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Alabama Register 
Property- Information 

1. Name 

histone Midwa y School 

IndIOt common Midway School 

2. Location 

RECEIV ED 
fEB 15 1996 

AIo. Historical COlnm;, .. ; 
ft'dJ. e..d. .;}-/3 _ % 

ItrHt , numoer 290 7 East Mill Road ( N/S Clay Co . Road No. 4) 

crty'. town Hollins 

stlte Alabama 

3. Classification 
Cat •• o,., 
_dlltnct 
....x..... bUlld ln9t1t 
_ ,WCNt' 

_'ttl 

_OD" ct 

Own''''''!D 
y- PUDIIC 
_ ;mvate 
_ ~ot t\ 

Publ ic Acauisitlon 
_ In process 
_ =:1 .n9 con. toereo 

'1 iClnltv at 

county Clay 

StatuI 
......xOCCUO leG 
_ unOCCUOltO 

_ wor. In Qfog reu 
Accn.ibl, 

ves : restrlcte" 
X Y's: unrUlMct.o 
_ no 

're • ..,. U •• 
_ 'gntultur. 
_ commercial 
_ tduc.auonl. 
_ .nt.nl.nm,nt 
_government 
_ lnClusln" 
_military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Trustees of Midway Home Demonstration Club 

_museum 
_parw 

_ relig ious 
_ sc,enllfic 
_ tTansoorution 
....x... other: communi ty 

center 

street" numoe, c/o Ka r en Marab l :...: 112 1 1 th Ave , S , Secretary /Treasurer 

city. town Alexander Ci ty vic ln ltv 01 stat. Alabama 35010 

Ei. Please use s pace below to s ketch floor plan/site pI.o. 

See Attached Sketch and Diagram 



6. Description 

CondiliOft 
_ •• ceilent 

--'"--- , .. 
Ch.ck on. 

_ dlttnorlled -X- UIIIItIr.d 
_ rulnl _ ,tt.r" 
_UMIIPOled 

Cbecll. on. 
~ orl~ iMI . itl _m.... da'. __________ _ 

One room frame school house . A single story frame building 

with an open foundation . Exterior and interior made of wood 

frame. See attached pictures . 



7 . Significance 

Period 
_ prehilloric 
_14~I .. g9 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1899 

Are ••• f SI.niflcanc......checll ana J"..Ufy below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ .reheology-nistoric _ cons.rvation 

_ I.ndse.pe .rchitectur. _ r.t~lon 

_I... _ sclonco 
_ agriculture _ economics 
_ architecture ~ edUC.1Itlon 

_literature 
_military 

_1700-1799 _.rt _ .ngl"Hnng _ mUSIc 
_ 1100-1899 _ commerce _ .xpIOnitiorusenl.ment _ philosophy 
-lL 1900- _ communIcations _ Industry _ pol it lcs.government 

_ Invention 

Specific d.t.. October 1 91 7 

St ••• ment of SI,niflc .• nce fin one per.gr.phl 

_ sculpture 
_soclaU 

humanitari.n 
_the.tlft 
_ tI'IInlportatlon 
_ OlMr (Specify) 

L Croy 

See attached statemen t regarding the history and significance 

of Midway School House . The trustees and local community wish to 

preserve the structure by replacing the roof , painting the exterior and 

interior wa lls, and repairing broken windows and flooring. The goal 

is to restore the building without changing its floor plan or altering 

its 191 7 characteristics. 



8. Major Bibliographical References 

Records from Clay County Courthouse 
Records from the School Facilities Section, state of Alabama Board 

of Education 

9. Geographical Data 
Ac,..aqe of nomtnal.cl proGeny 2 acres 
au.orangle name Quaorangle scale 

Veraa. bounclary d •• Crlptlon ana justification 

10. Form Prepared By 

organization date 1-29-96 

street oS numoer 203 Hillside Dr te'.Dnone (205) 249-8889 

citvortown Sylacauga state '71, h ..... a am a 

1 1 please submit colo~ slides of the property with this fora • • 

12. Pl ease return ALABAMA REGISTER fo~ to: 

ALABAMA REGISTER COORDtHATOR 
ALAIAKA RISTOIUCAL COMMISSION 
468 SOl"I'll PERRY STREET 
lIOIITCOHEOY ALAMIIA 36130-0900 

.. 
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:? STATEMENT MI DWAY SCHOOL HOUSE 

• t ... L~. 

Bri ef His tory I 
A9cordlng ~to the best knowledge of older residents , the 

first organized scho~l 1n the communlty of Midway was a log 
school house located on the property of W. E. House , South of 
the road, almost dlrectly across the road from the present 
resldence of Mrs. J . A. House. This old log schoo l house was 
destroyed by fire in the year 1879 or 1880 . 

