
!. Name 
bisloric Howtll and Graves Junior Higb School 
and/or cpmmon Muscle Shoals Board pfEducalion 

2. I.ocatio!! 
sireel & number 3300 Wjlson Dam Road 
city IOwn MUscle Sboals 
sUle Alabama 

3. C lass ification 
ClttgQry 
_ distria 
_K_ooilding(s) 
_ s.lNCtUre 
_ sile 
_ objcct 

O ..... ncrship 
_K_public 
-prillate 
_ "<Hh 
Public Acquisition 

in process 
_ being considered 

4. OWller or Property 
name Muscle Sboals Board ofEducatjon 
slrcet & number )300 Wilson Dam Road 
cily 'pwn MUscle Shoals 

••. yjcinityof 
counlV Colbert 

Sll luS 
_x_occupied 
_ uBOW.lpied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
--yes: restricted 
--yes: unreStriCted 
_ 00 

_vicinity of 

ZIp 3566! 

Pnun t Use 
_ agriculture - museum 
_ commercial ---""k 
_x_educational -prillate residence 
_enlertainmenl _religious 
---.&ovemment _ scientific 
_ industrial _ transportation 
_military _ other: 

Phone number 205·389·2600 

ZIp 35661 

5. floor )1130 & s ite plan. Usc 'pact; belpwtp skelch Door plan and silc plan pranacb additjonal sheet 
Anached 



6 . D cst [iut ion (See .njldpl imlructiom few specif" suidelinrs ) 

Condi lion 
excellenl 

_11....&000 
fair 

deteriOf1lled 
nlLns 

_untxposed 

Check ont 
unaltered 

_1t_allered 

Checkont 
_x_original site 

rnovro dale _______ _ 

J)t5Cribt Ihe prestnl a nd origin 'll (if known) phys ical a ppeara nce. 

Daling from 1927, the Howell and Graves Junior High School is a 3-bay, 2-story brick structure depicting the 
Iacobethan style which was popular in early-20th century school archilecture. Elements orthe style include the 
brick exterior fabric, decorative stonework (quoins, comice, water table, window surrounds, and projecting 
cenlcr bay), brick parapet, large window bays, and decorllivt brick and stone inlay paUems. The upper portion 
orlhe crenellated parapet was femoVed in recent years due to decay, though the decorative StOne centerpiece has 
been incorporated into a bri<:k sign located in the front yard. The building is constructed on a rectangular plan, 
with a T·sllaped lIallway and a rear projecting auditorium. Originally, the plan incluMd a centraUy located office, 
auditorium and fOUf classrooms on the first noor, with five additional classrooms above. A full basement 
provided a spacious utility area. Though some orthe classrooms hllvc been divided into smaller areas, the 
primary interior SpiCes are still evident. 

Facing eut, the Howell and Graves School is located in the southwestern edge of Muscle Shoals in a 
neighborhood which evolved during the early 20th century, mosl notably after the incorporation orthe 
community in 192). It is bounded on the east by Wilson Dam Road. on the no rth by Monroe Avenue, on Ihe 
south by Kimberly Avenue, and on Ihe west by I rear parking lot. The setting encompasses a city block and 
consists of spars.e landscaping and original sidewalks and lighting. Severa! houses dating from the 1920$ remain 
in the vicinity and give the neighborhood a notable early-20!h century architectural flavor 

The building has undergone several reno\'ations over the years, inclUding the removal orlhe upper ponion of the 
parapet, Ihe replacement oforiginaJ window sashes with gIas.s bricks, Iht covering of interior plaster ",,-ails ""~th 
sheetrock, the covering of the wood floors with tile and carpet, the installation oflcousticaltile ceilings, and Ihe 
addition of seven! interio.- walls. (See "Brief History of Muscle Shoals School System, 1956-1974" for a 
detailed discussion ofrenovation projc:cts). The building is currently occupied by the Muscle Shoals Board of 
Education offices. 



7. S ign jnca nce ISec alll!Cbed. inslrudjoos f<v sp«ifjc ~)!Kkli!lC';5 ) 

Arul of Significance-Check and just ify below 
_archeology-prehi _c:ornmunily pI."ning _ landscape ardlitectura 
_.,cheoIogy-histor __ rvalb1 _"w 
_ltIIrQllture __ _literature 

_~_.n;hitecture _x_eduealb1 _"""'" 
_'" _angir'leemg music 
_rommerce _txplofalion/lelllamanl ---Philosophy 
_o;ommunicaoons _InduS!!,), ---POlilicsJgovernman! 

