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Ki mbe l l-Ri~ers-Woodson House Kimbell House 

PRESENT NAME ~~~~ _-"';:'':of,"':'':'";':':'~'~'~''~";'~(~~~~~~~:=~~~;:~~:=~ ..b!l l Hel of ~cwerce Street .Jnd Depot Road. \1" ~ -r_ , 0", ... 
LOCATIO~ (Street and numb~r) .Vl~, __ r~~ 

"'( " , " ') ,JC'C'CkC"c"",,-,-Ae"cbc'e'='~_~ ____ ~ _________ _ TO'.'., ;ive ~re"t on8 rY~3~ _ 

vacant res idence 
PRESENT USE _~~~~~~~~~~~~~ HISTORIC USE _~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ 
O',,'NER5HIP, Pu blic ( ) Prlvat.e ( ~L" '3rui&i~ion betn~ ~on~id"red (X) 

OII'NER'S NA..'lE _-,J~'~'~k:'~O~"~.~,~, ~.~,~,~,~.~.~tii~~C~"""~~i~t~t:,:, __ ~~~~~-.c-~~~~~~_ 
,\PDRESS "',--"e'e'e' ~'='e'="='c='=ie' dCCA="=d~"='=',--,C:,C"""",--,,,,",~, ~~ __ )l~~~~~~_ 

2230 Catheri ne Avenue, Jac kson , Alabama, 36545 

.'1AILtNC, 

(;ONDlTIOIl : Excellent. ( ) Good ( ) f "iT ( ) 0 ' , X ) (s truc tural ly 
~um" 

sound) 

Il\,ECR1TI : Orig1nal sHe (X) 'Iove.d ( ) 
Mo~e contemplated 

When!-=-=-==cccC"c=-==c~~~~~~~~ ___ 
,r<>", ~·her .. ? _~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Give detail s In signlficanc~ 

TIl~f.'-\TS : No ( y~~ ( X ) IIv "h~t? Oemolit i on 

RfSTQRAilON ~'Ol(" : Kdng c"n~id"r"d ( X ) ~nd"r"ay ) Completod , ) ~ot I'lanrl<"J 

Sl'RI(OL'~l) IN l. ENV lRO~'1L~"j": Orcn l~ml , Wood land ( ) Scattered buildings , ) 

Highwa)' bui lding density ( ) ComrnH~ Lal , ) Ind",t.r!al 

Kesidcntial (X) Rur~l ( ) 

If there arc "","erous hutldlngs In the ~rc" . could this structure be part of a 
llistoric District? 

, 
, 

SIGNIFICA)!CE: 'h'hy is thl" h!lpon.,nt , ) 

, X ) 

~"~ori~t.~d ", i ~h ~v"n~" , per~on~, or movement .• 
I."" .. l (X) St.n~ ( ) '{~ti"n~l ( ) 

" g()ud ex~mp1 .. of a type or st.yle c:>f strunur .. 

) 

( ) othr.t __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Explain: This 1s ?ne of the few remaining pioneer type dwellings of simple style 
(Pla~tatlon Plain) remaining i n Jackson, It was built by Isham Kimbell, 
su rV lvor of the KI MBell -JAMES MASSACRE near Fort Sinquefi eld in Clarke 
County during the Creek Indian War of 1812-13. Isham Kimbell was an im
portan t figure in the early days of Jackson and hel d t he County offices 
of Sheriff and Clerk of t he Circuit Court. (See Attachments) 

) 



il-:r.,.-r\,'R 1848 l);ot~ n[ ~ddj~tons __ _ 

Isham Kimbell 

", j , 

ThiS home was built in 1848 by Isham Kimbell on Commerce Street, at that time the 
main thoroughfare from Jackson to the River Landing on the Tomblgbee River . At his 
death, it passed into the ownership of Mrs. J. C. Rivers, his granddaughter. Hrs. 
Rivers died in 1944 and the property was sold by her he i rs to Mr. G. E. Woodson, 
Jackson Merchant who has donated the house to the Jackson Bi-Centennlal Conrnlttee. 