Another school house was constructed on the sl~e of the 
present bu1lding 1n about 1880 . It was a community project 
owned and operated by members of the c ommunity. There was 
no State or County partlcipation 1n the operation of the 
school or maintenance of the bu1lding . It s hould be noted 
here that a r egular Sunday Scho ol was organl zed and conducted 

"for several years prior to 1917 . Thi s building was destroyed 
t bY a ~ornado in 'February of 1917 • 

t';' - " -The present Midway School ' building was c onstF':1ct,ed 1n . 
191. _7~)"9--18 .""-" In order f'or the community -to recel're a!'lY State ) .... 
or county a1d 1n t he operation of the schoo l,- i t - ",as necessary ';" 
for t he building to be l ocated on a parcel of land of a il~l~um .
of two a c res . The two acres of land on which the present build
ing 1s located wa.s donated to the S tat e by J. ',", . House and S . B. 
Gillum a bout 1917 . J . W. House gave one acre on the West slde 
of th e half section line and S . B. Gillum gave cne acre on the 
East s i de of the half section line 1n Section 11, Townsh in 22 , 
nange 5 , Clay 'County , Alabama. , • 

I - . • ,. 

Operat i on of the ['JldNay Schoo l House, 
The Midway Schoo l pro p e rty was purchased fran; the S-tate 

of Alabama by the Trus tees of th e Mldway HOQe Demonstration 

, 

Club on July ;0 . ly41 . At that time the trustees were C. T . 
Glllum, J.A. House and Mrs . S . J. Carter. At the ti me of pur
chase , t he building wa s in very poor cond ition . A new roof 
was i nstal l ed almost i mmed iately after the property was purchased . 
This improvement was made possible by donation of labor and funds 
by members of the ~ommunlty . ' Funds were ob ta ined through a 
personal loan made by L. A. House 1n the amount of w)30 . 00 . '#J " 
These monies ~ere us ed to puro~~se roof deckins . shing l es . etc 
1n order to repa1r ) tne roof 'and -make other repairs. These 
monies were repaid to L.A . House from contr1but i ons by members 
of the community over a perlod of about three years. This lr.for
maticn was personally confirmed by L.A. House on November 20 , 
1970 . In add~tion to puptlng on a new roof , 'n ew steps were 
installed and other necessary repairs were made . All the labor 
was donated by members of the commun1ty wich a large part of 
the labor belng performed bY~, C . T . Gillum and L. A. Hot;se . 

During th e years slnce 1941 , th e bul1dlnei has been ... rell 
maintalned, . lt has been painted outside and inside as needed 
and other improvements have been made. I n August of i9 55 cne 
roof was badly t,jnDIb. [.ed by a hail storm and requlrl;:d a bout 
~257 . 00 to r epl.l. lr. A plano \</as pU )'chu~ed and s e ve rn] church 
pe w.:::: w(,: r-e uonat<:d by th (~ ~;ycamoL'e Methodls t Chul'cl: . Durin6 

, 

•• 

• • 
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the year of 1965. t he w1ndows were removed and repa1red. That 
i s , some of the window lights wh1ch had teen broken were replaced 
and all the window ligh ts were reglazed. The labor to acco~plish 
thi s work was donated by W, J. Neighbors , A. R. Mestre and J,O, House . 
The bu11ding was wired and electric1ty was connected during the 
yea r of 1969. 

Donations are r eceived r egularly to take care of necessary 
building maintenance and to pay insurance , power bdlls , etc . 
Plans are be ing made at the present time t o replace the outside 
doors and door caslngs . 

One of the Trustees , J.A. House , died 1n September 1951. 
In 1962 , the remaining two Trustees, C.T. Gi llum and t<lrs . S .J. 
Carter appointed J,O . House to replace t he deceased as Trustee . 

The activlt1es of , the Midway Home Demonstration Club has 
been carried on and i s be ing continued a s the Midway Co~munlty 
Club . 

I f The Midway Community Club 1s ac tlye with the follow1ng 
officers. .. - .I... I ... b fo 1 ) 

Mr. L.A. Hous e _______ President 
Rev . Floyd Ne1ghbors - _ - __ - V1ce P~es1dent 
I,US5 Velma carter _______ - Secretary and Treasur er 

The Insurance on t he building 1s made to the Midway Club 
House . The pOKer bill 1s made to t he Midway Club House, c/o 
M1ss Velma Carter , Secre tary and Treasurer. 

The Trustees , Mrs. S .J. Carte r a nd J.O. House , appo1nted 
A. B. r'lest re as Trustee to replace the deceased C. T. Gillum 

1n November of 19 70 . 

S1gned I . ,r. w J 9--, f..v/..&· 
Mrs . S .J. ' Ca rter 

1l O')'t> vU. 
JI. O. Ho us e 
v 

Wi tnessed I 

. ' . I ' "'-:--- , I 7/ ','-t, I ... · · ,~ ;. :. l . , I II 

, , , / 

Date . 

I 

..s-:. /:- -; I 

Date 

I 



• 
C) 

I -C) 

ru 
- v 

w 
(/) 

::J 
D 
:r: 
~ 
D 
D 
:r: 
U 
(/) 

1-1------ .0 - , lE2 ------1 

• 
C) 

I -(\J 
<Xl 
(\J 



<0 
;,
N 

13' 0' 

,t 1'4" 

b 

'" ~ 
Cloak 
Room 

b, 
i--

j 

-

1----:J 

N 
00 
~ 

'" '" N 

Ilf 

24' 5" 

T 

t I 

I 
23' 3" 

~ 

--l 
"1 

rJ1] 

Enclosed Chimney 
( 3' 6" Square ) 

C lass Room 

33' 0" 

51' 5 
, 

~ 

01 

'" 

13' 6" 

I (Ladder) '" 
Closet g-L 

~ 

I 

8'9" 

~ 

'" "l 
Cloak 
Room 

'" 
II I 

"1 

I I 

I 

I 

l 

~ 
"l 



I 
\ 

./ 



. . . . 

