
Sf ATE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL C<»!ISSICN 
725 ~lJNROE SfREET 

M:lNTGCMERY, A1A1WIA 36130 
PfKlNE: 832 -6621 

ALABAMA INVENTORY AND IIORKSHEET FOR LANIMARKS 

CClMl'Y Cl.y 

PRESmf IWIE --=::G"'eyL.:;Ho"'m"'o'-_______ HISTORIC IWIE --O!G"'oy'--"Ho"me= ________ _ 

LOCATION (Street and number) _-"Hi:Jg>!h!!"~.yL9~N'_"""rt"'h"_ ________________ _ 

TOWN (Give directions if rural) Ashland (Within City Limits) 

PRESmf USE Residenco HISTORIC USE ____________ _ 

OWNERSHIP: Public () Private (X) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

OWNER'S IWIE _~I{,.=t"'hryn="-'G"'""'y~Ro!l!l.!be=rt""'_. _________________ _ 

~ILING ADDRESS -'P-'-, -'O"','-"Bo"'x'--"S ... 5 __________________ _ 

Ashlend . Aleb~me 36251 

CONDITICN: Execllent (X) Good ( ) Fair () Ruins ( ) 

INrEGRITY: Original Site (X) /.Dved () When? -----------------------
Fron where? _________ Give details in significance. 

THREATS: No (X) Yes () By What? _________________ _ 

RESTORATION IIORJ(: Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed (X) Not plame' • 

&JRRUJNDING ENVIRO/oMENf: Open land ( ) Woodland () Scattered buildings ( ) 
High building density () Commercial () Industrial ( ) 
Residential (X) Rural ( ) 

If there are numerous buildings in the area, could this structure be part of a 
Historic District? No 

SIGNIFIC'.AOCE: Why is this important (X) associated with events, persons, or movernen ... s 
Local (X) State ( ) National ( ) 

(X) a good example of a type or style of structure 
e ) other 

Explain: (Expand on the significance of the building. If architecturally Significant, 
give details being very specific. Additional data on what aspects of the 
community's development the building represents, or a specific event, trend 
or person related to the building's tmportance.) 
The Gay Home is e two-story Greek Reviv~l style house pnd W~8 completed in 
1914. The origine1 feeturea include wells of n~tive red brick, varying in 
thickness from 11 inches to 15 inches, with interior w~lls being plBster 
over brick; eight fireplacesJ end floors pnd ceilings of t ongue ~nd gr~oved 
heflrt pine . 



Date of Construction: 1914 
Builder or Architect: (Give names and biographies, if known) 

Hempt~n Ad~ir. Mr. Ad ~ ir ~s A loc~l cnntrpct~r who constructed ~ny homes pnd 
buildings 1n the ~rep . 

Original Owner: (Give name and biographies--attach additional sheet if necessary) 

The origin~l entry 1n the ebstr~ct 1s deted 12-5-1859. The p~perty passed 
througb sever!:'l "were during the ensuing yepre. In 1908, Willipm J. Browing, Jr. 
purchesed eight pcres 1f Ipnd, p pert af the or iginpl grpnt. 

The h~use which occupiep the pre~ now wpe c , mp1eted in 1914. In 1922, the 
prnperty pnd house wee purch~sed hy Dr . ~nd }~~ . J . S. OPy. It is n"w owned by their 
d~ughter, K~thryn GAy R~bert6 . 

Subsequent Owners (Give name and biographies) 
Dr. and Mrs. Oay plRyed en imp1rt(lnt role in serving their t own end county in 

church, civi e, end sch~~l ectivities . 
Dr . Oey wes s gener p1 prpcticioner ~nd surgeon in Cley C"unty fr~m 1908 until 

1948. Mrs. G~y wee one of the epr ly school teechers in the county, PS ves her mother, 
Mrs. H1rbm Evens . 

State sources of information, g1V1ng full bibliographical data: 

Deed bo"ks; member s 0f the Browning f~m11YJ The Ashlpnd Progre~B (locpl news
peper); 11r. Guy Gibson, ~ contemporEry ~f Mr . Browning; Mprian Street, vh~ WPs p 

young b")y fit thet time pnd ",ssisted tbe br i ck I!lPson 1:-y cPrrying the mortar mix. 
Description of und c",n be found in Deed Rec" rd 68 ~t pege A1J9 , Cl,.y County 

Court House , Aehlf"nd, Al",be.lllP 36251 

SECTION III: DESCRIPTION (IIi each catagory please state if elements are not original) 
YCU r.usr PROVIDE US IVIlli PHOTOGRAPHS OF TIlE SfRUCIURE, SIOVI!'.G FRom, SIDE, REAR 
AND l'UfABLE DETAILS. 

