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5T,\ IE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA III 5TOR I CAL CO~!'\\1 55 r ON 
72S MONROE STREET 

~IONTGO~IEIl.Y, ALABAMA 361:)0 
PIIONE: 26J -3 1&1 

AI.ABAHA Il.EGISTER OF LAND~l!'R)\S AND HERITAGE 
Nominat i on form 

<WmY CI Q r-k e, 
"NA"u": Present k 9:.]...,'4"..,.,1 ?k...e1f' Historic __ ~ __________ _ 

J,OCAT1()1i: Street and I\Unbcr fie. eft, 7 ,.$s?J?,3<?-C., ~.....u,..~LUk,3<. 5qS
T0"11 (Give directions if r\lr,~l) Roekl/il/f ' C<">QJ(Q,m:fy 

*A ~~\P WlTIl 111E l.A.N1)lARK Wo,RKED ~UST Be SUl\.\\lTJ'ED 1I'J1H THIS I'OJl.\l* 

CA'I'F.GORY : Building (X ) Structure () ObjKt ( ) Site () District ( ) 

USE: Present {er:.en11y ceocC!"/F-I€:d Historic IJaMes/end ha,,~ c:... 

()o,},'ERSHl P: Public () Private ( X ) 

.)o<'ot-O-,,,'; ""'" MIL-Me" ,iob.lOD GmbO?J1.01E1TE JohnsooSkJ '" 
Mailing Address Ill', 111 tEOX 30- G 

,.iac,k6QD (J/, 3(.5-+!'-
1t,'n;GRllY: Original Site c.f ) Moved () 1I11en? _________ _ ____ _ 

1'rom ;"he re? (Give details in significance.) 

CCtillITla-lS: Excellent () Good () Fair ( X ) kuins ( ) 

l1!RfATS: No () Yes 00 By kl1ilt? '11J9P.rI'JrQ",SJfM~'t-r~ 
R£SIORATICli II'ORX: Bcinl: considered (X ) Undcnw.IY ( ) Complet ed ( ) /o\ot planned ( ) I 

SURRWNDING E. ... 'VIRCN-IENT: Open land ( ) Koodland ()( ) Scattered buildwgs ( ) 
High building density ( ) Conmercial ( ) Industr ial ( ) 
Res idential ( ) Rur:ll ()<) 

;\cre:Jgc --,,4~o,-__ 
for all catcgorics other d\:Jn a di,strict and object give a sit ... plan ;"ith a North arrow. 
Show related buildings. 

For a district give a verbal boundary description ,md attach a sketch rrklp of the district . 



SIGNII'IO\NCE: 

IIh)' is this landmark s ignIfi cant? ( ) 

(;(J 
( ) 

asso.:ia t cd with ('n'lllS, persons, or moV(,lnCnts 
Local () St all' () Nation.l\ ( ) 

a good l'x;lmple of a In>e or styll' of s t ruc ture 
other 

Architect or lIuilder (Give Mme and biographies, 

Ftl.rm ly rn eT}£be!T'J So f~ ,.... a..s 

Give a COl11J]ete but conci se hi s tory of lhe !..<u'I<!mark. Include information on i",lOrtnnt 
people and evellts aSSoo;i;JtN · ... ith t he lam!JI~1rk. (USE ADDITlGW. $llEI;T$ IF 1'.'ECI:SSi\RY) 

g" ~,<-< 

State sources of 

~"'~ 
~ 

7M-€., a.P , . 

DliSCRJPTICN: I'IKY1'OC.RAl'1tS OF TIlE lA\'rH\RK ~lJST liE Sl./nIlTIFD Wl1li 11IIS 

L 

Soard 

(Note <:h.1nges [rca one floor () T wing to ano ther ) 
(<:Iapboard, brick, s tone, .. 'OOd shingle , board and 
wood or br ick, metal, logs) 

Q.S'>d bQ.tt~n. £If h -e!ClI't- Wet:> d 

Structural System : ( If knoo..n) 

b;'lt(!n, Stucco over 

11'00<1 frame (t toad·bearing masonry ( ) Iron or Steel ( ) 



DEsau 1'1' ION l ConI. i nU<.'d ) • 

Poor Type : (G.lblc , <;;tmbrc l, M.msard , I') ;'l, IhPfX"(l, Cornbinalion) ~~ 
Roof Coveri ng: (lo'ood ~hing lc , A.~ph.l1l. Ti l e , ~lctal, SJ"tC}Oft.~!!t.·!(\{;L'fy~IIJt1"d ~h,,,'j\c:. 

