
February 4, 2014 

Lee Ann Wofford 

Alabama Historical Commission 

468 S. Perry St 

Montgomery, AL 36130-0090 

Dear Mrs. Wofford : 

-

Mr. Billy Cotter recently spoke with you about nominations and has ask 

that this be sent to you on his behalf. Please see enclosed documents. 

Sincerely, 

Crystal Weatherington 

Administrative Assistant 

CENTURY 21 Regency Realty, Inc. 

531 Boll Weevil Cir 

Enterprise, AL 36330 

334.347.0048 x123 



ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS & HERITAGE 

NOMINATION FORM 

I. NAME OF PROPERTY 
Historic Name: Rawls Warehouse and Rawls Cotton Gin 

and' or Common Name: Sam. 

2. LOCATION 
Street & Numbel~ 201 Nor1l1 Main Street 

City': Enterp';'. 

State: Alabama County: Coffee D Zip: J6330 

Is tne property located within the city limits! 0Yes DNo 
Township: Range: Section: USGS Quad Map: 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
Category: 0Suilding(s) 

Ownership: DPublic 

Stans: DOccupied 

Public Acquisition: Din process 

Accessible: DNo 

o District DStructure OSite 

[lJPrivue DSoth 

[lJUnoccupied DWork In progress 

DBeing considered 

DYes: restricted lllYes: unrestricted 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

DObject 

Name: BCC. LLC II Telephone: (334) 347·2600 

Street & Number: 53 I Boll Weevil Circle 

City: enterprise 

Email: billy@billycotter.com 

D State: AL aZip: 363JO 

s. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 

D 

D 

.. 

Attach sketched floor plan. If the property includes more than one building, submit a site plan 

showing the locations, dotes of construction, and uses of the buildings. 

D 

D 

D 

D 

a 



6 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION See Instructions for more information . . 
Construction date: 1910 " Source: Historical Data ., 
Alteration date: 1959 Source: Historical Data 

Architect/Builder: Unknown Contractor: Unknown ~ 

Physical condition: 
I Poor Remaining historic fabric 1 High 

(Excellent. Good, Fair , Poor. Ruinous) (High. Medium, Low) 

No. of stories: 1 III 
Historic use of property: Cotton Gin and Building Supply, Commercial and Trade 

Current use of property: Vacant .. 
Architectural style category: Mixed Architectural style sub-category: Commercial Block ., 
Basic typology: Other Basic shape: Rectangu lar 

Basic floor plan: Open Historic Construction material(s): Briel<, beams, plaster 

Current exterior W!l11 Brick, Bloel< Roof finish material(s}: Asphan 
material(s) 

Main roof configuration: Foundation material: Concrete 

Porch type: 

Window type and materials: Meta l Casement ., 
Describe alterations: INew w indows ;tnd doors installed in 1959 

Number and type of all outbUildings: Covered drive in area between warellouse and cotton gin 
(if significant, fll( out sep;trate survey form) 

Exterior Architectural Description: 

The Rawts W;trehouse a.nd outdoor cotton gin occupy one comer, a block from the Boll Weevil Monument in downtown Enterprise. The building 
compliments the existing architectUre and is designed as a single lev@l, block building. The brick and block muerial is an orange. red color. The 
cotton gin behind the building is partially in ruins. but has a large ceiling height to allow for the equipment that was used when the gin was 
operational. It is also a brick exterior and appe4lrs to be all original materials . 

Description of Setting: 

The comer of the Main Street block is an eyecatcher in the middle of downtown Enterprise. The downtown as a whole has been experiencing 
aggressive revitalization in the past 5 years including new sidewalk pavers. new downtown lighting, and facade rehabs In numerous buildincs. Several 
local businesses. entrepreneurs. and investors have settled downtown further divef'$ifying the historic area. Since the renovations have be£un, 
downtown now wekomes more pedestrians. residents. and tourists who are coming to the area to stay and shop fo r a little while. Downtown 
Enterprise is easily accessIble from the Boll Weevil circle and is a popular route through the City. The area also hosu several famous festivals 
throughout the year including the internationally recognized World's Smallest Saint Patrick's Day Pan.de. Christmas Parade. Veterans Day Parade. 
Boll Weevil Fall Festival. Spring Festival. Ride to Recovery Boll Weevil lOOK, Fabulous Fourth Friday. and many others. 

2 



7. SIGNIFICANCE 
Criteria (check all that apply and explain below). See Instructions for more information. 

[{]Crlterion A: Associated with historical events and activitje~ relati.ng to the property that are important to the history of the 
community, state, or nation. 

DCriterion B: Person or group with whom the property is associated is important to the history of the community, state, or 
nation. 

