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SIA TE OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA HISfORlCAL Ca.MISSION 
72S mNROE STREET 

I-IlNTGCNERY , ALABAMA 36130 
PHONE : 832-6621 

ALABAMA INVENTORY AND l\URKSHEET FOR I.ANINARKS 

CUMIY _->C"'o"'f"f"'e"'e'-______ _ 

PRESENT NAME Fo l som Home HISfORlC NAME ___________ _ 

LCCATION (Street and ru.unber) 

TOWN (Give directions if rural) _ _ -=1"'8_m=i -=1"e"s--"'o"'u"t -"o"f-=:E,,1"'b"'a ____________ _ 

PRESl'Nl' USE _V:.;a"c::.a"n:.:.t=-_________ HISfORIC USE Residence 

OVi'IERSHIP: Public () Private ( X) Public acquisition being considered ( ) 

OWNER 'S NAME __ B::.o::.b"--F~o::._=.l::.so::.m~,_E::.x:.:.e::.c::.u~to::.r~o::.::.f_F~o::._=.l::.so=m=_E::.::.st=a::.=te=-______ __ 

HAILING ADDRESS _______________________________________________ _ 

El ba , Al a bama 

CCNDITION: Execllent () Good () Fair ( X') Ruins ( ) 

Th"TEGRITI: Original Si te (X) ~Ioved () W'nen? ___________________________ _ 

Fran where? _____ ____ Give details l.n significance. 

TIlREATS: No (X) Yes (l By What? Neg l ect , Vandalis m 
~~~~~~~-----------------

RESTORATION 1IURK: Being considered ( ) Underway ( ) Completed () Not planned (X 

SURRQJNDING F.NVIROl'MENT: Open land () Woodlorui ( ) Scattered buildings ( X ) 
High building density () Conmercial ( ) Industrial ( ) 
Residential () Rural ( X) 

If there are numerous buil dings in the area, could this structure be part of a 
Historic District? 

SIGNIFICA.'O, : nny is this important ( X) 

( ) 
( ) 

associated with event s, persons, or ITDVements 
Local () State ( X) Na tional ( ) 

a good eXJ.mPle of a type or style of structure 
other 

Explain: (Expand on the significance of the building . If architecturally signific~Lt , 
give det..'1ils being very specific. Additional data on '.~hat aspects of the 
(,OlTmunity' s development the buildir.g representc: ) nr ;'I s-r~ific r-'ve.r.t J trend 
or person related to the building's importance . ) 



FOLSOM HOME 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Folsom Home, a one story frame, rustic structure , 
located 18 miles outside of Elba, was the birthplace of the 
only Coffee Countian ever to be elected governor of Alabama. 
The house was the homestead of Joshua Marion Folsom and his 
wife, Eulala Dunnavant Folsom, parents of James Elisha Folsom. 
The house is reputted to be over one hundred years old . 

James Folsom , born on October 9, 1908 , was the youngest of 
seven children. He graduated from Elba High School in 1927 and 
entered the University of Alabama. He transferred to Howard 
College, now Sanford University, in Birmingham in 1919 but a big 
flood that year all but wiped out the fami ly farm . He returned 
home to help the family over the crisis . From 1919 to 1932 he 
was a merchant seaman, then in 1933, he returned to Alabama as 
director of the Works Progress Administration program in Gunters
ville. He served that program in Alabama and in Washington, D.C. 
until 1935. That year he made his first political race, an 
unsuccessful attempt a t a seat in Congress. In 1939 he moved 
his family and his insurance business from Elba to Cullman . 

It was in 1946 that Folsom swept to his first politi ca l 
victory . After another unsuccessful Congressional attempt and 
a try at the governor 's office , he was elected governor by the 
largest margin of victory ever given a gubernatorial candidate 
up to that point . 

Folsom is r eferred to as a populist, a politician able to 
get support from across the spectrum of the society, a crowd
pleaser, as concerned with what his constituents wanted to hear 
as with the real issues. His trademarks were the friendly call, 
"Ya'll Come," the mop and " suds" bucket with which he was going 
to clean up the Capitol, and a hillbilly band to entertain the 
crowds at his rallies . 

Folsom served two terms as Governor, 1947-1951, and 1955-
1959. During his administrations there were great imporvements 
made, particularily in highway construction , welfare programs, 
and education . 

The house , still owned by the family, is now in poor condition, 
but should be preserved as one of Coffee County's most historic 
landmarks. 



1 

.' 

OF Til E TOP hi slOrical sites In 
Counly is Ihis o ld home ... birlh . 

of James Eli s ha Folso m ... Gov. 
er no l'" o f Alabama 1947·51 and 1955.59. 
The house is in bad Sia l€! o f repair 
Ihough nOI 10 the stage of co llapse . 
,\ vie 'A' h -om th e rear is th e best spoke
sman for the condi t ion of the ' roo f. 

This wa s th e hurneS l ca d or.Jos hua Mar 
ion Fol s om and hi s \/o' ife. Eulala Dun 
navant Folsom: It is located nor th of 
Cl aude Tindol 's Siore and off Highway' 
S!. This property needs 10 be pre. 
served and deve loped as a coun ly l our. 
iSI attraction. Photo by Roy Shoffner.: 
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