Ishall Ki mbell was born March 31, 179] and died on February 17, 1881. His ¥life, 
M<trtha 1. Carney Kimbell was born December 26, 1797 and died June 2, IB53. She 
was the daughter of a pioneer settler of Clarke County, Josiah Carney of Carney's 
Bluff on the TOdbigbee River. Isham and Ma r tha Kimbell a~ buried In Pine Crest 
Cemetery, Jackson, less that a block from their home. 

:' - .11 

County RecordS 
Mobile. Also, 
written by Isham 
attachments) 
;)~"CRrpTlO" 

Texas and Rivers heirs now residing in 
d,,;;;l and Halbert and a personal letter 

e of the Clarke County Oemocrat. (see 

'r brld~~" 
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DESC~]PT]('N (eunll"lI .. d) 

t'oundat1on brick piers 

WALL 'lATrRl,\i.: (~M(' c "U\II"~ frOll on .. I lo". o r ",ing to an<>tilerj 
kla~I>nJr'!, brick, iIlon .. , ""od shin>:]". hoard and ball-on , ,;l" , n r '.' 
>T brl, '1~I, logs) PLL\SE :-;(ITE TVn OF BRlCK BO~[)]);' .... W 1.(1(. \UTClll:, 

clapboard sidings 

STRt:CTLR.U SYSI' " ) IT,'., r 

ROOF TYP[: (, "1>1.', ~T" • )'m ,rd , F1" , Ill, , v.,,,,bin,,';,,", 

Gable roof 

1" I , , • ( X l "d;,; ( ) St.t~(l 

ROOF TRI'l ; 111 11)) 

hi J\"j j 

Two chimneys, brick with four openings to serve four main rooms in house. One 
brick chimney between two rooms of e~st wing and two brick chimneys at end of 

, ( 

Q'C. >e5.St and west wlng,/front porch across front of house with simple white square 
colurms -

(s: 

U-shape porch on back to serve the main hDOSe and two wings. square columns, 
Most of the re~r porch has fallen away , 

Entrance door opening Is double - six feet wide with plain sidelights , no overllght. 
The doors themselves are lIOdern ~ddltioR ~nd are not original. 

Other doors are plain heart pine, four paneled 3'2" X 7'2" 

Windows are 2'9" X 5' 12 light Sixteen windows all told 

r ,'r ,,' 
mantels ~re plain wooden and fireplaces 
Be~utiful pine wainscoting in four main 
horizontal pine boards (some 18" wide) 

CEkilJG.S - ,,' bSI1, ;:Y.!fJ~ti' t)Il0£l.I, 

",' '" , ""r, 
later converted to grate fires, 
rooms. Above wainscoting are wide 
covered by wall pa~r. 



.lTIIER: ,S~ ~h!~ 81'.1"(' Lu dc~rribe ,,!IV .,ddi~;"n.'. "ttl-rations, outbultdlnj;!s Or "li1~r 
f~'H"r~ .. 01 the Hruclur~ and Its ~urr"u!ld;"&,, . 

Old cistern is to re~r of e~s t wing. Old ori ginal depend~ncy used ~ s 
shed or storehouse, to rear of e~st wing, One later addition to west 
wing will be removed. 

*A :1AP IIInt THr: STKI:Cn:RE MAlU:ED Mm PHOTOCWHS MUST BE SIlMMrTT~:D WlTn THIS f'OR.'1,* 
, 

.'lap : A U.s. Ge"l()~!cAl Survey M.~1' 1. prefen"d , but if you are ,,,'abl,, 1.<1 ohaln on~ 
a eOunlv high~'''v m.1P may he used . 

Phulugtaph~: M".t br bhck and whlt~. RloS8V finish and either 5 M 1 or 8 x 10. 

