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All buildingB on the property a r e one ator y except for the 
rB1U' half of t he Bouth wing of the f r ont (main) building 
which ha:l t.wa ataries. 

The a t ructure haa a convent ional f oundation aya t em 24 inchee 
above ext e r ior grade with foundat ion venttl approximately 5 
inche .. above exterior grade. 

The framing i t! rough- ,,,,wn wood nailed together. with load 
bearing par titiona. 

The "xt..eriar wall mat..arial ia brick veneer. The basic 
decal'ative elementa occur at t he f r ont entrance with a a t one 
arch engr a v ed with Thoma,",ville High School" (eee Exhibit I). 
There ia a brick and stone baaketweavB design over the 
double window1! on each sidB of the front. porch (aee Exhibit. 
2). The vent dver the h'unt porch ia t r immed wi th brick and 
atone (aee Exhibit 3). There Is a brick bll.sketweave patt e r n 
used uver the windowa on one bBY on each Bide of t he buildi.ng 
(se .. Exhiblt.s 4 and 5). 

There i8 8. amaH ent rance pOrch at t he front (o ee Exhibit 3). 
Ther e are alao covered porches on each side of the auditor-ium 
at the back of the building leadirlll to the near by wings (see 
Exhibits 6 and 7). 

There are eight b.,ys on the front o f the building (see 
Exhibit 8) and aeven on the :lide. 

The shape of the roof is a combination of hips and gables. 
It has shi.nOlle rooii",". with paint ed wood trim. Ther e is one 
chimney coming OUt of the boiler- room at the rear of t he 
structure. 

There is a double door at the main entrance . Each duor is "
six light over Bolid wood panel door with 11 half round arch 
t ransom above the pair of doors (eee Exhibit 9). 

On the front of the building there are 19 windows on the left 
and 19 windows on the right of t he f rcnt door (aee Exhibit 
8). Thes .. windows wer e duuble hung wood sash windows. but 
almost all cf the windows on Lhe ir-ont and the back have been 
r-eplaced w1th inexpensive aluminum wlndows. 

The interior doors are flve panel 
vandalism they are beyond r-epair- . 
S" rounded edge. 

doo r s. but because of 
The trim b tYPlcal \"' x 
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There are etairs leading to the lower level in the middle of 
the south wlna. The stsins are wood frame with closed 
at.ring. 

There are oellings and wainscoting of beaded board in all 
ciaallroolllll. t.he halla and the auditorium. There are eleo 
beame on the oeilins in the auditorium. The reet of the 
walle ere plester. a lot of whioh have been covered by 
paneling. There are transome between the claeeroolllll end the 
hallwaye. The wood flooring Ie oak. 

None of the od.inal lI,ahtlna: fixturea or hardware remain. 
There are individual spaoe heatera remsining. but they are 
not orijlinal. 

In 1963 a structure wae built on the north side of the main 
bulldini to provide for additional olessroomB. It. lola" later 
connected to the main bulldlna and was referred to aa the 
north wlna. It had aluminum window" and e flat roof. It waa 
reoently eeparated from the main building and Ie preeently 
beinjjl totally renovQted and will be used by the Gl t y of 
Thomasville aB a City Hall. When completed, It will re!lemble 
the main building. 

The fi~neral Bett.lnjjl Ie on e nice raleed hill in a rellidential 
area with nice trees and potential for great lendllOaping (eee 
E/l:hibl tfJ 10 end il). 

