou,. 
wa S replaced in 195~. gover~nt.l function. cont inue on t his spot. 

PERIOD Of SIGNIFICANCE 

The period of signiflc.nce for the Courthouse His t o ric Oistrict extends from t h. construction of 
the oldest contributing buildin& in the district, the An.lste.d HOUle. c, . 1843. to the 
conn,u~tiu" uf ~h", ..,Ct , .. cent contrlbutJnll bund 'nll j.n d,,, district. d.e Counhou .... ca. 
195~·. 

'This hi.toric dlltrict i. atill • cign if icant cent .. r for &overnment and commerce for Clarke 
county. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

Grove Hill. located In .lmo.t t he geographical center of the county. va. chOlen .1 the county 
seat in 1832. Loc.l tradition ,.ys that the name o f Grove Hill va. cholen bleav'e of the 'tlnd 
of oak . on the plsteau upon vhich the set tlem .. nt VI, mlde. The f irst se t tlement o f vhlte. in ttl! 
vicinity of vhlt it today Grove Hi l l war cal led Ma&offin'. Store . Jame l M.goffin camt to St. 
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Stephens fr om Philade l phia in 1809. He ~epresented Washington County in t he legisla ture of the 
Mississipp i Terri to ry prior t o coming to the Grove Hill area i n 181~ . According t o histor i an 
i . H. Ba ll in his CLARK! COUNTY. ALABAMA AND 1'1'5 SURROUNDINGS. Magoffin e stablished a .tore . 
about t~£ mil e s north of the pre s ent courthouse and tha t this .tore was Ii. ted a . a voting p18ce 
in 1819. 

In the e.r l y 1800s. A s ettlemen t in t he ~ icinity of the present Clarke County Courthou. e was 
known a s both Smi t hville and Macon. T. H. Ball. in h i s hi$tory. states tha t the Cla rke Coun ty 
Courthouse ~8S moved frem Clarke .vill e to Smith~ille in 1832 . Howev~ r. the minutes of the 

Orph8n ' s Court show t hat court was held at Hacon on February 4 . 1833. The se minute s continue to 
mention Macon as the pl ace of the cour t from tha t time until 1850. except for one entry on April 
6 . 1&35. ~hE r e Smithvi l l~ i~ nam~d 8S the plac@ t o app~ar befor ~ th@ eourt. Whln th~ county 
s~at was moved to Grove Hil l . a one_ story frame courthous e was built ~ith 8 log jail be hind i t 
and a tawn wel l nearby. Ba l l state . tha t the name of the town wa. established aSzGrove Hil l 
abou t 1 8 ~ O when the Gro~e Hil l Pos t Of f i ce was moved to the courthou. e viCinity. 

One of t he most impor tan t changes t o happ~n in Clarke County after the Civil War was t he a r r i val 
of t he railroad in t he l a te 1880 • . Boom tawn. sprang up along itt route and the timbe r industry 
f l ourished . Both J a ck son and Thomasvi l l e brew tremendously because of the rai l road's prox i mity . 
Gr ove Hi l l . however , wa s bypa ssed by t he railroad . A he8ted deba te about moving the County sea t 
from Grove Hill t o one of t he rai l road towns had begun by 1890. Repre.entat.i~e £.0. Calhoun 
i ntrOduced a bill i n legis lature in 1892 ca l ling for a ~ote t e settle the i,sue. Whatley . Walker 
Spr i ngs. Thoma svi l le and Jackson al l competed against Grove Hill for the honor o f be i ng named 
county sea t . I n t he end. the pe ople chosed Grove Hill to r em~in A. county seat, with 1.552 vot '1 
f or Grove Hill . 518 vo t e s f o r J aC kson. 307 vote s for What l ey . and six vote s for WAlk e r Spr i ngs . 