Fr«.~e."., - ....... ~to....\ 
Roof Trim: (Comiccs , b~ rgcbo:lrd . brac ~c t s , e tc.) .. 1 "0 .... (.. 
Po rches: F I'OIl l ( type and dcsc riPt iOfl)'~""'<2ol<-"'-';',,/'l.PP«.: ..e""JR.~" .... _laL<''-'''~"~.d'-''?C._ 

-c.;: ,-L,p.,,-2-"*, '-& <' u... , 
/' 71 Rcar (t;e and dcs, ri ption) -""""""""'_-'L_~ ________ _ 

Side ( tnX' and desc r ipt ion) Cl '2!4.,kt't-tn ~ S 21"3> jl.i,,)a;:z 'j ~ 
"1"fI ";",,-,,&.,, 1'-' u...Jl-.j!,j~ , ~ 

Interior: ~scr i be IT'.'Int e l s , s t a in.'ays , wainscoting, plasterwork and any Im ll S lI.ll features . 

~ ~ ~...---, ~ ;, ~ ~_ 190"'5 
~k' ~ . 0,-' a '~.,tu'~ . 

:;:~::::2:) "--' ~~~~. 
Other : Usc t his space t e describe allY additions , alterat ions , outbuildings or other 

fea tures of the s tructure and its surroundings . 

,f" ""A' nJ of. 5",.1(" h. 05" I po.c-t- of "- sri ,'t r,"ckd kn~e 
A c.of'~ c.r,b C.o"tfVc.)",.J ",.f loss 
{!)ufhou,,, fo;ret. A VUj /o.cCl<- D«-ldre.G p!"'''15 
C\nJ :s~rvb.s A ro.re, windlCt.ss waJe.'('"' ;yJ'-\-eYY\ 

(h an additional shee t I!Io'Ikc a s ketch of the floor plan of the building. showing C a.. (( <:.d 
dimensions if possible. ~ 
THIS IS NOT REQJIREDI s.u:-~~~ " 1_ 

""''''~1-

~~ 
- -----



OCSCIUPTIOO (Continued) 

SflWt:11JRE : 

ORJECf: 

SHE: 

on ,1111Cf: 

0" ;l s~'p;lrale sheet of p~pcr give a cOIIlplc t c as possibll' ve r bal <les.; r iption 
of the "tn...:lLIre. (~e ex.Jl11plcs) 

en II scp:lTate sheet of 1)''lI>CT give a cOIIlplc t e as IXlssible ve rba l dcsc ri pt ion 
of the object. (Sec cxrunples) 

On a sepll ra lc sheet of p"I)Cr gi\'c tlle present description of the site and 
how the site is believed to have looked during i t s pcriocl of importance. 

On a sepa rate sheet of paper give a gener al descript ion of the district. Also 
needed i s a mnbered list of the stroctures in the district correspon<ling to 
the sketch map. This listing should include a n.'l.1IC (or the structure , a date 
of construc t ion , a brief desc r iption, a s t a t ement of ""hy t he structure i s 
signi ficant , if j tis. 

*A ~W' 1'0'1111 mE !A\1l<~W; ~1;RKED AND PUJT(GW'lts MJST BE SI./R·llTff.D WJ1l1 TIl lS I'OFW' 

Map: A U.S. Geolegica l Sul'\'ey).bp i s preferred , but if you are umble to obtain 
one a county hi!;h .... ay ma p m.:ly be used . 

Photographs: I\l~c ):: :Uld ",'hitI' , glossy finis.h, 5.'17, or a .'I 10, is preferred. 

For Alabarn.l Histor ica l Ca:1llission use on ly 

STAFF O). ' ·!E.\'TS: 

[la t e !)iC.<&=<.-< ,( Y« I r 3'9 
Telephone 

MAP REfERN'£E: 1>\I\P ________________________ _ 

U. T. M. Reference 

Thematic Category ___________________________ _ 

Added to AI.AllI;\iA REGIST1'.R ______________________ _ 

NAT IONAL REGISTER Potential 
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Melanie A . Betz 
Alab ama Reyiste r Coo r di nator 
725 Monroe Street 
L'Iontgoffiery, A labama 36130~ 510l 

Deae Ms . Betz : 

HC ~ 67 ~ Bo x 30~C t\ 
Jackson, ALabamll. 36545 \\l~\I 
Febr uary 16 , 1990i~'t.C£. 

'2" \~ ,,, 

In eesponse to your l etter of January L2, 1990, requesting 
a dd i tio nal infoemation on the J ohnson House loc 3ted in Jackaon, 
Alabama , Rockvi lle commu n ity, I "ill ans""r youe questiona to the 
beat of the kno"ledye ava il able to me at th is t ime. I am a l "ays 
seeking add i tiona l infoemation. 