24' 6" 
I I 

I 
• -'" OJ .. -

I 

18' 2" 

.. 

T 

'" -
'" • 

(fl 
C1l 
Q) 

C1l 
a. 
() 
OJ' _. 
3 
::l 
C1l 
'< 

J 

,> •. jii "Z , 8 ~ 

r 

'" -a. '" a. a> 

'" • , 
~ .. 

,,9 ,~Z 



.. 
• 

SUMMARY 

MIDWAY SCHOOL 
2907 East Mill Road 

Hollins, Clay County , AL 

The Midway School is a one-story , frame, hipped roof structure 
which faces south on two acres of land in the rural Clay County 
community of Midway. Dating from 1917, it was one of the early 
school buildings constructed with State funds. The T-shaped plan 
features a large central classroom, flanked by small symmetrical 
entrance halls on the front and girls ' and boys ' cloak rooms at 
the rear. A smaller room extends to the rear of the central 
classroom, forming the leg of the "T" and providing a location 
for a stage. The plan has been documented as plan 2-C as 
furnished by the State Superintendent of Education. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The structure is eligible for listing on the Alabama Register 
under Criteria A and C, education and architecture . It reflects 
the trend in public education during the early twentieth century , 
whereby states assumed the responsibility of educating the 
populace. In Midway , this may be seen by the use of a specific 
state-furnished structural plan, state funding to match local 
efforts, and a state-supported teacher for the school . 
Architecturally, the structure depicts a building type common to 
this period, but rarely surviving to the present. That its 
structural condition and general setting have been maintained 
very close to their original appearance further enhances its 
eligibility for listing on the state register. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 
The Midway community derives its name from its location as a 
midway pOint between the communities of Hollins and Brownsville 
(approximately 4 miles in each direction) . During the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries , Midway experienced a period of 
prominence for its region, at one time boasting of a population 
of around 100 . 

Local residents believe the earliest school building to have been 
a log structure located almost directly across the road from the 
present structure which was destroyed by fire and replaced by a 
new building around 1900 or 1910. This was located on the 
present site and resulted from a community effort which received 
no state or county aid. It was also used as a church by an 
itinerant Methodist preacher, as well as for regular sunday 
school meetings by the congregation. This structure is 
documented in a deed dated September 3, 1910, which transferred 
one acre of property from J. W. House to the State of Alabama. 
It was this structure which was destroyed by a tornado on 
February 23 , 1917, as documented in a list of items necessary to 
rebuild the school submitted by J. W. House to the State of 
Alabama (Oct 27, 1917) . 
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The present structure dates from late 1917 and was constructed to 
replace the school which was destroyed by the 1917 tornado . 
State funding was secured by complying with a requirement that 
the school lot be at least two acres . To meet this requirement, 
S. B. Gillum transferred an acre of property to the State on 
October 17 , 1917, which joined the lot previously donated. 
Documents requesting state funding show that the state furnished 
1/3 of the building cost ($450.00), with 2/3 being furnished by 
the community ($900 . 00) . Documents from 1920 reveal the same 
ratio applied to purchasing equipment (desks) for the school 
($100 local funding and $50 state funding) . 

When the school reopened in 1918, it offerred six grades of 
education to approximately 25 pupils . During the 1930 ' s , it was 
replaced with a newer structure in the nearby Hollins community 
when schools from those two areas were consolidated . For many 
years after the 1930 ' s, the Midway school stood vacant and 
suffered increased deterioration. Finally, in 1941, it was 
purchased by the Midway Home Demonstration Club. Residents of 
the community donated labor and funds to repair and maintain the 
structure. This group has provided a valuable service to the 
community by maintaining the structure for use by various civic 
and religious groups. 

DESCRIPTION 
Today the structure remains very close to its original condition . 
A center gabled bell tower adorns the facade, and the original 
bell remains intact , though the tower has been enclosed. Major 
roof repairs were made in 1941 and again in 1955 . New steps were 
built in 1941 . In 1965 , the windows were regIa zed and some 
deteriorated sashes were replaced . Electricity was added in 
1969. On the interior, the two wood burning stoves located at 
the northeast corner of the large classroom and folding wooden 
doors between the two classroom areas have been removed (date 
unknown) . The vertical flush board interior wall covering, 
original flooring , and single-leaf five-vertical-panel doors all 
remain. Original desks have been stored in the attic. An 
original well is still located on the west side of the property. 
The road running in front of the school has been moved slightly 
closer to the structure. 

Plans are underway for a transfer of the property from the Home 
Demonstration Club , which is now inactive , to a local historic 
group currently being formed . 