MJrnber of stories, __ -"2=--________ Foundation --"Br"""i c"k"-____________ _ 

Basement Crewl sppce only InteTior framing or structural system Lopd-



Exterior wall materia l and design: (Note changes fran one floor or wing to another) 

pnd 

out 

The brick wor k i8 l~id out in 6 courses of str etcbmBand one oourse ~f he~ders 
stretchers . This ppttern i8 ~epe~ted from ground level to the roof pr ep . 

The brick have p rust-red color pnd vere ~de at a loc~l trick yerd, which went 
of business in the apr ly 1920's. 

Roof type and covering : Hipped roof mede of slBte . 

Roof Trim: (Cornices , vergeboaro, brackets, etc.) 

Vergeboard 

Chimneys: (Give number, location, and material) 

Twr:> chimneys - providing fluelS for 4 firepl~cer ,," the f i rEt flo r pnd I, f i r e
plpces on the sec~nd floor 

Porches: Front (type and description) -=*-2Se!!CeLl"!.!t"to!!"£ch!!e!lJdL _______________ _ 

Rear (type and description) ____________________ _ 

Side (type and description) ____________________ _ 

, 
Doors: Main entrance (l ocation , description) 

Other entrances: (location, description) 

Windows : (Give types, number for each floor of facade, describe trim) 

(Give types, number per f loor for rear and sides) 

IllI'ERIOR FFAlURES 
Mantels: ~rJ location, and description): 

Describe interior wi.ndow and door trim: 

Stairways (types, locations and features) 



• SEE ATTACHED 

Wall and ceiling finish: (Include wainscotting, plasterwork, cornices, etc . ) 

Flooring: Notable hardware: ____________ _ 

General setting and orientation: 

Oltbuildings: 

Give all alterations and additions: (Be specific , give date of change and original 
appearance when known) 

Make a sketch of the floor plan of the building, showing dimensions, related' structures, 
and additions. Also give north arrow and indicate front of the structure. 

Form prepared by _--'K"'.:.:t:::hryn::..;.:::....:;G"'.:;..y..:lIo=ba=rt:::s'-___________ Date _______ _ 

Address P. O. Box 85 Phone (205) 351,-4019 

Town Ashland, Alebl'llle 36251 ** 
Organization _-1Pr!1iv~"~t~e~ ________________________________________________ _ 

** Second Home Address - 1022 B~rber6 Street 
Tyler, Tens 75701 

" " 

Phone- 214- 593-9507 
. . . , ~ ....... " .-. ... _ ., " .... ' . ' ... . ' .~. " 



, 

PORCHES : Front Por ch : Quprry tile ver endph (44' Xl2 ' ) suppor ted by 4 Iprge f l uted 
dor ic col umns And 2 f l uted pilpster s . The roof t r im 1f the portice con
sists of dentils pnd modillions with wory den decor ptive bennister surrryund
ing the ro~f line . 

DOORS : 

Hepr Por ch : Encl~ sed br i ck ~nd quPrT,y ti l e p, rch with theTmPl 
The wel l with freeFtone w~ter (still in use) hps plwpys been p 

this pr ep . The demensions f~r the per ch ~re PPPr1ximptely 30' 
with projection for wel l cistern. 

• windows . 
ppr t ,.,f 
X 12', 

}~in Entr pnce : The door to the mpin entrpnce consists of gl~ss ppnel s 
with decor ptive v'~d m, uldings pnd d,or - l ength ppneled side- l i ghts . A 
segment ... l erick PTeh is 'wer the mpin entrpnce d',""> T "nd side- lights . 

The d?or to the r ePT entr pnce consists i f r fised ppnels with beveled , tex
tured glpss in upper h~lf . 

On the second flo~r ther e is p d~'r opening ont~ the por tico which c?n
sists of dec~rptive wry ~d ~rk with pn etched scene ~n gl ess in the upper 
hplf of the door. 