DCriterion C: Type. period. or method of construction represents architectunl features that are signffiC3nt in the development 

of the community. state, or nation, 

DCriterion 0: Property has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in Alabama's history or prehistory 

(archaeological component). 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (check all that apply and explain below) 
Darcheology-prehistoric [{]community planning [{]lndustry Dreligion 
Darcheology-historic Oconservation Dlandscape arcnitecture Oscientific 

0agriculture Deducation Dlaw Dsculpture 
Darchitecture Dengineering Oliterature [ZJsociai history 
Dart Dexploration/settlement Dmllitary Dtheater 
{Z]commerce Dfunerary art Omusic Domer. _____ ___ __ _ 

DcommunicatK)Os Dhumanitarian Dpolitics/government 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
For each area of significance checked above, explain why this property is Important. Use additional sheets as necessary. 

See Attached 
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES Use 

attached sheets as necessdry 

9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Acreage 

of nominated property: 

Attoch a map showing the location of the property. 

10. Person Applying for Historic Register Designation 
Name: Billy Cotter 

Address: 531 Boll Weevil Circle 

City: Enterprise 

Telephone: 334-347-0048 

Email: billy@billycotter.com 

I I. PHOTOGRAPHS : 

State: AL Zip: 36330 

Images are essential to the review Process. They can be 4x6 co lor prints or digital images on a CDjDVD. All 
photographs wi ll become the property of the AHC and w ill no.t be returned. 

12. REMINDER: 

Along with this completed application, include attachments for Items 5, 9 and II and send them to : 

Alabama Historical Co mmission 

Attn: Lee Anne 

468 S. Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36 I 30-0900 
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Rawls Warehouse Historical Landmark Nomination May 2013 

Statements of Significance 

Chronological History of Property: 

The Rawl's Warehouse was constructed in 1925 and was originally built as a local 
hardware store, located just down from the heart of Enterprise, Alabama, the train 
depot. This area, already designated as a historical landmark, brought visitors and 
trade to the local area and the hardware store played a significant role in facilitating 
the development ofthe city's industry and agriculture. The building was originally 
owned by ........ and a detailed view of ownership is listed below: 

The warehouse remained in operation as a hardware store for the majority of its 
existence, despite the transfer of owners. The building itself has not been used as 
anything else, and currently sits vacant, only used occasionally to house community 
events during downtown festivals . 

The ruins of a cotton gin are found directly behind the building. The cotton gin was 
in operation from 1910-1925 and was strategically located near the railroad for 
ease of use when trading locally grown cotton. The structure, while dilapidated, 
remains relatively intact with original materials and equipment 

Agriculture 

Both structures played an important role in the city's agricultural heritage. The 
cotton gin helped prepare what was once considered the premier crop in the area. It 
wasn't until after the Mexican boll weevil migrated into the area around 1915 that 
farmers understood the need to diversify. The proximity of the gin to the center of 
commerce along the railroad and to the Rawl's Hotel allowed gin workers to get 
cotton transported quickly. It also gave locals a chance to "show off' the cotton crop 
they were so well known for. 

The Rawl's Warehouse was a frequent stop for farmers, along with transient buyers 
looking into purchasing the crops grown locally. Co-located with the cotton gin, the 
hardware store had visibility and a competitive advantage given the size of the block 
it occupied. The hardware stop was almost a necessary stop for businessmen and 
farmers looking for the supplies vital to their business. 

Commerce 

The cotton gin and Rawls Hardware Store were essential to commerce in the early 
1900's and the hardware store even into the turn of the century. The location alone 
was significant because of its proximity to the railroad, which serviced the whole 
southern United States. The store and gin are literally 2 blocks from the railroad, 
depot, and Rawl's Hotel. This area could be known as Enterprise's port of entry, the 
central location where all visitors entered and all locals conducted their business. 
Both structures were necessary for successful local commerce across city and state 



Rawls Warehouse Historical Landmark Nomination May 2013 

lines. The nature of the hardware store business alone echoes its importance in the 
community-a one stop shop for supply needs. Likewise, without the cotton 
processed through the cotton gin, there would be minimal local trade opportunities, 
as cotton was the most important crop during that time. 

Community Planning 

The Rawls Warehouse and Cotton Gin are symbols within the Enterprise community 
for several reasons: 

1) Most importantly because of their historical significance. As a property, the 
structures are icons in the community and a reminder of the Rawl's legacy, 
already recognized as important parts of our local and state history. In the 
early 1900's, the entire community was planned around the downtown and 
access to these facilities along with the transit system. Located anywhere else 
in the area, the commerce and community as a whole could have failed. The 
answer was to bring all of the working elements together to make a whole 
community work, and that's where these buildings came into play. 

2) For modern day purposes, the facilities also play an important role in the 
restoration and revitalization of Enterprises Downtown, the heartbeat of the 
City. Up and down Main Street, passersby will notice a refreshed downtown 
image, rooted in the preservation of existing buildings and access to new 
cultural experiences. On this block alone two other buildings have been 
restored to their original character and have brought in businesses that were 
previously located in more commercial areas of the city. Across the street 
and down Main Street, you'll find restaurants, law offices, doctor's offices, art 
studios, furniture stores, boutiques, and much more. Because of the size of 
this corner and the hardware store and cotton gin structures, restoring these 
buildings will provide an important anchor and link to completing the 
downtown restoration. 