Specific da tes 1927 BU;hl rrlAu hjtcr t !!wl FWwCg 100 
Sta tement of 5 ig" ifiunce (in one paragl1lllh). 

_religion 
_.ounce 
_S(:ulplure 
_toc:iall 

humanaarian 
_IhUler 
_olher (specify) 

The Howell and Graves Junior High School is eligible for ~5l ing on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and 
Heritage under cOlena A and C, in the areas of education and architee!ure. Possessing both notable architee!ural 
design and monumental scale. the $Chool renee!S the prevailing early-20th century idealism in public education. 
II furthermore depicts the gCflCfilI prosperity and population growth brought about by the construction of Wilson 
Dam and the industrial development oflhe Tennessee River during the previous decade. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY; 

Dating from 1927, the Howell and Graves Junior High School was constructed to meeltlle needs of a growing 
population. Discussions began in the spring of 1927 regarding the location of a $Chaol in the tlowell and Graves 
Subdivision of Muscle Shoals. Mr. A.L. Howell of the Howell and Graves Really Company proposed that a 
S6O,000 building be erected in the newly developed neighborhood on a 101 which would be deeded to the State 
of Alabama by the Howell & Graves Realty Company in relum for a deed to the old sellonl site, the Cross Roads 
School. In addilion, Howell & Graves pledged $20,000 toward construction ofllle new school. (Records 
indicate that the Cross Roads School was accepted by the Colbel1 County Board of Education as a gift for the 
Negroes) . Bids fOf" the new school were taken in August, 1927, according \0 plans specified by Hany J. Frahn of 
Frahn Architee!. Inc. The construction contract was awarded to Hurd and Company ofSbeffield By the 
following summer. COIl$IfUclion was completed."d the $Chonl was ready for use in the 1928-29 term. The 
Colben COUnty Board of Education IrTIUlged for a program or teacher training with the Rorence State Teaclters 
College (now the University of North Alabama). A primary and secondary curriculum was offered, with 246 
student. enrolled in grades 1-9 by 1930 and 224 enrolled in grades 1-10 by 1931 . As the MU$Cle Shoals area 
continued to grow, the Howell and Graves Scllonl in 1958 became a part of the new Muscle Shoals Board of 
Education system. Under its diree!ion, Howell and Graves has served as II middle school, an elementary school, 
and finally as the cily Board ofEducalion office. 
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8. Major Bibliographical References 
Bradford. Debbie. 

9. Geographical Para 

Acreage OfllQmiD:,=,,:p~ro:":":Y~=':,,::';~'Y~b:'"OC"k,==== 
QuadrangJe name 

Enclose map showing location of property. (city or county map. state highway department map. or USGS map) 
Attached 

10. form Prepared By Sally Moore (AHC) and _____________ _ 

oamcl!itle Debbie Bradford 
organization Cjty of Muscle Shools 
Slreet & number PO Bo" 2624 

date June 19 1997 
u:lepbone 205.386-9202 Or 3&1·5675 

city or town Mllscle Shoals .ta!~ AI zip 35662 
Home address: Debbie Bradford. )07 Lonnie Drive, Muscle Shoals, AL 35661(205·383·9450) 

11 . Please submit color slides of the Uroperty with this form. 

Colo!- slides are essential 10 the review process. 

12. Please return ALABAMA REGISTER form and documentatiOn tOj 

Alabama Register Coordinator 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 



--------. . 

502 N. Montgomery Ave 
Sheffield, Alabama 

383-6940 

) 

\ ---v bra 
I 

(Small dots 

7 

USClE 
S OAlS 

T1UNX'S 
Italian 

Restaurant 

; 1\ cl +e.. nov[£s 
P1onday-Tuesdav-MVednesday 

11:00 a.rn. to 3:00 p.rn. 
Thursdav-Friday-Saturday 

11:00 a.m to 10:00 p.rn. bui 1+ lJri~ 
i,-....jo-~ ...... }q;)D s.) 700 Michigan A ve, Muscle Shoals 

Behind Desperados 

585-7050 
Carry Outs Available 
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Bnefhistory of the beginning of 
Howell & Graves School 

as recorded in the minutes orlhe 
Colbcn County Board of Education 

April 28, 1927 - Mr. AL Howell, of the Howell and Graves Reality 
Compimy, came before the Board with a committee from the Cross Roads 
District 10 present a proposition in regard 10 a new schpol building in said 
district which includes the Howell & Graves Subdivision. Since the district 
3-mill ta.x had !>cen vOled on March 22"", 1927, Mr. Howell proposed Ihm 10 
donate $20,000 \0 U1e Board to be used in building n school, provided lhe 
County Board would au\Jlorize the issuance of school district warrants for the 
SUIll of $40,000 which would construct a $60,000 school building. Mr 
1 lowell proposed \0 do this under the direction of the Board :md provided the 
sww board would dl-'Cd the HowetJ & Graves Company the school propertr 
now owned by the state in retum for which the state would be deeded a 
similar lot to be located by the board in the Howell & Graves Subdivision. in 
said district, 011 which Lhc school should be locatcd. 