Kitchen Entr pnce : The door to the kitchen 1s c~nstructed of hepr t pine 
with five (5) bevel ed p~nels . A segmentel pr ch is over the dJor. 

tf.n[DQWS : S~uth Fp cede : The 4 vindows consists of 12 over 1 with segmentrl brick 
er ch. Non-functionpl shutter s hrng pt epch vindov. 

Eest Fpcpde : The 6 w1nd,ws consists of 12 ~ver 1 . Four ?f t he windows r r e 
ppired to e~ch story. The fi r st fl~~r (diningr,om) bps e single segmentpl 
pr cb over the pair , "'hi l e the second floor hps p double prch over the win
dows . Shutter s pr e hpnging on epch side , f the windows . 

West Fpcede : The 4 wi~d?ws hpve 12 over 1 with segment~l ~ric~ Fr ch pnd 
shutter s pt epch window. 

Nor th FpcPde : 1 lpr ge vind~w, 12 over 1 with 2 s~l1 wind, ws ppproximpte
ly 3' X 2' r epepting the ppttern of the other windows, 4 over 1 with seg
mentpl pr cb. 

MANTELS : Ther e pr e g mpntels lllPde i.iJf mphogany l!'nd of oak. The 5 bedT'n ma hFve 
mPntels RS does the music r'~m, s i tting r)~m, pnd dintngroom. Sever rl of 
the mPntels hpve beveled mir rors pnd rluted c?lumns, the ~ther h~ve decor-· 
ptive moulding, cprvings , pnd br pckets . 

INTERIOR WINDOW AND DOOR TRIM : Windows hpve little t r i m as they pr e reces~ed into 
the plpster ed rric~ wpll. 

The door s pr e heFr t pine vith five beveled ppnels . 

STAIRWAY : The stpirwey begins 
h8lf cir cle 1 end . 
Ther e pr e 17 t r eads 

in the entr~nce hell with the stpr ting step being ~ 

The hend r eil is o~k beginning with e l eft hpnd volute . 
pnd riser s . 

*Thernwl windows wer e instpl led in the lpte 1970 ' s to repl~ce window 
scr eens . N~ structurpl chpnge w~s mFde other thpn the i nstpllption 
of these windows . 



WALL AND CEILING FINISH : The interior vrlls pre plpster on br i ck vprying in 
thi ckness fI'l)m 11" to 1511 • 

FLOORING : 

The vpinscotting 
( ce11i~g) tn, rd . 
of the vp11s pnd 

in the hplls pnd pl nng the ~t~irvp11 pre tepded 
A1l 0f t he rooms heve p chpir reil f ?r pr?tecti;n 

furniture, pnd pi cture moulding . 

The ceilings pre t ongue pnd ~~ve heprt pine vprying in height from 
10 ' to 121 . 

The floor s er e tongue end groove heert pine pnd opk. 

NOTABLE HARDWARE : The door knobs throughout the house pre the or iginpl brflSB ones. 
The repr door hes pn exceptionp1ly fine hervy duty Cress key d?~r lock 
rn2nufp ctured by Ser gent Uni~n Lock Co . 

GENERAL SETTING AND ORIENTATION : 
The Gpy H?me is l ocpted on Highvpy 9 North fp cing south pnd is Ppprox
imetel y 2 bl~ cks f~m the c?urthouse squpre. 

Ther e is 
d'Jgw"l1d, 

fin estpblished pecpn gr; ve in the rapr . 
holly , pnd boxwond pre f ound throug~ut 

t·t,.gn'll if·s, crepe m.vrtler , 
the h ndscppe . 

On the west f pcpde is the plpyhouse (fpcing south) with or iginpl furn
ishings . 

ALTERATIONS : By the htter ppr t , f the 1920 's, the porches were deteri'1r pting pnd pn 
prchitect from Auburn , Alpb~m~ , wes consulted. His plpns ver e f~11owEd 
subsequentl y . The descri ptions cpn be found i n the section on porches . 

The originpl porch ~n the south recpde hed r ~;den plpnk floor with 
columns sppced ~t intervpls ~cr~ ss the veTpnd~h. 

The p'l r ch on the north fpcpde WPS pn 1pen type with P ~oden plenk 
flo0r pnd columns eupporting the roo£. 

ODTBUILDINGS i 1. 
2 . 
3. 
4. 
5. 

PIPyhouse 
Smokehouse 
Gprpge 
Servpnt ' s Quprters 
Woodshed pnd corn-crib 