I n 1899 t he fr ame cour thouse was replace d with a two .tory br i ck building which se rved as the 
courthouse unt il 1955 when it was rep l ac ed with the present structure. Crove Hill ha 5 .er~ed as 
the cen t er of politica l and l egal ACt ivity f rom the time i t wa . ma de county .e At t o t he presen t 
da~. 5 .. . ,,«&1 ho t el> .. ~ ~e l o c . Le d ",-o u nd ~ h e cO\Htho",e, includins on~ ope n . Led by a r ,-~ e d ~h,,~ . 

1 HistOr ical s ummary . Standing Str~c ture$ Survey of Clarke County. On file at the Al abama 
Historica l Commission. Mon t gomer y. Ala bama , 

2 I bid . , 
' Elec t i on to move coun t y sea t very hot. ' The Clarke County Democrat. 25 November 1982 . p . 17C. 
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to accomodate people who travelled to Grove Hil l to conduct bus~ne." in t he ~ourt. , A. could be 
expected. many lawyers , clerks , and merchant. lived pe rmanently in the town . 

Historic photos give us • fair idea of the condition of t he square du ring th~ ~arly part of the 
20th ,~ntury. (Fig. 1) What is now Hain Stre~t was t hen a wide expanse of dirt with matu~e trees 
dotting its edges. The brick cour thouse built in 1899 .tands at the end of Hain Street and 
several crud~ log and frame buildings l ine Hain. A newspaper article (Fig . 2) attests to the 
chages which have happened on Hain Street. For in~tanc~, a blacksmith shop once stood on Main, 
and hogs were allow~d free rang~ t hroughout town. 

Grove Hill was incorporated in 1929 . The effort to incorporate was l ed by the Lion. Club. which 
listed several benefits t o be gained by incorporating, including .tr~et improvements issuing an 
orde~ to keep livestock off the streets, the addition of street lights. and the se curing of a 
tele graph. The issue was put to a vote and the elect i on r~.ult $ were 89 for and 31 against. 
De~pite incorporation. Grove Hill still did no t h8V~ ~ om~ of the amenities hoped fo r by early 
1940. As an hi~toric pho~o show., (Fig. ]) Highway 43 was the only paved road around the 
cQurthous~ in the 1940 •. Compared to the <eSt of the county. howev~<, Grov~ Hill was clearly 
modernized town. According to the 19 . 0 hOUSing $tatis t ic., eighty_ .ev~n p~ r cent of the ho~.es 
in the county had nO running wate r, and .eventy_two per cent had no form of heat other than a 
fireplace. The ~em&ining ho~sing in Crove Hill from t his time show" U5 tha t t hg citi zens h3d a 
fairly high standard of living comp a , ed to the more rural area' of the county. 

Neve rthe less, the community continued to expand a nd grow. Grove Hill continued to prosper. and 
the city limits were expanded by two- third., with the populat ion growing from 730 peopl e i n 19'1) 
to about 2,000 p~ople in 19~0 . All the city ,treet, were paved from 1945 to 1 949 . A 1940 
ar ticle from the Clark~ Co~nty Democrat describ~$ t he cont i nued building boom in Grov~ Hill, 
focusing on new 7esid~nC@$ under c onstruction . one of them b~ing th~ W.D. Dunn Home , number 22 
in the distr~ct. Hom~5 along Cobb 5t~eet were changed from residences into businesses to allO' 
for the increased need for commercial space , and some build ing. were ~pda ted with the addition 
of stylistic details. Such modernization reflected the increased prosperity of enj oyed by Clarke 
County in th~ 1950$ and 1960. In 1955 the courthouse wa. repl.ced with a mod~rn building which 
CQuld be utilized more efficiently by the courts and coun t y o ffi ces . The Sept @mb~r 24. 1953 

, 
Historical summa~y. St.nding Structur~s Survey . , 
-Old pnotograph of Main Stree t reveals much about turn_of_century Grove Hill. ' Th~ Clarke 

County D@mocrat, 2S November 1982, p . 2C. , 
Ibid. , 
"Grove ~ill continue s its build ing boom , " 

number: Historical summary. Standing 
25 ~pril 1940, no page 



NPS FOnft lO_~OO _a 

(8_86) 