!'iIlO ACTU ALLY BUILT THE HOUSE 

Land documents i n the Clarke County Coucthouse cecocds sho~ 
thll.t t he Johnson fa mily o "ned peope c ty in the Rock ville community, 
t he n kno~n as Salt? Wocks, as ea e ly as 1 859 or before and "as 
con tinuously o~ned and occu()ied by vacious family membecs. Seve cal 
houses ace kno~n to ha ve been o n vaeious locations on the pro()eety . 
None are remaining except the pcesent Johnson House, t he l a at 
cesidence of the Johnson famil y. So fae ! have not been able to 
d etermi ne t he exact date ~hen the house " a s bul lt . It ~aa li k ely 
a " h" "ae cais ing " by fam ily and nei ghboes as ~aa common i n th ose 
days . 

T he fami l y o~ned othee adjoining p roperty at th e ti me ~hen my 
father, William Bycd Johnson, acq u ired i n 1905 by Homestead Patent, 
t he land o n ~hich the h ouse stands, T h is is also cecoeded in the 
Cl3cke County Courthouae in Grove Hill, Alabama . 

My grand father, Joe Johnson, died i n 1 898 and h is g rave is on 
the family propecty adjoining my fathec ' s home s tead aCeeS. My 
grandmo ther, Tempie "itta Johnso n, and t he ir seven children liv e d 
1n the pceaent house, ~h ich I remember f eom ch ild hood. She d i ed 
in 1943 a t age n i nety-seven, 

MY FATHER AND MOTHER 

My fath e r, ,,'illiam By,d Joh nso n, ~aa born Ma rch 18, 1874 at 
Rockv ille, Al aba ma, the oldest of seven ch ildee n of J o e Johnson 
and Temp ie "itts J ohnson . He lived on the Johns on pcopeety e arn ing 
a liv ing i n t imber a nd by faem i ng t he l and. He "as act ive i n the 
Rockville Baptist Church, His name and othee family membe rs are 
listed i n the cerltennial booklet p ub lished by the Roc kv ille Baptis t 
Chu rc h. 



-

Melanie A. Betz 
Page 2 
Februacy 16, 1 g90 

My mothee, H"ttie Lyda Johnson, "'liS bocn June 28, 1878 in 
Tennessee, daughter o f Joseph Lyda and Hilrriett Ma""'e 11 Lydil. The 
family moved to Be i dgepoet, ALilbama wheee Hilttie geew up and was 
educated. She ear n ed hee teaching c e rtificate through the State 
Norma l Sc hool at Jacksonville, Alabama aeound 1901. She taught 
foc ten yean; in the public schoo l s of Al abama . She met Williilm 
Byrd Johnson while on a teaching assignment in Rockville, Alabama, 
They were married May 30, 1912. 

Willi"m Byrd and Hattie Lyda Johnson moved to Bridgeport 
about 1918 retaining ownership of the Johnson p r ope rty, While a 
eesident of Bridg e port, Alabama, William 8yrd Johnson was comm i s 
sloned Justice of Peace by Governoc Bibb Gcaves. He also served 
as City Clerk in Sridgepoct, Alaba ma. My mother died November 30, 
1940. My father died June 9, 1969. Both are buried in Mount 
Carmel Cemetary near Bridgepoet, Alabama . 

My fathee's mother, Tempie E"itts J ohnson, his brother, George, 
his sisters, Emily . Hannah and Tempie Johnson Duk es OIee bur i ed in 
the BetheL Cemetery near Rockvi l le ~nd OIre listed in a 1989 Sucvey 
of Old Cemeteries, 

OLD PROTOGR APHS 

I know a few photographs do exist. 1 am in 
l ocating them and ... ill have them cop i ed for you. 
Press RegLstee photogeaphs ~l r eady submitted are 
SO fOl r. 

COLOR SL I DES 

the process of 
The 1986 Mobile 

the best I have 

Color slides aCe not availabl e at this time and will be sent 
to you as soon as processing is complete. E"our color pcints made 
i" Apr il 1989 are enc l osed . 

1 ho.,e you will f ind this infocmation useful. 
kno", if moce information is needed. 

Please l et me 

The restor~tion is going f ocwacd slowly ; sO fac the chimney 
hOls been completed. The lumb ec for restoeing the pocch has been 
deliveced. We appceciate your continued i nteeest in oue pro j ect 
arld hope to hear from you soon . 

Sincerely, 

I!~.L}-L.w ~ 
Mildred Johnson Gca ham 

MJG/sew 

Enclosures 
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