June 17, 1927 - TIlC Board unanimously accepted the repon of Mr. Peach, 
Mr. Henniger and Mr. Hudson, concerning the proposition of the new school 
building in the Howell and Graves Sub-Division. TIle report was as follows: 
First, the County Board deed the old school site, know as the Cross Roads 
School, to Howel1 & Graves; second, l'lowell & Graves was to deed the State 
of Alabama a like tract on the Wilson Dam Highway for a new school site; 
third, Howeil & Graves donate $20,000 to be used in the construction of the 
new school building; fourth, the County board to match the above amount 
with 540,000 which would give the district a 560,000 school building; fifth, 
I lowell & Graves agreed to buy the $40,000 in warrants which was to be 
issued by the county as their part of the contract provided S30,000 bc issued 
against the district tax of 19A or Cross Roads and $10,000 against the 
County three mil1tax; this amount 10 be taken from the district tax aftcr the 
intercst and principal for each year was paid. The above warranls were to be 
taken as of July I", at 6 percent semi-annually payable one tenth each year 
until paid. Then funds were to be plat""Cd in the building fund of the funds and 
the building was to be constructed under the direction of the County Board of 
Education and l'larry J. FraIm, architect. and 1·lowell & Gravl-'S. 



As this report was accepted, the followmg resolution was offered: 
Whcreas: a contract has been agreed upon b} the County Board of 

Education and Ilo\\ell and Graves for the erection of a Jumor I-hgb School 
Building to cost 560,000, the smd building to built under the supervision of 
I larry J Fral1l1, architect, I lowell and Graves and the Colbert County Board 
of Education, $20,000 of the above amount to be furnished by the said 
110\\ ell & Grlll es Ilnd 540,000 In warrants be furnishcd by the County Board 
of Education, 530,000 In warrnnts to be issucd against thc district ta.x on 
which the said school is to be locatcd, the three mill tax to be solely plcdged 
for the paymcnt ofthcsc \\arra!lts which are to bear 6 pt.'f cent intert'St semi-
11Ill1ually, dute of warrants to be July 1 a and interest Jan. 1-, and July 1111

, 

1927. 'I11c rcmaming S I 0,000 in wwr.lJlts in denomination of S 1000 to be 
issucd against thc County 3-mill tax, one tenth to be paid annually, date of 
wammts bearing July I", 1027; this fund to be placed in the 11owc!1 & 
Grnves School building fund to the credit of G.H. Cartcr, Treasurer, of Public 
School funds of Colbcrt Coullty. 

Upon motion by Mr, I-Icnnigcr, seconded by Mr, Kimbrough, lhe 
resolution as suggestcd by tile Superintendcnt, offering to namc the new 
school Howell & Graves Junior High School, was unllnimously adopted. 

Upon motion by Mr. Kimbrough, seconded by Mr. Hcnniger, the 
Superintendent requested to prepare a deed which would transfer thc old site 
of Cross Roads school to I lowell and Graves. in rerum for which a dced was 
to be receivcd for a similar schooL The Board accepted the old building as a 
gin for the Negroes as the Superimendent had suggested and had been 
authorized to get help if possible to erttt a building for the Negroes at Cave 
Springs. 

Certificate of Count}' Board to the State Supt. Requesting Sale of School 
Property: 

Whcreas: the Colbert Co. Board of Education recognizes the need of 
bcllcr school advantage in the Cross Roads School District, the following 
contract is set out: 



• 

"For and In eonsidernlLon of a donation of more than $3909.00 made by 
the I lowell Graves De\elopment Co to the erection of the High School 
building, and a deed 10 1·1/3 acres, more or less, on which the said high 
school bUilding Slands, which deed was madc by the above named company 
and IS now on file With the State Dept. of Education, the County Board of 
Educlllion hercby recommends that the old school prOP.Crty as described 
below, be sold to tJ1C Ilowell·Graves Development Co. for $1.00 and a deed 
\0 the new lugh school prOJX.'fty mentioned above." 