PREP,WED 8Y ~-1.nlay_, Jr~ ____ !lATE ----.Au.gust...J5 •. -l1~9~76'_ __ _ 

ADDK,:SS So~ -1J,l ______ _ PijOllF. 246'-"'"9"'<' __ _ 

--.,jJ .. ad;soo,Alaba~~-36,'5'45'-__ ORCA.'HZAnO); Clarke Count)' H1storJcaJ .. io~_ 

for Alabama Historical r~~1881on useC:oO"",~,-----------------

___________ Site nu~bcr 

:-<AHO:;AL REGISTER Pot"n! tal 

l.;tt itude 



Constru~ted in 1848, the Klmbe11-Rivl~r-Wood8on House waS one of th 

fe~' r .... lnlng pioneer t yp~ dwelling os si1llpl .. style atill r..-alnin & 

In Jackson. It was buil t by Isham Kimball, a surviVor of th~ Klmbell

Jaaea Kassaef~ which took plac~ near for tSlnquaflled tn 

Cls1rk County durins th .. Creek Indian WAre of 1812-1]. Ishe. Kimbell 

was an important flgur .. in te early days of Jackson nad held the 

County Offices of sh .. rtff a d Clerk of th .. Circuit Court. 

The home .... built in 1848 on Co.meree Str~ .. t, a t that time the 

main throgourhfsre from Jacson to the Riv .. r Landing on the Tomblgb .. 

Rlv .. r . 



KIMBELL HOUSE CAe 1848 
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LeTTE" FROM 

. ., 
ISHfim rlinbeU TO I5/11/(., G-RiJ1ff, EOITOR..- of m£ 

C0R.K..E. Ct)fANiY 
Jackson 25 , May , 1880 l!.EfnoC-RAr;' 

Isaac Grant , Esqr . , 

AgreeabLe to my promLsc , I lillVC endeuvored to give you u 

history of my birth , secns and troubles, [rom the time of my 

recollections, since my birth down to the ycar 18)0 • 
•• 

'r'was born in the state of North Carolina , Warren County, 

on ,the 31st day of March , 1797 . My Mother died when I was quite . , 

young . I can just recollect her death . My Father married a 

second time and had one son by his second ,.,.ife . His .second wife 

died and after her death my Father took me and a sister to the 

state of South Carolina , to an Aunt of ours , by the name of 

Chastain . She was the sister of my Mother , and then he returned 

and brought the balance of his family to \o'here he hnd left us . 

My Father married a third time , I t hink the year 1807. In the 

fall of 1811 , ... c PLoved to ... hat was called t he Mississippi Ter

ritory, arriving on the west b"mk of the Tombcckbce River in 

Washington County, about four miles above this Ferry , at pn:J;enL 

owned by me . On the 24th day of December , 1811, and in Lhe fall 

of 1812 , he moved to Clark County and settled, where the family 

was all murdered except him und myself ;md some free Negroes . 

In the spr ing of the year , 1813, my Father hired his \''''"on and 

t eam to a man named Lumsdale , to go to Pensacola and take a load 

of coffee to Georgia , and sent me with his driver . Mr . Lumsdalc 



accompllni...,d u s w~th I, is w;,,,,,,n ,mIl tC:)'" "ntl afL(Or 
Page 2 

,-,'ncil i Il,>: 1'(0)1 -

sacola the coffee was purchased by Lumsdale and the wagon loaded 

and we started for Georgia on reaching Mr . Lumsdales' house in 

Georgia and delivered our load and in a few days started back 

for home . The driver and myself alone and aft('T having re<lched 

a stand called Connellys Station, we were advised not to attempt 

to go through the Indian Nation at that time , because of great 

confusion in presence of trouble growing out of .... 'ar f eeling 

to the government of the United States on the part of the Indians . 