There are four outbuildings: (l) an eight-roolD c1aeeroom 
wee built In 1976. (2) a home economioa/ehop building which 
wae leter uaed for olaaerooms wal'> built in 1955. (3) a 
8YllU1aaium wafJ built in 1952. and (4) e two rooll! claasroolll wae 
built in 1950. All of the outbulldlng~ ere structurally 
I'>ound.. 
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In 1687 the Mobile Bnd West Alabama Railroad began makins 
plan!! to run Lhe r"ilroad t..hrough tht" area. So,"" 
prOFess!"" men and women moved to the area and beMan to 
build II new villase. 'Tholnd!lville' was chellen 515 the name of 
the town in honor of General Samuel Thomas who had been 
in .. trumental in bringing the railroad t;o the area. Oe"",ral 
ThOall!.!5 reciproeated by a:iving $500 for the building of IS 
echool. which wae a lot of money In thoee day,,_ Claasea were 
being t.a\lSht in a crude cabin at the time. A new achool. The 
ThomlS:'Jville Inetltute. wISe built end ready for oc<::up4n(ly It\ 

April. 1890 but it burned to the around befor e the firet 
claee w"''' tormflod. Undaunted. the citizene rebuilt the 
echoolhou .. e and The 'fhoma .. vllle Public School opened Ite 
doore in September. 1890. Thi:'J echool aerved the whlt.e 
oltizens of TholllAsvHle for nearly 40 year9 unt il it was 
rep\llCed with a new echool in 1929, the echool which i.e tM 
8ubject of thia application. 

In August of 1927. all arrangementa had been completed for 
the financing of the Thol!l8svllle Hi8h School for the Cit-y of 
Thomasville, Alabama. Sealed propoaale were to be received 
for the construction of a building uaina the 10-I-B etete 
plan. Lace! contractor Ashland Splnke wae awarded the bid on 
the project. and in October of that year excavation of the 
alte beaan. On Monday, January B. 1929, claseee beaan In 
the newly ccmpleted $50.000 building. There were 17 stud-enlOe 
in th .. first &r'",duating ol",ee. The next year the 40 year old 
whit.. frame gr",JNnar &chool buHdina bu.nled to the a:round ao 
room wae IIWIde in the new school to hou" .. the element..e.ry 
a:radee "'\50, 

EnrollnlBnt increaeed i5!ld the c"'mpUe expanded. The black 
clthene in Thomaeville were eel'ved by '" "ep",rate achoo}, 
until the l",te 1980's when t he public echools were integr",ted 
and the Tholllaavilie &Chool eep",r",ted from the County school 
eyetem. Black", and whites attended public ec:hool to.ether in 
tMa "chool a.nd when the cempue finally beceme full in 1971. 
.Il'"",des 7 throUBh l:t IIIOved to a new hilt> ftChool, leavl.na thi" 
IIchool with just the elementary a:radee. 

Approximately 20 year" later becauae of termite ciamase, 
flooding. problema i5!ld the need for more claseroom"" '" new 
element",ry echool wa:'J built and in JenulI.ry 1991 the hallowed 
hall" of the old echool were silent.. 
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In recent. yeara t.he need fo .. I!l1l auditorium in TholD8.avUle has 
become ve .. y apparent to the citizens of the a .. ea. In June, 
1991 the Tholll4svlUe City Board of Education tran .. ferred the 
owne .. "hip of the old achool property to the City of 
ThomasvUle. and a committee waa fanned .... po .. tin& to the City 
CouncU for the purpoae of ove .. eeeing the use of the facility 
and. for inveatisating the poaelbUty of ueing the facUity ae 
a Civic Center which would Include an auditorium. 

This achool has t .... mendoua aignificance and. sentimental value 
to the residents In and ",round Thomaeville 11 .. well lIa to ita 
graduat.ea acattered &round the country. These people h&ve 
v ..... y strona:. nostala:lc feeling .. fa .. the old .. chool and want 
desparately to see It !!laved In a .. close to ita origifJlI1 
condition &e po .. eible. Thonlasville is not old in comparieon 
to many of the historical cities of our atate, but It ie 
typical of many IlIn&11 rur&l cOlnlllunltias that began when the 
.. allroa.d came to the town. 