United state. Department of the Interior 
N.tion.l Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
GONTINUATI ON SHEET 

Section II Plge 4 

OMB No . l02~_0018 

county 

....... __ ....................•.................... __ .. __ . __ .. aaa ..................... aa······· ... 
iSlue of The o.mocrat of ferld the folloying dl.cr iption o f the Iqul re area .1 delcribed rr~ an 
old photograph, 

' f irst on the right il a bllcklMith .hop where the Leonard Hotor Comp.ny building now . t lnds. 
Next in lin. il the Morrow Hotel, now the Leggitt. Hote l, which is bu t lilli. changed in 
applarinci. Then coma. the Cobb Drug Company. next i. the Pugh 8ro .• tore with itl .i gn Out 
front •• v.cant lot Ind t hen the W. W. Daffin .tore wi t h i t s black cat lign. The t ree with the 
bare br.nches. standing bltveen the twO w.te rwork •• i. I sycamore which formerly 'arvld as the 
town'. domino parlor. It vi. hera that Mr . Enoch Cobb made his c la •• ic comment . whiCh i . Itill 
occa.ionally quo t ed . Someonl ru.hed up t o where he wa. playing and eXCitedly Informed him thlt 
his vatermill dam had jUlt broken. His only reply w.s ' Come on down with you r doubl'_lix. ' 

Next a f t!r the D.ffin .torl coml. the J.W. Cunningham store . now the S.C. Gordon and Company 
bu ildiog, and the l ot blyond . now occupied by The Fir.t Bank of Grove Hill. w.s t hen v.c.nt. On 
the lefthsnd side of the street, t he fir it building seen is th@ Plez Rtv,rs b.rb@r ,hop. 
Although the crOll .treet i. not In Ividence , it wal th@re jUlt I. it I. tod.y. Acro., thl • 
• treet and on the co rner .t.nd. a bui lding which vas u.ld for the Grove Hill POlt of fi ce with 
frank Woodud as postmiller. Next io • 'mill buildlnK which at one time vIS und by Mi n Estelle 
Allen a •• millinery .hop. Then comes the Jno. S. Chapmsn store. nOw the Covden h.rdw.re, and 
beyond it are .een the chimney. and the fron t of the Cunningham Hotel. 

With the exception of the cour thoule, the little building which at ood to the south of it and 
whiCh originally wal u.ed by the Probate Judge and the Register in Chancery. and the county 
jail, there vera nO brick building. in the town. ' 

Today, lhe district po ••••••• intagrity o f location, desiln, selting. mlt l rial vorkman.hip . 
feeling and .,IOc i.Lion. 

8 ' Old Photoiraph of Main Street ,eveal. much about turn_of_century Grove HIll, ' The Cll rke 
County Democrat, 23 November 1982. p. 2e. 



DETEiHINATION Of ELIGIBILITY AHD CHARACtER DEfINING ~MtS 

COURTHOUSE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
GROV! HILL. CLARKE COUNTY 
ISTEA PROJECT TO DO LANDSCAfE IMPROVEMENTS 
1/23/9~ 

COURTHOUSE HISTO&IC DISTRICT 

The DOE group came evaluated the diltrict against applicable c riteria and 
determined thlt it i. eligible for the National Regi . t~r. It il s ian ificant 
under Criterion A. Commerce/Pnlitica and Cri t erion C. Community Plannin& and 
Architecture. 

CRITERION C. ARCHITECTURE and PLANNING, 

The Courthoul, Histor i c District c on t alnl good and intact local e~ampl •• of 
late 19th_century and early 20th-century small town commercial and r l.ident t al 
architecture. The arch itec ture of this town r e fl ects the local interp retat ion 
of the high Itylel and the deve lopment of the downtown from the 18401 t o the 
1955 . Many of the bui l ding' are utilitarian in nature and have nO 'tyli l t ic 
qual ities. Those along Cobb Street. however. were origin.llY residenti.l .nd 
reflect t ypic.l relidenti.l 6ty l e. found in small town Alabama during the 
period of lignificance. 