We then returned to Georgia and left our wagons and proceeded on 

to South Carolina to my Aunts and remained there until about June 

or July and then started back to our wagon and for home and when 

we had reached Connellys Stand , the place where we had turned 

back, we were advised by Connellys there would be no danger . I 

requested him to send a friendly Indian along with us , he pro· 

vided one who said he would travel with us to the Cahaba Creek, 

who lived near there. A few miles before we reached the creek, 

our guide left us, on reaching the creek we found the bridges 

burned. which gave us much alarm. \.o'e went to the a ld ford, on 

the creek, near the bridges and succeeded in getting across . 

The moon was then in a state that would adQit of travel a greater 

part of the night and we came to the conclusion to secret our

selves as best we could and travel in the night, we thus traveled 

and I assure you we lost no time in taking all the advantages we 

could devise, and when we had nearly gone through what we supposed 

to be most of the danger and very early in the morning we met some 
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4 or 5 while men all armed , just as they were comin~ out 
Page 3 
of the 

edge of Murder Creek Swamp . They had stopped to feed ond get 

some refreshment , they inquired of us ~TIat we thou~ht of the 

prospect of getting through safely . We gave all the information 

we had and moved on, and as we entered the ford of the creek , the 

driver stopped the team to drink , we discovered some 4 or 5 

Indians standing to the side of the wood all armed, and as the 

team had gotten through drinking , I told the driver to move on 

and to notice nothing . As soon as the road would permit it to 

drive with as much speed as possible, I stood at the back end of 

the wagon until I thought we had gone onc or t""'O miles. I have 

no doubt but what they would have murdered us i f they had not been 

deterred from doing so because of the men we had left on t he other 

side of the creek . We traveled all day and night and reached 

Connellys Ferry on the Alabama River early the next morning , that 

Ferry was after called Dale's Ferry and after crossing the river, 

stopped and fed , took something to eat , then started and reached 

home that evening, and on arriving at home , found all quiet and 

well . In a short time it was deemed prudent that the citizens 

fortify themselves and a fortification was COlfQlll;mCed at the res 

idence of a William Sinkfield and was soon completed and the citi -

zens all moved into the Fort . We had not been there but a short 

time before one or two of my Fathers children were t~ken sick and 

he , supposing no danger , took his family home . We had not been 

at home long until an attack was made on Fort Mims and were all 

killed and on two days after, my family was all murdered except 

him and myself and some few 



, 

of the Negroes . The family was taken up to th{' Fort 
Page 4 

the next 

day snd all entered in one grave , and just as they had finished 

entering the dead , the Indians made an attack upon the Fort 

with a force of them supposed to be about one hundred , and after 

about an hours fight , withdrew from the Fort . The Fort was 

evacuated the next day and the citizens all went to Fort Madison . 

General Claiborn , who was in command at St . Stephens , order-

ed the troops h:om Fort Madison to St. Stephens and many of thl! 

citizens went with them . My Father also took me and his ~egroes 

snd ca~ied them over to St . Stephens with the troops but did 

not remain in St . Stephens but a short time before we returned 

to fort Madison and after reaching Fort Madison, died in a very 

short time . ~lr . R. R. Harwell , after hearing of his death, carne 

and took me home with him and administered my Fathers estate . 

I remained with Mr . Harwell until the year 1815 , at which time 

put with Mr . David Taylor , a merchant who lived in Jackson . I 

remained with Mr. Taylor until in the spring of the year 1817, 

at which time I went to Augusta , Georgia to my Uncle who lived 

in the city _____________ , I rem<lined with him until the year, 

1819 , at which time I returned to Jackson and in the year 1821 , 

I married the daughter of Mr . Josiah Canley and settled at this 

place, cOll'lllenced a small business in a mercantile llll€! ""hich 

turned out great ly as fMking 3 start to make 3 living . 1 was 

then offered the business of the Sherriffs office of lhis county . 

t accepted the offer and I closed up my ~ercantile business . 