Although we are sure there are many. many stor i ... e t hat could 
be t.old about events tha t occurre d in this o ld building. 
there are at least four event a o f hi .. t o .. ical .. ignificance 
durinS the e.dminietration or the second Principal. Mr. George 
A. Harris . th&t ehould be recor ded. Ae told by h\.s daughter. 
Virginia Griffin. these are: 

In the early 1930'8, the generally accepted form of 
entel·tainment did not include dancing or playing caroe . 
In fact, moet Thom8/1v\lle people believed that anyone 
who partook of th~ee ""In,," would £0 to that hot place 
.. ather than the promised land. Mr. Ha .... ia beHeved 
stronsly In hill achool however. and wa .. alW&YII r&isins 
IIIOney to provide for its needs. He and the people who 
packed the auditorium one evening app .... ently .. hdted the 
wrath of God to ralae IIIOney by having a dance. It was the 
fi .. st public ballroom dance to be held in the "," ea. and 
a etudent oreh~str8 provided the mueic. The report is 
that evidently the need" of the school childr en ceueed God 
to look t.he ot.her way end the dance ,.,a .. highly eucceesful. 

!.ater On. in about 1933 or 1934. when Mr. H",rris ma.de one 
of his usual trIps to town to pick up the mail. he saw a 
distinguished looking gentleman to whom he Introduced 
himaelL In the eneuirlQ; conversation Hr. Ha.r rie learned 
that It w&s Dr. George Waehlnston Carver. who wae p&aein& 
throua:h town. Seizing the day. Hr. Harrill invited Dr. 
Ca. .. ver to adclresll the 'I'hOlll<"l8vUle students. and at 8. 
hastily oalled meeting of the student body. Dr. Carver 
addre"eed them from the old IIt!!ge in t he auditorium. 
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Also in the same time period, Tony Sarge and his world 
renowned marionettes were stranded in Thom"sville when 
their bUB broke down. Hr. Harrll!!, never one to miaa an 
opportunity. invited and convinced Tony Sarge and his 
group to put on a performance for the studentB. While the 
bUB was being repaired, the students thoroughly enjoyed 
performance!! of Hansel and Gretel and of Faust is. 

A few years later, Hr. Harris happened to learn that 
Helen Keller was passins through town. and he 
was able to get her to corn", to th", Bchool and talk to the 
s t udents. 

The building is the typioal architectural style of the 
1920·s, which we have found difficult to deacribe aa any 
certain atyle of architecture, but it Is a handsome, atur-dy 
structure. We have diligently tried to find out who the 
architect waa that designed it under state plan 10-J-B whioh 
wss apparently available to many COlIl!!lunlties, but we have not 
been able t o get thiB information. It was interesting (and 
yet horrifying) to many of us who have been working on t his 
project to view the t;elev!sed reports awhile back showing the 
fire engulfing the Harbury High School in Prattville. We 
watched in amll.zeDlent as from what we were able to see, their 
school was identical to ours In every detaiL 

The committee previously appointed by t;he city has now become 
the Thomasville Civic Center Foundation, It hae received t= 
exempt. st.atus, It haa signed a long term (99 year) lea6e of 
the main building from the City, and it ia in the prOCeS!! of 
beginning an all-out effort to restore the old school for use 
a6 a Civic Center for the citizens of the City o f Thomasville 
and the surround ins area. 

The primary Industry In this area ia wood producta. and there 
are approximately five large pulp and paper mills in " 50 
mile radius. The majority of the people in this area work 
either at t.hese mills and In buaine6eee providing aoods end 
servicee to these mitis. or in numerouS other wood product 
operations. There is also farming, apparel factories, and 
other amall busine6ses. The retail trade area ie considered 
to be a 30 mile radius with approximately 35,000 people. 
Walmart built. a store here several years ago and the day the 
doors opened Hr. Walton and o thera noted th"t they did not 
build a large enough atore aa it became obvioua Thomasville 
draws more people than they anticipated. (Walmart is now in 
the process of building one of their super storee here.) 
This Ie not a wealthy area. but it Is filled with 
hard-working induatrioue people. The churches are very 
active and the crime rate is low. We heve one movie theater 
that ehows film" on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. We 
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have good $chools. Our one major drawback i~ that we hava 
very litt.le in t.he weI' of artil~tic and cult.ural progrlllll~ and 
actlvlt.ies. All the major cities which could provide 
t.ha~e programe are at. leaet 100 mllell away which makes it 
pretty much prohibitive to most of our ci.tizens. 
Consequent.ly thie ie a need we intend to fill with thle Civic 
Cent.er. 