Industry 

As a business, the Rawls Hardware Store's entire mission was about business and 
industry. This was the local stop for builders, developers, farmers, engineers, etc. It 
could be referred to as a catalyst or facilitator for the changes that brought big 
industry to the Enterprise area. Without the store, access to these materials could 
have been stifled. Given the longevity of the business, its obvious to see that the 
store remained a staple for the constant influx of new industry and business. 

The cotton gin in and of itself was its own industry and a compliment to the rich 
agricultural legacy. This structure housed the tangible product of a farmer's 
hardwork, and at the root of it all, was an example of how the local farmer was a 
vital link to the local business and economy. 



KITH &: KIN 
By 

Clayton G. Metcalf 

THE RAWLS FAMILY ENTERPRISES 

In the fall of IB96 Mr. Jesse Perry Rawls (known as J.P. Rawls) was sent to 
Enterprise by his uncle, "Captain" Japheth Rawls of Nansemond County, Virginia. to 
buy or lease pme timber for the production of turpentine. Captain Rawls was already 
In the turpentine business in South Georgia, where he had moved after the Civil War. 
During the- Civil War, ~aptain Rawls served in the Georgia Militia. His wife was 
ElIzabeth Cox, whom he married after the War. 

Jesse Perry (J.P.) Rawls married Margaret Elizabeth Jones in 1897 in Georgia. She 
. was a niece of Captain Rawls' wife, Elizabeth Cox. -

The turpentine business was normally good for only six or eight years, before more 
pine timber had to be found. This business required a large number of workers. First 
there were the overseers who supervised the field workers, some of whom blazed and 
boxed the trees so as to ca tch the resin as it drained. The resin was then collected 
and taken to the still where it was distilled into turpentine. Some of these workers 
came with the Rawls family from Georgia, for when the old stIlls were shut down, they 
were in need of another job. The transient workers were furnished small cabins in 
Which to live, and normally purchased their provisions at the company commissary. 

Captain Rawls and his wife were nol prIVileged to have children of their own, but 
reared some thirteen children .... family relatives •. ranging from nine months to eighteen 
years of age. J.P. Rawls, in addition to his turpentme responsibilities, was charged 
with building a home for Captain Rawls, before they came to Enterprise. The sit;' of 
this large home was at the Arlington Place, located on the Dothan Highway US 84 
about where it Intersects with the Enterprise Eastern By-Pass. This spacIous home 
can tained some 13 rooms. 

During the time that this house was being built, the railroad had not come Into· 
Enterprise, and the materials had to De Drought by wagon from Ozark. Once the Rawls 
home was finished, Captain Rawls, his wife, and the thirteen children became passen
gers on the first train that came 1Oto Enterprise in February of 1898. 

Captain Rawls and family lived at the Arlington Place until 1920 when he sold the 
place to Mr. V.O. Warren. In those days rain barrels were used to collect water for 
combating fires. In 1920 some sparks ignited some leaves oli the Rawls house and it 
burned. After selling the home place Captain Rawls moved In with the J.P. Rawls 
family at 301 College Street. -

J.P. Rawls owned and operated a variety mill about where the Gulf Oil Bulk Plant 
is located. He was active in drilling the first artesian water well in Enterprise, and 
built the first electric "ower plant in Enterprise. From 1910-1912 he engaged 10 the 
saw-mill busiriess at Boggy Bayou (Niceville), Florida. When he returned to Enterprise 
he put 10 a cotton gin and warehouse on the N W corner of West Lee and North Main 
Streets ••. the present location of Rawls Warehouse Company. He later added a coal 
dealership and building matenals. 

There was a small brick hotel (Enterprise Hotel-built by Mr. Japheth Rawls in 1903 
on South MalO (then Carmichael) Street which J.P. Rawls remodeled as the Rawls Hotel 
in 1928. The front faced the railroad depot, so that visitors coming in on the train 
could go right into the hotel. The ownership of this hotel remained in the Rawls family 
until 1978 when it was sold to Mr. Hayden Pursley. Although it IS not now operated as 
a hotel, it houses a number of businesses and office~ 

KITH &; KIN, Metcalf Enterprises, 408 N. Rawls St., Enterprise, Ala-36330 (No 146) 



1913-1943 J.P. Rawls (Jesse Perry Rawls) 

1943-1951 Margaret E Rawls, a widow 

1951-1978 J.E. Rawls (Japheth Elisha Rawls) 

1978-2006 William H Thead, III, a married person; Mary Thead Thorpe, a married person; 

David Rawls Thead, a single person; and Virginia Rawls Beckwith, a married 

person. 

2006-2011 Ronnie Gilley Properties, llC 

20ll-Present BCC, lLC 