August 16, 1927 - A called mccting for the purpose of considermg bids for 
ule I lowell Wid Graves Junior Iligh School. After considering all bids it was 
ulIlUlimously decided to nward the contrllct for erection of the building as pcr 
plans lind specificlIlions of Frohn Architect Inc. to Ilurd and Co. Of Sheffi eld 
for the sum of Sixty thouswld dollars (S60,OOO.) provided the required bond 
could be nmdc. The Contract for electric wiring was awarded to E.T Holland, 
of Tuscumbia, !IS per plans and specifications of Frahn Architect, Inc. for Ihe 
sum of Five thousand three hundred sixty-fi\·c dollars.(S5365) The healing 
contracl was awarded to Machtolff ofShcffield for the sum of Four thousand 
nine hundred ninety ($4990) as per plans and specifications on file in the 
office of UIC County Board of Education. By mutual agreement bet\\een the 
County Board of Education and Mr. Howell and Harry Frohn it was agn.--cd to 
pay Mr. Frohn the sum of $3,000 for the architects fee . After accepting all 
bids Mr. Frohn was instructed to prepare bonds as per agreement and tum 
them over to the Count)' Board of Education. In order to comply with ule 
contracts make above the County Board ofEducalion is delivering to Howell 
and Graves 530,000.00 Colbert Count)' Disuict No. 19A tJlTCe mill tax 
\\arranlS at par with accrued interest from July I", 1927 and Howell and 
Graves agrees 10 put up S39,009.00 Mr. G.H. Carter, the treasurer was 
instructed to draw on I lowell and Graves for the above amount plus the 
accmed interest on the S30,000. District warrants. This makes a total of 
$69.000. 11le County Board agrees 10 pul up the balance which is $ I 0,000 
making a total of Ihe contract $79,009. 



, . 

March 10, 1928 - Mr Alfred Ho\\cll came before the Board and went ovcr 
the school proposiuon al Muscle Shoals City. Mr. Peach, Mr. Henmgcr and 
the Supcrmlendt.'tll "ere authorized to invcsllgale any possible defects 111 the 
building and were gIven authority to act in cooperation with the State 
Architect. The questIon of me dedication of the building was broughl up and 
the Sup!. With Mr. Ilcnnigcr was appointed to arrange for It on the 29'" of 
May WIth the Masonic Lodge in charge. 

June 24, 1928 - The Board passed the following resolution - "Whereas the 
I lowell and Groves Schools has been built and is ready for usc this tenn the 
Bourd or community is wnhout funds to equip the building, thcrefore- be il -

Resolved, l/tm the chainnan and sup!. Take whatever steps necessary 10 
ncgotiille district WlUTunts 10 Howell and Groves 10 Ihe anlOunt of $2500 \0 
be sold ill Par 10 buy equipmenl for Ihe building. 

July 3, 1929 - Dr. 1i.J . Willingham, president of thc Florcnce Stale Teachers 
College outlined the progrrun of teacher training and agreed to fumish tJle 
necessary leachers from his collcge to do practice leilching a\ Ihe I lowell ruld 
Graves School for a pcnod of six weeks provided the Board would fumish 
the transportation and the supclVising principal, Miss WillianlS. llic Board 
agreed 10 Ihis and the superintendent was authorized \0 noti fy the patrons of 
the l'lowell and Graves School 10 get their children ready for school July ISIh. 
The sup!. Was authorized 10 won.: out, with the approval of the Board plan 10 
use these teacher3 when they were available. 



'. . . . 

Enrollment Records 
Howell Grave Junior High School 

("Illcse records were taken from microfilmed records and arc as 3ccumtc as 
possible. These are the earhest recorded records.) 

1930-1931 
Pnncipal - Edna Williams 

I- gmde Mrs. A. 08\ IS, teacher 76 total 
2nd grade Mrs. JR. Allen 24 to\31 
3n1 grade 38 total 
4111 grade Mrs C. Thigpen 2J total 
Sill grade 24 total 
6th grade Miss Franecs DePrez 36 total 
th grude Mr. Rufus Poner 14 total 
Sth grade 7 tot:l1 
9th gmdc Miss Edna Williams 4 totul 

TOTAL 246 

1931- 1932 
Principal Rufus Poner 

Low I- grade Mrs. J. T. Davis 
High I- grade Carmel McGuire 70 total 
2ad grade Mrs. J.R. Allen 29 total 
3rd grade Mrs. Allen 13 total 
4'" grade Mrs. Chas Thigpen 20 total 
Sill grade Mrs. Chos. Thigpen 15 total 
6'" grade Francis DesPTez 30 total 
7111 grade 26 total 
Sill grade II tota! 
9111 grade Lucille McBride 6 total 
10111 grade 4 total 

TOTAL 224 






