which resulted considerable in my favor and conducted office 

of Sheriff for one term . This ..... o.s about the time Ol th(t nm1c.'(nt ion 
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of" ?art 0 1'rIoM Oe.CoIJ. .Ay"tO Ctar~ \oIh : c.h have col'\_iDl"r ... ~le

business to the office of Sheriff . 1 was afterward appointed 

Clerk of the Circuit Court of Clark County in the ye.nr 183 3, rind 

continued in said office by e lection of the people of the County 

until the election in August, 1849, which time I was again elec ted 

for the fourth time to the office . I had purchased the property 

I now own , it became necessary that I should devote the !nost of 

my time in attending to my business at that place . I rcsigned 

the office of Clerk after the spring Court in 1850 and removcd 

to this place . I know as my time is nearly up , it affords me 

much to give to the people of Clark my sincere thanks for the 

many favo r s they have bestowed uPQn me . 

Isham Kimbell 
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THE KIMBELL-RIVERS-WOOOSON.tl0USE 

Jackson, Alabama 

(Nominated to the Alabama Register Of Landmarks And Heritage on August 16 , 1976) 

• • • 
·When ancient buildings nod and threat to fa l l , 
To patch up flaws aod buttress up the wall -
Thus far is duty, but here set the mark; 
To venture further is to touch the ark! 
To change foundations, cast the frame anew , 
Is work for rebels , who base ends pursue. 

JOHN ORYOEIt in 
Absalom and Achitophel . 

• • • 
The Kimbell-Rivers -Woodson House was built in 1848 by the old and respected 
pioneer .of Clarke County , Isham Kimbell . It was built on COllJOOrce Street , at 
that time the main thoroughfare from Jackson to the River landing on the Tom
bigbee River.At Kimbell '5 death, the house passed i nto t he hands of ~Ir$. J. C. 
Rivers , his granddaughter. Mrs . Rivers died in 1944 and the property was sold 
by her heirs to l1r. G. E. Woodson, Jachon Merchant who has donated the house 
to t he Jackson ai-Centennial Commi ttee. The Con~ittee hopes to raise sufficient 
funds to move the house to a suitable location, restore it to I t s original con
dition and provide a place for ci vic groups to meet , or perhaps some day to 
serve as a ci ty museum. 

IshMI Kimbell wes born March 31, 1797 and died on February 17, 1881. The Rev. 
T. H. Ball In an excellent book co-authored with H. S. Halbert , THE CREEK WAR 
OF 1813-1814, describes vividly on pages 177-183 how on the afternoon of Sept
ember I, 1813, the sixteen year old Isham Kimbell and his little brother, 
escaped the scene of the Kimbell-James Massacre near Fort Sinquefield and 
started for the protection of the Fort. -The distance was a little more than 
a mile. The brothers avoided the roadway. The Indians saw the. and fired a 
gun, the shot cutting the chincapin busnes near them but hal'llling neither. 
Crossing a l ittle stream that flows between the two localities, the elder bro
ther fell. RegAining his feet and looking round. to his surprise his little 
brother was not in sight. He was with him when the gun was fired and was not 
hurt , and that seems to be the last certainly known of this child. Of his 
death, or of his captivity among the Indians , nothing was ever heard. Like 
the disappearance of Ginevra of Modena , all that was ever known was the brief 
record that he was not . On the 1st day of Septellber, 1813, that young Kimbell 
boy passed strangely out from the knowledge of all the white dwellers of Clarke." 

Isham, reache<! the Fort but all the members of his family ... ·erc killed with the 
e~ception of his father who was away from h~~ on the day of the massacre, but 
who did not long survive but died at Fort Madison. 

Isham Kimbell's wife was Milrtha T. Carney who was born December 26, 1797 and 
died on June 2, 1853. She was t he daughter of another pioneer Clarke settler, 
Josiah Carney of Carney's Bluff below Jackson. Isham and Martha Kimbell are 
buried in Pine Crest Cemetery. Jackson , less t han a blod from their Home. 
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