Grove HilL '1 pl.n 11 unululL for Alabama in t hat three main ,tree t S converge 
midw.y upon, broad open ' Quare. with the courthouse to on~ l ide on .xil with 
the lalt_we lt Itree t. Thi . l,yout. al ~ell "' the tradition. l Opennell . il 
sign ificant under Criterion C. 

CRITERION A (COKHE RCE) 

The Cour thoule Hi.toric District i. lianifican t a. a late 19th_ and ea r ly 
20th_century coame rcial downtown. Cla rke County grew rapidly from 1890 to 
1910. Grove Hill va. the ~.t populated town in the county in 1910 vith • 
popuiation of 3.362 . People .igra ted to more urban a re ••• fter the boll 
weevi l Inv •• ion o f 1911. increa.ing the population .till further. Klny 
buildin.s in the district date from this tUne of growth. 

CRITERION A (GOVERNMENT/POLITICS) 

The Courthoul. Hi l t or ic Di.trict i, lignificant for it l a •• ociation. with 
beina the political and governmantai center of Clark County. Grove Hili ha. 
beeo the lit. of the coun ty courthou.e and jlil since 1832. All government.l 
function. moved from Clarkesville moved to Grove Hill at that tUDe and h.ve 
remained in Grove Hill until the pre.ent. Al though the o r iginal cou r thouse 
w.s replaced in 193~ . governmental func tion. continue on thi' I pOt. 

PERIOD Of SIGNIFI CANCE 

The period o f I IKnifi,an," for t he Cour thouse Historic District extend. from 
1839 . the date of t he plln II doc umented in deed books. to the con't~uction of 
the mOlt recent con t r ibuting building in the distric t . the Courthou •• • ca . 
li43*. 



-This historic diltrict il Itill a significant center for government Ind 
c~rce for Clarke County and It I lign ificance will continue .S propertie. 
mature to the 50 ye.r .ge ll~it or until the properties no longer continue in 
their hiltoric functionl. 

INTEGRITY 

The group dete~ined lhlt the distric t po •• el,es integrity of location. 
deSign. setting, Gllerl.ll, workman.hip, feeling snd a •• oclation. 

HISTORIC CHARACTER_DEFINING EL~XNTS OF THE DISTRICT, 

The Courthouse Hiltoric Di'trict il comprised of building. that have alwlY' 
been commercill in function Ind thOle thlt Ire now used a. commercill 
building. but werl originally huilt .s residences. Although the dill r icl 
function. a. ona commerc il l area, t he vilual differenc., ,rl Itriking enough 
to merit lep.rate 111tl of Char'C l e r_ defining fe ature • . These fe.ture. Ire 
lilted below. 

Mlin Str •• t, Courthoule Squ.r,. Ind Court Stree t , 

The historic plan of the courthoule Iquare and immedia t e lurroundingl 
Uoe of a monument IS I focal po int in the Center of the squ.re 
MOlt building' I" two Itoriel i n height 
~nIform ,.tback, of buIldingl 
ConCrete lidewalk. 
The predomInant building mlterial is brick 
The interpllY of concrete and brick II building miter ills 
Spacing betw.en building' il e i t her very cloo. Or non.eKistent; m.ny 
buildings .hare firewa ll, 
8uildingl Ire typic. I of c~rcl.1 building' during the period of 
significlnce 

Cobb Stre.t, 
Slightly deeper 'et-blckl 
Grl.IY Irel, and tr •••• landlcaping between the sidewalk. Ind the buildingl 
Concr.te lidewllkl 
Spicing between buildingl il wider, with' reSidential feel 
Hlture treel Ire SClttered throughout t he arel 
Off·ltreet pI,king t. provided (drivewly. I'e prelent) 
The preda.In.nt buIlding matarial il wood 
Suildingl are one Or t wO otor le l In height 
Buildings Ire typicil of resident ill build in,s built durin, the pe r iod of 
significance 
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