It is the Intention of the Civic Center Foundation to 
pr-eeerve the lIt.ructure In ita original lItate In every way 
poeelble. The aluminulII windowe wHI be replaced with double 
huns wood eaeh wlndowe 11ke the or!JIlnal windowlI. The beaded 
board wUI be retained wherever poeelble. The panelina the.t 
wae added In SOIne locationll wlU be removed. The beams on 
the celUns In the auditorl.UJIl will be r-etained. The wood 
flooring will be eatlded and refinished. The north wln& is 
once IIlOre beinJI: eeparated from the main IItructure. In 
addition, thill north wins \.15 beIng ch~ed where pollllible to 
more oloeely r-ellemble the original main building (hip roof. 
etc.) and th~ City ie planning to u~e this building for a new 
City Hall. The cefeterle that Wa6 on the lower level of the 
rear of the lIIouth wina will be Improved and become a lovely 
reception hall avallable to area residents and groUps for 
dinner, banquete, receptions, etc. 

The only el.gnlf1ce.nt propeeed deelgn change IZ'l in the 
auditorium which wae e typical meetin&-room type echool 
auditorium of that vlnt.age. the plane are to remove the 
preeent stage to provide for more eeating, to build a new 
etage in back of t.he present one, to inetall a emaH 
orcheetra pit, to incllne the floor for comfortable theater 
"eatins, end to lnatall appropriate accoue.tical and 1ightinJI: 
sye.tenle. The reeult will be e flret cla6s theater/auditorium 
for thle area where local talent will be challensed to excel 
(and we have a lot of local talent), as well a6 to provld .. 
the facUity required to ettract wurins productlone in the 
performing erte whenever poe-sible. 

Some of the claesr'OolllS will be ueed for dance claeeee, 
aeroblce, art ciaeeea, etc. Othere will be furnlehed 
taetefully by local Civic Organizatlone who will use them for 
their meetings and activities, but when unoccupied by the 
organb:atlone the roome will be aveilable for '.lee by others. 
We intend to use the helle and the lobby for exhlbitina art 
work and for showings of the work of local artlets and 
others. 

Thie structurs hall already begun to deteriorate, and thsre 
have been at least three inetancell of vandal1am. There ere 
not many buildings in the aree that have hiBtorlcal 
B;gniIicance. If preaervatlon of the old school Ie not 
accompllehed, It Is apparent that thill area will 101315 itll 
moet outetandinJI: historic etructure. 



B. Major Bibliographical References 

Dana Durm, Editor of the Thomasville Times resea!"Ched mOllt of 
the historiai data from the newapaper filea. Additional 
historical information may be found in the ··Thomasvl.lle 
Centermiel: 1888-1988 - Yesterday"s Memories ... Tomorrow·" 
Dr.!!lII",,· brochure and in the "New Beginnings" brochure 
published by the Thomasville Chamber of Commerce in 1992, 
copies of which are enclosed. Conversation", were held with 
many. many local resident", over the past several months. 
Tho",e contributing specific information were Virginia 
Griffin, Francis Nichola, and the 8taff of the Thomaaville 
City School System. 

9. Geographical Data 
J\c ,u~. 01 nom'no ted p'CCe.,y 

Quad",ngte nom e 

The center front of the building ",Its 246.5 feet from Adams 
Avenue on the north, 209.5 feet from Washington Avenue on the 
south, and 210 feet from West Front St reet on the east. This 
information together with the dimensions of the building 
follow, as well all a copy of the deed which covers the entire 
property conveyed to the City of Thomasville by the 
'l'homa8ville Board of Education. 
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